
Asheboro Courier Tribune - 0

The Courier-Tribune 7/16/2020

Copyright (c)2020 Gatehouse Media, Edition 07/16/2020
July 16, 2020 1:20 pm (GMT -4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to 93% from original to fit letter page

THE COURIER-TRIBUNE Thursday, July 16, 2020 B1

SPORTS

By Stephen Whyno
The Associated Press

When the University of 
North Dakota moved on 
from being the Fighting 
Sioux like Washington’s 
NFL team is doing from 
Redskins, the new name 
could’ve been anything.

More than 1,600 sug-
gestions were submitted, 
ranging from the realistic 
to the ridiculous, like the 
“Abdominal Snowman.”

Dan Snyder isn’t wel-
coming that long list of 
suggestions, though what 
he and the organization 
do next will determine 
how the team is perceived 
for decades.

“Here’s where I think 
the fun begins and the 
work begins,” said Brand 
Federation founding 
partner and CEO Kelly 
O’Keefe, who was on 
North Dakota’s name 
change task force. “To 
just pop out with a new 
name is not the right 
answer. The right answer 
is to build a process that 
starts to allow these 
people to be heard in the 
process of developing a 
new name.”

Snyder and coach Ron 
Rivera are already at work 
developing what the team 
called “a new name and 
design approach that will 
enhance the standing of 
our proud, tradition-rich 
franchise and inspire our 
sponsors, fans and com-
munity for the next 100 
years.”

After 87 years as the 
Redskins, Red Tails, Red 
Clouds, Red Wolves and 
Hogs are among the bet-
ting favorites for the new 
name. The organization is 
working quietly to try to 
roll out a fresh moniker 
and logo in time for the 
2020 season.

Sports business and 
marketing experts con-
sider feedback from fans, 
endorsements from cur-
rent players and alumni 
and on-field success as 
three crucial elements 
no matter what the new 
name winds up being.

“The mere fact that 
they’re changing the 
name is going to elicit 
some backlash, and they 
need to be ready for that 
and be comfortable with 
it,” Virginia Tech profes-
sor Nneka Logan said.

“Beyond that, I think 
it’s important they and 
other organizations 
engage with your local 
community, engage with 
the Native American 
community, engage with 
all of your stakehold-
ers in the process of the 
name change and ensure 
that it’s something that 
authentically aligns 
with your corporation’s 
values.”

Rivera said his hope 
was to continuing hon-
oring and supporting 
Native Americans and 
the military. If Warriors 
— the name of Snyder’s 
proposed Arena Football 
League team from 2002 
— is now out of consid-
eration, Red Tails would 
fit the bill as a nod to the 
Black fighter pilots of the 
Tuskegee Airmen from 
World War II. Tuskegee 
Airmen Inc.  said it 
“would be honored and 
pleased to work with the 
organization” if that’s 
Washington’s new name.

Former Washington 
linebacker Will Compton 
voiced his support for Red 
Wolves by saying he liked 
that name so much he’d 
want to return for a day. 

Washington 
has long 
road 
toward new 
nickname

By Tony Bolick
The Courier-Tribune

A S H E B O R O  — 
Southwestern Randolph High 
School’s Hunter Epps was one 
of two to earn top honors in 
the North Carolina Governor’s 
Highway Safety Program’s 
Spring Scholar-Athlete essay 
contest. In addition to Epps, 
Lauryn Taylor of Green Level 
High School was the other top 
winner.

And he has first-hand 
knowledge related to the use 
of seat belts and what that 
means. He was the driver in 
an accident in January that 
involved two cars. The inci-
dent was relatively minor and 
he walked away unharmed, 
thanks to wearing his seat 
belt. That experience also gave 
him an understanding of what 

that seat belt 
could mean in 
a more violent, 
high-speed 
crash.

In his essay, 
Epps explains 
that a great 

way to spread the organi-
zation’s Click It or Ticket 
message means taking advan-
tage of using the most popular 
social media platforms popular 
among teens like Instagram, 
YouTube and TikTok.

“I know how important 
seat belts are. They save lives 
and prevent bad injuries,” 
Epps said. “I also know how 
important Instagram and Tik 
Tok are to teenagers. We use 
it everyday, especially now 
while in quarantine.”

Epps detailed in his essay 
how the program could 

produce lots of short videos 
to reach out to teens on those 
platforms to spread the mes-
sage. He researched the 
Governor’s Highway Safety 
Program website and saw 
many videos about crashes, 
graphics and re-enactments 
around the seat belt campaign. 
Getting those in shorter for-
mats and out to social media 
platforms would be a good way 
to reach their target audience. 
Epps added getting students to 
take part in some would add to 
the power of that message.

“I looked on the website and 
saw they had graphics and 
images, showing car wrecks,” 
he said. “They could produce 
some of those … I talked about 
producing videos that had first 
responders and police offi-
cers … to show high school 
students what could happen 

through actor portrayal.”
But that’s not all. Epps 

added the counter argument. 
He spoke about the reasons he
heard from students about why 
they don’t wear them: hearing
seatbelts could harm them or 
they were very uncomfortable.
Those could also be addressed 
in short-form videos.

A panel of judges went 
through the essay entries to 
determine the best selections 
of those competing in origi-
nality, content, organization 
and grammar in addressing 
how, as a student-athlete, 
the authors could motivate 
their peers to buckle through a 
social media program and also, 
what would their message be 
to them.

Epps is now a senior at SWR 
and plays on the Cougars’ 
tennis team.

SWR student wins state essay contest

 Epps

By David Shaw
Correspondent

ASHEBORO — The get-
ting-to-know-you period is 
just about over for Randolph 
County’s NC3 baseball team — 
and that could spell trouble for 
the rest of the conference.

Tuesday’s warmer temper-
atures brought out the best in 
RC, which routed Kannapolis 
18-8 in an abbreviated slugfest 
at McCrary Park.

“You know, we’re not used 
to this,” winning coach Ronnie 
Pugh said, moments after sec-
ond-place Randolph (10-7, 6-2) 
won for the fifth time in its last 
six games. “Our guys usually 
come to Legion baseball ready 
to hit their stride. This team 
essentially started the season 
with very little practice. Now 
that we’re what, 18 games in, 
they’re just getting back into 
their groove. We’ve never had 
to do this with Legion players 
before.”

Randolph collected 15 hits 
and batted around in both the 
fourth and eighth innings. It 
built a 12-0 lead after four, then 
watched Kannapolis (2-8, 2-6) 
storm back and trim its deficit to 
12-8. A six-run eighth — capped 
when Blake Marsh bounced a 
two-out, run-scoring single 
into right field, ended the game 
by mercy rule.

“It’s halfway into the season, 
so it’s about time things 
start going smooth for us,” 
said Marsh, a rising senior at 
Southwest Randolph High 
School. “We’re starting to hit 
a lot better. Things are coming 
easier.”

They came easy for Randolph 
left-hander Bryson Hamlet, 
who held Kannapolis scoreless 
through five innings. He wilted 
in the sixth — when the guests 
erupted for seven runs — but 
persevered to earn his third 
victory.

“Hats off to Bryson. He threw 
a great game,” said Kannapolis 
coach Jarrin Hogue. “That’s 
why he’s going to college to 
play baseball somewhere 
(N.C. Central). He’s a heck of 
a pitcher, he got ahead in the 
count and he was able to locate. 
I thought our hitters could have 
done a better job handling him, 
but sometimes it’s just not your 
night.”

Pugh said Hamlet attacked 
the strike zone with an old-
school mentality, baffing 
Kannapolis with leisurely 
fastballs and a sharp, horizon-
tal curve that crossed at the 
knees. He spent much of the 
night working his into and out 
of trouble.

“We’re still watching pitch 
counts,” Pugh said. “But his 

last two outings he’s moved up 
to 75-80. And he’s been better 
every time out. Tonight he was 
able to get inside of people, 
throw to the inside half. You 
don’t see a lot of that anymore.”

Hamlet outdueled losing 
pitcher Chris Allen, who left 
amid a rainstorm of line drives 
in the last of the fourth inning. 
Randolph opened the scoring in 
the first when Harris Jackson 
reached on an infield hit and 
scored when Caleb Walker 
punched an RBI-single into 
center field. An inning later, 
with two runners aboard, 
Jackson belted a double off 
the wall in left and continued 
around the basepaths follow-
ing an errant Kannapolis throw.

“It was a 1-2 count and I was 
looking for an inside fastball,” 
said Jackson, a Catawba signee 
who went 3-for-6 with three 
RBI’s and four runs scored. 
“We were all squaring the ball 
up really good. I just took it 
to left field and knew I had a 
double easily. When the relay 
throw came in off-target, I just 

took third.”
That’s when third-base 

coach Pugh rustled Jackson off 
the ground and sent him home, 
providing a 4-0 lead. It  stayed 
that way until the fourth, when 
Randolph plated eight runs on 
six hits to crack the game open. 
Hot dogs were reduced to a 
dollar as many in the crowd 
anticipated an early finish.

“We 10-runned them twice. 
They almost 10-runned us 
once,” Pugh said. “All in the 
same game.”

Key run-scoring hits were 
provided by Colby Hammer, 
Parker LaPlant, Jackson and 
Randolph catcher Bryson 
Hogan, who smashed a three-
run double off the wall in left 
that made it 12-0. Oddly, when 
Hogan left the game after five 
innings, Hamlet lost his com-
mand. He was rocked during 
K-town’s seven-run sixth, 
yielding five runs before reliever 
Tanner Marsh was summoned.

“It’s hard to tell what hap-
pened from the dugout,” Hogan 
said. “But for five innings, he hit 

every spot. All his pitches were
good.”

Kannapolis closed within
12-8 before Randolph closed the
game with a six-run rally in the
eighth. Late-inning replace-
ments Levi Kinney and Alex
Martinez coaxed bases-loaded
walks from relief pitcher Matt
Moore. Chase Ervin relieved
and allowed a run on a wild
pitch, two more on an infield
error and the game-winner on
Marsh’s second base hit of the
inning.

“The more pitches we see,
the better we hit the ball,” said
Jackson. “And the more success
we have.”

NOTES: Randolph turned
double plays in the fourth and
seventh innings. ... LaPlant and
Blake Marsh also had three hits
for Randolph. Catcher Austin
Dayvault went 3-for-5 with
an RBI for Kannapolis. The
guests had 12 hits. ... Randolph
hosts first-place High Point on
Wednesday at McCrary Park.
RC has won two of the teams’
three previous meetings.

Randolph County wins 
slugfest over Kannapolis

Randolph County’s Bryson Hogan hits a 3-run double in an 8-run inning against Kannapolis in a NC 3 non-
league game at McCrary park in Asheboro, NC on Tuesday.  [PJ WARD-BROWN FOR THE COURIER-TRIBUNE]


