FAMOUS FICTIONAL PAIRS
1) Identify the famous Sherwood Forest archer and outlaw of medieval England and the woman he loved.

Answer: Robin Hood and Maid Marian.

2) Name the Shakespearean tragedy about star-crossed lovers in Verona, Italy. The young man, thinking his beloved has died, drinks poison at her tomb, while she, awakening from a sleep induced by a potion, stabs herself upon seeing him dead.

Answer: Romeo and Juliet.

3) Which couple arrived on the Mayflower and became husband and wife about 1622 in a marriage made famous by a Henry Wadsworth Longfellow poem telling their story?

Answer: John Alden and Priscilla Mullens (in the poem The Courtship of Miles Standish).

4) Identify the nursery rhyme pair who “went up the hill / To fetch a pail of water” but he “fell down and broke his crown” and she “came tumbling after.”

Answer: Jack and Jill.

5) Name the brother and sister of German folklore who, after being deserted in the woods by their poor father and wicked stepmother, discover a gingerbread house guarded by a wicked witch, who dies in her oven before she can eat the little boy.

Answer: Hansel and Gretel.

6) Identify the 2 fat little men in Lewis Carroll’s Through the Looking Glass, whose names today are used as a metaphor for “two people or two things so alike as to be indistinguishable.”

Answer: Tweedledum and Tweedledee.

7) Name the puppet show in which a quarrelsome, hooknosed, and hunchbacked husband constantly fights with his wife, in a comical manner. The show derives its name in part from the Italian Punchinello, a short, fat comic, puppet show character.

Answer: Punch and Judy (show).

8) Identify Edgar Rice Burroughs’ fictional jungle hero born John Clayton (Lord Greystoke) and the English woman who is his mate.

Answer: Tarzan and Jane (Porter or Parker).

9) Identify the famous couple in Margaret Mitchell’s Gone With the Wind who were played by Clark Gable and Vivien Leigh in the 1939 film version.

Answer: Rhett Butler and Scarlett O’Hara.

10) Identify Cervantes’ crazed fictional character who goes off on a horse named Rocinante to redress the wrongs of the world and this character’s devoted and lifelong companion who rides on a small ass named Dapple.

Answer: Don Quixote and Sancho Panza.

11) Identify Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s famous fictional detective and his admiring partner and best friend who narrates the stories.

Answer: Sherlock Holmes and Dr. John H. Watson.

12) Identify the 2 crime-fighting Hardy Boys.

Answer: Frank and Joe.

13) Identify the 2 Mark Twain characters known as the Prince and the Pauper in a novel of the same name.

Answer: Edward Tudor (the Prince of Wales) and Tom Canty.

14) Identify the 2 animal characters involved in a spat in Eugene Field’s “The Duel.”

Answer: Gingham dog and calico cat.
QUESTIONS ON LITERATURE
1) Identify the annual award given for the best children’s book written by an American author, the one given by the American Library Association for the best illustrated book, and the one honoring black authors and named after Martin Luther King Jr.’s widow.

Answer: Newbery Medal, Caldecott Medal, and the Coretta Scott King Award, respectively.

2) According to Greek tradition, what 3 dramatic unities was a play required to have?

Answer: Unity of time (taking place within a day), unity of place (occurring within one place), and unity of action (having a single plot with a beginning, middle, and end).

3) Identify the 9 books in the “Little House” series by Laura Ingalls Wilder loosely based on her experience growing up in the Midwest in the 1870s and 1880s.

Answer: Little House on the Prairie, Little House in the Big Woods, Farmer Boy, On the Banks of Plum Creek, By the Shores of Silver Lake, The Long Winter, Little Town on the Prairie, These Happy Golden Years, and The First Four Years.

4) Name the 8 reindeer in Clement C. Moore’s poem “ ‘Twas the Night Before Christmas.”

Answer: Blitzen, Comet, Cupid, Dasher, Dancer, Donder, Prancer, and Vixen (“Now, Dasher!, now, Dancer!, now, Prancer and Vixen! / On, Comet! on, Cupid!, on, Donder and Blitzen!”).

5) Identify the 7 novels in C.S. Lewis’ The Chronicles of Narnia series.

Answer: The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe; Prince Caspian; The Voyage of the “Dawn Treader”; The Silver Chair; The Horse and the Boy; The Magician’s Nephew; and The Last Battle.

6) Name the 5 children who are invited to visit the factory in Roald Dahl’s Charlie and the Chocolate Factory.

Answer: Augustus (Gloop), Mike (Teavee), Charlie (Bucket), Veruca (Salt), and Violet (Beauregarde).

7) Name the first 5 novels in the Harry Potter series created by British author J.K. Rowling about  a  spectacled orphaned youngster and student wizard.

Answer: Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone (or Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone), Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets, Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban, Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire, and Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix.
8) Identify the 4 houses that first-year students are divided into by means of the Sorting Hat at the Hogwarts School in the Harry Potter stories.

Answer: Gryffindor, Hufflepuff, Ravenclaw, and Slytherin (named after Godric Gryffindor, Helga Hufflepuff, Rowena Ravenclaw, and Salazar Slytherin).

9) Identify each of the following concerning the Harry Potter stories.

     1) School of Witchcraft and Wizardry that Harry attends

     2) King’s Cross station platform where Harry and his friends set off each year on the train to return to school

     3) Wizard world’s supreme villain who killed Harry Potter’s parents and is referred to as “He- Who-Must-
        Not-Be-Named” or “You-Know-Who”

     4) Headmaster at the School of Witchcraft and Wizardry

     5) One of 6 brothers who becomes Harry’s best friend after the two meet on the train

     6) Any ordinary person without magical powers

     7) Smart girl born without magical powers who becomes Harry Potter’s best female friend

     8) Keeper of the Keys and Grounds at the school who finds Harry, tells him he’s a wizard, and gets him out 
         of the Dursley household with whom he lives on 4 Privet Drive in a cupboard under the stairs after being  

         orphaned

     9) Soccer-like sport with 7 players and 4 balls played on flying broomsticks at which Harry excels at school

   10) His godfather Harry discovers at the end of Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban

Answer: 1) Hogwarts (Owls deliver the mail there and Harry’s is named Hedwig), 2) 9 3/4 (the train is the Hogwarts Express), 3) (Lord) Voldemort, 4) Albus Dumbledore, 5) Ron Weasley, 6) Muggle, 
7) Hermione Granger, 8) Rubeus Hagrid, 9) Quidditch, 10) Sirius Black.

10) Name Arthur Conan Doyle’s 4 novels featuring Sherlock Holmes.

Answer: A Study in Scarlet, The Sign of Four, The Hound of the Baskervilles, and The Valley of Fear.

11) Name the 4 main characters in Kenneth Grahame’s The Wind in the Willows.

Answer: Mole, Water Rat (Ratty), Mr. Toad (accept Toad), and the Badger.

12) Name the 4 March sisters in Louisa May Alcott’s Little Women.

Answer: Amy, Jo, Beth, and Meg.

13) Name the 4 countries in the Land of Oz in F. Lyman Baum’s The Wonderful Wizard of Oz and the colors associated with them.

Answer: Winkie Country is yellow (in the west), Munchkin Country is blue (in the east), Quadling County is red (in the south), and Gillikin Country is purple (in the north).

14) Identify from the given descriptions the 4 fictitious lands Lemeul Gulliver visits in Jonathan Swift’s Gulliver’s Travels.

     1) Land where Lemeul Gulliver sees men about 6 inches high

     2) Land where he sees men as tall as church steeples

     3) Flying island inhabited by scientists, visionaries, and immortals

     4) Land of horses with reasoning powers

Answer: 1) Lilliput, 2) Brobdingnag, 3) Laputa (he also visits the neighboring islands of

Balnibarbi, Glubbdubdrib, and Luggnagg), 4) Houyhnhnmland (pronounced “whinnimland”;

the Houyhnhnms domesticate wild Yahoos or beasts that resemble

humans).
15) Identify each of the following concerning The Arabian Nights, or The Thousand and One Nights (also called the Arabian Nights Entertainment), a collection of old tales from the Middle East and India.

     1) Poor tailor’s son in China who finds a magic ring and a magic lamp that when rubbed brings forth a genie 
         to fulfill his wishes

     2) Woodcutter who after hearing 40 thieves open a cave entrance by saying “Open, Sesame” does the 
         same and takes their treasure in the tale of “__________ and the Forty Thieves”

     3) Woodcutter’s female slave who kills the thieves by pouring boiling oil into the jars in which they are hiding

     4) Bride who tells 1001 stories to her husband, the Sultan Schahriah, in order to save her life

     5) Baghdad merchant and sailor who becomes very rich making 7 wonderful sea voyages

     6) Popular means of transportation, an object that flies through the air

Answer: 1) Aladdin, 2) Ali Baba (his brother Cassim is killed by the thieves), 3) Morgiana, 

4)  cheherazade, 5) Sinbad the Sailor, 6) Magic carpet.

16) Identify each of the following concerning a giant lumberjack in American folklore.

     1) This legendary giant lumberjack with superhuman strength

     2) Large ox who is “twice as big as all outdoors and playful as a hurricane”

     3) Color of this ox

     4) Canadian bay in which this lumberjack caused a 70-foot tide when he stepped out of his cradle

     5) Body of water he created in Washington to float large logs to the mill

     6) Body of water he created to provide drinking water for his ox

     7) 11 elongated lakes in New York he created when he placed his hand on the earth

Answer: 1) Paul Bunyan, 2) Babe, 3) Blue, 4) Bay of Fundy, 5) Puget Sound, 6) Great Lakes, 7) Finger Lakes.

17) Identify each of the following concerning Robin Hood, the legendary English outlaw and archer who stole 
      from the rich and gave to the poor.

     1) Name given to his band of men who helped him

     2) Beloved woman of this “outlaw”

     3) Forest in which they lived in Nottinghamshire

     4) Member with an ironic name, since he was really large and mighty

     5) Heavy-set monk in the Franciscan order who accompanies Robin and his men

     6) Corrupt official who opposed Robin Hood and his men

Answer: 1) Merry Men, 2) Maid Marian, 3) Sherwood Forest, 4) Little John, 5) Friar Tuck, 6) Sheriff of Nottingham.

18) Identify each of the following concerning Hugh Lofting’s Dr. Dolittle, the doctor who talks to the animals.

     1) English town where Dr. John Dolittle lives

     2) Boy narrator of many of the stories and the son of Jacob Stubbins, the cobbler

     3) Parrot who teaches Dr. Dolittle to speak the language of animals

     4) Monkey the doctor bought from an organ grinder

     5) Duck who takes care of the doctor’s house

     6) Doctor’s hungry pig

     7) Doctor’s owl and dog

     8) Doctor’s 2-headed llama, who had agreed to leave Africa with him

Answer: 1) Puddleby-on-the-Marsh, 2) Tommy Stubbins, 3) Polynesia, 4) Chee-Chee, 5) Dab-Dab, 
6) Gub-Gub, 7) Too-Too and Jip, 8) Pushmi-Pullyu.

19) Identify each of the following concerning Winnie-the-Pooh, or Edward Bear, the teddy bear of Christopher Robin, the author’s son, in a series of books by A.A. Milne.

1) Home of Winnie-the-Pooh and his friends

2) Winnie-the-Pooh’s favorite food

3) His little, always fearful pig friend

4) Old grey gloomy donkey who likes to eat thistles

5) Always hungry bouncing tiger

6) The kangaroo and her little baby kangaroo

7) Animal that goes “lumping along” and who perhaps comes “if you whistle”

8) Owl’s spelling of his own name

Answer: 1) Hundred-Acre-Wood (Winnie goes by the name of Sanders in the forest), 2) Honey (or Hunny as he spells it), 3) Piglet, 4) Eeyore, 5) Tigger, 6) Kanga and Baby Roo, 7) Heffalump, 8) WOL.

20) Identify the only 4 characters named in Washington Irving’s tale “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow”: the schoolmaster, his rosy-cheeked student, her wealthy father, and the man who disguises himself as The Headless Horseman.

Answer: Ichabod Crane, Katrina Van Tassel, Mynheer Van Tassel, and Abraham Van Brunt

(called Brom Bones).
21) In Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol, Marley, or the ghost of Scrooge’s late partner, visits Scrooge on Christmas Eve. Name the other 3 ghosts who visit him, one recalling his youth, a second showing him the Cratchit family, and a third showing him his unmourned death.

Answer: The Ghost of Christmas Past, the Ghost of Christmas Present, and the Ghost of Christmas Future.

22) Name Peter Rabbit’s 3 sisters in Beatrix Potter’s The Tale of Peter Rabbit.

Answer: Flopsy, Mopsy, and Cottontail.

23) Name The Three Musketeers, or Les Trois Mousquetaires, the fictional characters French author Alexandre Dumas, père, created for an adventure story set during the reigns of kings Louis XIII and Louis XIV.

Answer: Athos, Porthos, and Aramis.

24) Identify the 3 characters Alice joins at the table at the Mad Hatter’s Tea Party in Lewis Carroll’s Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland.

Answer: March Hare, Mad Hatter, a sleepy Dormouse.

25) Identify each of the following concerning Lewis Carroll’s Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland.

     1) Character who is capable of appearing and vanishing gradually, leaving only a grin

     2) Rabbit character

     3) Animal who is always weeping and bemoaning his fate

     4) Queen who wants to chop off the heads of her subjects

     5) Agitated animal with pink eyes who is always in a hurry and disappears down a hole

     6) Alice’s cat

Answer: 1) Cheshire Cat, 2) March Hare, 3) Mock Turtle, 4) Queen of Hearts, 5) White Rabbit (he hurries because being late would upset the Duchess), 6) Dinah.

26) Name the 3 novels in British author’s J.R.R. Tolkien’s The Lord of the Rings trilogy that continues the story of The Hobbit, a work set in a mythical past.

Answer: The Fellowship of the Ring, The Two Towers, and Return of the King.

27) Name the 3 Mrs. W’s in Madeleine L’Engle’s A Wrinkle in Time.

Answer: Mrs. Whatsit, Mrs. Who, and Mrs. Which.

28) Which 3 words complete the following quatrain from Baroness Orczy’s The Scarlet Pimpernel: “We seek him __________, we seek him __________, / Those Frenchies seek him __________. / Is he in heaven?—Is he in hell? / That demmed, elusive Pimpernel?” or which 3-word expression means “all around” or “in all places”?

Answer: “here”; “there”; “everywhere” or “here, there, and everywhere.”

29) What are the breeds of the 3 animals who make the trip in Sheila Burnford’s The Incredible Journey, a story set in Canada?

Answer: Labrador retriever, bull terrier, and Siamese cat.

30) Give the dates in the titles of the 3 Space Odyssey works by Arthur C. Clarke.

Answer: 2001, 2010, and 2061.

31) Identify Eugene Field’s 3 fishermen who one night “Sailed off in a wooden shoe / . . . on a river of crystal light, / Into a sea of dew.”

Answer: Wynken, Blynken, and Nod.

32) Identify the 3 members of the Finch family in Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird.

Answer: Jean Louise “Scout” Finch, Jem Finch, and Atticus Finch.

33) Identify each of the following concerning Peter Pan, the young boy who never grows up in James Barrie’s play of the same name.

     1) 3 Darling children he persuades to go with him to a magic land

     2) Dog who acts as a nursemaid to the Darling children

     3) Magic land of the Lost Boys, Indians, fairies, and pirates where Peter lives

     4) Fairy who teaches Peter to fly

     5) Indian maiden, daughter of the chief of the Piccaninnies, who is rescued by Peter

     6) Evil pirate leader of the Jolly Roger, the pirate ship, who has a hook for the hand he lost to a crocodile

Answer: 1) Wendy, John, and Michael (Darling), 2) Nana, 3) Never-Never-Land (or Never Land), 
4) Tinker Bell, 5) Tiger Lily, 6) Captain James Hook.

34) Identify the 3 bears in the story “Goldilocks and the Three Bears.”

Answer: Papa Bear, Mama Bear, and Baby Bear.

35) Identify the 3 kinds of building materials the 3 pigs use to build their houses to protect themselves

from the Big Bad Wolf.

Answer: Straw, sticks, and bricks.

36) Name the 3 characters who want the Wizard to give them brains, a heart, and courage in the film The Wizard of Oz based on L. Frank Baum’s The Wonderful Wizard of Oz.

Answer: Scarecrow, Tin Woodman, and Cowardly Lion, respectively.

37) Identify the 3 Drew children in Susan Cooper’s series of novels that begin with The Dark Is Rising as they search for the Holy Grail, a quest that is just one battle in the long war between Light and Dark.

Answer: Simon, Jane, and Barney.

38) Identify the 3 Baudelaire children in Lemony Snicket’s series of novels entitled A Series of Unfortunate Events, the first being The Bad Beginning, showing the children becoming orphans upon the death of their parents in a house fire.

Answer: Violet (14), Klaus (12), Sunny (an infant).

39) Identify the 3 novels in the trilogy written by G.P. Taylor about the devilish English vicar Obadiah Demurral, who tries to control the world by using demons and is opposed by 3 teenagers. 

Answer: Shadowmancer, Wormwood, and Tersias (due out in late 2005).

40) Identify the 3 teenage boys who must stop the devilish English vicar Obadiah Demurral in G.P. Taylor’s novels.

Answer: Thomas, Kate, and Raphah.

41) Which 3 words complete the following lines spoken by Marcus Antonius (Marc Antony) in William Shakespeare’s play Julius Caesar: “_____, _____, _____, lend me your ears! / I come to bury Caesar, not to praise him”?

Answer: “Friends, Romans, countrymen.”

42) Which 4 words begin most fairy tale stories?

Answer: “Once upon a time.”

43) Which 7 words end most fairy tale stories?

Answer: “And they all lived happily ever after.”

44) Name the 3 who “all jumped out of a rotten potato” in the nursery rhyme, “Rub-a-dub-dub, / Three men in a tub.”

Answer: Butcher, Baker, and Candlestick Maker.

45) According to the nursery rhyme, what 3 things are little boys are made of?

Answer: “Snakes (snips) and snails and puppy dog tails.”

46) According to the nursery rhyme, what 3 things are little girls made of?

Answer: “Sugar and spice and everything nice.”

47) According to the nursery rhyme, what 3 occupational designations complete the following: “Rich man, / Poor man, / Beggar-man, / Thief”?

Answer: “Doctor, / Lawyer, / Indian (or merchant) chief.”
