
 

 

 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS FOR SENIORS 

Reminder: Counseling Office website is nmhscounseling.weebly.com 

(Items 1 – 3 are step-by-step instructions for applying to college and submitting SAT/ACT Scores) 

 

1. APPLY TO COLLEGE: Most applications are completed online. You may need a credit card to pay 

application fees.  You may also need a copy of your transcript on hand for any application fields 

that ask about course history, GPA, etc. Apply sooner rather than later! Some colleges have 

deadlines as early as October, whereas other colleges’ deadlines are in the spring. Check out the 

admissions webpages of your colleges of interest for their specific admissions requirements and 

procedure. Do not wait to apply to college just because you have not taken the ACT/SAT yet; 

also, don’t feel like you must have applied to a college in order to send them your scores.  (If 

aiming for a 4-year college program, you do need to go ahead and register for the ACT/SAT if 

you have not already!) 

2. REQUEST YOUR TRANSCRIPTS (one for each college application) from the counseling office 

using our Transcript Request Form. This form is located on the tan bookshelf under the phone 

just outside Mrs. Miles’ office.  Be sure to have the college’s address ready so we will know 

where to send your transcripts. Your transcript will have all grades through your junior year. 

Your college will also need a copy of your final transcript at the end of the year—we’ll step you 

through final transcript requests at graduation practice. 

3. REQUEST OFFICIAL ACT/SAT SCORE REPORTS during the test registration process (free for up to 

four recipients), or by going online to your ACT or SAT account and viewing your test & score 

reporting history (about $12-15 if ordered after the test date). If you have tested already and 

your score report history does not already show that you requested score reports for your 

college(s) of interest, you will need to request official score reports for the colleges you’re 

applying to. Colleges do not consider score reports official unless it comes directly from the test 

publisher (they will not accept a copy from North Murray counselors). 

4. PLAN TO VISIT THE COLLEGE(S) you are interested in attending. Never visit a campus without 

arranging with the admissions office ahead of time. Instead, visit their admissions website to see 

if there is a campus visit reservation procedure, or call/email the admissions office. When you 

visit, ask the admissions counselor for a statement on their letterhead confirming you were 

there (they get this request all the time). Turn this letter into your first period teacher just like 

any other excuse note, and you will not be counted absent for the visit. This will actually count 

as a field trip, and therefore will not even count against you for finals exemption! The student 

handbook allows you to take 3 college visits days during your senior year. 

5. GPA, CLASS RANK, and HONORS/SCHOLAR GRAD STATUS: Be aware that your class rank and 

Honors/Scholar grad status will be based on your weighted cumulative GPA that includes your 

completed coursework AND 16-week grades senior year. Yes, this calculation includes 16-week 

(first semester) grades for even your full-year classes.  This rank and weighted GPA will 

determine the Valedictorian, Salutatorian, and Honor/Scholar Graduates. 
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6. ALSO IMPORTANT! Second semester grades (final grades) are also very important. Even though 

your rank is based on the 16-week grades of your senior year, if your grades fall during 2nd 

semester and your final grades show drastic changes, the colleges that have accepted you can 

deny your admission. AVOID SENIORITIS at all costs so this does not happen to you! 

7. SCHOLARSHIPS: Don’t forget to check out the Counseling Office’s scholarship cloud document 

periodically (use link on our College Financial Aid page or type in tinyurl.com/nmhscholarships). 

As scholarship organizations inform us of their scholarship opportunity, we add it to that 

document.  Also, explore scholarship search engines such as www.fastweb.com, 

www.collegecovered.com, http://www.bestcolleges.com/financial-aid/, www.nextstepu.com, 

www.gafutures.org. Avoid scholarship sites that ask for money. 

8. The NMHS Local Scholarship Application is available on our website. The deadline to turn this in 
is February 3. They must be typed (except for student and parent/guardian signatures) and 
turned into your counselor by the deadline.  Some of the local scholarships that were awarded 
in recent history were from the Chamber of Commerce, First National Bank, Spring Place 
Ruritan, MAE, NMHS Alumni, Chatsworth Lion’s Club, and Rotary Club. We will receive inquiries 
from such local organizations about our scholarship candidates beginning in February 2019. 

 

9. Senior FAFSA Workshop is 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM, Tuesday, 

November 19, in the Media Center Lab.  Marcus Hilliard from the Georgia Student Finance 

Commission will give hands-on assistance to students and parents (preferably whoever claims 

the student as a dependent) completing the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).  

Visit tinyurl.com/yyvmtbk3 to learn what records/info to have on hand for FAFSA completion. 

 

10. FINANCIAL AID: With or without help from Mr. Hilliard or the NMHS counselors, you can 
complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) as early as October 1. Completion 
deadlines vary from college to college, and some free money out there is first come, first served.  
So, it is best to do this as early as possible. Please visit www.FAFSA.gov to complete.  There is no 
fee for filing a FAFSA. (DO NOT USE FAFSA.com or similar imposters, as they may charge you to 
apply and/or may compromise your personal information.) By completing the FAFSA, you will 
initiate the process for financial aid eligibility in terms of federal financial aid, state scholarships, 
certain scholarships from individual colleges, student and parent loans, etc. This also alerts the 
Georgia Student Finance Commission (GSFC) to activate HOPE (if you are eligible for the HOPE or 
Zell Miller Scholarships). Be sure to check with the college to which you have applied to find 
out their deadline for FAFSA completion. 

11. MORE ABOUT FINANCIAL AID: Be sure to check out the financial aid pages on the website for 

the college(s) you’ve applied to check for the college’s own scholarships, or call their financial 

aid office to ask if they have additional money to offer. The college itself may offer scholarships 

based on grades, ACT/SAT scores, income, college major, etc. In many cases, you need to have 

been accepted already to apply, but even so you can plan which scholarships to apply to for 

when you are accepted to that college. 
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