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Philosophy on Music 
 

Music provides an aesthetic experience unlike any other. No other subject works both the 
creative and the analytical sides of the brain so strenuously as music. This strenuous “exercise of the 
brain”, compliments a student’s endeavors in all other classes as well.  Participation in a music group 
provides many non-musical benefits, such as developing a sense of responsibility, learning to work 

together as a team, and feeling a sense of accomplishment in doing something well.  However, the 
primary purpose of a musical performing group is to build instrumental technique and musicianship, 
and to make music together.  Every aspect of music is important and will be emphasized at various 
stages in a student’s development.  Music offers a unique opportunity to challenge each student 

cognitively, emotionally, and physically.  It provides for emotional expression, intrinsic worth, and has 
a positive impact on individuals, families, communities, and cultures. 
 

Course Objectives:  
 

By participating in the Dunbar Magnet School band program, students will: 
 

 Learn skills such as assemble and care of their chosen instrument, proper playing posture, 

tone production and playing techniques for their instrument. 
 

 Learn music theory and music vocabulary such as reading and understanding musical notation 
and symbols.  
 

 Acquire the skills, abilities, understandings and attitudes necessary to express themselves 
musically as individuals and as members of an ensemble. 
 

 Value and appreciate music from a variety of cultural and historical contexts and understand 
the role of music in daily life. 

 

Due to the online and remote learning Advanced Band students this year will begin with 
instruments and have assignments to complete in SmartMusic software as well as other mediums, 
until we return to in-person teaching and learning.   Students will improve their understanding of 
music fundamentals and applications until the return to in-person teaching and learning.  School 

owned instruments will be issued to students, however there will be a limited number available due to 
Covid-19 restrictions and requirements.  If a student has their own personal instrument, they should 
contact Mr. Mayfield for more information.  
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Classroom Procedures: 
 

         The following guidelines for music students have been formulated for the purpose of 
establishing and maintaining a performing group in which each member, the entire school and the 

community may take pride.  Because membership in a musical performing group requires individual 
as well as team effort, each student must agree and adhere to the following rules:  
 

1. Come to class with all necessary materials. This includes pencils, (please put one in your case 
or music folder) method books, music and instrument. 

2. Do not play your instrument until instructed to do so. 
3. No talking while rehearsal is in progress unless director gives permission. Be courteous, 

encouraging and respectful to fellow students and your teacher, coach, director, or 
instructor.  “Put-downs” will not be allowed.  Treat others respectfully and they will likely treat 
you with respect.   

4. Refrain from any act that is not conducive to learning or detracts from the orderly operation of 

the class. This includes bullying other students, or the use of inappropriate language.  
5. Gum is not allowed on campus, and obviously has no place in the band room. Do not chew 

gum in the band room, as it is dangerous to do while playing an instrument, and we would like 
to keep the room looking as nice as possible. Only bottled water is allowed in the band room.  

6. Beginning Band typically has performances throughout the year.  Performances are part of the 
student’s grade since this is a performing arts class. All performances are Mandatory.  Dates 
for performances and information about them will be given out at least a month in advance. If a 
student must miss a performance, a written note must be given to Mr. Mayfield well in advance 

so plans can be made to cover the missing part.  If an emergency situation arises, please send 
a note with the student as soon as possible after the performance that he/she missed.  

7. Show up on time to rehearsals and performances. 
8. Have respect for the room.  Keep it clean and undamaged.  Do not leave personal belongings 

behind. Instead, take them with you.  
9. Do not leave instruments, music, or equipment lying around in the room.  The room is used 

throughout the day by many different students and it is not safe to assume your belongings will 
be untouched if left out in the room.  Instruments must be stored in these assigned spaces.  It 

is best to keep music in the folio provided, which can easily fit in the student’s backpack or in 
the class crate.  

10. Be ready to rehearse on time.  When the director’s hands go up, bring your instrument to your 
mouth (wind players).  Be ready to play, even if you do not play on the first beat of the musical 

selection. At the end of a piece of music, do not but your instruments down until the director’s 
hands go down. 
 

Online Learning: 
 

Advanced Band students will be expected to log into the band class during their assigned class 

period each day to receive the daily live lesson.  Students should take notes when necessary.  
Students will be given assignments to complete that will access their knowledge of the material 
that has been presented.  One of our assignments will working toward creating a virtual 
performance where we play a piece of music but are shown in our various locations.  Mr. Mayfield 

will be available to answer any questions during the class period as well as throughout the day via 
email.  If the student has a question after normal school hours Mr. Mayfield will answer the 
question on the following school day.  
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Band Fees: 
 

 There is a $35.00 class fee for band.  This fee is used to purchase new music, materials that 

are need in the classroom and to help maintain/replace older chairs, stands, and equipment.    
 

If a student needs to rent an instrument from the school (there are a limited number of school 

owned instruments) this fee is $60.00 (which breaks down to $15.00 a quarter).   Students that rent 
an instrument from the school are held responsible if anything happens to the instrument and must 
pay for all repairs that are needed.  Repairs must be approved through Mr. Mayfield and be 
completed by our Repair Technician, students or parents should not attempt to repair the instrument 

themselves.  
 
 

Grading Policy:  
 

Student grading will be divided in the following categories with each having a different percentage of 
the overall student grade.  
 

60% Major Grade: This will include any public performances, playing assessments, and written test.  
 

40% Minor Grade (Weekly Grade): This will include participation in class, quizzes, practice logs and 
journals.  Participation in class is making sure you have all required materials when we begin in-
person teaching and learning, and that you are following all class procedures.  If a student is 

disruptive or does not have required materials points are taken away resulting in a lower grade for the 
weekly grade.  Every student begins the week with a 100. Strive to maintain the 100 during the week 
by following instructions and participating in class.  

 

Grading Scale  
A= 90-100 B= 80-89 C= 70-79 D= 60-69 F= 0—59 

 

Grades will be updated weekly. Students will be notified of when major assessments will be given.  
 

 When we begin with instruments students will be expected to practice weekly for some amount 
of time in order to be successful on their instrument.   The more a student practices the easier 
the instrument will become and the more successful they will be at playing the instrument.   
 

Discipline Policy: 
 

In order to be productive and have a successful year, students must be willing to work hard and 
behave properly at all times. Our discipline policy is a five-strike system: However, Demerits may be 
issued for accumulated tardies are behavior deemed inappropriate without following the 5-strike 
system. 

  Strike 1 – Verbal warning 
  Strike 2 – Write lines/discipline essay with parent signature. 
  Strike 3 - Demerit issued 
  Strike 4 - Contact Parents/ Parent Teacher conference 

  Strike 5 – You’re Out – Office Referral 
 Discipline essays and lines are to be handwritten by the student, signed by the parent/guardian 

and returned the very next day. Failure to return the work will result in a parent phone call. 
 Students who come to class unprepared will be expected to still follow all classroom rules.  

However, points will be deducted from their grade.  
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Student and Parent Acknowledgement  
 
 
Having read the syllabus for Advanced Band I understand all the requirements for this class.  I will 

comply with all class rules and procedures and will do my part to make the Dunbar Advanced Band 
the best in Mobile County.  I understand my responsibilities as a band student and/or band parent.  If 
I have any questions or concerns, I will contact Mr. Mayfield to address them.   I will be a responsible 
and well-prepared student.   

 
If I rent a school instrument, I understand I am responsible for any damage that occurs while in my 
possession.  I will let Mr. Mayfield know if anything happens in order to have the instrument repaired 
in a timely manner.    

 
 
 
Student Signature _________________________________________ 

 
 
Parent Signature __________________________________________ 


