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CAREER

Daviel Hale Williams had a pioneering
career i wedicive. He was an Africav
American doctor in 151, Williams
opened Provident Hospital, the first
medical facility to provide an
nterracial staff. He was also ove of
the first physicians to successtully
complete suragery on a patient.
Williams later became chief surgeon of B8
the Freedmewn’s Hospital. ’




THE FITRST INTERRACIAL
HOSPTTAL

Williams created his own practice v
Chicano’s South Side and tanght anatomy K
at his alma mater. Williams became the |le
first African American physician +o

work the city's street raillway systewm.,
Williams — who was called Dr. Dan by
patients — adopted

crvyopreservation procedures for his office
wformed by the recent findings on germ
transmission and prevention from Lois
Pasteur and Joseph Lister.




SUCCESSFUL OPEN-HEART

SURGERY

Tn15a3, Williams contivnued to make
history as he operated on James Corvish,
a man With a severe stab wound to his
chest who was travsported to Provident,
Without the benefits of a blood
transfusion or our moderv surgical
procedures, Williams successtully sutured
Corvish’s pericardinm, the membranons
sac enclosing the heart. williams became
ove of the first people to perform open-
heart surgery.




MARRTAGE

Williams departed Freedmen's Hospital in
129%. He married Alice Johmson, and +he
newly wmarried conple wmoved to Chicagp,
where Williams returved to his work at
Provident. Very soow after the turw of the
century, he worked at Cook Convty Hospital
ond later ot St Luke’s, a large wedical
Institution with ample resourcesBeginiing in
15449, Williams made anmnal +rips to
Nashville, Teuwnessee,where he was a
voluntary visitivg clivical professor at
Meharry WMedical College for over +wo
decades. He became a tharter member of the
American Colleae of Surgeons in 1913,




DEATH

williams experienced a debilitating stroke
1420 avd died five years later, on

Aunaust 4, 1921, i Ldlewild, Michigan.
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