Letter Tiles

Purpose: The Scott Foresman design of the letter tile activity is for students to manipulate words with the phonic skill. The word work lesson is designed to follow the phonemic awareness activity where students hear and segment sounds in words with a particular phonic skill. Then they blend and read the words with the phonics skills. The spelling activity is after the manipulation the letters in words. Spelling consists of hearing, segmenting and recording the graphic representation for the letters that make s the word. This process ties into current research aligned with the development of phonemic awareness and phonics. (See the research section on the SF website.)
Suggested Routine:
Routines and procedures must be in place to do this quickly and smoothly. Some suggestions are to 

· Teach students to have tiles pulled before the whole groups begins and what to do with tiles when finished.

· Set routine to have tiles on desk and not to touch them until directions are given. 
· Teacher/Student game is great to teach procedures.
· Monitoring is a MUST-walking around while students are manipulating the letters.
· Lesson can be taped while it is done whole group and then students can use tiles at a listening station to repeat the activity.

· Lesson can be taped while it is done whole group and then students can use tiles at a listening station to repeat the activity.
Steps:

· State Purpose: Today we are going to use our letter tiles to make words with the (phonics skill).  What are we going to do?

· Everyone by the count of 5 make to word _______? What word? Yes, _______ Build it. Counts, snapping and tapping are ways to keep the pace.
· Say word in a sentence. This supports vocabulary development. Students don’t have to repeat this sentence because that isn’t the purpose.

· Everyone what word did you make? Yes ______.

· The next word we are going to make is _____. What word? Yes ______. Build it.

· Repeat steps for all the words
· Restate Purpose: Today we used our letter tiles to make words with the (phonics skill).  What did we do?

