
 

 

UCSD Social Studies Philosophy 
 

Members of the Unalaska City School District Social Studies Curriculum Committee recognize that social studies should be taught, learned, and 

assessed though inquiry based learning that creates engaged and socially aware citizens. Social studies education should include both a global 

perspective and awareness as well as local knowledge our community and history.  

To accomplish this goal, the Unalaska City School District will: 

 Continue to acknowledge that, as the child’s first teacher, the parent plays a critical role in the partnership between home and school in 

developing an appreciation for history, local knowledge and the acceptance of varying cultures and perspectives. 

 Implement programs that emphasize connections between social studies and the importance of reading, writing, speaking, listening, and 

critical thinking 

 Use a wide range of age-appropriate instructional materials, strategies, and practices that are both complex as well as developmentally 

appropriate 

 Acknowledge that all teachers, including content area specialists, are responsible for developing literacy skills 

 Provide students with the necessary skills to be college and career ready 

 Develop mapping skills 

 Develop meaningful lessons and units that encourage and foster historical thinking 

 Teach connections between past and present 

 Provide explicit exposure to, and practice with academic vocabulary, content specific reading, and opportunities to write through a 

social studies’ lens   



 

 

UCSD Social Studies Curriculum Course Sequence 

Kindergarten    1st Grade    2nd Grade    3rd Grade  

 

 

 4th Grade    5th Grade    6th Grade 

 

 

 

 

 

7th Grade      or      offered alternating years 

 

 

 

8th Grade      or      offered alternating years 

 

 

 

9th Grade      and      semester based classes 

 

 

  

10th Grade      or 

 

 

 

11th Grade      or     or 

 

 

 

12th Grade      or     or World History American History Civil War 
to Present 

Government/Civics 

People Who Make a Difference 

World Geography; Eastern 

Hemisphere 

American History; 

Colonialism to Civil War 

Alaska History; 1 semester Geography; Western 

Hemisphere; 1 semester 

World History 

 

American History Civil War 

to Present 

 

World History 

 

American History Civil War 

to Present 

Government/Civics 

 

Family and Neighborhood 

World Geography; Eastern 

Hemisphere 

American History; 

Colonialism to Civil War 

Self and Family Local History 

Alaska History Early American History and 

Geography 

Early Civilizations 



 

KINDERGARTEN           Self and Family 
Essential Questions: 
(H) Why is your personal history important?                
        What are some important holidays? 
(G) Where are items in your classroom and school? 
       How are classroom, home and close environments similar and different?      
(C/G) How can we be good classroom members? 
(E) What is the difference between wants and needs? 
        Why are there jobs in your classroom, school, family and community? 
(C) What are the elements of your family culture? 

H-History 
G-Geography 
C/G-
Civics/Government 
E-Economics 
C-Culture 

 
Strands Mastery Core Objectives 

Students will: 

Suggested Activities 

History 
AK Content Standards: H.A.1,8; H.B.4; H.C.3; H.D.1-2 

 explore personal history 
 explore concept of passage of time 
 communicate about important holidays 

 

Geography 
AK Content Standards: GY.A.1,3; GY.B.3-4 

 identify specific locations in school 
 follow simple 1 and 2 step directions to 

locate things 
 identify and compare similarities and 

differences between home and school 
 recognize maps and globes and their 

functions 

 

Civics/Government 
AK Content Standards: H.D.7;G/C.E.1-3, 7; CS.A.7; 
CS.C.2; CS.D.3, 5; CS.E.1,8 

 know personal information: name; 
directions to home; phone; birthdate; 
age 

 recognize need to work and practice 
together in groups 

 know and recognize authority and 
responsibility in school and community 

 

Economics 
AK Content Standards: G/C.F.2, 5; G/C.G.5 

 distinguish between needs and wants 
 understand how jobs are created and 

their role in economy 

 



Strands Mastery Core Objectives 
Students will: 

Suggested Activities 

 

Cultural Studies 
AK Content Standards: AH.CC.4; AH.PPE.3; CS.A.1-4, 5, 
7; CS.B.1-3; CS.C.1-4; CS.D.3-6; CS.E.1-2. 7-8 

 appreciate and share own cultural 
heritage 

 display respect for all cultural groups 
 participate in classroom and community 

observances of ethnic traditions 
throughout year 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



FIRST GRADE         Family and Neighborhood 
Essential Questions: 
(H) Why is your family history important?                
        What are some important events in your family history? 
        What are important historical events in your school and country? 
(G) What and where are the important landforms/landmarks in your school neighborhood? 
(C/G) How can we be good neighbors and responsible members of a family, classroom, and community? 
(E) How do we use money? 
(C) What is cultural diversity and why is it important? 
       What are the cultures of your family and your classmates?  
 

H-History 
G-Geography 
C/G-
Civics/Government 
E-Economics 
C-Culture 

 
Strands Mastery Core Objectives 

Students will: 

Suggested Activities 

History 
AK Content Standards: H.A.1,8; H.B.4; H.C.3; H.D.1-2 

 Show family milestones over time 
 Compare/contrast how families and 

social groups address similar needs and 
concerns like nutrition, shelter, 
communication 

 Understand that history is a record of 
human events 

 Share important event in family history 
 Illustrate and communicate about 

important family celebrations and 
traditions 

 Communicate about history of important 
holidays 

 Understand concept of time and correctly 
utilize concepts of yesterday, today and 
tomorrow 

 Highlight and review past and future 
classroom events that involve students 

 

 

Geography 
AK Content Standards: GY.A.1-3; GY.B.1-3, 7 

 Recognize that a map is a visual 
representations of a place (classroom, 

 



Strands Mastery Core Objectives 
Students will: 

Suggested Activities 

school, playground, town, etc) and a globe 
is a visual representation of our world 

 Recognize and distinguish between basic 
landforms on a map 

 Use a simple map key 
 Make a simple map of school 

neighborhood with map key included 
 Identify and locate Alaska on a map and 

globe 
 

Civics/Government 
AK Content Standards: H.D.7;G/C.E.1-3, 7; CS.A.7; 
CS.C.2; CS.D.3, 5; CS.E.1,8 

 Know and understand authority and 
responsibility in schools and 
neighborhoods such as classroom and 
school rules, laws and safety signs 

 Recognize and practice the roles and 
responsibilities of individuals in a group: 
conflict resolution 

 Apply important characteristics of being a 
responsible citizen such as respecting 
rights and property of others and taking 
turns 

 Explore how others contribute to the 
school neighborhood 

 Recognize president as leader of our 
country 

 Participate in sharing of current events 
  

 

Economics 
AK Content Standards: G/C.F.2-4; G/C.G.1-5 

 Distinguish between people’s wants and 
needs 

 Begin to recognize that every choice has a 
cost 

 Explore and compare the value of 
individual coins and other token 
economies 

 



Strands Mastery Core Objectives 
Students will: 

Suggested Activities 

 Begin to understand the concept of goods 
and services 
 

Cultural Studies 
AK Content Standards: AH.PPE.2-3; CS.A.1-5, 7; CS.B.1-
3; CS.C.1-4; CS.D.3-6; CS.E.1-2. 7-8 

 Explore how literature reflects customs 
and cultural diversity 

 Appreciate and share own cultural 
heritage 

 Become aware of classmates’ and 
community cultural celebrations 

 Compare and contrast family traditions 
and customs with others in your class 

 Participate in classroom and community 
observances of numerous ethnic 
traditions that occur throughout the year 

 Explore Alaska’s Native cultures 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SECOND GRADE       People Who Make A Difference  
Essential Questions: 
(H) Who are some important people in your community, state and country? 
        What are some important historical events in your community? 
        What is your family history? 
(G) What are the basic elements of a map? 
       What and where are the continents and oceans of the world?         
       What and where are the basic landforms in Alaska? 
 (C/G) What are the connections between rules and laws? 
             What are the bodies of your local government? 
(E) What are goods and services? 
(C) What are the cultures of your family and community? 

H-History 
G-Geography 
C/G-
Civics/Government 
E-Economics 
C-Culture 

 
Strands Mastery Core Objectives 

Students will: 

Suggested Activities 

History 
AK Content Standards: H.A.1, 5-9; H.B.1-7; H.C.3-4; 
H.D.1-2; CS.A.2; CS.D.1, 3-4 

 Recognize people who have shaped our 
community, state, and country 

 Recognize people honored by national 
holidays 

 Communicate about important historical 
celebrations in your community 

 Examine personal family history 
 

 

Geography 
AK Content Standards: AH.PPE.1; GY.A.1-5; GY.B.1-4, 
6-7 

 Demonstrate knowledge of basic map 
skills including: cardinal directions; 
compass rose; legends; map keys 

 Identify and locate the continents and 
oceans of the world 

 Locate basic landforms on a map of 
Alaska 

 

 

Civics/Government 
AK Content Standards: H.A.6; G/C.a.1-2, 6-7; G/C.B.1-4, 
9; G/C.C.1; G/C.E.1-8 

 Practice roles and responsibilities in a 
group (leader/follower; speaker/listener; 
reader/writer)- conflict resolution 

 



Strands Mastery Core Objectives 
Students will: 

Suggested Activities 

 Demonstrate connection between rules 
and laws 

 Become familiar with local governing 
bodies and their elected leaders 

 Recognize state and national symbols and 
patriotic songs 

 Recognize democratic process of voting 
 Recognize US Constitution as law of the 

land 
 Discuss current events 

 

Economics 
AK Content Standards: G/C.F.2-5, 9; G/C.G.1-7 

 Differentiate between production and 
consumption (goods and services) 

 Recognize economic consequences 
 Identify relationship between money and 

meeting our basic needs 

 

Cultural Studies 
AK Content Standards: A.H.CC.4; AH.PPE.2; CS.A.1-5, 7; 
CS.B.1-3; CS.C.1-4; CS.D.3-6; CS.E.1-2. 7-8 

 Appreciate and share own cultural 
heritage 

 Participate in classroom and community 
observances of numerous ethnic 
traditions that occur throughout the year 

 Explore subsistence seasonal cycles of 
Unangan culture 

 Compare and contrast different cultural 
celebrations in your community 

 

 
 
 
 
 



THIRD GRADE                                      Local History  
Essential Questions: 
(H) What is the history of your local community and the Aleutian Chain? 
(G) What are the landforms and important landmarks in Unalaska? 
 (C/G) How is your city government set up? 
             How can we become productive citizens? 
(E) How are goods and services produced and distributed? 
(C) What is culture? 

H-History 
G-Geography 
C/G-
Civics/Government 
E-Economics 
C-Culture 

 
Strands Mastery Core Objectives 

Students will: 

Suggested Activities 

History 
AK Content Standards: H.A.1, 5-9; H.B.1-7; H.C.3-4; 
H.D.1-2; CS.A.2; CS.D.1, 3-4 

 Examine important historical events and 

people of Unalaska 

 Examine the changes through time in 

Unalaska 

 Identify how economic resources and their 

geographic locations have affected 

Unalaskan history 

 Relate the contributions of Unangan, early 

settlers, Russians, and other Alaskan 

indigenous groups to the development of 

Unalaska as a community 

 

 

Geography 
AK Content Standards: AH.PPE.1; GY.A.1-5; GY.B.1-4, 
6-7 

 Student identifies the different geographic 

features of their community.  (Mountains, 

valleys, oceans, lakes, rivers, etc.) 

 Apply basic mapping skills using legends 

and map keys 

 Understand directions and distance scales 

 



Strands Mastery Core Objectives 
Students will: 

Suggested Activities 

 Student describes how different features 

affect how people live (i.e.: fishing 

industry) 

 Identify geographic landforms on a map 

 Recognize the names and locations of 

community, borough, state, country and 

continent 

 Student creates a detailed map of their 

community or local area 

 

Civics/Government 
AK Content Standards: AH.ICGP.8, 10; AH.PPE.3; 
G/C.A.1; G/C.B.1, 4, 8-9; G/C.C.1, 5-6, 8; G/C.E. 3-4, 6-7; 
G/C.G.7; CS.A.1, 6-7; CS.E.8 

 Understand the necessity of government 

 Examine how city government is 

organized 

 Understand the necessity of laws and their 

consequences 

 Recite the pledge of allegiance 

 Recognize the role of the individual in 

rules and resolving conflict 

 Participate in local community service 

projects (Clean up Week) 

 Understand personal responsibility and 

accountability 

 Examine the four levels of government 
(local, region, state, national) 

 

Economics 
AK Content Standards: G/C.F.2-5, 9; G/C.G.1-7 

 Recognize that people earn money for 

needs and wants 

 Explain how people make choices to spend 

and earn 

 Define words: goods, service, producers, 

consumer, needs and wants 

 



Strands Mastery Core Objectives 
Students will: 

Suggested Activities 

 Explain how people depend on goods and 

services in the community 

 

Cultural Studies 
AK Content Standards: A.H.CC.4; AH.PPE.2; CS.A.1-5, 7; 
CS.B.1-3; CS.C.1-4; CS.D.3-6; CS.E.1-2. 7-8 

 Explore and discuss family traditions and 

different cultures 

 Explore tradition activities in the local 

cultures 

 Examine other characteristics of other 

communities (Filipino, Vietnamese, 

Korean, Samoan, etc) 

 Show respect for all ethnic groups 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  



FOURTH GRADE                                     Alaskan History  
Essential Questions: 
(H) What is the history of Alaska? 
(G) What are the landforms in Alaska? 
       What is the connection between culture, environment, and history? 
       What are the geographic features of the United States? 
(C/G) How is Alaska’s government organized? 
(E) How do the natural resources affect the growth and economics of the state of Alaska? 
(C) What are the cultural groups of Alaska? 
       How do resources in a region influence a culture? 

H-History 
G-Geography 
C/G-
Civics/Government 
E-Economics 
C-Culture 

 
Strands Mastery Core Objectives 

Students will: 

Suggested Activities 

History 
AK Content Standards: AH.CC.1; AH.CPD.1; AH.ICGP.2, 
4, 8, 10; AH.PPE.3-4; H.A.1-9; H.B.1a-e, 3-5; H.C.1-4; 
H.D.1, 4, 6-2 

 Examine chronological framework and 

events in Alaska history, including 

Russian history, age of discovery, gold 

rush, territory, statehood and 20th 

century. 

 

Geography 
AK Content Standards: AH.PPE.1-2; GY.A.1-6; GY.B.1-4,  
7-8, GY.D.3; GY.C.1-3; GY.F.6 

 Make and use an Alaska map which 

includes land and water forms. 

 Identify landforms on an Alaska map. 

 Identify state symbols including state 

flag, flower, tree, bird, insect, mineral, 

song, mammal. 

 Make and use an Alaska map which 

includes land and water forms. 

 Identify landforms on an Alaska map. 

 Identify state symbols including state 

flag, flower, tree, bird, insect, mineral, 

song, mammal. 

 



Strands Mastery Core Objectives 
Students will: 

Suggested Activities 

 Use maps to locate regions, landforms, 

cities, and rivers in the United States. 

 Compare and contrast geographic 

features of regions of the United States  

 Identify and locate the 50 states 

 

 

Civics/Government 
AK Content Standards: AH.CPD.4; AH.ICGP.12; 
AH.PPE.7; G/C.A.1-3; G/C.B.4; G/C.C.1-8; G/C.E. 2-4, 6-
7; G/C.G.7; CS.A.6-7; CS.E.8 

 Examine how Alaska organizes its 

government 

 Develop a familiarity with the Alaska 

State Constitution 

 Communicate the significance of the 

state symbols 

 Develop a familiarity with proper 

procedures for making and changing 

local and state laws 

 

 

Alaskan Economics 
AK Content Standards: AH.CC.1, 5; AH.CPD.1-2, 6-7; 
AH.ICGP.2; AH.PPE.3; GY.B.1, 6, 8; GY.C.1-2; GY.D.1-4; 
GY.E.1-6; GY.F.1, 6; G/C.C.8; G/C.F.1-5, 9-10 

 Identify major resources of Alaska. 

 Describe how Alaska’s resources relate 

to the economics of the past and present. 

 Begin to explore Alaska’s economic 

relationships with Pacific Rim and 

Russia. 

 Begin to recognize names of native 

corporations. 

 Demonstrate a basic understanding of 

the Permanent Fund Dividend. 

 Identify how natural resources and their 

geographic locations have affects on the 

 



Strands Mastery Core Objectives 
Students will: 

Suggested Activities 

growth and development of the regions 

as well as the state. 

Cultural Studies 
AK Content Standards: AH.PPE.2; CS.A.1-7; CS.B.1-4; 
CS.C.1-4; CS.D.1-6; CS.E.1-2, 4-5, 7-8 

 Distinguish between the different 

cultural elements of the main Alaska 

Native groups. 

 Show respect and appreciation for all 

ethnic groups of the state 

 Recognize natural resources of the area 

affected the cultures of indigenous 

people. 

 Begin to explore the connection of 

resources to the arrival of new cultures 

and how those cultures influenced the 

other groups of the area. 

 

 
 
 



 

 

5th Grade Early American History and Geography 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AK 

Code 

AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
  

 
Geography 
Map Skills 

 

G.A.1 A student should be able to make 

and use maps, globes, and graphs to 

gather, analyze, and report spatial 

(geographic) information. 

 
 

Students will: 

 Understand and interpret current and 

historical information using a variety of 

geographic tools (e.g., maps, globe). 

 Understand how to use map features to 

locate and identify seven continents and 

five oceans. 

 Understand and use key map features (e.g. 

compass, key) to describe physical 

characteristics of the geographic regions 

in North America. 

 Understand how to use key map features 

 Travel simulation 

 US geography musical play 

 Study of states, continents, capitals, major 

geographic features 

 3D maps 

 

Overview: Students will focus on the history of the United States from Early European exploration through westward movement and migration.  

Students will focus on colonization, native American conflict, Revolutionary war and the 5 themes of geography as it relates to local, state, and U.S. Geography 

related to areas of study. 
 

Pre-requisites (if any): n/a 

 

Credits (if applicable): n/a 

 



 

AK 

Code 

AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
(e.g. compass, key) to describe how 

bodies of water in the U.S. support and 

link geographic regions. 

 Understand how to locate and identify 

states and capitals on a map. 

 Identifying and locating seven continents, 

five oceans, geographic regions and 

physical characteristics of North America 

using map features. 

 Identifying and describing major bodies 

of water using map features. 

Identifying and locating the states and 

capitals of the United States on a map. 

  Pre-Columbian North America 
Native Americans 

 

H.A 

 

 

 

 

H.B 

A student should understand that 

history is a record of human 

experiences that links the past to the 

present and the future. 

 

A student should understand 

historical themes through factual 

knowledge of time, places, ideas, 

institutions, cultures, people, and 

events. 

 

 

 

 

Students will: 

 Understand and describe reasons for 

migration of first Americans. 

 Understand and describe how First 

Americans adapted to their 

environment. 

 Understand and compare cultural aspect of 

Native American tribes. 

 Indigenous people study by region, tribe, etc.  

 Multi-media presentations of first people 

 Learning log 

 Visual writing prompt 



 

AK 

Code 

AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
  Exploration and Early 

Settlement of America 

 

H.A 

 

 

 

 

H.B 

A student should understand that 

history is a record of human 

experiences that links the past to the 

present and the future. 

 

A student should understand 

historical themes through factual 

knowledge of time, places, ideas, 

institutions, cultures, people, and 

events. 

 

 

 

 

Students will: 

 Understand and describe technological 

advancements that shaped European 

exploration. 

 Understand and compare and contrast the 

motives for travel, obstacles faced, routes 

traveled, and accomplishments of 

European explorers. 

 Understand and describe the positive 

and negative interactions between two 

cultures. 

 Understand and investigate causes of failure 

and success of early settlements. (e.g. 

Jamestown, Plymouth) 

 Write and conduct and interview with a 

historical figure 

 Position statement on positive and negative 

interactions between indigenous people and 

early settlers 

 Re-enactment of Jamestown 

 Lewis and Clark journey map 

 Lewis and Clark Journal 

 

 

 Colonization of North America   

H.A 

 

 

 

 

H.B 

A student should understand that 

history is a record of human 

experiences that links the past to the 

present and the future. 

 

A student should understand 

historical themes through factual 

knowledge of time, places, ideas, 

institutions, cultures, people, and 

events. 

 

 

 

 

Students will: 

 Understand the motive for settlement, 

key individuals, geography, economy, 

government, social structure, and 

relationships with Native Americans. 

 Understand and compare and contrast 

geographical, political, social, and 

economical aspects of colonial life in each 

region (New England, Middle, and 

Southern). 

 Understand and identify key individuals 

responsible for development of colonies 

and describe their impact. 

 Create and information flyer inviting people 

to move to the colonies 

 Learning log; document learning during class 



 

AK 

Code 

AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
 Understand and identify the causes for 

triangular trade and its impact/effect on 

individuals and society. 
 

 
 

 
 American Revolution  

H.A 

 

 

 

 

H.B 

A student should understand that 

history is a record of human 

experiences that links the past to the 

present and the future. 

 

A student should understand 

historical themes through factual 

knowledge of time, places, ideas, 

institutions, cultures, people, and 

events. 

 

 

 

 

Students will: 

 Understand and describe events that led 

up to the American Revolution (create a 

time line, flow map, etc.) 

 Understand and describe the factors that 

allowed the Continental Army to defeat 

the British Army in the Revolutionary 

War. 

 Understand and analyze primary and 

secondary documents and use its relevant 

details to make judgments. 

 Write a propaganda message from a 

Revolutionary war figure  

 Living history museum of important 

historical characters 

 

  Government/Citizenship 
Civics and Government 

 

H.A 

 

 

 

 

H.B 

A student should understand that 

history is a record of human 

experiences that links the past to the 

present and the future. 

 

A student should understand 

historical themes through factual 

knowledge of time, places, ideas, 

institutions, cultures, people, and 

events. 

 

Students will: 

 Understand and explain how and why 

government changed in Early America. 

 Understand and explain purpose of the 

constitution by the founding fathers of 

America. 

 Understand and describe how cultural 

symbols represent the United States. 

 Opinion writing; which amendment to the 

Bill of Rights is the most important to you 



 

 



6th Grade Early Civilizations 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
  Early Civilizations of Western 

Hemisphere 

 

  

 
Students will: 

 Understand that Early Indian civilizations 

(Maya, Inca, and Aztec) existed in the 

Western Hemisphere prior to the arrival of 

Europeans. 

 

 Identify the unique characteristics of these 

civilizations by being able to describe their 

governments, social structures, religions, 

technologies, and agricultural practices and 

products. 

 

H.B1 Comprehend the forces of change 

and continuity that shape human 

history through the following 

persistent organizing themes 

Students will: 

• Identify the key elements of a civilization. 

(I.e. culture, government, language, religion, 

technology). 

 

Overview: Sixth grade social studies emphasizes ancient societies in a geographical, historical, political, and cultural context with a concentrated 

focus on Maya, Inca, Aztec, Egypt and China.  

 

Pre-requisites (if any): n/a 
 
Credits (if applicable): n/a 

 



AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
G.E5  Students will: 

• Measure the effect of the key elements of a 

civilization on the Aztec, Inca, and Maya 

civilizations. 

 

G.F1 Analyze and evaluate the impact of 

physical and human geographical 

factors on major historical events. 

Students will: 

• Analyze the role of environment in the 

development of early empires: Incas, Aztecs, 

and Mayans. 

 

G.E5 Analyze the consequences of 

human modification of the 

environment and evaluate the 

changing landscape. 

Students will: 

• Determine the importance of agricultural 

advances to the development of each 

civilization. 

 

H.B1 Comprehend the forces of change 

and continuity that shape human 

history through the following 

persistent organizing themes: c. 

the origin and impact of 

ideologies, religions, and 

institutions upon human societies. 

Students will: 

• Describe the similarities and differences 

among the Aztec, Inca, and Maya 

civilizations including economy, religion, 

government, and class structure. 

 

H.A6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

H.A7 

 

 

H.B1 

Know that cultural elements, 

including language, literature, the 

arts, customs, and belief systems, 

reflect the ideas and attitudes of a 

specific time and know how the 

cultural elements influence human 

interaction. 

 

Understand that history is dynamic 

and composed of key turning 

points. 

 

Comprehend the forces of change 

and continuity that shape human 

Students will: 

• Explain how Inca, Aztec, and Mayan 

civilizations expanded. 

 



AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
history through the following 

persistent organizing themes: b. 

human communities and their 

relationships with climate, 

subsistence base, resources, 

geography, and technology. 

H.A1 Understand chronological 

frameworks for organizing 

historical thought and place 

significant ideas, institutions, 

people, and events within time 

sequences. 

Students will: 

• Construct a timeline of main events in the 

origin and development of civilizations in 

the Western Hemisphere. 

 

H.A5 

 

 

 

 
 

 

H.A7 

 

 

 
H.B1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

H.B1.e 

Understand that history is a 
narrative told in many voices 

and expresses various 

perspectives of historical 
experience. 

 

Understand that history is 

dynamic and composed of key 

turning points. 

 

Comprehend the forces of change 

and continuity that shape human 

history through the following 

persistent organizing themes: d. 

The consequences of peace and 

violent conflict to societies and 

their cultures. 

 

Major developments in societies 

as well as changing patterns 

related to class, ethnicity, race, 

and gender. 

Students will: 

• Explain the reasons for the decline of each 

civilization. 

 



AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
H.A6 Know that cultural elements, 

including language, literature, 

the arts, customs, and belief 

systems, reflect the ideas and 
attitudes of a specific time and 

know how the cultural elements 
influence human interaction. 

Students will: 

• Summarize the major developments of the 

Mayan Civilization. 

 

H.A6 Know that cultural elements, 

including language, literature, 
the arts, customs, and belief 

systems, reflect the ideas and 

attitudes of a specific time and 
know how the cultural 

elements influence human 

interaction. 

Students will: 

• Summarize the major developments of the 

Aztec Civilization. 

• Aztec- calendar, astronomy, floating gardens, 

medicine. 

H.A6 Know that cultural elements, 

including language, literature, 

the arts, customs, and belief 
systems, reflect the ideas and 

attitudes of a specific time and 

know how the cultural 
elements influence human 

interaction. 

Students will: 

• Summarize the major developments of the 

Inca- terracing, road system, aqueduct, 

 

  Early Civilizations of Eastern 

Hemisphere 
 

H.B1 Comprehend the forces of change 

and continuity that shape human 

history through the following 

persistent organizing themes:  

 

Students will: 

 Understand that Early civilizations (Egypt 

and China amongst others) existed in the 

Eastern Hemisphere 

 

 Identify the unique characteristics of these 

civilizations by being able to describe their 

governments, social structures, religions, 

technologies, and agricultural practices and 

 



AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
products. 

H.B1 Comprehend the forces of change 

and continuity that shape human 

history through the following 

persistent organizing themes:  

 

Students will: 

• Identify the key elements of a civilization. 

(I.e. culture, government, language, religion, 

technology). 

 

G.E5 Analyze the consequences of 

human modification of the 

environment and evaluate the 

changing landscape. 

Students will: 

• Measure the effect of the key elements of a 

civilization on the Egyptian and Chinese 

civilizations.  

 

G.E5 Analyze the consequences of 

human modification of the 

environment and evaluate the 

changing landscape. 

Students will: 

• Determine the importance of agricultural 

advances to the development of each 

civilization. 

 

H.B1 Comprehend the forces of change 

and continuity that shape human 

history through the following 

persistent organizing themes: c. 

the origin and impact of 

ideologies, religions, and 

institutions upon human societies. 

Students will: 

• Describe the similarities and differences 

among the Chinese and Egyptian 

civilizations including economy, religion, 

government, and class structure. 

 

H.A6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

H.A7 

 

 

Know that cultural elements, 

including language, literature, the 

arts, customs, and belief systems, 

reflect the ideas and attitudes of a 

specific time and know how the 

cultural elements influence human 

interaction. 

 

Understand that history is dynamic 

and composed of key turning 

points. 

Students will: 

• Explain how Chinese and Egyptian 

civilizations expanded. 

 



AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
H.B1  

Comprehend the forces of change 

and continuity that shape human 

history through the following 

persistent organizing themes: b. 

human communities and their 

relationships with climate, 

subsistence base, resources, 

geography, and technology. 

H.A1 Understand chronological 

frameworks for organizing 

historical thought and place 

significant ideas, institutions, 

people, and events within time 

sequences. 

Students will: 

• Construct a timeline of main events in the 

origin and development of civilizations in 

both Egyptian 

 

H.A5 

 

 

 

 
 

 

H.A7 

 

 

 
H.B1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

H.B1.e 

Understand that history is a 

narrative told in many voices 

and expresses various 
perspectives of historical 

experience. 

 

Understand that history is 

dynamic and composed of key 

turning points. 

 

Comprehend the forces of change 

and continuity that shape human 

history through the following 

persistent organizing themes: d. 

The consequences of peace and 

violent conflict to societies and 

their cultures. 

 

Major developments in societies 

Students will: 

• Explain the reasons for the decline of each 

civilization. 

 



AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
as well as changing patterns 

related to class, ethnicity, race, 

and gender. 

H.A6 Know that cultural elements, 

including language, literature, 

the arts, customs, and belief 
systems, reflect the ideas and 

attitudes of a specific time and 
know how the cultural elements 

influence human interaction. 

Students will: 

• Summarize the major developments of the 

Egyptian Civilization. 

 

H.A6 Know that cultural elements, 
including language, literature, 

the arts, customs, and belief 

systems, reflect the ideas and 
attitudes of a specific time and 

know how the cultural 

elements influence human 
interaction. 

Students will: 

• Summarize the major developments of the 

Chinese Civilization. 

 

 

 

 



7th/8th Grade Geography of Eastern Hemisphere 
 

 

 

 

 

 

AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
  Physical Geography 

Spatial Views of the World 

 

G. A1 

 

 

C3 D2. Geo.1.3-5. 

Use maps and globes to locate 

places and regions. 

 
Construct maps and other graphic 
representations of both familiar  
and  unfamiliar places. 
 

Students will:  

 Construct maps and other graphic 

representations of both familiar and 

unfamiliar places. 

 Make a map. 

G. A2 

 

C3 D2.Geo.2.3-5. 

Make maps, globes, and graphs. 

 

Use maps satellite images,     

photographs, and other 

representations to explain 

relationships between the locations 

of places and regions and their 

environmental characteristics. 

Students will:  

 Use maps, satellite images, photographs and 

other representations to explain relationships 

between the locations of places and 

regions and their environmental 

characteristics. 

 

 Use Google Earth/Maps to show 
relationships between population density and 
geographic features. 

Overview: This year long global geography and culture course combines the physical and cultural approach to teaching and learning the 

geography of the Eastern Hemisphere. The course will help students to understand the global patterns of the physical and cultural characteristics of 

geography such as land forms, population, communication, and cultural themes. Students will be provided the opportunity to study the five themes of 

geography as the apply to the various regions of the world. 
 

Pre-requisites (if any): n/a 

 

Credits (if applicable): n/a 
 



AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
G.B1 

 

 

G.A4 

 

 

 

 

G.C1 

Know that places have distinctive 

geographic characteristics. 

 

Use graphic tools and 

technologies to depict and 

interpret the world’s human and 

physical systems. 

 

Analyze the operation of the 

Earth’s physical systems, 

including ecosystems, climate 

systems, erosion systems, the 

water cycle, and tectonics. 

Students will: 
 Know that places have distinctive 

geographic characteristics. 

 Interpret characteristics of regions using 
thematic maps (i.e. physical, climate, 
resources, political, population). 

 Explain how climates differ as a 
consequence of differences in latitude, 
elevation, and other geographic variables (i.e. 
ocean currents, wind patterns, landforms). 

 Compare the annual precipitation 

between the Gobi Desert and Southern 

China. 

G.A4 Use graphic tools and 

technologies to depict and interpret 

the world’s human and physical 

systems. 

Students will: 
 Research geographic information using a 

variety of online and/or print almanacs & 
atlases. 

 Use an atlas to label continents and 

oceans. 
 

G.A1 Use maps and globes to locate 

places and regions. 

Students will: 
 Locate places in the Eastern Hemisphere on a 

map using latitude and longitude. 

 Label the following items 
on a blank World Map: 
Prime Meridian, 
International Dateline, 
Equator, Tropics, Arctic and 
Antarctica Circles. 

 

  Agriculture and Settlements of 

Ancient River Civilizations 
How did people adapt to the environment in 

history? 

 

His.A1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Understand chronological 

frameworks for organizing 

historical thought and place 

significant ideas, institutions, 

people, and events within time 

sequences. 

 

Create and use chronological 

Students will: 
 Create and use chronological frameworks for 

organizing significant ideas, institutions, 
people, and events. 

 Compare the chronology of two 

civilizations using a timeline. 



AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
C3 D2.His.1.3-5. sequence of related events to 

compare developments that 

happened at the same time. 

C3 D2.His.5.3-5 Explain connections among 

historical contexts and people’s 

perspectives at the time. 

Students will: 
 Explain connections among historical 

contexts and people’s perspectives at the 
time. 

 Write a journal entry from the perspective 

of a resident of an ancient river 

civilization. 

C3 D2.His.14.6-8. Explain multiple causes and 

effects of events and developments 

in the past. 

Students will: 
 Explain multiple causes and effects of events 

and developments. 

 

C3 D2.His.16.3-5. Use evidence to develop a claim 

about the past. 

Students will: 
 Use evidence to develop a claim about the 

past. 

 Write an argument essay 

G.A1 Use maps an globes to locate 

places and regions. 

Students will: 

 Identify the major river civilizations of the 
Eastern Hemisphere. 

 Use a map to identify the boundaries of 

each civilization. 

G.A2 Make  maps, globes, and graphs. Students will: 

 Identify the locations of the four 

ancient river valley civilizations 

(create a map). 

 Discuss the role the rivers played in 

the development of the civilizations. 

 Create a map. 

G.B7 Understand that a region is a 

distinct area defined by one or 

more cultural or physical features. 

Students will: 
 Identify the importance of the agricultural 

advances to the development of the 
civilizations. 

 

G.E3 Understand the varying capacities 

of physical systems, such as 

watersheds, to support human 

activity. 

Students will: 
 Analyze the components of each civilization 

(i.e. trade, religion, culture, language, ability 
to survive). 

 Use a RAFT (role, audience, format and 

topic) to speak from the perspective of a 

resident of a civilization. 

G.D4 Analyze how changes in 

technology, transportation, and 

communication impact social, 

cultural, economic, and political 

activity. 

Students will: 

 Explain the results of division of labor in 
each civilization (i.e. specialization). 

 



AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
H.A8 Know that history is a bridge to 

understanding groups of people 

and an individual’s relationship to 

society. 

Students will: 
 Describe the major accomplishments of 

Mesopotamia- irrigation, Hammurabi’s 
Code, wheel, alphabet 

 

H.B1 Comprehend the forces of change 

and continuity that shape human 

history through the following 

persistent organizing themes. 

Students will: 
 Describe the major accomplishments of 

Egypt- pyramids, hieroglyphics, 
mummification 

 Create a foldable pyramid. 

G.D1 Know that the need for people to 

exchange goods, services, and 

ideas creates population centers, 

cultural interaction, and 

transportation and communication 

links. 

Students will: 

 Describe the major 

accomplishments of Indus- 

scientific and engineering 

accomplishments. 

 Describe the major 

accomplishments of China- Great 

Wall, Terra Cotta Soldiers, and 

the Great Canal. 

 

H.A9 Understand that history is a 

fundamental connection that 

unifies all fields of human 

understanding and endeavor. 

Students will: 

 Explain the reasons for expansions for 

civilizations. 

 

H.B1 Comprehend the forces of change 
and continuity that shape human 
history through the following 
persistent organizing themes: b. 
Human communities and their 
relationships with climate, 
subsistence base, resources, 
geography, and technology. 

Students will: 
 Explain the reasons for the decline of 

civilizations. 
 Compare the four major civilizations. 

 

  Foundations of Western Civilization 
What are some of the political and historical 

advantages Europeans possessed, ultimately 

leading to their dominance in the world? 

 

H.A1 Understand chronological 

frameworks for organizing 

historical thought and place 

Students will: 

 Define the characteristics of a city- state. 

 Compare and contrast city-states (e.g. 

 Complete a research report on a famous 

Greek city-state. 

 Create a Venn Diagram comparing 



AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
significant ideas, institutions, 

people, and events within time 

sequences. 

Sparta vs. Athens). Athens vs. Sparta. 

 

H.B2 Understand the people and the 

political, geographic, economic, 

cultural, social and environmental 

events that have shaped the 

history of the state, the United 

States, and the world. 

Students will: 

 Analyze the components of Athenian 
democracy. 

 

 Hold a mock election. 

H.D2 Solve problems by using history to 

identify issues and problems, 

generate potential solutions, assess 

the merits of options, act, and 

evaluate the effectiveness of 

actions. 

Students will: 
 Identify Greek advancements in science, 

philosophy, and literature. 

 Complete a matching worksheet. 

H.A4 

 

 

H.A5 

 

 

 

 

H.B1 

Understand that history relies on 

the interpretation of evidence. 

 

Understand that history is a 

narrative told in many voices and 

expresses various perspectives of 

historical experience. 

 

Comprehend the forces of change 

and continuity that shape human 

history through the following 

persistent organizing themes: c. 

the origin and impact of 

ideologies, religions, and 

institutions upon human societies. 

Students will: 
 Identify the importance of Julius Caesar. 

 Compare primary source perspectives on 

his assassination. 

H.B4 

 

 

 

 

 

Recognize the importance of time, 

ideas, institutions, people, places, 

cultures, and events in 

understanding large historical 

patterns. 

 

Students will: 
 Compare and contrast the characteristics of 

the Roman Empire and the Roman Republic. 

 Write a before and after list comparing 

Roman Republic and the Roman Empire. 



AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
H.C3 Apply thinking skills, including 

classifying, interpreting, analyzing, 

summarizing, synthesizing, and 

evaluating, to understand the 

historical record. 

GC.G. 1 Apply economic principles to 

actual world situations. 

Students will: 
 Discuss the effects of the spread of 

Christianity throughout the Roman Empire. 

 Write a paragraph describing how the 

conversion of Constantine led to 

acceptance of Christianity throughout the 

Roman Empire. 

H.B2 Understand the people and the 

political, geographic, economic, 

cultural, social and environmental 

events that have shaped the history 

of the state, the United States, and 

the world. 

Students will: 
 Identify the causes of the fall of the Roman 

Empire. 

 Write a letter from the perspective of a 

Barbarian General that wants to invade 

the Northern Roman Empire. 

H.C3 Apply thinking skills, including 

classifying, interpreting, 

analyzing, summarizing, 

synthesizing, and evaluating, to 

understand the historical record. 

Students will: 
 Evaluate the importance of the Roman road 

system 
 

 

  Empires and Cultures of Asia 
How did religion impact the growth of social, 

political and economic institutions? What are 

the characteristics of Eastern Civilization? 

 

G.A4 Use graphic tools and 

technologies to depict and interpret 

the world’s human and physical 

systems. 

Students will: 

 Research geographic information using a 

variety of online and/or print almanacs & 

atlases. 

 Label a map of Central Asia. 

H.B1 Comprehend the forces of change 

and continuity that shape human 

history through the following 

persistent organizing themes: c. 

the origin and impact of 

ideologies, religions, and 

institutions upon human societies. 

Students will: 

 Identify the beliefs of the third monotheistic 

religion, Islam. 

 

 Create a poster of the 5 pillars of Islam. 



AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
H.A6 Know that cultural elements, 

including language, literature, the 

arts, customs, and belief systems, 

reflect the ideas and attitudes of a 

specific time and know how the 

cultural elements influence human 

interaction. 

Students will: 

 Examine the reasons for the spread of 

religion. 

 Draw the trade routes that helped spread 

Islam on a map of Southwestern and Central 

Asia. 

H.B1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

H.A5 

Comprehend the forces of 

change and continuity that shape 

human history through the 

following persistent organizing 

themes: c. the origin and impact 

of ideologies, religions, and 

institutions upon human 

societies. 

 

 

Understand that history is a 

narrative told in many voices and 

expresses various perspectives of 

historical experience. 

Students will: 

 Identify the beliefs of the third 

monotheistic religion, Islam. 

 Compare the characteristics of the 

three monotheistic religions. 

 Create a Venn diagram to compare\contrast 

the three monotheistic religions. 

H.B1 Comprehend the forces of change 

and continuity that shape human 

history through the following 

persistent organizing themes. 

Students will: 

 Explain how trade helped spread the religion 

of Islam throughout Asia. 

 Draw the trade routes that helped spread 

Islam on a map of Southwestern and Central 

Asia. 

H.B1 

 

 

 

 

H.A9 

Comprehend the forces of change 

and continuity that shape human 

history through the following 

persistent organizing themes. 

 

Understand that history is a 

fundamental connection that 

unifies all fields of human 

understanding and endeavor. 

Students will: 

 Identify the 3 major Muslim empires of 

Central Asia (Ottoman, Safavid, and Mughal) 

and the impact they had on the region. 

 Create a poster that displays the location of 

the Mughal Empire. 



AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
H.B1 Comprehend the forces of change 

and continuity that shape human 

history through the following 

persistent organizing themes. 

Students will: 

 Analyze the rise, fall and impact of the 

Mongol Empire on Asia\China. 

 Create a timeline of the Mongol Dynasty. 

G.B3 Relate how people create 

similarities and differences among 

places. 

Students will: 

 Contrast the characteristics of the region (i.e. 

culture, religion, language, and physical 

geography). 

 Create a Venn diagram to compare\contrast 

the three monotheistic religions. 

G.D5 Analyze how conflict and 

cooperation shape social, 

economic, and political use of 

space. 

Students will: 
 Identify the beliefs of the first 

monotheistic religion, Judaism. 

 Discuss the importance of the Holy 

Land to Judaism, Christianity, and 

Islam. 

 Create a poster of the Ten 

Commandments. 

 Label holy sites on a map of 

Jerusalem. 

H.A5 Understand that history is a 

narrative told in many voices and 

expresses various perspectives of 

historical experience. 

Students will: 

 Identify why Christianity broke from Judaism. 

 Write a letter from the perspective of a new 

convert to the Christian religion living in 

Jerusalem 50 C.E. 

  Age of Exploration & European 

Renaissance 
How are trade networks the cause of cultural 

diffusion? How did Renaissance ideals 

influence artistic and intellectual change? 

 

H.D1 

 

 

H.D2 

Understand that the student is 

important in history. 

 

Solve problems by using history to 

identify issues and problems, 

generate potential solutions, assess 

the merits of options, act, and 

evaluate the effectiveness of 

actions. 

Students will: 

 Know the great voyages of discovery, the 

locations of the routes, and the influence of 

cartography in the development of a new 

European worldview. 

 Use different colors to show the routes of 

famous European explorers. 

G.D1 

 

 

Know that the need for people to 

exchange goods, services, and 

ideas creates population centers, 

Students will: 

 Discuss the exchanges of plants, animals, 

technology, culture, and ideas among 

 Create a list of animals and plants that have 

been introduced to new lands and the impact 

they on the new land. 



AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
 

 

 

 

G.D2 

 

 

 

 

 

G.D4 

cultural interaction, and 

transportation and communication 

links. 

 

Explain how and why human 

networks, including networks for 

communications and for 

transportation of people and 

goods, are linked globally 

 

Analyze how changes in 

technology, transportation, and 

communication impact social, 

cultural, economic, and political 

activity. 

Europe, Africa, Asia, and the Americas in 

the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries and the 

major economic and social effects on each 

continent. 

H.B2 

 

 

 

 

 

H.B4 

Understand the people and the 

political, geographic, economic, 

cultural, social, and environmental 

events that have shaped the history 

of the state, the United States, and 

the world. 

Recognize the importance of time, 

ideas, institutions, people, places, 

cultures, and events in 

understanding large historical 

patterns. 

Students will: 

 Describe the way in which the revival of 

classical learning and the arts fostered a new 

interest in humanism (i.e., a balance between 

intellect and religious faith). 

 Write a paragraph about some of the leading 

thinkers of the Renaissance and their beliefs 

H.B5 

 

 

H.C2 

Evaluate the influence of context 

upon historical understanding. 

 

Use historical data from a variety 

of primary resources, including 

letters, diaries, oral accounts, 

archeological sites and artifacts, 

art, maps, photos, historical sites, 

documents, and secondary 

research materials, including 

Students will: 
 Explain the importance of Florence in the 

early stages of the Renaissance and the 
growth of independent trading cities (e.g., 
Venice), with emphasis on the city's’ 
importance in the spread of Renaissance 
ideas. 

 Compare and contrast the major cities of the 

Renaissance and their importance by 

creating a pamphlet. 



AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
almanacs, books, indices, and 

newspapers. 

H.B1 Comprehend the forces of change 

and continuity that shape human 

history through the following 

persistent organizing themes: c. 

The origin and impact of 

ideologies, religions, and 

institutions upon human societies. 

e. Major developments in 

societies as well as changing 

patterns related to class, ethnicity, 

race, and gender. 

Students will: 
 Detail advances made in literature, the arts, 

science, mathematics, cartography, 
engineering, and the understanding of human 
anatomy and astronomy (e.g., by Dante 
Alighieri, Leonardo da Vinci, Michelangelo 
di Buonarroti Simoni, Johann Gutenberg, 
William Shakespeare). 

 Choose a significant advancement or person 

and create a detailed poster (facts, 

illustrations, primary\secondary sources, 

etc.). 

 

 

 



7th/8th Grade US History 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
  Meeting of the Three 

Worlds in the 1500s 

 

G.D1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

G.D4 

 

 

 

 

 

G.D5 

 

 

Know that the need for people to 

exchange goods, services, and 

ideas creates population centers, 

cultural interaction, and 

transportation and communication 

links. 

 

Analyze how changes in 

technology, transportation, and 

communication impact social, 

cultural, economic, and political 

activity. 

 

Analyze how conflict and 

cooperation shape social, 

economic, and political use of 

Students will: 

 Analyze the economic, religious, political and 

technological factors, which contributed to 

European exploration of the Atlantic. 

 Student can explain religious reasons for 

European exploration of North America. 

 Student can explain economic reasons 

for the European exploration of North 

America. 

 Students can describe technologies that 

allowed early explorers to be successful. 

Overview: This year long course will focus on United States history from Exploration through the Civil War and Reconstruction. Students will 

begin critically thinking as historians by developing research skills and evaluating primary and secondary sources. This course will explore the 

integration of historical periods beginning with colonization which focuses on the conflicts of social issues and national crises. The course will then 

continue with a study of the emergence of a new America, the formations of our government and the struggles of creating a new nation. Study will 

continue with a focus on westward movement the impact on indigenous cultures, and finally the challenges of a nation struggling to remain one with 

the conflict of the Civil War and eventual Reconstruction.  
 

Pre-requisites (if any): n/a 

 

Credits (if applicable): n/a 

 



AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
 

 

H.A7 

 

 

 

H.B1 

 

space. 

 

Understand that history is dynamic 

and composed of key turning 

points. 

 

Comprehend the forces of change 

and continuity that shape human 

history through the following 

persistent organizing themes: 

H.A5 

 

 

 

 

H.A6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

H.B1 

Understand that history is a 

narrative told in many voices and 

expresses various perspectives of 

historical experience. 

 

Know that cultural elements, 

including language, literature, the 

arts, customs, and belief systems, 

reflect the ideas and attitudes of a 

specific time and know how the 

cultural elements influence human 

interaction. 

 

Comprehend the forces of change 

and continuity that shape human 

history through the following 

persistent organizing themes: d. 

the consequences of peace and 

violent conflict to societies and 

their cultures. Bloom's Taxonomy: 

Analysis 

Students will: 
 Explain the many different American Indian 

cultures inhabiting North America prior to 
the arrival of Europeans 

 Recognize American Indian Groups. 

 Be able to compare Cultural/ 

Regional. 

 

H.A5 

 

 

 

 

Understand that history is a 

narrative told in many voices and 

expresses various perspectives of 

historical experience. 

 

Students will: 

 Explain the many different American Indian 

cultures inhabiting North America prior to 

the arrival of Europeans. 

 Recognize American Indian Groups. 

 Be able to compare Cultural/ 

Regional. 



AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
H.A6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

H.B1 

Know that cultural elements, 

including language, literature, the 

arts, customs, and belief systems, 

reflect the ideas and attitudes of a 

specific time and know how the 

cultural elements influence human 

interaction. 

 

Comprehend the forces of change 

and continuity that shape human 

history through the following 

persistent organizing themes: 

 

G.D1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

H.B1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

H.B4 

Know that the need for people to 

exchange goods, services, and 

ideas creates population centers, 

cultural interaction, and 

transportation and communication 

links. 

 

Comprehend the forces of change 

and continuity that shape human 

history through the following 

persistent organizing themes: d. 

the consequences of peace and 

violent conflict to societies and 

their cultures. e Major 

developments in societies as well 

as changing patterns related to 

class, ethnicity, race, and gender. 

 

Discuss how and why groups and 

individuals identify with places. 
Bloom's Taxonomy: Comprehension 

Students will: 
 Describe the Columbian Exchange and its 

impact on the Western/Eastern 
Hemispheres. 

 Identify the original inhabitants of North 

America. 

 Examples of goods found in North 

America that had a market in Europe. 

 Columbian Exchange-Disease, Food, 

Technology, Animals 

 Chart/Map 

Impact on Native Americans, Africans 

H.A6 

 

Know that cultural elements, 

including language, literature, the 

Students will: 

 Distinguish the different approaches 

 New France-Fur Traders 

 British-Jamestown/Plymouth Spanish 



AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
 

 

 

 

 

 

H.B1 

arts, customs, and belief systems, 

reflect the ideas and attitudes of a 

specific time and know how the 

cultural elements influence human 

interaction. 

 

Comprehend the forces of change 

and continuity that shape human 

history through the following 

persistent organizing themes: c. 

The origin and impact of 

ideologies, religions, and 

institutions upon human societies. 

d. The consequences of peace and 

violent conflict to societies and 

their cultures. Bloom's Taxonomy: 

Analysis 

used by the Spanish, British and French 

in their interactions with Native 

Americans 

 Learning Targets: Student can explain 

how competition for control of territory 

and resources in North America led to 

conflicts among colonizing powers. 

 Video: Crash Course 

  Establishment of Colonies  

G.A5 

 

 

 

 

G.C1 

 

 

 

 

 

G.C3 

 

 

 

 

 

Evaluate the importance of the 

locations of human and physical 

features in interpreting geographic 

patterns. 

 

Analyze the operation of the 

Earth’s physical systems, 

including ecosystems, climate 

systems, erosion systems, the 

water cycle, and tectonics. 

 

Recognize the concepts used in 

studying environments and 

recognize the diversity and 

productivity of different regional 

environments. 

 

Students will: 

 Analyze and compare the regional 

differences of the Southern, New England 

and Middle Colonies. 

 Create charts or maps to represent 

geography, climate, religious beliefs and 

economics. 



AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
G.E1 

 

 

GC.F2 

 

 

 

 

H.B1 

Understand how resources have 

been developed and used. 

 

Be aware that economic systems 

determine how resources are used 

to produce and distribute goods 

and services. 

 

Comprehend the forces of change 

and continuity that shape human 

history through the following 

persistent organizing themes: b. 

Human communities and their 

relationships with climate, 

subsistence base, resources, 

geography, and technology. Bloom's 

Taxonomy: Analysis 

H.B1 

 

Comprehend the forces of change 

and continuity that shape human 

history through the following 

persistent organizing themes: c. 

The origin and impact of 

ideologies, religions, and 

institutions upon human societies. 

e. Major developments in 

societies as well as changing 

patterns related to class, ethnicity, 

race, and gender. Bloom's Taxonomy: 

Analysis 

Students will: 

 Investigate the founding of the colonies of 

Virginia, Massachusetts, and Pennsylvania. 

 Jamestown, Plymouth, William Penn 

H.B1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comprehend the forces of change 

and continuity that shape human 

history through the following 

persistent organizing themes: e. 

Major developments in societies as 

well as changing patterns related 

to class, ethnicity, race, and 

Students will: 

 Describe triangle trade in terms of routes, 

goods traded, and economic 

interdependence between Great Britain and 

the colonies. 

 English Trade Laws, Navigation 

Acts, Mercantilism, Triangular 

Trade 



AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
 

 

GC.F2 

 

 

 

 

GC.F5 

 

 

 

GC.F10 

 

 

G.D1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

G.D3 

gender. 

 

Be aware that economic systems 

determine how resources are used 

to produce and distribute goods 

and services. 

 

Understand the basic concepts of 

supply and demand, the market 

system, and profit. 

 

Understand how international trade 

works. 

 

Know that the need for people to 

exchange goods, services, and 

ideas creates population centers, 

cultural interaction, and 

transportation and communication 

links. 

 

Interpret population 

characteristics and distributions. 
Bloom's Taxonomy: Analysis 

H.A5 

 

 

 

 

H.A6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Understand that history is a 

narrative told in many voices and 

expresses various perspectives of 

historical experience. 

 

Know that cultural elements, 

including language, literature, the 

arts, customs, and belief systems, 

reflect the ideas and attitudes of a 

specific time and know how the 

cultural elements influence human 

interaction. 

Students will: 

 (Assess) slavery and its impact on the 

societies and economies of Africa and North 

America. 

 Middle Passage, Slave Codes, Olaudah 

Equiano 



AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
 

H.B1 

 

Comprehend the forces of change 

and continuity that shape human 

history through the following 

persistent organizing themes: c. 

The origin and impact of 

ideologies, religions, and 

institutions upon human societies. 
Bloom’s Taxonomy: Evaluation 

GC.A1 

 

 

GC.A3 

 

 

GC.A4 

 

 

 

 

GC.B2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GC.B3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

H.A7 

Understand the necessity and 

purpose of government. 

 

Understand how nations organize 

their governments. 

 

Compare and contrast how 

different societies have governed 

themselves over time and in 

different places. 

 

Recognize American heritage and 

culture, including the republican 

form of government, capitalism, 

free enterprise system, patriotism, 

strong family units, and freedom 

of religion. Bloom's Taxonomy: Analysis 

 

Understand the United States 

Constitution, including separation 

of powers, the executive, 

legislative, and judicial branches 

of government, majority rule, and 

minority rights 

 

Understand that history is 

dynamic and composed of key 

Students will: 

 Describe the origins of colonial self–

government. 

 Magna Carta, Mayflower Compact, 

Maryland’s Act of Religious 

Tolerance, the Fundamental Orders of 

Connecticut, the English Bill of Rights, 

etc.) 

 Royal vs Propriety Colonies 



AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
turning points. Bloom's Taxonomy: 

Comprehension 

  Colonies Declare Independence 

and the Revolutionary War 

 

GC.A2 

 

 

 

 

 

GC.B2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GC.F1 

 

 

 

 

H.B1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

H.B2 

Understand the meaning of 

fundamental ideas, including 

equality, authority, power, 

freedom, justice, privacy, property, 

responsibility, and sovereignty. 

 

Recognize American heritage and 

culture, including the republican 

form of government, capitalism, 

free enterprise system, patriotism, 

strong family units, and freedom 

of religion. 

 

Understand how the government 

and the economy interrelate 

through regulations, incentives, 

and taxation. 

 

Comprehend the forces of change 

and continuity that shape human 

history through the following 

persistent organizing themes: d. 

The consequences of peace and 

violent conflict to societies and 

their cultures. 

 

Understand the people and the 

political, geographic, economic, 

cultural, social, and environmental 

Students will: 

 Identify how the relationship between Great 

Britain and its colonies changed after the 

French- Indian War. 

 Cause and effect chart 

 Proclamation of 1763 



AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
events that have shaped the 

history of the state, the United 

States, and the world. Bloom's 

Taxonomy: Comprehension 

H.A1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

H.A5 

 

 

 

 

Understand chronological 

frameworks for organizing 

historical thought and place 

significant ideas, institutions, 

people, and events within time 

sequences. 

 

Understand that history is a 

narrative told in many voices and 

expresses various perspectives of 

historical experience. 

 

Students will: 

 Understand the events and laws that 

propelled America to declare independence. 

 Navigation Acts, Sugar Act, Stamp Act, 

Declaratory Act, Townshend Acts, 

 Boston Massacre, Tea Act, The Boston Tea 

Party, Intolerable Acts, Committees of 

Correspondence 

GC.A4 

 

 

 

 

GC.B2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Compare and contrast how 

different societies have governed 

themselves over time and in 

different places. 

 

Understand the people and the 

political, geographic, economic, 

cultural, social, and environmental 

events that have shaped the 

history of the state, the United 

States, and the world. 

 

 

Students will: 

 Describe the actions of the First and Second 

Continental Congress. 

 Olive Branch Petition 

 Continental Army 

 George Washington 

 Segway-into Declarations of Independence  



AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
H.A7 

 

 

 

GC.A1 

 

 

GC.A2 

 

 

 

 

 

GC.B1 

 

 

 

 

Understand that history is dynamic 

and composed of key turning 

points. 

 

Understand the necessity and 

purpose of government. 

 

Understand the meaning of 

fundamental ideas, including 

equality, authority, power, 

freedom, justice, privacy, property, 

responsibility, and sovereignty. 

 

Comprehend the forces of change 

and continuity that shape human 

history through the following 

persistent organizing themes. 
Bloom’s Taxonomy: Evaluation 

Students will: 

 Develop an understanding of the principles 

articulated in the Declaration of 

Independence. 

 Colonists views of government and 

reasons for separation. 

 Primary Source: Declaration of 

Independence 

H.B1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GC.A2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comprehend the forces of change 

and continuity that shape human 

history through the following 

persistent organizing themes: d. 

the consequences of peace and 

violent conflict to societies and 

their cultures. 

 

Understand the meaning of 

fundamental ideas, including 

equality, authority, power, 

freedom, justice, privacy, 

property, responsibility, and 

sovereignty. 

 

 

Students will: 

 Compare and contrast the advantages and 

disadvantages of each side during the 

American Revolution. 

 

 Military leadership, geography, types of 

resources and incentive or motivations 

H.A7 

 

Understand that history is dynamic 

and composed of key turning 
Students will: 

 Identify factors and battles affecting the 

 Battle of Saratoga 

 Battle of Yorktown 



AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
 

 

H.B1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GC.D1 

 

 

 

 

GC.D2 

points. 

 

Comprehend the forces of change 

and continuity that shape human 

history through the following 

persistent organizing themes: d. 

the consequences of peace and 

violent conflict to societies and 

their cultures. 

 

Analyze how domestic politics, 

the principles of the United States 

Constitution, foreign policy, and 

economics affect relations with 

other countries. 

Evaluate circumstances in which 

the United States has politically 

influenced other nations and how 

other nations have influenced the 

politics and society of the United 

States. Bloom’s Taxonomy: 

Comprehension 

course of the war and contributing to the 

American victory. 
 Battle of Lexington-Concord 

 Battle of Trenton 

  

 Establishment of US 

Government 

 



AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
GC.A4 

 

 

 

 

 

GC.B4 

 

 

 

 

GC.D1 

 

 

 

Compare and contrast how 

different societies have governed 

themselves over time and in 

different places. 

 

 

Know how power is shared in the 

United States’ constitutional 

government at the federal, state, 

and local levels. 

 

interrelated with the politics and 

interests of the state. 

 

Students will: 

 Analyze the weaknesses of the Articles of 

Confederation which led to the writing of 

the Constitution of the United States. 

 No Military/Shay’s Rebellion 

 No Power in Central 

Government 

 

GC.B1 

 

 

 

 

GC.B4 

 

 

 

 

GC.B7 

 

 

 

 

H.A6 

 

 

Comprehend the forces of change 

and continuity that shape human 

history through the following 

persistent organizing themes: 

 

Know how power is shared in the 

United States’ constitutional 

government at the federal, state, 

and local levels. 

 

Distinguish between constitution- 

based ideals and the reality of 

American political and social life. 

 

 

Know that cultural elements, 

including language, literature, the 

arts, customs, and belief systems, 

Students will: 

 Evaluate how the Constitution established 

the principles Limited government, 

Separation of Powers, Federalism and 

Checks and Balances. 

 



AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
 

 

 

 

 

H.D3 

reflect the ideas and attitudes of a 

specific time and know how the 

cultural elements influence human 

interaction. 

 

Define a personal position on 

issues while understanding the 

historical aspects of the positions 

and roles assumed by others. 
Bloom's Taxonomy: Evaluation 

GC.A2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GC.B1 

 

 

 

 

GC.B2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GC.E1 

 

 

GC.E4 

Understand the meaning of 

fundamental ideas, including 

equality, authority, power, 

freedom, justice, privacy, property, 

responsibility, and sovereignty. 

 

 

Comprehend the forces of change 

and continuity that shape human 

history through the following 

persistent organizing themes. 

 

Recognize American heritage and 

culture, including the republican 

form of government, capitalism, 

free enterprise system, patriotism, 

strong family units, and freedom 

of religion. 

 

Know the important 

characteristics of citizenship. 

 

Establish, explain, and apply 

criteria useful in evaluating rules 

and laws. Bloom's 

Taxonomy:Comprehension and Application 

Students will: 

 Identify and explain the legislative, 

executive and judicial branches. 

 Identify and be able to articulate the rights 

guaranteed under the Bill of Rights. 

 Create chart 

 Primary Document: Article I, II 

& III of the Constitution 

 Apply modern day situations with 

relevance to students’ lives. 

 



AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
  Struggling country to confident 

nation 

 

GC.B7 

 

 

 

GC.B9 

 

 

GC.D1 

 

 

Distinguish between constitution-

based ideals and the reality of 

American political and social life. 

 

Recognize the role of dissent in 

the American political system. 

 

Analyze how domestic politics, 

the principles of the United States 

Constitution, foreign policy, and 

economics affect relations with 

other countries. 

 

 

 

Students will: 

 Examine significant leaders and their role in 

the developing nation. 

 Washington, Adams, Jefferson, Tecumseh, 

Whiskey Rebellion, Marbury vs Madison 

GC.D1 

 

 

 

 

 

GC.D3 

 

 

 

 

GC.F10 

 

Analyze how domestic politics, 

the principles of the United States 

Constitution, foreign policy, and 

economics affect relations with 

other countries. 

 

Understand how national politics 

and international affairs are 

interrelated with the politics and 

interests of the state. 

 

Understand how international 

trade works. 

 

 

Students will: 

 Summarize the causes and effects of the 

War of 1812. 

 Impressment 

 War Hawks 

 William Hazard Perry-The Battle of 

Lake Erie 

 Effects on Native Americans 

 Star-Spangled Banner 

  Westward Expansion  



AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
G.1 

 

 

 

G.A3 

 

 

 

G.B2 

 

 

 

 

G.D1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

H.A5 

Use maps and globes to locate 

places and regions. 

 

Understand how and why maps 

are changing documents. 

 

Analyze how places are 

formed, identified, named, and 

characterized. 

 

Know that the need for people 

to exchange goods, services, 

and ideas creates population 

centers, cultural interaction, and 

transportation and 

communication links. 

 

Understand that history is a 

narrative told in many voices 

and expresses various 

perspectives of historical 

experience. Bloom's Taxonomy: 

Comprehension 

Students will: 

 Identify the major segments of Westward 

Expansion. 

 Louisiana Purchase 

 Texas Independence  

 Mexican Session 

 Oregon Territory 

 Gadsden Purchase 

 Lewis & Clark Exploration 

 Westward expansion contributed to 

economic and industrial development, 

debates over sectional issues, war with 

Mexico and the displacement of American  

GC.B7 

 

 

 

 

 

H.A5 

 

 

 

Distinguish between 

constitution-based ideals and the 

reality of American political 

and social life. 

 

Understand that history is a 

narrative told in many voices 

and expresses various 

perspectives of historical 

Students will: 

 Define the concept and consequences of 

Manifest Destiny. 

 



AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
 

 

 

H.A6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

H.B1 

experience. 

 

Know that cultural elements, 

including language, literature, 

the arts, customs, and belief 

systems, reflect the ideas and 

attitudes of a specific time and 

know how the cultural elements 

influence human interaction. 

Comprehend the forces of 

change and continuity that 

shape human history through 

the following persistent 

organizing themes  

H.B1 Comprehend the forces of 

change and continuity that 

shape human history through 

the following persistent 

organizing themes 

Students will: 

 Assess the role the Industrial Revolution 

played in economic growth, sectionalism, 

and westward expansion. 

 

H.A6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

H.A8 

 

 

 

 

Know that cultural elements, 

including language, literature, 

the arts, customs, and belief 

systems, reflect the ideas and 

attitudes of a specific time and 

know how the cultural elements 

influence human interaction. 

 

Know that history is a bridge to 

understanding groups of people 

and an individual’s relationship 

to society. 

 

Students will: 

 Explain the institution of slavery, its policies 

and consequences. 

 Slave codes 

 



AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
  Causes of Civil War  

GC.D1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GC.D3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GC.D4 

 

 

 

Analyze how domestic politics, 

the principles of the United 

States Constitution, foreign 

policy, and economics affect 

relations with other countries. 

 

Understand how national 

politics and international affairs 

are interrelated with the 

politics and interests of the 

state. 

 

Understand the purpose and 

function of international 

government and 

nongovernmental organizations 

in the world today. 

 

Students will: 

 Compare and contrast the transition in the 

North towards urbanization and 

industrialization and the South’s 

dependency on agriculture. 

 Union's advantages in factories and 

railroads. 

 Manpower put the Confederacy at a great 

disadvantage 

GC.B5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GC.B9 

 

 

 

H.A5 

 

Understand the importance of 

individuals, public opinion, 

media, political parties, 

associations, and groups in 

forming and carrying out public 

policy. 

 

Recognize the role of dissent in 

the American political system. 

 

Understand that history is a 

narrative told in many voices 

Students will: 

 Identify the key arguments and actions of 

the Abolitionist movement and the response 

of the southerners. 

 Frederick Douglas 

 Grimké Sisters 

 John Brown 

 Uncle Tom’s Cabin 



AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
 

 

 

 

H.B1 

and expresses various 

perspectives of historical 

experience. 

 

Comprehend the forces of 

change and continuity that 

shape human history through 

the following persistent 

organizing themes: c the origin 

and impact of ideologies, 

religions, and institutions upon 

human societies. Bloom's 

Taxonomy: Comprehension 

H.C2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Use historical data from a 

variety of primary resources, 

including letters, diaries, oral 

accounts, archeological sites 

and artifacts, art, maps, photos, 

historical sites, documents, and 

secondary research materials, 

including almanacs, books, 

indices, and newspapers. 

 

 

Students will: 

 Describe key events that increased sectional 

tensions. 

 Missouri Compromise 1820 

 Wilmot Proviso (1846) 

 Compromise of 1850 including the 

Fugitive Slave Act 

 Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854 

 Dred Scott (1857) 

 Changes in the political party system and 

the election of 1860 

  Civil War  

GC.F2 

 

 

 

 

 

H.A4 

 

 

Be aware that economic 

systems determine how 

resources are used to produce 

and distribute goods and 

services. 

 

Understand that history relies 

on the interpretation of 

evidence. Understand the 

Students will: 

 Explain the roles played by significant 

individuals during the Civil War. 

 Explain the significance of key events that 

occurred during the Civil War and recognize 

the economic and military reasons that the 

North won the war. 

 Jefferson Davis, Ulysses S. Grant, 

Robert E. Lee, and Abraham Lincoln 

 Fort Sumter; the battles of Antietam, 

Gettysburg, and Vicksburg; the 

announcement of the Emancipation 

Proclamation; Sherman’s March to the 

Sea; Lee's surrender at Appomattox 

Court House; and the assassination of 

Abraham Lincoln 



AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
 people and the political, 

geographic, economic, cultural, 

social, and environmental 

events that have shaped the 

history of the state, the United 

States, and the world. 

 

 

H.A8 

 

 

 

 

H.B1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

H.B2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

H.C4 

Know that history is a bridge to 

understanding groups of people 

and an individual’s relationship 

to society. 

 

Comprehend the forces of 

change and continuity that 

shape human history through 

the following persistent 

organizing themes: a. the 

development of culture, the 

emergence of civilizations, and 

the accomplishments and 

mistakes of social 

organizations. 

 

Understand the people and the 

political, geographic, economic, 

cultural, social, and 

environmental events that have 

shaped the history of the state, 

the United States, and the 

world. 

 

Use historical perspective to 

solve problems, make decisions, 

and understand other traditions. 

Students will: 

 Describe the role of African Americans in 

the war. 

 Recruitment of black troops, black 

soldiers and regiments 

 



AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
Bloom's Taxonomy: Comprehension 

 

 

 

 



 

 

9th Grade Geography of Western Hemisphere 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
  Geography Skills and our Earth  

5-G-1. Students will use maps, globes, 

photographs, pictures, and tables to 

locate key geographic features, 

locations, and landmarks in North 

America. 

Students will: 

 Develop their geography skills and learn to 

use geography as a tool. 

 Develop skills that will enable them 

to observe patterns, associations, and 

spatial order and discuss how the 

five themes of geography help them 

develop their understanding of the 

world around them. 

 Understand how geography influences 

how people live and work on earth in 

order to get what they need and how 

people are affected by environmental, 

social, and cultural concerns. 

 Understand how culture and 

 

Overview: Geography is the study of physical and human characteristics and how they impact the relationship between Earth and the people on it. 

In grade six, students study the Western Hemisphere (North America and Latin America), its geographic features, early history, cultural development 

and economic change. Students learn about the early inhabitants of the Americas and the impact of European exploration and colonization. The 

geographic focus includes the study of contemporary regional characteristics, the movement of people, products and ideas, and cultural diversity. 

Students develop their understanding of the relationship between markets and available resources.  

 

Pre-requisites (if any): n/a 

 

Credits (if applicable): ½ credit 

 



 

AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
experience shape belief systems 

influence people’s perceptions of 

places and regions throughout their 

lives. 

G.B1 
 

 
G.B7 

 

Know that places have distinctive 

geographic characteristics. 

 

Understand that a region is a 

distinct area defined by one or 

more cultural or physical features. 

Students will: 

 Define the term geography and give 

examples how it is used to understand the 

world around us. 

 The five themes of geography are used 

to organize the study of geography. 

o Location 

o Place 

o Region 

o Human-Environment Interactions 

o Movement: People Places, Ideas 

G.B1 

 

 

G.A4 

 

 

 

 

G.C1 

Know that places have distinctive 

geographic characteristics. 

 

Use graphic tools and 

technologies to depict and 

interpret the world’s human and 

physical systems. 

 

Analyze the operation of the 

Earth’s physical systems, 

including ecosystems, climate 

systems, erosion systems, the water 

cycle, and tectonics. 

Students will: 

 Define, locate, and compare major 

landforms and water bodies on the earth. 

 Continents and Oceans. 

 Landforms and water bodies show how 

the earth is shaped. 

 Bodies of Water - Mississippi, Colorado, 

Mackenzie, Rio Grande, and Amazon 

Rivers, Gulf of Mexico, Hudson Bay, 

Straits of Magellan and the Bering Strait, 

Atlantic, Pacific, Arctic and Southern 

Oceans, the Great Lakes, and the concept 

of drainage systems and the Continental 

Divide. 

 Landforms - the Appalachian, Rocky, 

Andes, and Cascade Mountain Ranges, 

the Atacama and Sonoran Deserts, the 

Hawaiian and Greater Antilles 

archipelagos, the Pampas and Great 

Plains, the Canadian Shield, the Yucatan 

Peninsula, the Isthmus of Panama, and the 

Great Basin. 

5-G-1. Students will use maps, globes, 

photographs, pictures, and tables to 

locate key geographic features, 

locations, and landmarks in North 

America. 

Students will: 

 Identify the purposes of maps and their key 

components 

 Identify different types of maps and their 
purpose. 

 Be able to choose a map for a specific 

purpose. 

 Know how to use basic components of a 



 

AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
map such as a compass, scale, and 

legend/key. 

G.B1 

 

 

G.B7 

Know that places have distinctive 

geographic characteristics. 

 

Understand that a region is a 

distinct area defined by one or 

more cultural or physical features. 

Students will: 

 Describe how the Earth’s rotation causes 

night and day and the Earth’s revolution 

causes the change in seasons. 

 Know that Earth is tilted on its axis and 

that this tilt, by affecting the angle of 

incidence of sunlight, is responsible for 

the seasons. 

 Understand how different angles of 

incidence affect surface heating. 

 Recognize that different parts of the world 

experience different seasonal changes. 

 Be able to interpret satellite maps of the 

world that show seasonal differences in 

plant life. 

5-G-1. Students will use maps, globes, 

photographs, pictures, and tables to 

locate key geographic features, 

locations, and landmarks in North 

America. 

Students will: 

 Identify the purpose of the Global Grid and 

determine how this helps humans make 

sense of location on the Earth’s surface. 

 The Global Grid is a series of intersecting 

lines of latitude and longitude devised to 

provide a means to measure absolute 

location. 

G.A4 Use graphic tools and technologies 

to depict and interpret the world’s 

human and physical systems. 

Students will: 

 Determine various ways that maps can be 

used to solve problems in society. Research 

geographic information using a variety of 

online and/or print almanacs & atlases. 

  Maps are used by social scientists as tools 

to examine problems from the spatial 

perspective. 

5-G-1. Students will use maps, globes, 

photographs, pictures, and tables to 

locate key geographic features, 

locations, and landmarks in North 

America. 

Students will: 

 Explain why there are 24 time zones, give 

examples why time zones are useful, and 

be able to calculate time differences 

 Time zones are determined by 

longitude. Traveling east hours are 

gained; traveling west hours are lost. 

 The International Date Line is where 

the day officially starts. 

G.A4 Use graphic tools and technologies 

to depict and interpret the world’s 

human and physical systems. 

Students will: 

 Identify and describe how climate zones are 

characterized. 

 Climate is affected by factors of 

geography and earth’s movements. 

 There are five major climate 

regions/biomes. 



 

AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
G.E3 Understand the varying capacities 

of physical systems, such as 

watersheds, to support human 

activity. 

Students will: 

 Describe natural resource distribution in the 

Western Hemisphere. 

 Define natural resource. 

 Make correlations between 

environment and economy. 

 North America benefits greatly from 

its fertile soils, plentiful freshwater, 

oil and mineral deposits, and forests. 

 South America's economy is centered 

on the export of natural resources 

  Early Migration and 

Geological History of the 

Western Hemisphere 

 

G.D1 Know that the need for people to 

exchange goods, services, and 

ideas creates population centers, 

cultural interaction, and 

transportation and communication 

links. 

Students will: 

 Understand that early Americans developed 

unique cultures with many different ways of 

life. 

 Identify the impact the climate had on early 

groups and how resources influence where 

people live. 

 

G.D1 Know that the need for people to 

exchange goods, services, and 

ideas creates population centers, 

cultural interaction, and 

transportation and communication 

links. 

Students will: 

 Evaluate the impact of climate on various 

human and physical systems (i.e. 

population, vegetation, cultural, and 

agriculture). 

 Geography plays a role in movement, 

such as how major airports are located 

near large cities. 

 Patterns of movement impact(ed) cultures. 

 The natural resource distribution impacts 

where people live. 

H.B1 Comprehend the forces of change 

and continuity that shape human 

history through the following 

persistent organizing themes. 

Students will: 

 Describe the patterns of migration and 

settlements of the first Americans. 

 Identify the areas where the first 

Americans settled: (i.e. plains, forest, 

tundra, etc.). 

 Recognize the importance of a nomadic 

lifestyle in the settlement of the 

Americas. 

 Draw conclusions about Native peoples 

based on archaeological evidence. 

  Canada and the United States  



 

AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
 

G.D5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

G.D1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Analyze how conflict and 

cooperation shape social, 

economic, and political use of 

space. 

 

 

 

 

Know that the need for people to 

exchange goods, services, and 

ideas creates population centers, 

cultural interaction, and 

transportation and communication 

links. 

Students will: 

 Explore how Canada’s geography, history, 

and mix of diverse cultures influences the 

world today. 

 Recognize Canada and the United States are 

neighbors sharing the longest undefended 

border in the world. 

 Discuss the main physical geographical 

features, the variety of climates, how 

resources impact lifestyles and economy. 

 Discuss how the many different cultures 

derived and influenced the political system 

of Canada and compare it to that of the 

United States. 

 

G.B7 Understand that a region is a 

distinct area defined by one or 

more cultural or physical features. 

Students will: 

 Identify geographic and political features of 

Canada. 

 Identify the regions, territories, rivers, 

mountains, seas, oceans, lakes, 

tundra, glaciers 

 Label the provinces and capitals of Canada. 

 Recognize geographic features that Canada 

and the United States share. 

G.D4 Analyze how changes in 

technology, transportation, and 

communication impact social, 

cultural, economic, and political 

activity. 

Students will: 

 Explain how physical features of the United 

States and Canada affect human settlement 

patterns. 

 Throughout time people have continually 
moved. 

 Discuss the regional differences in Canada. 

 Changing patterns of industrialization and 

trade between the United States, and 

Canada have resulted in close connections 

between the countries in terms of 

manufacturing, energy and finance. 



 

AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
G.E3 Understand the varying capacities 

of physical systems, such as 

watersheds, to support human 

activity. 

Students will: 

 Recognize how the physical environment 

influences the impact of human settlement, 

land use and economic activity in Canada. 

 Discuss the regional differences in Canada. 
 Describe the communities of early settlers 

and First Nations People in Upper Canada 
around 1800. 

G.D4 Analyze how changes in 

technology, transportation, and 

communication impact social, 

cultural, economic, and political 

activity. 

Students will: 

 Make comparisons using regional 

characteristics: physical, political, 

economic, or cultural features of Canada vs 

the United States. 

 Contrast the form of government in the 

United States with that of Canada. 

 Discuss the movement of goods and 

people across the international border 

between the U.S. and Canada. 

  Latin America  

G.E1 

 

 

G.E2 

 

 

 

G.E3 

Understand how resources 
have been developed and 

used. 
 

Recognize and assess local, 

regional, and global patterns 
of resource use. 

 

Understand the varying 
capacities of physical systems, 

such as watersheds, to support 
human activity. 

Students will: 

 Be introduced to various geographical 

concepts of Latin America. 

 Learn about different countries in Latin 
America along with the main physical 

features, climate, and vegetation present 

in the area. 

 Look at the history and government of the 

area. 

 Examine the cultural aspects of Latin 

America and will look at population 

patterns, differing cultures, and current 

lifestyles. The unit will wrap up by having 

students examine the impact of people on 

the environment in Latin America. 

 

G.E1 

 

 

G.E2 

 

 

 

G.E3 

Understand how resources 
have been developed and 

used. 
 

Recognize and assess local, 

regional, and global patterns 
of resource use. 

 

Understand the varying 

Students will: 

 Identify the major physical features and 

nations of Latin America located. 

 Locate on a world and regional political-

physical map major physical features. 

 Locate on a world and regional political-

physical map nations of Latin America. 



 

AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
capacities of physical systems, 
such as watersheds, to support 

human activity. 

G.E1 

 

 

G.E2 

 

 

 

G.E3 

Understand how resources 
have been developed and 

used. 

 
Recognize and assess local, 

regional, and global patterns 
of resource use. 

 

Understand the varying 
capacities of physical systems, 

such as watersheds, to support 

human activity. 

Students will: 

 Explain how location, climate, and natural 

resources affect people in Latin America. 

 Compare how the location, climate, and 

natural resources of Mexico and 

Venezuela affect where people live and 

how they trade 

 Compare how the location, climate, and 

natural resources of Brazil and Cuba 

affect where people live and how they 

trade. 

G.E1 

 

 

G.E2 

 

 

 

G.E3 

Understand how resources 

have been developed and 

used. 
 

Recognize and assess local, 

regional, and global patterns 
of resource use. 

 
Understand the varying 

capacities of physical systems, 

such as watersheds, to support 
human activity. 

Students will: 

 Explain the major environmental concerns 

of Latin America. 

 Issues of air pollution in Mexico City, 
Mexico. 

 The destruction of the rainforest in Brazil. 

 Oil-related pollution in Venezuela. 

G.B2 

 

 

 

H.B2 

Analyze how places are 

formed, identified, named, and 
characterized. 

 

Understand the people and the 
political, geographic, 

economic, cultural, social, and 
environmental events that have 

shaped the history of the state, 

Students will: 

 Explain the effects of European 

colonization. (I.e. slavery, colonialism, civil 

war, disease). 

 Explain triangular trade and its impact. 
 Describe the influence of African slavery on 

the economic and cultural development of 
the Americas. 



 

AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
the United States, and the 
world. 

H.B2 Understand the people and the 
political, geographic, 

economic, cultural, social, and 

environmental events that have 
shaped the history of the state, 

the United States, and the 
world. 

Students will: 

 Discuss how Latin American countries 

gained their independence. 

 Explain the Latin American independence 
movement. 

G.B7 Understand that a region is a 

distinct area defined by one or 
more cultural or physical 

features. 

Students will: 

 Compare the characteristics of various 

cultures in Latin America (beliefs, 

languages, life styles, religions, traditions, 

etc.). 

 The results of blending of ethnic 

groups in Latin America and the 

Caribbean. 

 Why Latin America is a region 

based on the languages of 

Portuguese and Spanish. 

 The influence of the Spanish and 

the Portuguese on the language 

and religions of Latin America. 

GV.D5 

 

 

 

GV.G1 

Analyze the causes, 
consequences, and possible 

solutions to current 

international issues 
Apply economic principles to 

actual world situations. 

Students will: 

 Describe the economic systems of Latin 

America. 

 Compare and contrast the basic types 

of economic systems found in Cuba, 

and Brazil. 

 Describe how trade has impacted 

Mexico’s economic development. 

 Describe how Chile’s location and 

resources affect its economy. 

GV.D3 Understand how national 
politics and international 

affairs are interrelated with the 
politics and interests of the 

state. 

Students will: 

 Contrast the international border between 

the U.S. and Mexico with that of the U.S. 

and Canada. 

 

G.E2 

 

 

 

G.E3 

Recognize and assess local, 

regional, and global patterns 
of resource use. 

 
Understand the varying 

Students will: 

 Explain the significance of rainforest in the 

region. 

 Cultural and environmental significance to 
regions. 

 Economic impact the economic 
development of Central America and 
Brazil. 



 

AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
 

 

 

 

G.E4 

 

 

 

G.E5 

capacities of physical systems, 
such as watersheds, to support 

human activity. 

 
Determine the influence of 

human perceptions on resource 
utilization and the 

environment. 

 
Analyze the consequences of 

human modification of the 

environment and evaluate the 
changing landscape. 

G.D1 Know that the need for people 

to exchange goods, services, 
and ideas creates population 

centers, cultural interaction, 
and transportation and 

communication links. 

Students will: 

 Explain the importance of the Panama 

Canal. 

 Reasons why the U.S. wanted to build 

the Panama Canal. 

 The impact that the Panama Canal has 

had on key global affairs since its 

construction. 

G.V3 G.B4 

 

 

 

G.B6 

 

 

 

G.B7 

Discuss how and why groups 

and individuals identify with 
places. 

 
Make informed decisions 

about where to live, work, 

travel, and seek opportunities. 
 

Understand that a region is a 

distinct area defined by one or 
more cultural or physical 

features. 

Students will: 

 Describe the different types of political rule 

in Latin America. 

 Democracies, dictatorships and 

monarchies are categories for 

understanding the relationship between 

those in power or authority and 

citizens. 

 Explain why refugees leave their 

country-(political vs. economic). 

  Students will: 

 Compare commonwealth status to that of an 

independent nation. 

 

 



 

 

High School Alaska History 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AK 

Code 

AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested Activities 

  Geography  

  Students will: 

 How does Alaska’s vast size and shape affect its 

geographic diversity? 

 What affect does Alaska’s geography have on 

transportation? 

 How can Alaska be divided in to coherent 

regions? 

 What are the major factors that shape the climates 

of Alaska? 

 What are the major river and Mountain systems in 

Alaska and where are they located? 

 What differences and similarities exist between 

rural and urban Alaska? 

 

AH PPE 1. A geographic region is Students will:  Create a map of Alaska’s major physical 

Overview: Alaska History is a semester-long course that examines the historical and cultural developments within the Alaskan region. The course is 

designed to enable students to learn about key patterns of settlement and development as well as the uniqueness of Alaska’s native cultures past and present. 

Students will begin with a geographical examination of the region to gain an understanding of how physical geography relates to economic and cultural 

development in Alaska’s regions. Students will also study the lasting impacts of early exploration and settlement in Alaska from multiple perspectives 

examining how key historical events have impacted and shaped the region. Students will also consider recent regional developments and current events 

with an eye towards the implications they hold for Alaska’s future. 

 

Pre-requisites (if any): n/a   

 

Credits (if applicable): 1/2 credit 

 



 

AK 

Code 

AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested Activities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AH PPE 2 
 

 

 

 

 

AH PPE 4. AH 

CC1. 

 

 

AH PPE 2. 

 

 

 

 

AH PPE 4. AH 

CPD4. 

 

 

 

 

AH PPE 7. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AH PPE 1. 

composed of a complex 

set of factors including 

physical feature, climate, 

location, flora/fauna, and 

human history. 

 

The name and geographic 

homes of Alaska’s 

indigenous groups are 

important to their 

lifestyles. 

 

Alaska's location is 

critical to understanding 

its role in world history. 

 

Alaska's vast size and 

geographic shape are 

essential to understanding 

its diversity. 

 

Alaska's vast size and 

geographic shape present 

significant internal 

transportation within the 

state. 

 

To a geographer, place is 

somewhere people can 

identify as special or 

distinctive and also has 

tangible physical and 

human geographic 

characteristics. 

 

Natural hazards are a 

Students will: 

 Identify major water bodies and landforms. 

 Compare the avg. temperature and 

precipitation differences between the major 

climatic regions of Alaska. 

 Identify the major climate regions 

within Alaska. 

 Identify the major exploitable resources 

within Alaska. 

 Identify key state and federal land areas 

in Alaska. 

 Relate physical geography to economic & 

cultural development in Alaska’s regions. 

systems, and climatic regions. 

 Create a chart comparing the annual average 

monthly temperatures and precipitation of 

climatically diverse Alaskan cities. 

 Create a map of Alaska’s major exploitable 

mineral and natural resources? 

 Create a map of Alaska’s National interest lands 

 Create a visitors’ brochure on a federal or state park 

or preserve. 

 

*Teachers may add additional activities appropriate to 

the unit taught. 



 

AK 

Code 

AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested Activities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AH PPE 6. 

dominant feature of 

Alaska's environment. 

Alaska's changing human 

population is unevenly 

distributed across the 

landscape. 

 

Alaska's changing human 

population is unevenly 

distributed across the 

landscape. 

  Alaska Native Cultures  

AH PPE 1. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

AH PPE 2 
 

 

 

 

 

AH PPE 4. AH 

CC1. 

 

 

AH PPE 2. 

 

 

A geographic region is 

composed of a complex 

set of factors including 

physical feature, climate, 

location, flora/fauna, and 

human history. 

 

The name and geographic 

homes of Alaska’s 

indigenous groups are 

important to their 

lifestyles. 

 

Alaska's location is 

critical to understanding 

its role in world history. 

 

Alaska's vast size and 

geographic shape are 

essential to understanding 

its diversity. 

 

Students will: 

 How closely connected are the traditional 

Alaska Native cultures to the geographic 

cycles of weather, plants, animals, fish, etc. 

How are Alaskan cultures connected to these 

cycles today? 

 When different cultures have different 

understandings about land ownership, 

what is the most fair and reasonable way to 

resolve those differences? 

 How do we better understand the difference 

between intended and unintended 

consequences of individual and organizational 

action and new technologies? 

 How can we make the process of learning about 

Alaska Native cultural change more thoughtful? 

 In what ways have Alaska Native cultures 

received new ideas and tools and integrated, 

modified, and reshaped these ideas and tools into 

their cultures? 

 

AH PPE 2. 

 

Alaska’s history begins 

long before Europeans set 

Students will: 

 Explain the most recent migration theories 
 Create a glaciation map of Alaska as it was 10,000 

years ago. 



 

AK 

Code 

AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested Activities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AH PPE 6. 
 

 

 

 

 

AH CC4. 
 

 

 

 

AH ICGP3. 

 

 

 

 

 

AH PPE 2. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AH PPE 2. 

foot on the land and long 

before Europeans began 

to produce written records 

about Alaska 

 

There are regional 

variations in the ways 

humans have lived on 

Alaska’s land and utilized 

its resources. 

 

In Alaska, “subsistence” 

denotes an entire way of 

life. 

 

 

Struggles for and changes 

in land use, control, and 

ownership have been a 

constant theme in 

Alaska’s history. 

 

The nature of culture as a 

construct will promote the 

ability to reflect on 

cultural norms as 

windows into the 

customs, beliefs, and 

practices of groups that 

are different than those 

experienced by the 

viewer. 

 

 

Cultural groups develop 

within the dimensions of 

including those involving the Bering Land 

Bridge. 

 Understand how geography influenced the 

settlement patterns of Native peoples. 

 Identify the main Native cultures in Alaska. 

 Identify the main Native culture regions in 

Alaska. 

 Distinguish one Native cultural group from 

another by analyzing their social structures, 

belief systems, material culture, language, art, 

subsistence patterns, and values. 

 Understand the key trade items and complex 

trade patterns and networks of the various 

Native cultures of Alaska. 

 Identify the main historic subsistence 

activities and animal resources used by each 

Alaska Native cultural group. 

 Create a map of the main Native culture regions in 

Alaska. 

 Locate major archeological sites in Alaska 

 Electronic field trip to the Natural History 

Museum in Juneau, or create a PowerPoint. 

 Visit Vilda.Alaska.edu and collect pictures 

portraying the traditional activities, artifacts, 

territory, and settlements of an Alaska native 

cultural group. Organize and label each picture 

and then construct a poster displaying the 

information and present it to the class. 

 Create a PowerPoint on one Native Culture of 

Alaska and present it to a 4th grade AK studies 

class. 

 Write an essay explaining both the similarities and 

differences between one Alaskan Native cultural 

group and another. 

 Identify folklore and traditional stories 

which originate from the various Alaskan 

Native cultural groups. 

 

*Teachers may add additional activities appropriate to 

the unit taught. 



 

AK 

Code 

AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested Activities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AH ICGP 1. 

AH PPE 2. 

time and space and the 

use of key resources 

within these dimensions 

produces cycles and 

patterns of life within that 

culture. 

 

Present day Alaska was 

home to multiple cultural 

groups who developed 

sophisticated societies 

prior to contact with the 

European people. 

Reflecting on the stories 

and literature of a cultural 

group provides a first 

person account of how 

that society viewed the 

world. 

  Colonial Era:  The Russian Period 

1741-1867 

 

 

 

 Students will: 

 What were the motivations and circumstances that 

led to European exploration of the Pacific 

Northwest? 

 Why did Europeans view the indigenous people 

they encountered as inferior? 

 What affect did the Russian America Company 

and Alexander Baranov have on Alaska? 

 What affect did overharvesting sea mammals have 

on the environment and Alaska Natives? 

 What were the reasons for the sale and purchase of 

Alaska? 

 What was the extent and impact of Yankee 

 



 

AK 

Code 

AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested Activities 

whaling activities on the environment and Alaska 

Natives? 

AH PPE 3. AH 

CPD 1. AH 

ICPG 2. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AH PPE 1. 

 

 

 

 

AH ICPG 2. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AH CC 2. AH 

ICGP 8. 

 

 

 

 

Beginning in the 15th 

century, western 

European countries 

developed new attitudes 

and technologies to sail 

to lands unknown to them, 

which they explored and 

mapped, and from which 

they took resources. 

Europeans viewed 

Natives as inferior, and 

did not honor their rights 

or sovereignty. 

 

Russians and other 

Europeans gathered 

scientific and geographic 

information about Alaska. 

 

Exploiting Alaska's 

resources led to the 

creation of a Russian 

monopoly company. 

Russians were dependent 

on Native Alaskans for 

labor, supplies and other 

necessities. 

 

The Russian Orthodox 

mission in Alaska helped 

to defend Alaska Native 

rights and established 

schools and orphanages. 

 

Students will: 

 Examine the reasons why Russia adopted a 

policy of eastward expansion and developed a 

program of modernization and exploration. 

 Compare the goals and achievements of Vitus 

Bering’s two expeditions. 

 Trace the movement of the Promyschlenniki 

across the Urals, Siberia, the Far East, and 

through the Aleutian Islands chain. 

 Locate the sites of the first permanent Russian 

settlements. 

 Explain the attitudes of Russians towards 

Alaska Natives and describe the methods the 

Russians used to force Aleut natives to harvest 

otters. 

 Describe Russian America under the leadership 

of Alexander Baranov. 

 Describe the impact of the activities of the 

Russian American Company upon the 

environment and Alaskan Natives. 

 Explain the activities and impact of the Russian 

Orthodox Church upon Russian American and 

Alaska Natives. 

 Identify the major motives of Russia and the U.S. 

for the sale and purchase of Alaska, and explain 

the terms of the Treaty of Cessation.  

 Identify the lasting impacts of Russian 

occupation on Alaska. 

 Create a map displaying the major 

geographical items during the Russian 

occupation of Alaska. 

 Map out the routes taken by the explorers 

Deznev, Bering, Cherikov, Cook, Quadra, 

Fidalgo, Malaspina, Vancouver, etc 

 Examine and discuss primary documents from 

the Russian America period – Russian 

American reader. 

 Search Vilda.alaska.edu to find pictures of 

Russian artifacts, buildings, and people. 

 Create a PowerPoint on one significant event 

or person during the Russian period of 

Alaska history and present it to class. 

 Create a graphic novel covering a significant 

event during the Russian America period in 

Alaska history. 

 Write an essay explaining the impact of 

the activities of the Promyschlenniki 

upon the environment, and Alaska 

Natives. 

 Write an essay explaining why Russia sold 

Alaska and why the U.S. bought it. 

 

*Teachers may add additional activities 

appropriate to the unit taught. 



 

AK 

Code 

AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested Activities 

 

AH CC 1. AH 

ICPG 2. AH 

CPD 1. 

 

Russia sold its American 

colony because it was 

becoming unprofitable 

and impossible to defend. 

  Colonial Era:  The United States 

Period 1867-1912 
 

 

  Students will: 

 How did a lack of civil government affect the 

economy and population of Alaska following the 

purchase? 

 What were the criticisms of the fist Organic Act 

and why was the phrase “Era of neglect” 

appropriate? 

 What were the long-term effects of the discovery 

of gold fields both within Alaska and the 

Klondike? 

 What effects did gold strikes have on the founding 

and development of Alaskan towns and cities? 

 How did technological developments change 

Alaska’s whaling, fishing, and mining industries? 

 What were Sheldon Jackson’s educational 

contributions? What were his attitudes towards 

Native culture? 

 

AH CPD 1. AH 

CPD 2. AH 

ICGP 3. AH 

CC 2. 

 

 

 

 

 

Since the U.S. acquired 

the territory in 1867, 

Alaska's economy has 

been dependent on 

resource extraction and 

dominated by large 

outside corporations. 

 

 

Students will: 

 Explain how the lack of civil government 

affected the population and economy of 

Alaska. 

 Identify the major exploration activities and 

routes both inland and coastal following the 

purchase of Alaska. 

 Describe how social justice was enforced by 

miner’s through the “Miner’s Code” and 

 Create a map depicting the major routes of inland 

and coastal explorers during the U.S. Colonial 

Era. 

 Create a map displaying the major gold fields in 

and near Alaska with discovery dates as well as 

key transportation routes. 

 Gold Rush Web Quest 

with gold rush stories – 



 

AK 

Code 

AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested Activities 

AH ICGP 1. 

AH ICGP 10. 

AH PPE 3. 

 

 

 

 

AH CC 1. 

 

 

 

AH PPE 6. AH 

ICGP 3. 

 

 

AH ICGP 12. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AH ICGP 4. 

AH ICGP 7. 

AH PPE 3. 

The non- Native 

population has dominated 

Alaska politics, 

economics, and society, 

yet Natives influenced 

territorial events. 

 

Alaska has been impacted 

by and had a role in 

national and world events. 

 

There were major waves 

of immigration in Alaska 

and why. 

 

After the 1867 purchase 

of Alaska, the United 

States government paid 

little attention to the land 

and its people. There was 

no government for many 

years. 

 

Alaska had no elected 

representation until 1906 

when it gained a non-

voting delegate to 

Congress. 

Alaska Natives through self-government 

practices 

 Identify criticisms of the 1st Organic Act, and 

explain the disadvantages of “district” status. 

 Trace the discovery of gold in and near Alaska 

and explain how it led to the development and 

settlement of many Alaskan towns and cities. 

 Identify the major routes used by gold seekers 

to reach the Klondike and explain how those 

routes affected Alaska’s development. 

 Identify the major industries and economic or 

commercial activities/projects during the U.S. 

Colonial Era 

 Explain the changes introduced by the 2
nd 

Organic Act as well as the advantages of 

“territorial” status. 

 Identify the lasting impacts of the gold rush 

and the U.S. Colonial Era. 

http://www.library.state.a

k.us/goldrush/ 

 Examine and discuss primary documents from the 

U.S. Colonial Period Miner’s tales. 

 Search Vilda.alaska.edu to find pictures of the 

Gold Rush and U.S. colonial period. Use 

these to create a project/report on a specific 

topic/person. 

 Create a PowerPoint on one significant event or 

person during the gold rush era of Alaska history 

and present it to class. 

 Create a graphic novel covering a significant event 

during the gold rush era of Alaska history. 

 Write an essay detailing the major routes to the 

Klondike gold field and explain the advantages 

and disadvantages of each one. 

 Read Robert Service’s poems or Jack London’s 

writings. 

 Research a person or event form the U.S. 

Colonial Era and share your findings with the 

class. 

 

*Teachers may add additional activities appropriate to 

the unit taught. 

  Alaska as a Territory 1912-1959  

  Students will: 

 What were the principle industries within Alaska 

in 1920, 1940, and 1959, and how did they 

operate? 

 How did the population of Alaska change during 

1912-1959 in terms of numbers, race, and 

 

http://www.library.state.ak.us/goldrush/
http://www.library.state.ak.us/goldrush/


 

AK 

Code 

AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested Activities 

location? 

 Who were the key Alaskan native leaders pushing 

for equal rights, treatment, and political status? 

 How did the Great depression affect Alaskans? 

 In what ways did World War II affect Alaska and 

Alaskans? 

 What were the key issues and who were the key 

people involved in the drive for statehood? 

AH CPD4. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AH ICGP3. 

AH CPD2. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AH ICGP12. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The U.S. Government has 

been a major participant 

in Alaska's economic 

development by helping 

the development of 

marine, land and air 

transportation, and 

communication systems. 

 

 

Through land 

management and 

legislation, the Federal 

government plays a 

significant role in 

exploration, use, and 

conservation of Alaska's 

resources. 

 

 

Alaska gained some self-

government with the 

creation of the Territorial 

Legislature in 1912. The 

federal government had 

the most say about what 

happened until Alaska 

became a state. 

Students will: 

 Identify how the population of Alaska changed 

between 1912-1950 in terms of numbers, 

ethnicity, and location. 

 Explain how world events affected Alaska 

(including two world wars and the Cold War.) 

 Explain how national events affected Alaska 

(gold rushes, progressive Era, and the Great 

Depression.) 

 Examine the events and activities of key 

Alaskan Native leaders and groups in the 

struggle for equal rights, treatment, and 

political status. 

 Describe Alaska’s role in WWII (including, 

military importance before and after, military 

installations, Japanese attacks in Aleutians, the 

Alcan Highway, Territorial guard and Castner’s 

Cutthroats.) 

 Describe how Aleuts were affected by the 

government policy which forced them to 

“internment camps.” 

 Identify the major industries and economic or 

commercial activities/projects during the 

Territorial Era. 

 Recount the events and identify the prominent 

characters involved in the fight for statehood. 

 Research the constitutional convention and 

 Examine and discuss primary documents from the 

Territorial Era. 

 Search Vilda.alaska.edu to find pictures of the 

Territorial Era. Use these pictures to create a 

project/report on a specific topic/person. 

 Create a PowerPoint on one significant event 

or person during the Territorial Era and 

present it to class. 

 Create a graphic novel covering a 

significant event during the Territorial 

Era. 

 Write an essay using specific examples and 

evidence to explain how WWII affected 

Alaska. 

 Research a person or event from the 

Territorial Era and share your findings with 

the class. 

 

*Teachers may add additional activities appropriate to 

the unit taught. 



 

AK 

Code 

AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested Activities 

AH CPD1. AH 

CPD3 

 

 

 

 

AH ICGP4. 

AH ICG6. AH 

ICG19. AH 

PPE3 

 

 

 

AH PPE3. AH 

ICGP4. AH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ICGP12. AH 

CC1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AH CC1. AH 

CC5. AH 

ICGP12. 

 

 

AH ICGP12. 

The absentee control of 

mining and fishing in 

Alaska was a major sore 

point for a long time in 

territorial Alaska. 

 

During World War II, 

Anchorage emerged as the 

main economic and 

population center. 

Becoming a state became 

a popular cause. 

 

Alaskans wrote the 

constitution for the state 

of Alaska before 

statehood was approved, 

hoping that it would show 

they were ready to join 

the Union. 

 

Alaska became the 49th 

state in 1959. It was the 

first time Alaskans could 

vote for president, 

governor and had a voting 

delegation in the U.S. 

Congress and an elected 

governor. 

 

The state constitution 

created a strong chief 

executive--the governor. 

 

The constitution 

provides for two types of 

examine the major sections and amendments 

of the constitution. 

 Identify the lasting impacts of the Territorial 

Era. 



 

AK 

Code 

AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested Activities 

 

 

 

AH ICGP9. 

AH PPE7. 

local government--cities 

and boroughs. 

 

The early growth of the 

Matanuska-Susitna 

valleys was primarily a 

result of the construction 

of the railroad, the 

Matanuska Colony 

Project, and gold mining 

  Modern Alaska 1959-Present  

  Students will: 

 What are the key industries of the Modern Era? 

How has/does federal spending affect(ed) Alaska? 

 How did the 1967 oil discovery at Prudhoe Bay 

eventually transform the state? 

 What differences existed between Alaska Natives 

and the state with regard to land 

ownership/entitlement? 

 What are the basic terms ANCSA and ANILCA & 

how do they affect all Alaskans and Alaskan 

Natives? 

 Why was the Permanent Fund established in 

1976? How does it operate today? Who manages 

it?  

 What are the key current issues/events that affect 

Alaskans today and in the future? 

 

AH ICGP3. 

AH CC5. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Alaska Statehood Act 

contained a contradiction 

between the land rights of 

Alaska Natives and the 

land entitlement of the 

state. Resolving that 

contradiction led to the 

Students will: 

 Explain how the new Alaska state government 

and the Alaska Constitution affect(s/ed) Alaska. 

 Identify the major industries and economic or 

commercial activities/projects during the 

Modern Era. 

 Explain how the Cold War affected Alaska and 

 Create a map displaying and identifying land 

ownership by the federal government, the State 

of Alaska, Native groups, and boroughs etc 

 Examine and discuss primary documents from the 

Modern Era. 

 Search Vilda.alaska.edu to find pictures of the 



 

AK 

Code 

AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested Activities 

 

 

 

 

 

AH CC5. AH 

CPD6. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AH CPD3. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AH CC5. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AH CC6. AH 

CPD2. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alaska Native Claims 

Settlement Act of 1971 

(ANCSA) and the 1980 

Alaska Lands Act 

(ANILCA). 

 

The 1971 Alaska Native 

Claims Settlement Act of 

1971 titled land to 

Alaska Natives and 

created corporations to 

support Alaska Natives 

economically. 

 

The discovery of North 

America's largest single 

oil deposit at Prudhoe Bay 

in 1967 transformed 

Alaska as no other force 

in its history. 

 

The 1980 Alaska 

National Interest Lands 

Conservation Act, a spin-

off from ANCSA, 

provided Federal 

protection for Alaska's 

lands. 

 

Connection to the land is 

an essential and integral 

part of Alaska Native 

identity. ANILCA 

provided a rural 

preference in subsistence 

harvest of traditional 

made it an important geographical frontline of 

defense for the U.S. 

 Study ANCSA & ANILCA; identify the people 

and events that led to their passage and their 

impact on land usage and Native Alaskans. 

 Describe how the Permanent Fund operates. 

Explain how mineral royalties have affected 

social and economic life in Alaska. 

 Explain how the Molly Hootch case changed 

education in Alaska. 

 Identify the impact of the Exxon Valdez Oil 

spill and explain the environmental impacts 

and risks associated with resource extraction? 

 Identify the lasting impacts of key events 

within the Modern Era. 

Modern Era. Use these to create a project/report 

on a specific topic/person. 

 Create a PowerPoint on one significant event or 

person during the gold rush era of Alaska history 

and present it to class. 

 Create a graphic novel covering a significant 

event during the Modern Era. 

 Write an essay detailing the issues involved with 

ANCSA & ANILCA and use specific examples 

of how they affected landownership in Alaska. 

 Visit the Permanent fund website, and track its 

 Research a Native corporation, and review its 

latest financial report. List its major holdings 

and investments. 

 Research the development and construction 

of the trans-Alaska pipeline. What does the 

future hold for resource development in 

Alaska? 

 Review historic newspaper 

articles/pictures on the Good Friday 

earthquake. 

 

*Teachers may add additional activities appropriate to 

the unit taught. 



 

AK 

Code 

AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested Activities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AH CPD7. 

 

 

 

 

 

AH CPD1. AH 

CC5. 

 

 

 

AH CPD2. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alaskan resources, but 

that preference 

contradicted the Alaska 

constitutional guarantee 

of equal access to 

Alaska's resources for all 

citizens. While that 

contradiction remains 

unresolved, the Federal 

government has assumed 

management of such 

resources on Federal land 

in Alaska, and of such 

species that move 

between Federal and State 

land. 

 

Alaskans created a 

permanent publicly-

owned investment fund, 

the Alaska Permanent 

Fund, in 1976. 

 

Alaska's economy is 

dependent on resource 

extraction; today, 

primarily oil. 

 

Much of Alaska is owned 

by the Federal 

government and is 

protected by some sort of 

environmental legislation 

reflecting the view of 

most Americans that 

Alaska is America's “last 



 

AK 

Code 

AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested Activities 

 

 

 

AH ICGP6. 

AH PPE4. AH 

CPD5. 

 

AH CPD5. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AH CPD6. 

wilderness.” 

 

 

The military plays an 

important role in Alaska. 

 

 

People use environmental 

resources for economic 

development, and people 

need to protect and 

maintain the quality of the 

environment. 

 

The Alaska Native 

Corporations play an 

important role in 

Alaska’s economy. 

 

 



  High School World History 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AK 

Code 

AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
  Review of Ancient 

Civilization 

 

H A..1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

H .A.2 

Understand chronological 

frameworks for organizing 

historical thought and place 

significant ideas, institutions, 

people, and events within time 

sequences. 

 

Know that the interpretation of 

history may change as new 

evidence is discovered.  

Students will: 

 Identify, evaluate, and use the methods and 

tools valued by historians. 

 Investigate Archeological discoveries 

and make inferences toward their 

significance. 

 Review key vocabulary and geographical 

significance of early civilizations. 

Overview: World History will focus on the major cultures, societies, and historical events that have shaped the world. Historical perspective is 

provided on major world events, movements and conditions. This course enables students to understand the world through exploration of histories, and 

cultures of past and present societies. World history gives students the opportunity to explore recurring themes of human experience common to 

civilizations around the glove from ancient to contemporary times. This class focuses on four main areas; ancient civilizations, exploration and 

colonization, Imperialism and World Wars, and the last 50 years.  

 

Pre-requisites (if any): n/a 

 

Credits (if applicable): 1 credit 

 



AK 

Code 

AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
GC.A1 

 

 

GC.A2 

Understand the necessity and 

purpose of government. 

 

Understand the meaning of 

fundamental ideas, including 

equality, authority, power, 

freedom, justice, privacy, property, 

responsibility, and sovereignty. 

Students will: 
 Review the development of early 

civilizations in Africa, Asia, and Europe. 

 

  Ancient Greek and Roman 
Civilization 

 

GC. A1 

 

 

GC.A2 

Understand the necessity and 

purpose of government. 

 

Understand the meaning of 

fundamental ideas, including 

equality, authority, power, 

freedom, justice, privacy, property, 

responsibility, and sovereignty. 

Students will: 
 Analyze Athenian Democracy. 

 Read and analyze the significance of 

Thermopylae on Greece and Modern 

Culture. 

 Compare Sparta and Athenian styles of 

governance and society. 

 Explain the significance of Alexander and 

the spreading of Greek culture. 

G. F1 

 

 

 

GC.A2 

Analyze and evaluate the impact of 

physical and human geographical 

factors on major historical events.  

 

Understand the meaning of 

fundamental ideas, including 

equality, authority, power, 

freedom, justice, privacy, property, 

responsibility, and sovereignty. 

Students will: 
 Summarize the conflicts between Greece 

and the Persians. 

 

G.D1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

G.D5 

Know that the need for people to 

exchange goods, services, and 

ideas creates population centers, 

cultural interaction, and 

transportation and communication 

links.  

 

Analyze how conflict and 

Students will: 
 Determine the value of the Classical Greek 

drama, literature, and philosophy. 

 



AK 

Code 

AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
cooperation shape social, 

economic, and political use of 

space. GC 

 

G.B1 

 

 

GC.A1 

Know that places have distinctive 

geographic characteristics. 

 

Understand the necessity and 

purpose of government. 

Students will: 
 Analyze the establishment, expansion, and 

evolution of the Hellenistic empire. (e.g. 
military, science, philosophy) 

 

G.A5 

 

 

 

 

GC.A1 

Evaluate the importance of the 

locations of human and physical 

features in interpreting geographic 

patterns.  

 

Understand the necessity and 

purpose of government. 

Students will: 
 Retell the myth of the founding of Rome. 

 Read the myth and students rewrite in a modern 

setting. 

 Comparison of changes between the Republic 

and Empire of Rome. 

 Investigate and prioritize the theories for 

the fall of the Western Roman Empire. 

 Investigate the Legacy of the Roman 

Empire: Ruins, Government, 

Language/Vocabulary, etc. 

G.A1-5 

 

 

G.A2 

Use maps and globes to locate 

places and regions 

 

Make maps, globes, and graphs. 

Students will: 
 Examine the characteristics of the Roman 

Republic vs. the Roman Empire. 
 

 

G.D5 

 

 

 

 

GC.E1 

Analyze how conflict and 

cooperation shape social, 

economic, and political use of 

space. 

 

Know the important 

characteristics of citizenship. 

Students will: 
 Assess the importance of the Three Punic 

Wars. 

 

G.E3 

 

 

 

 

GC.A2 

Understand the varying capacities 

of physical systems, such as 

watersheds, to support human 

activity 

 

Understand the meaning of 

Students will: 
 Identify the 1st and 2nd Triumvirate and 

analyze their impact on Rome. 

 



AK 

Code 

AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
fundamental ideas, including 

equality, authority, power, 

freedom, justice, privacy, property, 

responsibility, and sovereignty. 

G.D1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

G.D5 

Know that the need for people to 

exchange goods, services, and 

ideas creates population centers, 

cultural interaction, and 

transportation and communication 

links. 

 

Analyze how conflict and 

cooperation shape social, 

economic, and political use of 

space. GC A2 Understand the 

meaning of fundamental ideas, 

including equality, authority, 

power, freedom, justice, privacy, 

property, responsibility, and 

sovereignty. 

Students will: 
 Evaluate the legacy of Rome’s legal 

system. 

 

G.D4 

 

 

 

 

 

GC.E3 

Analyze how changes in 

technology, transportation, and 

communication impact social, 

cultural, economic, and political 

activity. 

 

Exercise political participation by 

discussing public issues, building 

consensus, becoming involved in 

political parties and political 

campaigns, and voting. 

Students will: 
 Identify the causes of the fall of the 

Western Roman Empire. 

 

  World Religions  

G.A4 

 

Use graphic tools and technologies 

to depict and interpret the world’s 

Students will: 
 Differentiate among the five core religions. 

 Comparative Religions project placing 

categorical information of each religion side-



AK 

Code 

AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
 

 

G.B7 

human and physical systems. 

 

Understand that a region is a 

distinct area defined by one or 

more cultural or physical features. 

(Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, 
and Buddhism). 

by-side for analysis. 

G.F4 

 

 

 

GC.C6 

Interpret demographic trends to 

project future changes and impacts 

on human environmental systems. 

 

Understand the importance of the 

multicultural nature of the state. 

Students will: 
 Identify the origin and impact of the world 

religions. 

 

  Nation Building   

G.A5 

 

 

 

 

G.D5 

Evaluate the importance of the 

locations of human and physical 

features in interpreting geographic 

patterns. 

 

Analyze how conflict and 

cooperation shape social, 

economic, and political use of 

space. 

Students will: 
 Analyze the economic, political, and social 

effects of a feudal society. 

 Feudal Society Comparison vs. Absolute 

Monarchy vs., Limited Monarch 

 Compare Feudal Europe to Feudal Japan 

 Analyze the link between the growths of 

Buddhism on Chinese expansion. 

G.A5 

 

 

 

 

G.D5 

Evaluate the importance of the 

locations of human and physical 

features in interpreting geographic 

patterns 

 

Analyze how conflict and 

cooperation shape social, 

economic, and political use of 

space 

Students will: 
 Examine the growth and development of 

China and Japan, pre-western contact 
(~1500-1800). 

 

G.B1 

 

GC.A1 

Know that places have distinctive 

geographic characteristics. 

Understand the necessity and 

purpose of government. 

Students will: 
 Identify the causes and results of the 

European Crusades. 

 



AK 

Code 

AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
G.D4 

 

 

 

 

 

GC.A1 

Analyze how changes in 

technology, transportation, and 

communication impact social, 

cultural, economic, and political 

activity. 

 

Understand the necessity and 

purpose of government. 

Students will: 
 Identify the differences between feudal Asia 

and feudal Europe. 

 

G.A5 

 

 

 

 

G.D5 

Describe and demonstrate how 

places and regions serve as cultural 

symbols, such as the Statue of 

Liberty.  

 

Analyze  how conflict and 

cooperation shape social, 

economic, and political use of 

space. 

Students will: 
 Examine the origins and contributions of the 

Ottoman, Safavid, and Muhal empires and 
the ways in which these Muslim empires 
influenced the world. 

 

  Age of Reason   

G.A3 

 

 

G.A5 

Understand how and why maps are 

changing documents 

 

Evaluate the importance of the 

locations of human and physical 

features in interpreting geographic 

patterns. 

Students will: 
 Analyze the impact of the Age of Discovery 

and Expansion into the Americans, Africa 
and Asia. 

 Compare the discoveries of world explorers 

and their impact. 

 Research individuals of the Renaissance, 

Enlightenment, and Scientific Rev. to chart 

their significance. 

 Chart the split and growth of alternative 

viewpoint within the Protestant 

Reformation and new religions. 

 Timeline activities of 

discoveries/inventions through this time 

period. 

GB.7 

 

 

 

Understand that a region is a 

distinct area defined by one or 

more cultural or physical features 

 

Students will: 
 Assess the key impact of artists, scientists, 

explorers, writers, philosophers, and 
political and religious leaders on the 

 



AK 

Code 

AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
GC. A1 Understand the necessity and 

purpose of government. 

Renaissance era. 

G.B3 

 

 

 

G.B8 

Relate how people create 

similarities and differences among 

places 

 

Compare, contrast, and predict 

how places and regions change 

with time. 

Students will: 
 Demonstrate knowledge of the Reformation 

by explaining the effects of the theological, 
political, and economic differences that 
emerged, including the views of key figures. 

 

G.D1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

G.D5 

Know that the need for people to 

exchange goods, services, and 

ideas creates population centers, 

cultural interaction, and 

transportation and communication 

links 

 

Analyze how conflict and 

cooperation shape social, 

economic, and political use of 

space.  

Students will: 
 Identify and summarize the ideas of key 

individuals of the Enlightenment period. 

 

   
Revolutions 

 

GC.E1 

 

 

GC.E2 

Know the important characteristics 

of citizenship 

 

Recognize that it is important for 

citizens to fulfill their public 

responsibilities 

Students will: 
 Determine the reasoning for unrest and the 

outcome of an awareness of civil rights. 

 Student research on inventions during the 

industrial revolution. 

 Determine what allowed for the start of Ind. 

Rev. in England. 

 Analyze the social impacts of 

industrialization. 

 

G.D2 

 

 

 

 

Explain how and why human 

networks, including networks for 

communications and for 

transportation of people and 

goods, are linked globally. 

Students will: 
 Assess the consequences of the Industrial 

Revolution. 

 Student research on inventions during the 

industrial revolution. 

 Determine what allowed for the start of Ind. 

Rev. in England. 

 Analyze the social impacts of industrialization. 



AK 

Code 

AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
 

GC.B2 

 

Recognize American heritage and 

culture, including the republican 

form of government, capitalism, 

free enterprise system, patriotism, 

strong family units, and freedom of 

religion 

G.B3 

 

 

 

GC.E1 

Relate how people create 

similarities and differences among 

places. 

 

Know the important characteristics 

of citizenship.  

Students will: 
 Identify and summarize the major events 

that led to revolutions in China and Russia. 

 Student research on inventions during the 

industrial revolution. 

 Determine what allowed for the start of Ind. 

Rev. in England. 

 Analyze the social impacts of industrialization. 

  World Wars  

GA.5 

 

 

 

 

G.B1 

Evaluate the importance of the 

locations of human and physical 

features in interpreting geographic 

patterns. 

 

Know that places have distinctive 

geographic characteristics. 

Students will: 
 Explain imperialism from the perspective of 

the colonizers and the colonized and the 
various responses by the people under 
colonial rule in Africa, China and India. 

 Student research on the advancements and 

conditions faced by belligerents in “The 

Great War”. 

 Analysis of the theory on the rise of WWII and 

its connection to WWI. 

 Comparison of technological 

developments of both wars and their 

influence on societies (civil rights, 

women’s rights, suffrage). 

 Investigate ideologies and their influence on the 

actions of nations. 

 Explain the lasting impact of the holocaust on 

the world. 

GC.A1 

 

 

GC.A2 

Understand the necessity and 

purpose of government 

 

Understand the meaning of 

fundamental ideas, including 

equality, authority, power, 

freedom, justice, privacy, property, 

Students will: 
 Explain the economic and political causes 

of World War I. 

 



AK 

Code 

AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
responsibility, and sovereignty 

G.C2 

 

 

 

 

G.E5 

 

 

 

 

GC.A1 

Distinguish the functions, forces, 

and dynamics of the physical 

processes that cause variations in 

natural regions.  

 

Analyze the consequences of 

human modification of the 

environment and evaluate the 

changing landscape. 

 

Understand the meaning of 

fundamental ideas, including 

equality, authority, power, 

freedom, justice, privacy, property, 

responsibility, and sovereignty. 

Students will: 
 Explain the outcome and repercussions of 

World War I. 

 

G.B1 

 

 

G.F1 

Know that places have distinctive 

geographic characteristics. 

 

Analyze and evaluate the impact of 

physical and human geographical 

factors on major historical events. 

Students will: 
 Explain the economic and political causes 

of World War II. 

 

G A2 

 

G F1 

Make maps, globes, and graphs 

 

Analyze and evaluate the impact of 

physical and human geographical 

factors on major historical events. 

Students will: 
 Identify important figures and events of 

World War II. 

 

G B8 

 

 

GC.A1 

Compare, contrast, and predict 

how places and regions change 

with time. 

Understand the necessity and 

purpose of government. 

Students will: 
 Explain the outcome and repercussions of 

World War II. 

 



AK 

Code 

AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
GC.A1 

 

 

GC.A2 

Understand the necessity and 

purpose of government 

 

Understand the meaning of 

fundamental ideas, including 

equality, authority, power, 

freedom, justice, privacy, property, 

responsibility, and sovereignty. 

 

Students will: 
 Examine the Holocaust and its continuing 

impact on society. 

 

  Contemporary Issues  

G A4 

 

 

G D3 

Discuss how and why groups and 

individuals identify with places 

 

Interpret population characteristics 

and distributions. 

Students will: 
 Analyze the events that led to the 

expansion and spread of Communism 
across the globe and the attempts to 
contain it. 

 Investigate/Compare the rise of the USSR, 

Maoist China, Vietnam, Cuba, and North 

Korea. 

 Compare National Organizations and 

their effectiveness (NATO, UN, Rio 

Pact, Warsaw Pact, OPEC) 

 Write a personal account from the viewpoint 

of an Israeli or Palestinian Student. 

 Illustrated Timeline of the 

Arab/Palestinian/Israeli conflict. 

 
G D4 

 

 

 

 

 

G D5 

Analyze how changes in 

technology, transportation, and 

communication impact social, 

cultural, economic, and political 

activity. 

 

Analyze how conflict and 

cooperation shape social, 

economic, and political use of 

space 

Students will: 
 Identify the purposes and activities of the 

organizations formed for global security 
reasons after World War II. 

 



AK 

Code 

AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
G E5 

 

 

 

 

G F5 

Analyze the consequences of 

human modification of the 

environment and evaluate the 

changing landscape. 

 

Analyze resource management 

practices to assess their impact on 

future environmental quality. 

Students will: 
 Recognize the interrelationship among 

Middle Eastern countries and the Western 
world. 

 

G D3 

 

 

G F2 

Interpret population characteristics 

and distributions 

 

Compare, contrast, and predict 

how places and regions change 

with time 

Students will: 
 Explain how international conditions 

affected the creation of Israel and analyze 
why persistent conflict developed between 
Israel and both Arab Palestinians and 
neighboring states 

 Investigate/Compare the rise of the USSR, 

Maoist China, Vietnam, Cuba, and North 

Korea. 

 Compare National Organizations and 

their effectiveness (NATO, UN, Rio 

Pact, Warsaw Pact, OPEC) 

 Write a personal account from the viewpoint of 

an Israeli or Palestinian Student. 

 

G F2 

 

 

 

GC.A1 

Compare, contrast, and predict 

how places and regions change 

with time. 

 

Understand the necessity and 

purpose of government. 

Students will: 
 Analyze how new found political 

awareness resulted in resistance to 
government authority. 

 

    

 



High School United States History 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
  Reconstruction  

  Students will:  

 Describe the political and social dimensions 

of Reconstruction? 
 Define the events ended Reconstruction? 

 

 

GC.B5 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Understand the importance of 

individuals, public opinion, media, 

political parties, associations, and 

groups in forming and carrying out 

public policy. 

 

 

Students will:  
 Describe the significance of the 13

th

, 14th, 
and 15th Amendments. 

 Analyze the changes in voting laws, voter 

registration and turn out. Comparison of Jim 

Crow Laws and Black Code. 

GC.B3 

 

Understand the United States 

Constitution, including separation 

of powers, the executive, 

legislative, and judicial branches 

of government, majority rule, and 

Students will:  
 Classify obstacles to resistance to racial 

equality. 

 Analyze the changes in voting laws, voter 

registration and turn out. Comparison of Jim 

Crow Laws and Black Code. 

Overview: This year long course will focus on United States history from Civil War to the present. Students will begin critically thinking as historians 

by developing research skills and evaluating primary and secondary sources. This course will explore the integration of historical periods beginning with 

Civil War and Reconstruction which focuses on the conflicts of social issues and national crises. The course will then continue with a study of Westward 

Expansion and a Growing America where students will learn about America’s movement west and the Industrial Age. Next students will focus on the role of 

World Wars in the shaping of our nation. Finally, students will begin study of Modern America and those events that are currently affecting us. 
 

Pre-requisites (if any): n/a 

 

Credits (if applicable): 1 credit 

 



AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
minority rights. 

 

GC.B3 

 

 

Understand the United States 

Constitution, including separation 

of powers, the executive, 

legislative, and judicial branches 

of government, majority rule, and 

minority rights. 

Students will:  
 Debate the strengths of presidential 

reconstruction against Radical Republican 
reconstruction. 

 Analyze the changes in voting laws, voter 

registration and turn out. Comparison of Jim 

Crow Laws and Black Code. 

G.A5 

 

 

 

Evaluate the importance of the 

locations of human and physical 

features in interpreting geographic 

patterns. 

Students will: 
  Identify how the Compromise of 1877 led 

to the end of  Reconstruction 

 Analyze the changes in voting laws, voter 

registration and turn out. Comparison of Jim 

Crow Laws and Black Code. 

G.B1 

 

 

Know that places have distinctive 

geographic characteristics. 

 

Students will:  
 Summarize the changes in the economy of 

the South. 

 Analyze the changes in voting laws, voter 

registration and turn out. Comparison of Jim 

Crow Laws and Black Code. 

  Native American Policy  

 

 

 Students will: 

 What was the United States policy towards 

Native Americans? 

 

GC.A3 

 

Understand how nations organize 

their governments. 

 

 

Students will:  
 Enumerate the responsibilities of the Bureau 

of Indian Affairs 

 Map the Native American reservations. 

CS.E5, G.B6 

 

Make informed decisions about 

where to live, work, travel, and 

seek opportunities. 

 

Students will: 

 Discuss the creation of the American Indian 

reservation system 

 Map the Native American reservations. 

CS.E6, CS.E7, GC.B1 

 

Understand the ideals of this 

nation as expressed in the 

Declaration of Independence, the 

United States Constitution, and the 

Bill of Rights. 

Students will: 

 Examine the Dawes General Allotment Act 

in relation to the 14th Amendment 

 Map the Native American reservations. 



AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
GC.G6 

 

 

 

Understand that wages and 

productivity depend on investment 

in physical and human capital. 

 

Students will:  
 Investigate the rise of hostility towards 

immigrants 

 

 Map the Native American reservations. 

  Making of Modern America 
 

 

  Students will: 

 What are the important consequences of 

American industrial growth? 
 How did technological innovations impact 

society? 
 How did Executive powers expand in the 

early 20th century? 

 

G.A5 

 

 

Evaluate the importance of the 

locations of human and physical 

features in interpreting geographic 

patterns. 

 

 

Students will: 
  Examine the industrial unrest influenced 

by dramatic increases in immigration. 

 Identify immigration patterns by national 

origin. 

 Mini-reports on technological advances. 

 Timeline of National Park System. 
 

GC.B2 

 

 

 

Recognize American heritage and 

culture, including the republican 

form of government, capitalism, 

free enterprise system, patriotism, 

strong family units, and freedom of 

religion. 

 

Students will:  
 Identify the way organized labor altered 

working conditions. 

 

 Identify immigration patterns by national 

origin. 

 Mini-reports on technological advances. 

 Timeline of National Park System. 

G.D1 

 

 

 

Know that the need for people to 

exchange goods, services, and 

ideas creates population centers, 

cultural interaction, and 

transportation and communication 

links. 

 

Students will:  
 Illustrate how mass production impacted 

society. 

 Identify immigration patterns by national 

origin. 

 Mini-reports on technological advances. 

 Timeline of National Park System. 



AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
G.E4, GC.B4 

 

 

 

 

 

Know how power is shared in the 

United States’ constitutional 

government at the federal, state, 

and local levels. 

Students will:  
 Describe the impact of the railroads. 

 Identify immigration patterns by national 

origin. 

 Mini-reports on technological advances. 

 Timeline of National Park System. 

GC.B8 

 

 

 

Understand the place of law in the 

American political system. 

 

 

Students will: 
 Describe the new protections implemented 

for consumers and inventors. 

 Identify immigration patterns by national 

origin. 

 Mini-reports on technological advances. 

 Timeline of National Park System. 

G.B4 

 

 

 

 

Discuss how and why groups and 

individuals identify with places 

 

 

 

Students will: 
 Discuss the conservation movement and the 

development of national parks and forests. 

 Identify immigration patterns by national 

origin. 

 Mini-reports on technological advances. 

 Timeline of National Park System. 

GC.F1 

 

 

 

 

Understand how the government 

and the economy interrelate 

through regulations, incentives, 

and taxation. 

 

Students will: 
 Generalize the increased executive 

involvement in the economy. 

 Identify immigration patterns by national 

origin. 

 Mini-reports on technological advances. 

 Timeline of National Park System. 

GC.B5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Understand the importance of 

individuals, public opinion, media, 

political parties, associations, and 

groups in forming and carrying out 

public policy. 

 

 

Students will: 

 Compare the foreign policy approach of the 

turn- of-the-century presidents. 

 Identify immigration patterns by national 

origin. 

 Mini-reports on technological advances. 

 Timeline of National Park System. 

  World War I  

  Students will: 

 What were the origins and impact of U.S. 

involvement in World War 1? 
How did the U.S. emerge as a world power? 

 



AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
G.D1 

 

 

 

 

 

Know that the need for people to 

exchange goods, services, and 

ideas creates population centers, 

cultural interaction, and 

transportation and communication 

links. 

Students will: 
 Discuss the movement from U.S. neutrality 

to engagement. 

 Debate isolationism vs. global engagement. 

 Research the domestic impact on civil 

liberties and capitalism. 

G.G2, GC.F2 

 

 

 

Be aware that economic systems 

determine how resources are used 

to produce and distribute goods 

and services. 

Students will: 
 Measure the domestic impact of World War 

I. 

 Debate isolationism vs. global engagement. 

 Research the domestic impact on civil 

liberties and capitalism. 

G.D2 

 

 

 

Explain how and why human 

networks, including networks for 

communications and for 

transportation of people and 

goods, are linked globally. 

 

Students will: 
 Analyze the U.S. role in the Treaty of 

Versailles. 

 Debate isolationism vs. global engagement. 

 Research the domestic impact on civil 

liberties and capitalism. 

G.D3 

 

 

Interpret population characteristics 

and distributions. 

 

 

Students will: 

 Debate the feasibility of implementing 

Wilson’s Fourteen Points. 

 Debate isolationism vs. global engagement. 

 Research the domestic impact on civil 

liberties and capitalism. 

  1920’s  

  Students will: 

 Why did the end of the war lead to domestic 

turmoil? 

 What are the major changes in social 

policy? 

 How did the American economy affect 

popular culture? 

 

GC.F2 Be aware that economic systems 

determine how resources are 

used to produce and distribute 

goods and services. 

Students will: 

 Categorize the economic changes that led to 

labor unrest. 

 Create a Pro/Con list of prohibition. 

 Map the movement of people during the 

Great Migration. 



AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
C.E6, GC.B6 

 

 

Recognize the significance of 

diversity in the American 

political system. 

Students will: 
  Hypothesize how the cultural and racial 

migration affected urban centers. 

 Create a Pro/Con list of prohibition. 
 Map the movement of people during the 

Great Migration. 

GC.B7 

 

 

Distinguish between 

constitution-based ideals and 

the reality of American political 

and social life. 

 

Students will: 
 Illustrate the changing role of women in 

society. 

 Create a Pro/Con list of prohibition. 
 Map the movement of people during the 

Great Migration. 

C.E5, G.D2 

 

 

 

Explain how and why human 

networks, including networks 

for communications and for 

transportation of people and 

goods, are linked globally. 

 

Students will: 
 Classify the reasons for the adoption and 

repeal of the 18th Amendment. 

 Create a Pro/Con list of prohibition. 
 Map the movement of people during the 

Great Migration. 

C.E7, H.A2 Know that the interpretation of 

history may change as new 

evidence is discovered. 

 

Students will: 
 Debate the emergence of controversial 

scientific theories. 

 Create a Pro/Con list of prohibition. 
 Map the movement of people during the 

Great Migration. 

C.E5, G.D2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Explain how and why human 

networks, including networks 

for communications and for 

transportation of people and 

goods, are linked globally. 

 

 

Students will: 
 Outline the rise and increasing roll of mass 

media and entertainment. 

 Create a Pro/Con list of prohibition. 
 Map the movement of people during the 

Great Migration. 

C.B4, C.E5, G.D4 

 

 

 

 

Analyze how changes in 

technology, transportation, and 

communication impact social, 

cultural, economic, and 

political. 

Students will: 
 Specify technological advancements that 

improved the quality of life. 

 Create a Pro/Con list of prohibition. 
 Map the movement of people during the 

Great Migration. 



AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
  Great Depression 

 

 

  Students will: 

 What were the causes and consequences of 

the Great Depression? 

 How did the New Deal Impact America? 

 

GC.F5 

 

 

 

Understand the basic concepts 

of supply and demand, the 

market system, and profit. 

 

Students will: 
 Investigate the factors that led to the stock 

market crash of 1929. 

 Create a graphic organizer of the New Deal 
programs. 

 Conduct interviews or online research of 
people who experienced living during the 
depression. 

CS.E5, G.B6 

 

 

 

Make informed decisions about 

where to live, work, travel, and 

seek opportunities. 

 

 

Students will: 
 Investigate the societal impact of the Great 

Depression. 

 Create a graphic organizer of the New Deal 
programs. 

 Conduct interviews or online research of 
people who experienced living during the 
depression. 

G.A1 

 

 

Use maps and globes to locate 

places and regions. 

 

 

Students will: 
 Summarize the various economic and social 

programs. 

 Create a graphic organizer of the New Deal 
programs. 

 Conduct interviews or online research of 
people who experienced living during the 
depression. 

GC.F1 

 

 

 

 

Understand how the government 

and the economy interrelate 

through regulations, incentives, 

and taxation. 

 

Students will: 
 Evaluate the effectiveness of the Social 

Security Act and Tennessee Valley 
Authority. 

 Create a graphic organizer of the New Deal 
programs. 

 Conduct interviews or online research of 
people who experienced living during the 
depression. 

  World War II  

Semester 2  Students will: 

 What were the origins of U.S. origins of 

U.S. involvement in World War II? 

 What was the domestic impact of World 

War II? 

 What was the U.S. strategy in the Atlantic 

 



AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
and Pacific Theaters? 

 How did the U.S. emerge as a world leader 

following World War II? 

GC.A3 

 

 

 

 

Understand how nations 

organize their governments. 

 

Students will: 
 Review the motivations behind territorial 

expansion and the rise of authoritarian 
states in Europe and Asia. 

 Mini research projects on women’s role, 

internment camps, and racial / ethnic roles. 

 Debate the ethics of dropping the atomic 

bomb and/or Marshall Plan. 

 Primary Source analysis of key documents. 

G.D4 

 

 

 

 

 

Analyze how changes in 

technology, transportation, and 

communication impact social, 

cultural, economic, and 

political activity. 

 

Students will: 
 Measure the effectiveness of the Japanese 

attack on Pearl Harbor. 

 Mini research projects on women’s role, 

internment camps, and racial / ethnic roles. 

 Debate the ethics of dropping the atomic 

bomb and/or Marshall Plan. 

 Primary Source analysis of key documents. 

G.F1 

 

 

 

 

Analyze and evaluate the impact 

of physical and human 

geographical factors on major 

historical events. 

 

Students will: 
 Identify the war conversion and 

mobilization effort. 

 Mini research projects on women’s role, 

internment camps, and racial / ethnic roles. 

 Debate the ethics of dropping the atomic 

bomb and/or Marshall Plan. 

 Primary Source analysis of key documents. 

CS.B1, GC.B5 

 

 

 

Understand the importance of 

individuals, public opinion, 

media, political parties, 

associations, and groups in 

forming and carrying out public 

policy. 

Students will: 
 Categorize how minority groups were 

incorporated in the war effort. 

 Mini research projects on women’s role, 

internment camps, and racial / ethnic roles. 

 Debate the ethics of dropping the atomic 

bomb and/or Marshall Plan. 

 Primary Source analysis of key documents. 

GC.B5 

 

 

 

Understand the importance of 

individuals, public opinion, 

media, political parties, 

associations, and groups in 

forming and carrying out public  

Students will: 
 Compare how minority groups were 

disenfranchised. 

 Mini research projects on women’s role, 

internment camps, and racial / ethnic roles. 

 Debate the ethics of dropping the atomic 

bomb and/or Marshall Plan. 

 Primary Source analysis of key documents. 

GC.B3 

 

 

 

Understand the United States 

Constitution, including 

separation of powers, the 

Students will: 
 Generalize the evolving role of women in 

society. 

 Mini research projects on women’s role, 

internment camps, and racial / ethnic roles. 

 Debate the ethics of dropping the atomic 

bomb and/or Marshall Plan. 



AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
executive, legislative, and 

judicial branches of 

government, majority rule, and 

minority rights. 

 

 Primary Source analysis of key documents. 

G.B1 

 

 

 

Know that places have 

distinctive geographic 

characteristics. 

 

 

Students will: 
 Appraise the political and military goals of 

the alliances with the Soviet Union and 
other allies. 

 Mini research projects on women’s role, 
internment camps, and racial / ethnic roles. 

 Debate the ethics of dropping the atomic 

bomb and/or Marshall Plan. 

 Primary Source analysis of key documents. 

GC.D1 

 

 

 

Analyze how domestic politics, 

the principles of the United 

States Constitution, foreign 

policy, and economics affect 

relations with other countries. 

 

Students will: 
 Assess the U.S. position at the end of the 

war in Europe. 

 Mini research projects on women’s role, 

internment camps, and racial / ethnic roles. 

 Debate the ethics of dropping the atomic 

bomb and/or Marshall Plan. 

 Primary Source analysis of key documents. 

G.B1 

 

 

 

 

 

Know that places have 

distinctive geographic 

characteristics. 

 

 

Students will: 
 Summarize the initial approach to the war 

in the Pacific. 

 Mini research projects on women’s role, 

internment camps, and racial / ethnic roles. 

 Debate the ethics of dropping the atomic 

bomb and/or Marshall Plan. 

 Primary Source analysis of key documents. 

G.A6 

 

 

 

 

 

Use spatial (geographic) tools 

and technologies to analyze and 

develop explanations and 

solutions to geographic 

problems. 

 

Students will: 
 Illustrate the island-hopping tactics 

beginning with the Battle of Midway. 

 Mini research projects on women’s role, 

internment camps, and racial / ethnic roles. 

 Debate the ethics of dropping the atomic 

bomb and/or Marshall Plan. 

 Primary Source analysis of key documents. 

G.A5 

 

 

 

 

 

Evaluate the importance of the 

locations of human and physical 

features in interpreting 

geographic patterns. 

 

Students will: 
 Judge the U.S. decision to drop the atomic 

bomb. 

 Mini research projects on women’s role, 

internment camps, and racial / ethnic roles. 

 Debate the ethics of dropping the atomic 

bomb and/or Marshall Plan 

 Primary Source analysis of key documents. 



AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
G.A5 

 

 

 

 

 

Evaluate the importance of the 

locations of human and physical 

features in interpreting 

geographic patterns. 

Students will: 
 Determine the scientific, economic and 

military implications of developing the 
atomic bomb. 

 Mini research projects on women’s role, 

internment camps, and racial / ethnic roles. 

 Debate the ethics of dropping the atomic 

bomb and/or Marshall Plan 

 Primary Source analysis of key documents. 

G.D5 

 

 

 

 

 

Analyze how conflict and 

cooperation shape social, 

economic, and political use of 

space. 

 

Students will: 
 Illustrate the plan to contain the spread of 

communism and the U.S. response to Soviet 
aggressions. 

 Mini research projects on women’s role, 

internment camps, and racial / ethnic roles. 

 Debate the ethics of dropping the atomic 

bomb and/or Marshall Plan 

 Primary Source analysis of key documents. 

GC.B2 

 

 

 

 

 

Recognize American heritage 

and culture, including the 

republican form of government, 

capitalism, free enterprise 

system, patriotism, strong 

family units, and freedom of 

religion. 

 

Students will: 
 Identify United States role in the creation of 

the United Nations. 

 Mini research projects on women’s role, 

internment camps, and racial / ethnic roles. 

 Debate the ethics of dropping the atomic 

bomb and/or Marshall Plan. 

 Primary Source analysis of key documents. 

  Contemporary America  

  Students will: 

 How did the different political and 

economic systems of the U.S. and Soviet 

Union result in Cold War conflicts? 

 How did post World War II economy and 

population changes alter society? 

 What were the major social issues and 

domestic policies? 

 

G.B7 

 

 

 

Understand that a region is a 

distinct area defined by one or 

more cultural or physical 

features. 

Students will: 

 Explain the causes of the Korea War and 

the fear of communism domestically. 

 Map the Cold War conflicts. 

 Compare the proxy war in Korea, Vietnam 

and Afghanistan. 

 Mini projects of social reform such as 



AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
 

 

 

Civil Rights Movement, Women’s 

Liberation and Affirmative Action. 

 Primary Source analysis of key documents. 

 Breaking down Supreme Court Cases in 

relation to social issues/change 

G.D5 

 

 

 

  

Analyze how conflict and 

cooperation shape social, 

economic, and political use of 

space. 

 

 

Students will: 

 Outline the Cold War policy in the Middle 

East; strategically and politically. 

 Map the Cold War conflicts. 

 Compare the proxy war in Korea, Vietnam 

and Afghanistan. 

 Mini projects of social reform such as 

Civil Rights Movement, Women’s 

Liberation and Affirmative Action. 

 Primary Source analysis of key documents. 

 Breaking down Supreme Court Cases in 

relation to social issues/change 

G.A1 

 

 

Use maps and globes to locate 

places and regions. 

 

  

GC.D1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

 

Analyze how domestic politics, 

the principles of the United 

States Constitution, foreign 

policy, and economics affect 

relations with other countries. 

 

 

 

Students will: 

 Cite the causes of initial involvement in 

Vietnam. 

 Map the Cold War conflicts. 

 Compare the proxy war in Korea, Vietnam 

and Afghanistan. 

 Mini projects of social reform such as 

Civil Rights Movement, Women’s 

Liberation and Affirmative Action. 

 Primary Source analysis of key documents. 

 Breaking down Supreme Court Cases in 

relation to social issues/change 

GC.D2 

 

 

 

 

 

Evaluate circumstances in 

which the United States has 

politically influenced other 

nations and how other nations 

have influenced the politics and 

society of the United States. 

Students will: 

 Investigate the growing U.S. involvement 

through the Tet Offensive. 

 Map the Cold War conflicts. 

 Compare the proxy war in Korea, Vietnam 

and Afghanistan. 

 Mini projects of social reform such as 

Civil Rights Movement, Women’s 



AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
  Liberation and Affirmative Action 

 Primary Source analysis of key 

documents. 

 Breaking down Supreme Court Cases 

in relation to social issues/change 

G.D4 

 

 

 

 

 

Analyze how changes in 

technology, transportation, and 

communication impact social, 

cultural, economic, and 

political activity. 

Students will: 

 Connect the growing domestic opposition 

to the war with the eventual withdrawal 

from Vietnam. 

 Map the Cold War conflicts. 

 Compare the proxy war in Korea, Vietnam 

and Afghanistan. 

 Mini projects of social reform such as 

Civil Rights Movement, Women’s 

Liberation and Affirmative Action. 

 Primary Source analysis of key documents. 

 Breaking down Supreme Court Cases in 

relation to social issues/change 

GC.B2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recognize American heritage 

and culture, including the 

republican form of government, 

capitalism, free enterprise 

system, patriotism, strong 

family units, and freedom of 

religion. 

 

 

Students will: 

 Calculate the impact of Détente, Star Wars, 

and the tearing down of the Berlin Wall on 

the fall of Communism. 

 Map the Cold War conflicts. 

 Compare the proxy war in Korea, Vietnam 

and Afghanistan. 

 Mini projects of social reform such as 

Civil Rights Movement, Women’s 

Liberation and Affirmative Action. 

 Primary Source analysis of key documents. 

 Breaking down Supreme Court Cases in 

relation to social issues/change 

CS.A7, G.A5 

 

 

 

 

Evaluate the importance of the 

locations of human and physical 

features in interpreting 

geographic patterns. 

 

 

 

 

Students will: 

 Distinguish the Baby boom’s impact on the 

interstate highway system. 

 Map the Cold War conflicts. 

 Compare the proxy war in Korea, Vietnam 

and Afghanistan. 

 Mini projects of social reform such as 

Civil Rights Movement, Women’s 

Liberation and Affirmative Action. 

 Primary Source analysis of key documents. 

 Breaking down Supreme Court Cases in 



AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
relation to social issues/change 

G.D1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Know that the need for people 

to exchange goods, services, 

and ideas creates population 

centers, cultural interaction, 

and transportation and 

communication links. 

 

 

 

 

Students will: 

 Analyze the impact of technology on 

American society through advancements in 

mass media and medical innovations. 

 Map the Cold War conflicts. 

 Compare the proxy war in Korea, Vietnam 

and Afghanistan. 

 Mini projects of social reform such as 

Civil Rights Movement, Women’s 

Liberation and Affirmative Action. 

 Primary Source analysis of key documents. 

 Breaking down Supreme Court Cases in 

relation to social issues/change 

GC.B3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Understand the United States 

Constitution, including 

separation of powers, the 

executive, legislative, and 

judicial branches of 

government, majority rule, and 

minority rights. 

 

Students will: 

 Relate the increased federal spending on 

defense technologies to subsequent benefits 

for general welfare. 

 Map the Cold War conflicts. 

 Compare the proxy war in Korea, Vietnam 

and Afghanistan. 

 Mini projects of social reform such as 

Civil Rights Movement, Women’s 

Liberation and Affirmative Action. 

 Primary Source analysis of key documents. 

 Breaking down Supreme Court Cases in 

relation to social issues/change 

CS.B1, CS.B5, GC.A2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Understand the meaning of 

fundamental ideas, including 

equality, authority, power, 

freedom, justice, privacy, 

property, responsibility, and 

sovereignty. 

 

 

 

 

Students will: 

 Classify the Supreme Court decisions 

regarding civil rights and liberties. 

 Map the Cold War conflicts. 

 Compare the proxy war in Korea, Vietnam 

and Afghanistan. 

 Mini projects of social reform such as 

Civil Rights Movement, Women’s 

Liberation and Affirmative Action. 

 Primary Source analysis of key documents. 

 Breaking down Supreme Court Cases in 

relation to social issues/change 

CS.E6, CS.E7, GC.B9 

 
Recognize the role of dissent in 

the American political system. 

Students will: 

 Contrast the effectiveness of the non-violent 

 Map the Cold War conflicts. 

 Compare the proxy war in Korea, Vietnam 



AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

with the militant approach of the civil rights 

movement. 

and Afghanistan. 

 Mini projects of social reform such as 

Civil Rights Movement, Women’s 

Liberation and Affirmative Action. 

 Primary Source analysis of key documents. 

 Breaking down Supreme Court Cases in 

relation to social issues/change 

CS.E5, GC.B1 

 

 

 

Understand the ideals of this 

nation as expressed in the 

Declaration of Independence, 

the United States Constitution, 

and the Bill of Rights. 

 

Students will: 

 Determine the origins and goals of the 

modern women’s movement. 

 Map the Cold War conflicts. 

 Compare the proxy war in Korea, Vietnam 

and Afghanistan. 

 Mini projects of social reform such as 

Civil Rights Movement, Women’s 

Liberation and Affirmative Action. 

 Primary Source analysis of key documents. 

 Breaking down Supreme Court Cases in 

relation to social issues/change 

GC.A2 

 

 

Understand the meaning of 

fundamental ideas, including 

equality, authority, power, 

freedom, justice, privacy, 

property, responsibility, and 

sovereignty. 

 

 

Students will: 

 Measure the legislature passed to enhance 

civil rights. 

 Map the Cold War conflicts. 

 Compare the proxy war in Korea, Vietnam 

and Afghanistan. 

 Mini projects of social reform such as 

Civil Rights Movement, Women’s 

Liberation and Affirmative Action. 

 Primary Source analysis of key documents. 

 Breaking down Supreme Court Cases in 

relation to social issues/change 

GC.B7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Distinguish between 

constitution-based ideals and 

the reality of American political 

and social life. 

 

 

Students will: 

 Identify the causes of social upheaval in the 

1960s – 1980s beyond the Civil Rights 

movement. 

 Map the Cold War conflicts. 

 Compare the proxy war in Korea, Vietnam 

and Afghanistan. 

 Mini projects of social reform such as 

Civil Rights Movement, Women’s 

Liberation and Affirmative Action. 



AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
  Primary Source analysis of key documents. 

 Breaking down Supreme Court Cases in 

relation to social issues/change 

  Policy Movements and 

Technological Movements 

 

  Students will: 

 How has globalization transformed political 

and social involvement? 

 How have politics influenced domestic and 

foreign policy? 

 How has modern federalism changed the 

role of government? 

 How does the media influence American 

society? 

 What violent events have contributed to or 

been the result of domestic unrest? 

 How have issues of social unrest created 

change? 

 

G.B3 

 

 

 

 

Relate how people create 

similarities and differences 

among places. 

Students will: 

 Generalize the global approach to economic 

and political interactions and conflicts. 

 Create a graphic organizer comparing 

Constitution rights to the Patriotic Act. 

 Examine the social media influence on 

movements. 

 Electoral College map analysis. 

 Primary Source document analysis. 

 

G.C.A4 

 

 

 Compare and contrast how 

different societies have 

governed themselves over time 

and in different places. 

Students will: 

 Inventory the causes and results of the 

Republican Revolution. 

 Create a graphic organizer comparing 

Constitution rights to the Patriotic Act. 

 Examine the social media influence on 

movements. 

 Electoral College map analysis. 

 Primary Source document analysis. 



AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
G.D3 

 

 

Interpret population 

characteristics and distributions. 

 

Students will: 

 Differentiate the results of the 2000, 2008 

and 2016 Presidential Elections in relation 

to economic and foreign policy. 

 Create a graphic organizer comparing 

Constitution rights to the Patriotic Act. 

 Examine the social media influence on 

movements. 

 Electoral College map analysis. 

 Primary Source document analysis. 

G.D2 

 

 

 

Explain how and why human 

networks, including networks 

for communications and for 

transportation of people and 

goods, are linked globally. 

 

 

Students will: 

 Summarize the role of fundraising on 

elections and subsequent legislation. 

 Create a graphic organizer comparing 

Constitution rights to the Patriotic Act. 

 Examine the social media influence on 

movements. 

 Electoral College map analysis. 

 Primary Source document analysis. 

CS.E3, G.C3 

 

 

 

 

Recognize the concepts used in 

studying environments and 

recognize the diversity and 

productivity of different 

regional environments. 

Students will: 

 Characterize the political reaction to acts of 

terrorism. 

 Create a graphic organizer comparing 

Constitution rights to the Patriotic Act. 

 Examine the social media influence on 

movements. 

 Electoral College map analysis. 

 Primary Source document analysis. 

G.A5 

 

 

Evaluate the importance of the 

locations of human and physical 

features in interpreting 

geographic patterns. 

 

 

 

Students will: 

 Summarize how modern catastrophes have 

expanded the role of the federal 

government. 

 Create a graphic organizer comparing 

Constitution rights to the Patriotic Act. 

 Examine the social media influence on 

movements. 

 Electoral College map analysis. 

 Primary Source document analysis. 

GC.F6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Understand the role of economic 

institutions in the United States, 

including the Federal Reserve 

Board, trade unions, banks, 

investors, and the stock market. 

 

 

Students will: 

 Probe the events leading to housing and 

economic crisis and the steps taken to 

recover. 

 Create a graphic organizer comparing 

Constitution rights to the Patriotic Act. 

 Examine the social media influence on 

movements. 

 Electoral College map analysis. 

 Primary Source document analysis. 



AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
GC.E7 

 

 

 

 

 

Implement ways of solving 

problems and resolving conflict. 

 

Understand how the 

government and the economy 

interrelate through regulations, 

incentives, and taxation. 

 

Understand the role of self-

interest, incentives, property 

rights, competition, and 

corporate responsibility in the 

market economy. 

 

Students will: 

 Evaluate health care reform policies. 

 Create a graphic organizer comparing 

Constitution rights to the Patriotic Act. 

 Examine the social media influence on 

movements. 

 Electoral College map analysis. 

 Primary Source document analysis. 

GC.B4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Know how power is shared in 

the United States’ constitutional 

government at the federal, state, 

and local levels. 

 

 

 

 

Students will: 

 Appraise the role of state’s and individual 

rights versus national security needs. 

 Create a graphic organizer comparing 

Constitution rights to the Patriotic Act. 

 Examine the social media influence on 

movements. 

 Electoral College map analysis. 

 Primary Source document analysis. 

CS.E3, GC.F7 

 

 

Understand the role of self-

interest, incentives, property 

rights, competition, and 

corporate responsibility in the 

market economy. 

 

 

Students will: 

 Explain the function and structure of the 

media. 

 Create a graphic organizer comparing 

Constitution rights to the Patriotic Act. 

 Examine the social media influence on 

movements. 

 Electoral College map analysis. 

 Primary Source document analysis. 

GC.B5 

 

 

 

 

 

Understand the importance of 

individuals, public opinion, 

media, political parties, 

associations, and groups in 

forming and carrying out public 

policy. 

Students will: 

 Assess the impact of media on politics and 

public opinion. 

 Create a graphic organizer comparing 

Constitution rights to the Patriotic Act. 

 Examine the social media influence on 

movements. 

 Electoral College map analysis. 



AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
 

 

 

 Primary Source document analysis. 

H.A6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Know that cultural elements, 

including language, literature, 

the arts, customs, and belief 

systems, reflect the ideas and 

attitudes of a specific time and 

know how the cultural elements 

influence human interaction. 

 

 

Students will: 

 Classify the various motivations behind 

work place and school shootings. 

 Create a graphic organizer comparing 

Constitution rights to the Patriotic Act. 

 Examine the social media influence on 

movements. 

 Electoral College map analysis. 

 Primary Source document analysis. 

CS.E7, GC.A2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Understand the meaning of 

fundamental ideas, including 

equality, authority, power, 

freedom, justice, privacy, 

property, responsibility, and 

sovereignty. 

 

 

 

Students will: 

 Investigate how domestic terrorists justify 

their actions. 

 Create a graphic organizer comparing 

Constitution rights to the Patriotic Act. 

 Examine the social media influence on 

movements. 

 Electoral College map analysis. 

 Primary Source document analysis. 

H.A7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Understand that history is 

dynamic and composed of key 

turning points. 

 

 

Students will: 

 Predict the approach America will take in 

countering domestic terrorism. 

 Create a graphic organizer comparing 

Constitution rights to the Patriotic Act. 

 Examine the social media influence on 

movements. 

 Electoral College map analysis. 

 Primary Source document analysis. 

CS.B4, CS.E1, 

GC.A2 

 

 

 

 

Understand the meaning of 

fundamental ideas, including 

equality, authority, power, 

freedom, justice, privacy, 

property, responsibility, and 

sovereignty. 

Students will: 

 Examine religious, social, and cultural 

developments. 

 Create a graphic organizer comparing 

Constitution rights to the Patriotic Act. 

 Examine the social media influence on 

movements. 

 Electoral College map analysis. 



AK Code AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
 

 

 

 
 Primary Source document analysis. 

CS.E5, GC.B8 

 

 

 

 

Understand the place of law in 

the American political system 

 

 

 

Students will: 

 Evaluate the pros and cons of liberalization 

of rights. 

 Create a graphic organizer comparing 

Constitution rights to the Patriotic Act. 

 Examine the social media influence on 

movements. 

 Electoral College map analysis. 

 Primary Source document analysis. 

 



 

 

High School United States Government 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AK 

Code 

AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
  Origins and Foundations of 

Government 

 

H.B1  

 

 

 

 

 

GC.A1   

GC.B1  

 

 

 

 

Comprehend the forces of change 

and continuity that shape human 

history through the following 

persistent organizing themes 

 

 

Understand the necessity and 

purpose of government. 

Understand the ideals of this nation 

as expressed in the Declaration of 

Independence, the United States 

Constitution, and the Bill of Rights. 

Students will: 

 Identify theories that explain the origins of 

the state and the necessity of governments 

 Explain the purposes and use of the 

Constitution in defining and limiting 

democracy 

 Describe the limits the Constitution places 

on state powers 

 Essay comparing and contrasting the four 

theories of the origin of the state. 

Overview: This course covers the origins and functions of the American Federal system, including the three branches of government, the electoral 

process and voter behaviors, and Alaska state government. Students will learn the foundations of the American democratic system. It will introduce the 

principles of our society's free market economy and basic consumer skills. The course will focus on civic involvement in the government process in 

action and identify the various parts and functions of the justice system. Students will gain an understanding of their basic rights and their responsibility 

and roles as participating citizens of the United States” 

 

Pre-requisites (if any): Junior or Senior Class Standing 

 

Credits (if applicable): 1 credit 

 



 

AK 

Code 

AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
GC.C3  

Evaluate multiple procedures for 

making governmental decisions at 

the local, state, national, and 

international levels in terms of the 

civic purposes achieved. 
GC.A4  

 

 

 

 

Compare and contrast how different 

societies have governed themselves 

over time and in different places. 

Students will: 

 Compare and contrast various forms of 

governments, including Unitary, Federal, 

and Confederate. 

 Create a graphic organizer of the different forms 

of government. 

GC.B1  

 

 

 

 

GC.B2  

 

 

 

 

 

GC.B3  

 

 

 

 

 

 

GC.B4  

Understand the ideals of this nation 

as expressed in the Declaration of 

Independence, the United States 

Constitution, and the Bill of Rights. 

 

Recognize American heritage and 

culture, including the republican 

form of government, capitalism, 

free enterprise system, patriotism, 

strong family units, and freedom of 

religion. 

 

Understand the United States 

Constitution, including separation 

of powers, the executive, 

legislative, and judicial branches of 

government, majority rule, and 

minority rights. 

 

 

Know how power is shared in the 

United States’ constitutional 

government at the federal, state, and 

local levels. 

Students will: 

 Evaluate the principles of the American 

Democratic system and how it protects 

individual rights and impact the 

functioning of government. 

 Explain the historical and philosophical 

origins of the Constitution. 

 Explain how the Declaration of 

Independence and the Constitution reflect 

principals of popular sovereignty, checks 

and balances, natural rights, and federalism 

 Explain the principals of enumerated 

powers, federalism, separation of powers, 

checks and balances, republicanism, 

individual rights, inalienable rights, and 

popular sovereignty.  

 Federalists Essay 

 Bill or Rights Poster or Media Project 

 State Government Brochure 

GC.B2 Recognize American heritage and Students will:  Compare the Articles of Confederation to the 



 

AK 

Code 

AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
 

 

 

 

 

GC.B3 

culture, including the republican 

form of government, capitalism, 

free enterprise system, patriotism, 

strong family units, and freedom of 

religion. 

 

Understand the United States 

Constitution, including separation 

of powers, the executive, 

legislative, and judicial branches of 

government, majority rule, and 

minority rights. 

 Critique the weaknesses of the Articles of 

Confederation which resulted in the 

Constitutional Convention. 

Constitution. 

  Foundations of Citizenship  

GCE1 

 

 

GC.E2 

 

 

 

GC.E6 
 

 

Know the important characteristics 

of citizenship. 

 

Recognize that it is important for 

citizens to fulfill their public 

responsibilities. 

 

Recognize the value of community 

service. 

 

Students will: 

 Compare the differences between a 

citizen’s duties, rights, and 

responsibilities.  

 Identify citizen rights, duties, and 

responsibilities. 

H.B2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

H.B4 

 

 

 

 

 

Understand the people and the 

political, geographic, economic, 

cultural, social, and environmental 

events that have shaped the history 

of the state, the United States, and 

the world. 

 

Recognize the importance of time, 

ideas, institutions, people, places, 

cultures, and events in 

understanding large historical 

patterns. 

 

Students will: 

 Restate the paths to United States 

citizenship.  

 Create PowerPoint on paths to citizenship 

http://mdk12.org/share/hsvsc/glossary/government/articles_of_confederation.html
http://mdk12.org/share/hsvsc/glossary/government/articles_of_confederation.html


 

AK 

Code 

AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
H.D5 

 

Base personal citizenship action on 

reasoned historical judgment with 

recognition of responsibility for self 

and others. 

 

GC.A1 

 

 

GC.B2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GC.E1 

 

 

Understand the necessity and 

purpose of government. 

 

Recognize American heritage and 

culture, including the republican 

form of government, capitalism, 

free enterprise system, patriotism, 

strong family units, and freedom of 

religion. 

 

Know the important characteristics 

of citizenship. 

 

Students will: 

 Assess the distinct characteristics, values, 

and principles of American Society.  

 Create Poster displaying the concept of 

American society as a melting pot vs mosaic. 

  Structure of Government  

GC.A2 

 

 

 

 

 

GC.B3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Understand the meaning of 

fundamental ideas, including 

equality, authority, power, freedom, 

justice, privacy, property, 

responsibility, and sovereignty. 

 

Understand the United States 

Constitution, including separation 

of powers, the executive, 

legislative, and judicial branches of 

government, majority rule, and 

minority rights. 

 

 

 

 

Students will: 

 Explain how the United States Constitution 

defines the framework, organization and 

structure of the three branches of 

government at the national level.  

 Write an essay explaining how the concept of 

“Separation of powers” and “Checks and 

Balances” is manifest throughout the U.S. 

Constitution. 

 

 



 

AK 

Code 

AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
  American Legal System  

H.A8 

 

 

 

 

GC.A4 

 

 

 

 

GC.D2 

 

 

Know that history is a bridge to 

understanding groups of people and 

an individual’s relationship to 

society. 

 

Compare and contrast how different 

societies have governed themselves 

over time and in different places. 

 

Evaluate circumstances in which the 

United States has politically 

influenced other nations and how 

other nations have influenced the 

politics and society of the United 

States. 

 

Students will: 

 Understand the history, structure and 

purpose of the American legal system.  

 Identify the different court systems and their 

functions. 

 Create a chart the represent the development of 

our legal system. 

GC. B1 

 

 

 

 

 

GC.B3 

 

Understand the ideals of this nation 

as expressed in the Declaration of 

Independence, the United States 

Constitution, and the Bill of Rights. 

 

Understand the United States 

Constitution, including separation 

of powers, the executive, legislative, 

and judicial branches of 

government, majority rule, and 

minority rights. 

 

Students will: 

 Determine the role of law as a social 

safeguard of individual rights and liberties 

for the common good.  

 Hold a debate on does individual rights 

stop for the common good using 

Korematsu vs US. 

 Write an essay explaining the reasons for the 

Miranda Act. 

 

GC.C1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Understand the various forms of the 

state’s local governments and the 

agencies and commissions that 

influence students’ lives and 

property. 

 

Establish, explain, and apply criteria 

Students will: 

 Identify the types of laws (criminal, civil, 

juvenile, constitutional, administrative, and 

statutory).  

 Create a Power Point that outlines the 

different types of laws and the purpose of 

each. 

 Create a pie chart that represent the percentage 

of number of cases per year of each type of 

law. 



 

AK 

Code 

AK Standard UCSD Core Learner 

Objectives 

UCSD Suggested 

Activities 
 

GC.E4 

 

useful in evaluating rules and laws. 

 

Use appropriate deliberative 

processes in multiple settings. 

 

GC.A2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GC.E7 

 

 

Understand the meaning of 

fundamental ideas, including 

equality, authority, power, freedom, 

justice, privacy, property, 

responsibility, and sovereignty. 

 

Implement ways of solving 

problems and resolving conflict. 

 

 

Students will: 

 Explain how the political and legal systems 

provide a means to protect rights, balance 

competing interests and settle disputes.  

 Hold a mock trial using either the criminal or 

civil justice process. 
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