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THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION

The early colonists who came to America to find
freedom had to face many dangers. They became
very independent and self-sufficient. At first, England
paid little attention to the colonists in America and the
colonists were nat strictly controlled by English law
andgovernment. - '

Howaever, after the colonies grew and became impor-
tant centers of trads, the Brilish imposed restrictions
and trade regulations on them. Some of these restric-
tions were made to put England in a favorable position
concerning trade with the colonies. The colonies ob-
jected vigorously to this.

The colonists also objected to other things like quar-
tering of soldiers, taxation withoul representation in
Parliament, and lack of true self-government.

policy did not change.

In 17785, Brilish soldiers were sent to Lexington, MA to
seize the guns and ammunition of the colonists, and
arrest colonial leaders Samuel Adams and John -
Hancock. It was Paul Revers who warned the Minute
Men who met the British soldiers at Lexington. Thers,
an unidentified shot started the war. Six years after.the
fighting began in Lexington, the British surrendered lo
CGeneral George Washington at Yorktown, VA. The
Americans had won their fight for independence.

QUESTIONS

True or false?

_Panpla soon bandaed tagether and, at the urging of

1 Theonlyobjaction tha colonists had toward British

such patriotic groups asthe Sons of Liberty, refusad to
buy English goods.

Incidents such as the Boston Tea Party in 1773, added
fuel to the fire of revolution. The Boston Tea Party
occurred when patriots disgulsed- as Indians threw
tons of tea into Boslon Harbor becausse {he colonists
did not like the tax policies of ihe Brilish. When the
British punished the Bostonians, all the colonists were
aroused. Conditions grew worse and a year aller the
Boston Tea Party, Pairick Henry shouted:

“The next gale that sweeps from the north
will bring to our ears the clash of resounding -
arms! Our brethren are already in the field!
Why stand we here idle? What is it that
gentlemen wish? What would they have? Is
life so dear, or peace sc sweet, as o be
purchased at the price of chains and sla-
very? Forbid it, Almighty God! | know not
what course others may take; but as for me,
give me liberty, orgive me death!"

lenry's spesch becams one of the best known
wrerevolutionary speeches.

First Continental Congress
solonial leaders decided to call a meeling to discuss

low to win their rights. They were more interested in

air treatment than in independence. The First Conli-
iental Congress met In Philadslphia, PA in 1774, with
lelegates from twelve of the thirtseen colonies. Geor-
ia did not send any representalivas but agreed 1o
upport any plans made atthe meating. The delegates
ent their complaints to the kina. butl Brilish colonial

- rule concernead frade regulations.

2. When the First Continental Congress met, the
members wanted lo declare war agains| England.

. Patrick Henry did not want to see the war begin.

(o)

4. The Sors oi Liberty supported the colonisls’ cause.

. 5. The English colonists were closely governed from
the time of the sariiest settlements.

6. The Boston Tea Parly occurred because of a tax
dispute.

7. Samuel Adams and John Hancock were colonial
leaders. ' .

B. Tha colanisls wara angry about whal the Indians
had done al the Boston Tea Parly.

9. Palrick Henry said, “Give me liberly, or give me
dealhl”

10. The First Caniinenlal Congress metin 1774.




'~ DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE

Over a year after the American Revolution began, the
Declaration of Independence was signed in Philadel-
phia, PA. It gave various reasons why the colonists
wanted to separale from England and announced the
existence of a new nation. The Declaration was written

by Thomas Jefferson and a committes from the S8econd.

Continental Congrass which had metin 1775, in Phila-

delphia, PA. This mesting of the Second Continerital _
Congress had been pravided for at the First Continen-

tal Congress. The dslagales to the Second Gontinen-
tal Congress had first:come hoping for peace, but soon
more and more leaders called for complete separation
from Great Britain.

On June 7, 1776, Richard Henry Lee of Virginia made
a mation that “these united colonies are, and of right
ought to be, free and Independent states.” On July 4,

The Declaration of Independence is not.a constitution
or form of government. It served to set-up pnnmples
for a new government. Such principles were usad in

“writing the United States Constitution.

" QUESTIONS -
Multiple choice,,
1. Which of the followmg is not an unalienable right
ofthe Declaration? _ _
A.life . jeducaltion
B. liberty V. pursuit of happiness

2. The Declaration was written by:
‘A jJefferson C. Hamilton
B. Washington D.Adams

— 1776, theDeclaration-oi-Independence-was—signed

—_andadopted. The words ware maoslly Thomas.Jefferson’s,

but the ideas were centuries old. The mostimportant part
of the Declaration comes inils second paragraph:

“*We.hold.these truths to be self-evident, that
- all men are.created equal, that they are
-andowed-:by thelr Creator with cerlain
. unalienable Rights,.that among these are
- Life;. Liberly. and ihe pursuit of. Happiness.
That to sscure these rights, Governments
are instituted among Men, deriving their just
powers from the consent of the governed,"—

The Declaration is Read

On July 8, 1776, the Liberly Bell was rung in Philadel-
phia, PA to call the peaple to the first public reading of
the Declaration. Far the safety of the signers, their
names were not made public for six months. When
lhey were revealed, many were seized by the British,
thrown into prison, and theirhomes burned. This small
group had risked their lives for liberty. .

Today, in Philadelphia, PA, there stands a tablet that
marks the place where Thomas Jefferson wrote the
Declaration. The original copy was exhibited lor many
years until light and air lthrealened its existence. In
1921, it was transferred to the care of the Library of
Congress and in 1952, it was placed in the National
Archives building in Washington, D.C. You may see i
there and you. may also visit the meeling place of the
Second Continental Congress in Philadelphia, PA. -

The imporlant facl is nol that the Americans had
declared themselves independent, but that they had

TTTTTEEL down certain*principles-and-beliefs- thal were new

RO DR T U U S .

3. The Declaration was authorized by the:
+A3Second Continental Congress
B FlrleontmantaICongress
C. Britishking
D.New England ~ s..ederation -

True or Ialse’?

- .+1.The-Declaration was written to start the American

Revolution.

2. The Second Continental Congress had the {ask of
carrying oul the American Revolution.

3. The Declaration of Independence is not a consti-
tution. -

4. The Declaration was written in Washington, D.C.

5. The principles of the Declaration of Independence
were used in writing the U.S. Constitufion.

Define
1. unalienable;

2. declarafloq: .
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THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION

"Shortly after the Declarahon of lndependence was
signed, the first attempt at a national or federal govern-
ment was made. This attempi was named the Arlicles

_of Gonfederation, and it became the basic law.for all
the colonies dunng the Revolutionary War. .

The Articles of Confederation acted as the first consti-
tution for the Unifed Slates. The Articles were drawn
up by the Second Continental Congress and were in
use until the-Constitution was signed in 1787. The
Articles ' were weak because the colonisis were un-
willing to give much powsr 1o a central governmeni.
This. was because they feared thal a new central
government might be no better than the English king
had been. The states themselves had state govern-
ments at this time, most with stale constitutions.

QUESTIONS

Match section A with section B

1.

A
Rebellion. in Massachusslts started by farmers
who were losing their farms.

. Form of government during the American Revalu-

tion.

. Had to approve imporiant acts under the Arlicles.

. Fear of this was in the minds of many American

colonistsinthe 1780's.

—When jt became necessary lo_hava a national ac

fedaral govarnment for conducting the Revolutionary
War, the stdtes made the government weak. The
Articles were 'so weak that the government could not
even pay its bills. It did have limited powers to make
war or pedge, but other powers were lacking: Robert
Meorris statéd that getling monsy from the stales was
like "preachmg to the dead.” Tc raise money the csn-
tral governifient could cnly ask the states for funds; it

could naot tax.

At the end of the Rsvolutionary War, the American
government was in serious financial {rouble. Soldiers
who had served without pay were granied western
land cerlificates in lieu of monay, but most had to sal!
their cerlifi¢ates for money to live on. Farmers with
large debts rebelled againstthe courts thai were taking
away their farms. (Shays’ Rebellion in Massachusatts
was an'éxample of such a rebellion by farmers.) Jails
were crowded with debtors. Slates were taxing each
other harmfully and arguing about land claims o tha
west. Tarilf laws were needed for business and indus-
try. Prices soared and credit disappeared. It became
increasingly evident that the only solution was a stron-
gercentralgovernment

WEAKNESSES GOF THE ARTICLES

1. No national courls, enly state caurls.

2. No power to lax.

3. No real powsr ta regulale commerce.

4, All changes in the Articles had to be approved by all
of the states.

5. All important laws had lo bs approved by nine
stales.

Mmooy

. This powar was lacking in the Articles of Con-

federation.

. states

. Shays’ Rebellion .

. taxation

. strong centralgovernment
. Arlicles of Confederation

True or false?
1. The Arlicles of Confederalion acted as tha first

U.S. Constitulion.

. The Articles were weak because of the fear of a

strong centralgovernment.

. Shays' Rebellion was carried out to suppeil a

weak cenlral government.

. The Declaration of Independence was signed be-

fore the Articles of Con‘federaticn were written.

. The Arlicles wers drawn up by the Second Cenli-

nental Congrass.

Shnri answar

Explain what Morris meant by his statement
“preaching to the dead.”




THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION (Part One)

In 1786, al Annapolis, MD, a meeting was held to
discuss commerce problems. Five stales altended.
During the discussions a fulure meeling was pro-
posed. The hope was expressed that all states would
attend. This fulure mesting, or convention, would be
held in Philadelphia, PA for the purpose of carrecling
faulls in the Articles of Confederation.

The convention began its work in May of 1787, and
finished in September of the same year. Seventy-four
men had been chosen as delegates by the various
states, but only fifty-five altended in Philadelphia.
Average attendance each day was about thirty.

The men who attended the convention were of re-
markable ability. From Virginia came George
Washington, Edmond Randolph, and James Madi-

—san—New-York- sent—Alexander_Hamllloanennsylva-
— nia-seni-Benjamin_Eranklin,.Gouvernaur Mdrris, and

"Resalved...that a national government
ought to be established consisting of a-Su-
" preme, Leglslahva Judiciary, and Execu-
tive."

The delegates often disagreed on proposals but they
all agreed that the new government had to be strong
enough to rule the entire nation. James Madison
would come to be called the "Father of the Constitu-
tion" because of his negotialing power and sugges-
tions of compromise.

QUESTIONS
True or false?
1. The Conslitutlional Convention was held in Phila-
delphia, PAin 1787.

James Wilson. From New Jersey werse William
Livingston and William Peterson. Other important

.delegates were: Elbridge-Gerry and Rufus Kind, Mas-

sachusetts; Oliver Ellsworth and Roger Sherman,
Connscticut; John Dickinson, Delaware; and John
Rutledge, Charles C. Pickney, and Charles Plckney
from South Carolina.

The delegates were men of wealth and prestige. Many
of them had served in the Revolutionary War and the
First and Second Gontinental Congresses. Many had
served in their own state governments. Eight had
been signers of the Declaration of Independence. Two
would become Presidents of the United Stales, and
one would become Vice-President. Eighteen would
bacome senators and eight would become represen-

tatives.

The average age of the men attending the convention
was forty-two, yet many were in thelr thirties. Ben
Franklin was 1he oldest ai eighty-one. Not all of the
leaders of the colonies consented to attend, however.
Pairick Henry “smelt a rat” and would not attend. Later
he would become a biller foe of the Conslitution,
accepting it only after the addition of the Bill of Rights.
Samuel Adams and John Hancock also refused to
atiend, and Thomas dJeflerson and Thomas Paine

were in Europe.

The delegates met in Philadelphia, PA in Indepen-
dence Hall. Dirl had been spread on the cobblestone
strest oulside the hall so lhat the noise {rom passing
carriages would not disturb the meeting. George
Washington was selected as president of the conven-
lion. Although the official purpose of the convention

Wa'sﬂo'improvefihe=-f\rlic_lgs-o{-(_-)onft_a_der_al_i_or_1.—~a-d_e_ci-----~-------Heport-ﬁ- P R S o R s

2. The Annapolis Convention did nol aid in lhe pro-
cess.of gelting a new constitution written.

3. There were thileen delsgates to the Conslitu-
tional Convention.

4. George Washington was the president ofthe Gon-
stitutional Convention.

5. The bfficial purpose of the Constitutional Conven-
tion was lo write a new constitution.

6. The convention at Annapolis, MD came before the
Constitutional Convention.

7. The building in which the Constilutional Conven-
tion metis called Independence Hall.

Define
1. convention:

2. foe:

3. resolution:




THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION (Part Two)

: Problems and Compromises
The first major difficulty that the convention had to
face was the struggle for power between the small
stales and the large slates. The Virginia Plan, submit-
ted by James Madison, proposed two houses of Con-
gress based on populauon In that way the large
states would ¢ontrol the government. The houses
would appoint other important government officers
and thersfore the large states would be in control of
the entire government.

On the other hand, the small stales proposad the New
Jersey Plan, which would have made one house of
Congress. All the stales would be reprasented equally
regardless of'§ize. Other provisions would have made
the new Constitulion much like the Articles of Con-
federation.

A compromlse was _reached. The new government

had some distrust of democracy. However, they wrote
a document that was flexible enough to provide the
basis for orderly change; most of the changes making
our country more democratic as years passed.

' Ratification of the Constitution
It was decided that the Constitution would become
effective when approved by nine states. The conven-
tion adjourned on September 17, 1787, and the fight
for ratificalion began. The fight was a bittér one. The
Constitution was supporfed by the “Federalists.”
Alexander Hamilton, John Jay, and James Madison
published the "Federalist Papers."” These papers were
very imporlanl in convincing the people lhat the Con-
stitution was of value. The “"Anti-Federalisls" fought an
unsuccessful baltle against the .Copstitufion, By the
middle of 1788, the required nine states. ‘approved the
Constitution and the remainder ralified it by 1790. The
[Fedsralisis and Anti-Federalists continued their battle
under—the—eonsmuhcn?nd-bevame‘tm?ép‘aﬁle po-

i har

Represenfaﬂves each state would be represented
crordmg'to population, satisiying the large states. In’
the Senate’each'state would be represented equally,
satisfying the small states.

Other compromises regarding counting of slaves,

slave trads; term of the President, voting qualifica-
tions, and many other issues were reached. .

Delegate Distrust of the People

We can see‘that the delegatss distrusted the people in
a number of ways. For exampls, they dacided thal the
President should be elected by "electors” from the
states and not by the psople as a whole. The senators
would be slected by state legislatures and not by the
people. Howsver, since the passing of the Seventeenth
Amendment, the peoples in the slates slect the sena-
lors, Also, the people have gained more control over
the selection of the President since the elactors from
pach state are now usually obliged to vote [or the candi-
datereceiving the highesli popularvotein the siaia.

The lack of trust of the commion peogle was dus parlly to
the fact that there were very few rapresentalives of the
common peaple althe Constituticnal Convention. Forty
of the fifty-five delegales were wsalthy enough to have
Joaned money to the government; fiftean were
slaveholders; and fourteen held western land. None
were smallfarmers orvorking men. And the champions
of the.commoripeopls, including Thomas Jeffersonand

Patrick Henry,WBre notpresent.

In fact, most of the democratic features we have in our
governmen! foday evolved since the Canslitutional
Fanvantinn Tha wrilars aof the Constitution mav hava

fticatforcesundert

QUESTIONS

True or false?
1. Six states had to approve the Constitution before it

was effective.

.

2. The Federslisis were against the Constiiution.

3. At the convention, Patrick Henry and Thomas
Jefferson looked afterihe interests of the common
people.-

4, The small statles wanted each siale o have the
same number of representatives.

5. The Conslitulional Convention adopled the Vir-
ginia Plan.

6. The Constitulion outlawed slavery.

Define
1. delegates:

2. ralify:

3. compromise:
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THE BILL OF RIGHTS AND THE STRENGTHS OF THE CONSTITUTION

"I will tell you now what | do not like. (There Is no) bill of

rights, providing . . . what the people are entitled to

against every government on earth.” T
-Thomas Jelferson commenling on the Constitution.

The authors of the Caonstilution trusted that the Con-
gress would make good and just laws and that the
court system would see that every person would be
lreated fairly. However, many peopls feared that the
new government, would be too strong-and perhaps
take away individual freedom as the Brilish govern-
ment had done. s

Therefore, during the fight to ratify the Constitution,
the Federalists were obliged to propose a bill of rights
that would safeguard the rights of the people. The
Federalists promised that this blll of rights would be

censorship, membership and activity in unpopular or-
ganizalions, and expressions of minority opinions.

It seems lo be human nature to believe strongly in

ones own beliefs and to think that those who hold
opposing views must be wrong. Many of us lind the
opinions expressed by others offensive and distressing.
We ‘often wish thal others’ opinions could be sup-
pressed. However, we must remember that freedom to
express anly popular opinions would ba no [reedom at
all.

Especially in times of emergency, it is sasy lo lall into
the habit of thinking that measures which infringe upon
individual rights can or should be taken “for the good of
lhe country.” But this attitude is dangerous lo our

country since it strikes at the very foundationof our

—_gress~mat.-in 1789; the mew CongressTtookaction

added te.tne: Constitution as soon as the new Con-

democratic system. More and moare rights could be

when James Madison proposed-filteen amendments.
In 1791, ten of them were approved. They make up
what we call the Bill of Rights or the first ten amend-
ments.

These amendmentis:provide certain guarantees that

" had- not-been writteninto.the Constitution: Their pur-
pose was to protect the rights of the people: against -

any misuse of governmental powers. Thess first ten
amendments guarantee fundamental freedoms, in-
cluding:

freedom of religior, speech, and the press.
the rightlo assemble and pstition the government.
the righttobeararms.

freedom from unreasonable search and seizure.

that no person be deprived of life, liberly or property
withoutdue processof law. - . _ .

the rightto a fair and speedy rial.
the rightto a trial by jury.

protection against excessive bail or unusual punish-
ment.

These were the righls the colonists had fought for
against the English king, and they did not intend to
give them up.

takemaway undaer the jurisdiction that ifis "for the good
ot the country." '

‘Before you decide that “itdoesn't matter" if the rights of

someone you do not agrae with are vioiated, stop 1o
consider whether you are willing to risk the loss of your
rights because other people disagree with you,

Strengths of the Constitution

The authors of the Conslilution could nol have imagined
thal in two hundred years peaple would be expioring
outer space or going from coast to coast in a few
hours. Nor could they imagine all tha changesin daily
living that would occur. Yet today, we claim the prolec-
lion of the Constitution, written when there were only a.
few million people in the United States. The Constitu-
tion now protects over 253 million Americans. Almost
evarything about the United Stalss has changed ex-
cept the Conslitution. It is truly an oulstanding docu-
ment that has withstood the test of time.

{This seclion s continued on the nextpage)
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THE BILL OF RIGHTS AND STRENGTHS OF THE CONSTITUTION (continued)

Yet, the Constitution changes in some very lmporlant
ways. You will later see how the Constitution is offi-
cially amended. More imporian! is how the Constitu-
tion changes in another way. Officials who operate the
‘government under the rules of the Constitution con-
stantly interpret its meaning. The Constitution allows a
greal deal of freedom to do this. It's a basic guide for
government and safeguards our freedom. It's flexible
enough and brlef enough to allow for adjustments. For
exampls, the Constitution sets up rather strict rules for
the making of laws to see that they are just and
democratic. But, the Constitution also allows Con-
gress areas of power aver which il may make laws.
This provides our Congress with power to make laws
aver areas that did not even exist when the Constitu-
tion was written. Space exploration is an example. See
if you can think of others.

_thm_lhe_i:amsmds_ouhe_acnﬂuumn,_(as_lmL

7. The Constitution allows laws o be made for sub-
jects that did not existin 1787

8. The: Bill of Righls protects- freedom of speech
even if the speech may be unpopular.

9. The Conslitution can be changed only through
rebellion and revolution.

10.

The right to a trial by jury is in the Bill of Rights.

11. The first ten amendments make up the Bill of
Rights.

Discussion or report 100105

—1—bhnuld"aveT§07rb‘e-a1lewe‘d1b—p-§s—-dumoﬂ—e‘s—o——

—preted—by-the—ceuﬁs)—we—areﬂevemed—by—}ews—%m
ties, and customs Later you will study judiclal review
and the amendmg procsss, helping you better under-

" sland how the Cuonstitution is changed.

The Constitiition has lasted because:
.t provides fora govarnmentby the psopls.

2'. it prowdes fora governmenf that can act when in:
* danger..’

3. it provides far a federal union where people ratain
certain rights and powers in their own states.

4. it guarantees Aindividual rights even when the

" individual's Views are unpopularor inithe minarity.

5. ithaspreserved the Union.

6. ii provides the leadsrs of ourgovernmentan oppor-
tunity to interpret the Constitution and to apply it to
changing times.

7. it has provisions for orderly changes.

QUESTIONS

True or false?
1. The first ten amendments were adopted a menth

after the Ganstitution was approved.

H

2. Jefferson supported the idea of abill of rights.

3. TheBillcf Rights appliesto alllevals of government.

4. The Bill of Rights was proposed in an allempl lo
defeat the Constitution.

5. Changing the interpretation of the Constilution is
what makes our Constitution weak.

6. The Bill of Rights doas not give a person the right

b Acillnlwn A mmttm e A FFIALAL

a strest corner in your town if the notices are very
unpopularwnh the peoplein yourlown'7 Why?

- Should aperson be allowad fo give a streei -corner
bP@Euh in your town it he/she desires? Why?

CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE OF IMPORTANT
EVENTS.OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL PERIOD

1763

1765.

1773

1774

England decides on a program of taxation and '
control of the colonies.
Stamp Act Congress mests in New York lo

proteststarip laxss.

Boston Tea Party was held to show merchan!'s

feelings towards the British Tea Tax.

First Continental Congress meels 1o protest
Brilish policies.
Battle of Lexington. Revolution begins.

- 1775

1776

Second Continental Congress adopts the Dec-
laration of Independence

Arllcles of Confederallon adopied by the stales.

1781

1786 Confersnce atAnnapoho MD recemmsnds the

- 1787

Canstitutional Convenhon

May 14, Convention meets at Ph)ladelphla PA.

Septamber 17, Constitutional Caonvention ad-
journs.

1788 Eleven slates ratily the Constilution and it is put

__ intaeffect.

1789 March 4, federal governmen! inaugurated in
New York.

April 1, first House of Representatives organized.
Aprils, George Washingtonelected Presidant.
April30, Geork,aWashmgwnlnaugdmled
September 25, first tan amendments adopled

by Congrass.
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THE PREAMBLE AND ‘A LOOK AHEAD

The Preamble
The Preamble to the United Statas Constitution comes
at the beginning of the document and explains the
goals of the Constitution. ' :

"We the people of the United States, in order
to form a more perfect Union, establish jus-
tice, Insure domestic tranquility, provide for

. the common defense, promote the general
welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty
to ourselves.and our posterity, do ordain and
establish this Constitution for the United
States of Amerlca.”

The six reasons for the new government are clearly
stated and the phrase "a more perfect Union” refers to
the_haopa_that the Constitution would do a belter job

2. What are same of the words used that referlo the
"United States" government?

3. Whatare the three branches of government?

4. Whatis the meaning of the phrase "a more perfect
Union?"

ihanthe Articles had dons.

. A Look.Ahead
In this book you will see:the terms federal, national,
and central.They all refer to our:United States govern-
ment in Washington, D.C. Our Constitution is a federal
constitution. States also have constitutions, but for
‘now we are sludying only the federal Constitution.

In the following pages you will see that the government

has three branches; exscutive, legislative, judicial,
You will learn what the President does, how laws are
made, how the courts protect us, and many other
things about our government. You will &lso learn how
the three branches check each others' powers.

The Constitution can be understood by students who
carefully study it. You will probably find that you are
able lo read and understand many parts of the Consti-
tution yourself. Surely you will find, If you listen to your
teacher's direclions and instructions, that you are
pasily able to understand the portions of the Constitu-
tion explained in this baok,

As you study, refer to a copy of the Constitution to see
the exact wording of each section. You will learn about
your state governmentat the end of this study.

QUESTIONS
1. Whatare the sixgoalsinthe Preamble?

1
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Definition project
On a sheet of paper, list and define words under the
heading: Key words to know if gne is to understand
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SUMMARY OF THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION

The Constitution consists of the Preamble, seven origi-
nal articles, and twenty-seven amendments. This sum-
mary will aid you in gaining an overview of the
Constitution or as an index to finding the particular por-
tion'of the Constitution that you wish to study. You will

find a copy of the entire Constitution in the back of your

history book or in the library. Free copies of the federal
Constitution and your state Constlitution are available
from your secretary of state, in your state capital.

Preamble

The Preamble to the United Stales Constitution comes

al the beginning of the document and explains the
goals of the Constitution. (See page 9.)

Article |
Legislalive Branch This article oullines the legislative

branch, how laws are made, requirements for Con-

4]

. Right to bear arms; refers to stale militias.
. Housing of soldiers.
. No un'reaso.nable searchorarrest.

. No person tried without grand jury indiciment, or
to be punished twice for same offense. Prohibits

being a witness against yourself, and guarantees
due process of [aw.

. Righls of accused in criminal cases.
. Trialby jury.
. No excessive bail or cruel punishment.

. Paaple retain rights not listed in the Constitution.

-g ress—the-clastic-clause-and-forb idden-powsrs—It-is

1hmcngesfanmfe1mhgeonsmuhﬁn—%_—1s—ﬁmvepnm—gwen404hmderaunvm'nmnnf is

Article 2
Executive E[ggg This article outlines presidential and

vice- pres;dentlal dutles tarms of office, succession,
lmpeachment oath of offlce and specn‘lc executive

powers.

Article 3
Judicial Branch The judicial powers of the United

States, the Suprems Cour! and other courts, and
judges are discussed in this arlicle. Il also defines
treason.

; Article 4
Stales and the Unign This article cullines how the
states are 1o fit in with the plan of federal government.
It sets requirements for new slates and requirements
of the federal governmentinrespsctio slates.

Article 5
Amendments How to amend the Conslitution is out-
linedin this arlicls.

Arlicle 6
i upreme This important
part of the Constitution makes it clear thal the federal
Constitution is the supreme law of the land.

Arlicle 7
This arlicle explains haw the Con-

stitution was ratified.

Amendments
The first ten amendments were adopled in 1791, and
are known as the Bill of Rights. A summary ol each
amendment follows:

11.

13.

14.

15.

16.

givento the people or states.
(Very imporiant for state government.)

1795 - Individual cannot sue a siate in federal
courts.

. 1804 - Repeals part of Arlicle 2, Seclion 1 of lhe -

Constitution. Elecioral Gollegs mUCl cast sepa-
rate ballots for President and Vice-President. In
1800 there was difficulty when Thomas Jefferson
and Aaran Burr received the same amount of
veles in the Electoral College, 'even though the,
eiactors rmeant Burr's votes to be for the position
af Vice-Presidént. The eleciion had to go to the
House of Representatives where Jefferson won,
thanks to the support of Alexander Hamilton. This
helps explain why Hamillon'and Burr would later
have aduslin which Hamillon would beKkilled.

1865 - Abolished slavery.

1885 - All persons born or naluralized in the United

- States enjoy full rights.. This was done to prolect

the rights of freed slaves and minorities after the
Civil Wear, but it appliss equally to all Americans.
This amendment also made cerlain rules con-
cerning the southern states alter the CivilWar.

1870 - Slates cannot prevent a person from voling
because of racs, creed, or color.

1913 - Income tax amendment.

1913 - Provides for popular election ol Uniled
sl les senalors. Repeals parl ol Article 1, Seclion

U la bhAa Anct eanatare utnea alanlad by clala



18.

19.

20.

21.

1

SUMMARY OF THE UNITED.STATES CONSTITUTION (continued)

1919 - Prohibilion. No alcoholic beverages to be
boughtorsoldin the United Stales.

1920 - Woman suffrage. Same states had already
given women the right to vote in some elections.
This amendment gives all women who are U.S.
citizens the right to vote in all elections.

'1933 - Changed- the date the President takes
office from March 4 to January 20 (4-year term).
Also changed the start of Congress to January 3
and ended old second session. (End of Lame
Duck Congress.)

1933 - Repealed prohibition. Eighteenth Amend-
ment void. The only amendment to repeal ancther
amendment.

1.

2.

QUESTIONS
Which amendment repealed another amendment?

Which part of the Constitution tells how to amend
the Constitution?

In which part of the Constitution would you find out
aboutthe:

executive branch?

legislative branch?

judicial branch?

—p2 1951 =No persorrshali-be-slected-te-the-office-0
23.

24.

25.

..26..1971 - E
federal and state elections. "~

President more than twice.

1961 - Gave residents of Washington, D.C. the
right to vote in presidential elections.

1964 --Anti-poll-tax amendment. Forbids taxing
voters before they may volein national elections.

1967 - Established the process by which an ailing

President may pass the duties of office to. the’

Vice-President, and for the filling of the V.P.'s
office, when vacant. SR

(f the President notifies Congress of being unable
{o serve, the Vice-President becomes President
until the President once again feels able to serve.
(If, in the judgment of the majority of the Cabinet
and the Vice-President, the President is not able
to serve, the Vice-President will become Presi-
dent unlil the President can serve. Prolonged
disputes over this amendment are setlled by Con-
gress.) :

Any vacancy in the Vice-Presidency is filled by an
appointment made by the President, with approval
by a majority of both houses of Congress.

* '
In 1973, we saw the first use of the Twenty-fiith
Amendment. Vice-President Spiro Agnew be-

came the second Vice-President ever to resign. -

President Richard Nixon proposed Gerald Ford as
Vice-Presidenl, and he was approved by both
houses of Congress.

1971 - Eighteen year-olds are allowed to vole in

10.

11.

12.

(4 Where would you look to find the goals of the

Constitution?

The Constitution hasa Preamble,
original articles, and __ amendments.

The First Amendmentwaspassedin—

and the last was passedin

. Where would you find informalion concerming

the states and their relationship with the federal
government?

. Whers would you look to find hiow the anstilulion:

was adopted?

. Which arlicle of the Constitulion makes il clear

thal the Constitution is the supremoe law of the
land? '

Which amendment gives 18 yéar-old women the_
righttovola?, ‘

‘Which amendrnenl established rulas to fill vacan-
cles Inthe Vice-Presidency? :

Which amendments are called the Bili of Rights?

_"Which amendman! imits (He number of presiden-"""""
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LEGISLATIVE BRANCH (Part Twio)
The Senate

The Senatg of the United States is discussed in Arlicle
1, Section 8 of the Constilution.

The Senale has one hundred members; twa from sach
of the fifty stales. If you remember the dispule be-
tween the small states and the large states at the
Constitutional Convention, you will understand how
the Senate was designed to favor small states. Every
state, regardless of size, has two members.

Of tha one hundred senators, one-third are elecied
every two years for six-year terms. Terms are slag-
gered this way so that only one-third.of the Senale
goes out of office at any one time. This assures us that
the Senate will have experienced membérs at all
times. Each one-third of the Senate is called a class.
All senators serve six-year terms.

which the two branches are drawn closer.

Although the Vice-President is the presiding officer of .
the Senate, this official cannot debate or vote exceptin
the case of a tie. The Senate also elects one of ilfs own
members {o be presidant pro tempore. The president
pro tempore serves in the absence of the Vice-Presi-
denl. There are also Senate majorily and minority
leaders. .

Senate Duties
The Senate passes bills (a term for proposed laws) it
hopes will become laws according to a plan you will-
read about shortly. According to this plan, the House.of
Representatives mustalso pass tha bill before itis sent
to the President for approval.

Besy

o : s
FheSenateoithe United Statesatsohast

CHART.OF ELECTION U.S.SENATE
= have years
class zserved toserve comments
1 e O 6 justelected
2 T2 4 elected 2
: years ago
3 4 2 elected4
) years ago
6 G were just up for

re-slection and
were re-elscted or
replaced by class 1

Senaiors may be re-elected for an unlimited number of
terms. This is not uncommon; many have had long
careers.

Qualifications
A senator must be al least thirly years old, a United
States citizen for at least nine years, and must live in
{he stale he/she represents in the Senale.

Vacancies

If a Senale vacancy.occurs, the_governor of the state

alfected makes a temporary appointment until the next
election. This appointment is a very important duty for

the governor.

Officers of the Senals
The Vice-President of the Uniled States is president of
the Senale. This is establishad by ths Constilution.
Since the Vice-President is the sacond highesl—ofﬁcipl

job of approving treatiss made by the President. Italso
approves the selection of certain federal officers by the
Presideni. The Senate is the jury in cases of impeach-
ment. If a President is tried for impeachment, the chief
justice of the Supreme Court prasides over the trial.
The Ssnate has sat in fiftesn impeachment cases. The

_ eariiest was in 1789 and the latestin 1889,

Electing Senalors
The Seventeenth Amendment changed the way we
elect senators. li you look at Article 1, Section 3 of the
Canslitution, you will see that stale legislalures origi-
nally had lhe power to elect senators. A look at the
Seventesnth Amendrent will show that the people of
the siates now have that power.

The House of Representatives
The House of Representalives is discussed in Arlicle
1, Section 2 of the Constitution.

The House of Representatives has 435 members from
the various states. This number is fixed by law. Each -~

state is given its share of the 435 according to popula- "

tion. Going back to the Constitulional Convention we
can sae lhai lhis hiouse of Congress favored the large
stetes iis their dispule with the small states, since large
statas reczive rncie members. T

Each stale has al least one representalive and the
largest state has more than [ifty. Alaska has but one
represanlalive, as do several other states. Voters slect
thelr.representalive from their stale distict. Senators
are nol elecled by districl, sinca they represent the
entire stats. Sea lhe state fact sheel on page 62 of this °
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LEGISLATIVE BRANCH (Part Two, continued)

All members of the House of Representalives are
electad svery two years, for two-year terms, They are
elected at the general election held in their states in
November of even-numbered years. They take office
on January 3 of the add-numbered years. Represen-
tatives may be elected an unlimited number of times.

Qualificalions
A representative must be at least iwenly-five years of
age, a U.S. citizen for at least seven years, and an
inhabitant of the state he/she represents. A vacancy in
the office of a representative is filled by a special
election called by the gavernor of the state affected.

The House and Gongress' Number
Congress gets a new number each time the House ot
Representatives starls a new term. Therefors, svery
two years we have a new Congress. For exampls, the
House that bagan lts term in 1991 was the 102nd
Congress. The House that began its term in 1893 was
the 103rd, etc.

QUESTIONS

Senate/House Comparison

A.nswer: Senate, House, both or neither

1. Approves or rejects freaties

House Officers

The presiding-officer of-the House of Representatives

is'the :speaker of the:House; elected by.the majority
..parly. Texas-Democrat-Sam-Rayburn was elected to
.~ the"offlce of 'speaker-ten times:*Before his-death in
1961 heserved-asispeaker.during the terms of Presi-
dents ‘ Franklin Roosevelt, Harry Truman, Dwight
Eisenhower, and John Kennedy. There is also a
House minority and House majorily leader elected
{from the minority and majority parties.

House Duties

The House passes bills it hopes will become laws. The
Senate must pass ihe same bill before itis sent to the
President for final approval. All bills for revenue must
start in the House. The House has sole power of
impeachment against any federal officer. After the
House brings charges of impeachment, the Senate
decides the case. The House has the important duty of
selecting a President if no candidale has a majority in
thé Electoral College.

Women In Government
Many women representatives and senators have dis-
linguished themselves in the service of their govern-

ment._At_the_present lime, there are a number of

—0} 3 1 { G4 :
. oldrisaiTevariue bills:

3. Passes.bills they hope will become laws.

4. Has 100 members

.5 Designed to.favor.small statés.._-

6. Has 435 members

7. Are elected by the people of the enlire state.

8. Has speakerfor chief officer
9. Approve nominations mads by the President.

10. Has ihe Vice-President of the Uniled Stales as
.chisi officer.

11. -_E';ole power of irhpeachment

12. Dacides the cassin impeachllnenl.

13. Elected every two years.

14. Meetin ihe Capitol Building

15. Has vacancies filled by appointment of the gover-
nor.

wamean sarvina In Conarass and at all levals'ef govern="" "

167 DiscussedinAricle 17 Section 3mmmmmrrrr e e



LEGISLATIVE BRANCH (Part Two, continued)

Specifics about the Ssnaie
. How many senators are there?

. How many from each state?.
. How long is a Senale term?.

. How many, fraction and- approximate number, are
elected svery two years?

HOWON -

5. What are the qualifications fora senator?

6. Name four dulies of the Senale.

Specifics about the House
1. Whatare the qualificalions for a representative ?

2. In which article and section number of the Consti-
tution will you find informalion about the House?

3. Whois the speaker of the House of Represenlalives?

4. How many represenlalives are there?
5. How many representatives does yourstate have?

6. Name ilwo other ofiicers of the House besides
question 3 above. :

—7- WhoisithepresidingofficeroftheSenate?

8. Each t,hlrd oftheSenatsiscalleda:
9. Name_:two other officers of the Senate besides

queshon 7 above.

=

True or false?
1. Senators mustbe men.
2. The governor fills a temporary vacancy in the
office of senator.

8. The make-up of the Senate favors the large states.

4. The Sixteenth Amendment changed the way we
selecta senator.

5. A senator may be re-elecled an unlimited number
of limes.

Projects
1. The late President Kennedy's Book Prolilss in
Courage will tell you somelhing about the famous
senators. Read aboul one of them in this book and

repori to class.

2. Prepare a wall.charl explaining the one-third Senats
seleclion plan and add the reasons for the plan.

3. Write a brief report on the two senalors from your
state.

A \AIibm ~ leinf cAamns 4~ A ArAarnrAaal rasaliar Af tha

7. Whatisthe presentnumber of Congress?

8. What happens if thereis a vacancy in the House?

True or false?

1. All representatives are men

2. Represenlatives serve iwo-year lerms.
3. Each state musl have atleasl four representatives.

4. Representlatives take office on January 1.
5. The House has nolhing lo do with impeachmenl.

6. Under certain conditions the House selects the
President of the Uniled States.

7. The Vice-President is a valuable link between the
executive branch and the legislalive branch.

8. Representalives may be re-elected lor an un-
limiled number of lerms.

9. Senators are elected Irom the stals as a whols, rep-
resentatives are elecled Irom districts in the state.

10. Thenumber ol Congress changes everysix years.

11. All revenue bills mus! starlin lhe House.
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LAWMAKING PROCESS

“Every bill which shall have passed the House of Reprssentatlves and the Senale, shail, before it becomes alaw,

be presented to the President of the Uniled States. .

Powers to make laws are. given to the Congress,
consisting of a Senate and House of Representalives.
A description of these powers can be found in Arlicle 1
of the Canstitution.

In both houses of Congress, no business can be
transacted without a quorum. A quorum in each houss
is a majorily of its members. A majorily is one-half plus
ons.

Bills (a term for proposed laws) may be started in
either house of Congress, however, bills for revenue
must begin in the House of Representalives. (See
Article 1, Section 7.) After a bill is introduced, itis given
a number and usually referred to a special committee.

-United States Constitution

If the President does not sign the bill, but vetossit, the
two houses of Congress may try to override the
President’s veto by a lwo-lhirds vale in each house.
Very few bills are passed this way.

If the President does not act at all, the bill becomes a
law automatically in ten days, providing Congress is
stillin session. |[f Congress adjourns before thetenday
period is up and the President does not act on the bill,
it is automatically vetoad. This is called a pockstvelo.

Aiter Congress (legisialive branch).has passed a hill

- and the President (executive branch) has signeditinto

law, it is the Presidenl's duty to enforce the law. The

N

- There are:sixteen Senate.committees.and twanty-iwo

courts (judiciai branch) then inlerpret it and administer
Jusllea~—under—:t—and—lh°-‘8-uprenTe—GUUTt—(]udrcral

House commiittess:

In-a committee,.detailed studies.are made of the bill
: and.hearings may be held.. A-commitlee may amend,
* re-wrile; recommend .passage, or ignore a bill. It is
. upossible.to.'pass :some:bills. without :committee ap-

. proval, but this: seldom- happens. Some-people feel .
- thiat these.committees;are:too.powerful.and that they

~may: kesprmembers .of -Gongress- from .considering
certain laws. Commillees are necessary, however,
and rules controlling their behavior and power are
determined by Congress.

Ten to fifleen thousand bills-are introduced during a

sessidii of Congress. Folir out of five of tfiése bills™

have litlle or no chance of being passed into law. Bills

that seem unimportant to the committees are ignared. .

About one out of fiva bills is taken seriously and public
" hearings on the bill may be held. After the committee
finishes with a bill, it is reported to the house favorably
or unfavorably. The entire house then votes on the bill.

The bills that come from committess are put on a
calandar and voled on according to a schedule.
Changes'to the bill may be made, and then the final
vole is taken. The bill is sent to the other houss of
Congress ifthe vole is favorable.

In the other house of Congress the same type ol
pracedure is followed. If the other house passes the
bill, but with changes, a joint commitles from both
houses is sel up to wark out a compromise bill.

After the bill has passed both houses it is sent to the

"President who may either sign or vala'it. This parlicd:

branch) may rule whether or not the law is constitu-
tional.

Lobbies
Ourlawmakers in Congress fzel the eflect of political

-aclion commitlees. (PACs), special interest groups
‘and .lobbies..PACs ard special interest groups are

graups of individuals isterestad in certain goals. Lob-
bies are the aclive paris of these groups that seek to
influence our legislators. Laobbies are controlled by law
and most operate legally. Some even provide helpiul
service to legislators by informing them how certain
groups feel about imporlant issues. However, alegis-
lator mustbe careful that these lobbies do not exert too
much influence over him/her, and that views of olher
Americans are not overlooked. It is the right and duly
of organized groups to let their legislators know of their
opinions on legislative mallers, but it is important that
these groups are kepi within proper bounds.
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EXECUTIVE BRANCH

The execulive branch of government is discussed in
Article 2 of the Constitution. ‘

The main duty of the executive branch is to administer
and enforce laws. The most important official in this
branch is the President. The President and the Vice-

President are the only national officers of the gavern-

ment elected by votes of the entire United States. The

President Is thought of as being the represgnta_ﬂvb of

allthe people. S - CE L
The President assumes the duties of office on the
twenliéth day of January following the election, and
sarves for four years. The President may be re-elected
only oncs, since the Twenty-second Amendment sets
a limit of two terms for any President.

may be assigned duties by the President, and in recent
years Presidents have given considerable authority
and responsibility to their Vice-Presidents. This is one
way the President can ease the burdens of the office.
The Vice-Presidsnt is also the president of the Senate
and provides the President with a valuable link to the

" Congress.

R U )

W22 Fes 5, Vacancey
If the'Presidency becomes vacant, the Vice-President -
becomes President.’Nextin order of succession is the
speaker of the House, then president pro tempore of
the Senate, then members of the Cabinet, starling with
the secretfary of state.

In 1973, the office of Vice-Prasident becaime vacant

" when Vice-President Spiro Agnew resigned, as the

rosult of.a.scandal. Prasident Richard Nixon first made

A-candidatefor tha office of President 1s nominated at

wse-oi-the—Twenty-fith-Amendment-when-he nomi-

a party convention.the summar before the election. A

arty convention' is a meeting of delegates and parly
officials forthe purpose-of nominating candidates and
carrying oul other party business.

Aftera candldate has beennominated for Rresident by
the parly, a-campaign begins, -This campaign is an
o‘rga'niz'ed-'a,itempl-:lou::be.‘-.electsd in the.November

election. The major candidates are those nominated .

by the Democratic and Republican Parlies. Cam-
paigns get underway in late summer and last until the

November slection.

A President or Vice-President must be a nalural born
citizen, a minimum of thirly-five years old, and a resi-
dent of the United States for atleast fourteen years.

Oath of Office.
With the words of this simple oath the President takes
the mostimportant political position in the world:

“| do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully
execute. the Office of the President of the United
States, and will to the best of my Ability, preserve,
protect and defend the Constitution of the United

Stales.” c

The entife section of the Constitution that tells about
the powers of the President contains only 320 words,
but the wording is designéd so that the office gets a

maximum of necessary powers with necessary safe-.

guards for the people.

_Duties__ ... .

‘nated Gerald Ford, House minority lsader, as the new
Vice-President. Congress approved the nomination.

(For ‘more about the Twenty-fifth Amendmenl, see
page 11.)

- .Before:1974, the only way the office of the President
.. had-become.vacant was through death. However, in

. .1974,-when: President.Nixon was found to be invalved ’
in the Watergate cover-up, he became the first Presi-

dent to resign. Vice-President Ford became the thirty-
eighth President of the United States.

In general, the duties of the President can be divided
into five classes:

1. Foreign Affairs
The President makes treaties with Senate approval,
nominates ambassadors and other foreign service
officials, and receives foreign representalives. The
President is in charge of all of our foreign affairs. Much
of the work in this area is done through one of the
Cabinet officials, the secrelary of state. ’

s

2. Domeslic Administration

The Presldent is commander in chief of the armed
forces, including slate miiitias. Since the President
appoints many domestic officials and prepares the
budget of the nation for Congressional approval, the
office has many domeslic powers.

3. Legislation
The Président may call both houses of Gongress into

special session. The President may recommend mea-
sures to Congress, and the President may velo bills

DR DURRP . A Tha Dracidant infarmeo-Canaracc- af-
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LEGISLATIVE BRANCH FACT SHEET

Congress, consisting of a Senste and House of Represeniatives

Senalg; 100

House of Representalives; 435

Terms

Senale;sixygars

i
Requlrements

W

Ses

L
il

Officers

Maseting Place

Duties

Article Numbar
In Constitution

Houseof-Representalives-iwoyears

Sanate; thirty years old, a citizen {ar nine years, live in the state
representad.

Housse of Reoreseniatives: lweniy-five years old, citizer for seven
years, live in state represented.

Senate: president of the Senate (Vice-President of the United States),
president pro tempore, majority leadar, rminority leader.

Houss oi Representatives; speaker of the Houss, majority leader,
minority leader.

Capital Building, Washingten, D.C.
Main duty.of tha legislative branch is to make laws.

Senate; pass biils, decide guilt of impeached federal officers, approv.e
presidential apgointments, approve trealies.

Houss of Bepresentatives: pass biils, charge federal officersin impeach-
ment cases. selact President when no candidate has a majority in the
Electoral Callege, startali revanue bills.

Joint Rulies; raisa, borrow, and cuin money; deferise powsrs; control
immigration; copyrights; patents; control commerce; govern Washington,
0.C.; investigate executive branch.

Forbidden Powers: no ex post facto laws, canno! suspend habeas
corpus, no tax on expaorls, no title of nobility, no bill of attainder, ne
midierm pay raise.

" Arlicle 1
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CONGRESS AND THE STATES

.

"This great principle is, that the Constitution and thedaws...are supreme; that they control the Constitution.

and the laws of the respective states, and cannotbe controlled by them.”

The Conslilution has something to say about how the
states should act toward each other and toward the
federal government. For example, In Article 4 there is
the “full faith and credit" clause. Under this clause
every state must accept the statules, records, and
decisions of all other states. In criminal cases, a
criminal found in a different state must be returned to
the state where the crime was committed, by a pro-
cess called extradition. Because each state must ac-
~ cept the statutes of another state, we sometimes find
people crossing state lines for court decisions when it
works to their advantage, as in some marriages and

divorces.

—lJohn Mgrshall

Each state has a government much' like the United
States government. Each state has three branches of
gavernment with duties similar to the duties of the three
branches of the federal government. Some exceptions
would be foreign alffairs, postal affairs, and delense,
which are only the duties of the federal government.

State constitulions -are much iore detailed than the
United States Constitution. For example, one state
constitution is so detailed that it provides for the teaching
of home economics in the high schoals. The United
States Constilution leaves most of the details to Con-
gress, but most states try to include all their delails in
writing. Because of this, state constitutions oflen get

eachstatemust-ireal-thecitizens-ol-other states thefar hahind lhe limes with many in_serious need of

same as it treats its own citizens. There cannot be
special laws for those who are from other states. This
directive is given in Article 4, Section 2.

The ‘federal government in Washington, D.C. must
guarantee all states a republican form of government

and must'guarantee to protest thiem from invasion. .

Also, a state may call for'federal-assistance to put
down domssticviolence.

The Constitution speclfies duties that may only be
performed by the federal government. For example,
Arlicle 1, Section 10 states, among other things, that
the stales cannot coin money, make treaties, grant
titles of nobility, pass ex ‘post faclo laws, or impair
obligation of contracts. In Article 1, Section 8 are the
powers of Congress, showing that the states cannot

use any of these powers.

However, anything not forbidden by the Constitution or
glven to the federal government may be done by the
states through their state constitulions. Stales make
laws aboul education, trallic, doctors, state lands,

local government, criminals, state taxes, recreation,
intrastate commerce, and many other areas. This idea

is further strengthened, by the- Tenth Amendmant
which states: "The powers not delegated to the United
States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it {o the
-stales, are reserved to the stales respectively, or to

the people.” -

There are some things that state and federal govern-
ment both have power over. For example, both hava
-power.lolax, to_borrow, lo charter banks, to establish

revision.

QUESTIONS'

True or false?
1. Under the "full faith and credit” clauss, staies do
not have to accept the statutes of other states.

2. Each staie must tredl the citizens of ather states
the same asittraatsits owncitizens.

3. Stale government can do whatever the federal
government cando.

4, States may coin money, but they may nol pass ex
post factolaws. : o :

5. States may nol make treaties.

6. States make laws about localgovernment.

7. Both state and federal government can establish
courls. o

8. The federal government must guarantee a repub-
lican form oi government lo the states.




HOW THE FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT
AND STATES

DIVIDE POWERS

" The Constitution Says . . .

—

£ Certain Powers Belong 1

= Certain Powers ———— ==t
| Belong to the IF7ry toState Governiments
#J Federal Government- , v % (Mainly comes from
Such As: aninterpretation of
the reserved powers.)
#* REGULATE INTERSTATE COMMERCE
% CONDUCT FOREIGN AFFAIRS 2 AUTHORIZE ESTABLISHMENT OF LOCAL
: GOVERNMENTS

 COIN AND ISSUE MONEY
* ESTABLISH POST OFFICES
* MAKE WAR AND PEACE

4% ESTABLISH AND SUPERVISE SCHOOLS
% PROVIDE FOR STATE MILITIA
4 REGULATE COMMERCE WiTHIN THE

-8

* MAINTAIN ARMED FORCES ' _ STATE

* ADMIT NEW STATES AND GQVERN * CHARTER CORPORATIONS
TERRITORIES
o % REGULATE LABOR, INDUSTRY, AND

% PUNISH CRIMES AGAINST THE U.S. BUSIMNESS WITHIN THE.STATE

* GRANT PATENTS AND COPYRIGHTS % ALL OTHER POWERS NOT DELEGATED

. v d TO THE UNITED STATES

* MAKE UNIFORM LAWS ON . GOVERNMENT OR SPECIFICALLY
NATURALIZATION AND BANKRUPTCY PROHIBITED TO THE STATES

Certain Powers are Shared by Both Governments

eiw  TAX..ESTABLISH COURTS...PROMOTE AGRICULTURE AND
Vi INDUSTRY...BORROW...CHARTER BANKS...PROTECT THE
PUBLIC HEALTH...PROVIDE FOR PUBLIC WELFARE...

Certain Powers are Prohibited to Both Governments

THE PERSONAL RiGHTS OF CITIZENS OF THE UNITED STATES, AS
LISTED IN THE BILL OF RIGHTS (FIRST TEN AMENDMENTS TO THE
CONSTITUTION) AND IN STATE CONSTITUTIONS, CANNOT BE REDUCED
OR DESTROYED BY THE FEDERAL OR THE STATE GOVERNMENTS.

e A AN T A MAGEH TV N BV DNOT EANTA L AW AN NITV

- i AL:S O 6 ERTAIN-SPEGIFIC-PROHIBITIONS N THE CONSTITUTIONITSELE, - —foireee



OTHER DUTIES OF CONGRESS (continued)

QUESTIONS

True or lalse?

i.

Coining and printing money are the responsibili-
ties of the Treasury Departinent.

. An ex post facto law is a law that makes an act

illagal after the act has been commitled.

. Only federal ofticials may have titles of nobility.

. Congress cannot tax goods being exported froma

state, even if the goods are going to a foreign
country. A

. A writ of habeas corpus is an order to a jailer to

bring a prisoner before a court or to set free the
prisoner.

5. alaslic:

6. impeachment:

7. cain:

8. commercs:

. Review, fill in the blanks

1. Afterabill has passed the two houses of

~ itissenttothe .
2. After alaw is passed, if it is in conflicl with the

Constitution it can be made void by the

3. Revenusbills mn:thegin inthe

. Astale can tax commerce betwesn two states.

. The Senaté-and-'the House are prohibited from

adjourning withoutthe consent of the other.

Elaslic, enumerated, or denied?. Identify each of the
following-as-anelastic,.enumerated, or.denied power

of Gongress.

1.
2
3.
4. Providé for the punishment of counterfeiters.
5
6
7:
8

9.

. Declare war

. Grant patents and copyrigﬁis.

. Regulate satellite communications.

.-Establish paost offices.

Lay taxes.

Regulate air travel.

Grantl titles of nobility.

Pass ex post facto laws.

Define

T

2:

3.

counler{eiters:

copyright:

capital:

*

4. The. starls impeachnianl pro-
ceedings and the official is tried by the
Ifthe Presldentof the U.S.is tried, the
presides.

5..The - hasbeenused by
Congress in writing laws about things nol diracliy
‘mentioned in the Gonstitution.

6. Congress' power can be roughly divided inlo three
groups:

FOR YOUR INFORMATION ‘

Pages About one hundred boys and girls are em-
ployed as pages by the Senate and the House of
Representatives to act as messengers for members,
The history of pages is recorded during the very first
session of Congress in 1789. Although adult males
were the first pages, in 1829 tha program changed to
the hiring of young boys. In 1971, the first female page
was hired. Today, all pages must be a junior in high
school, at least sixteen years of age, a United States
cltizen, and carry a "B" average in school. Thay are
appolnted by representatives and senators from their

hiomae districts.

Pages receive a monthly salary whila living in Washing-
ton, D.C. They must allend the Page School which
meels every week day at 6:45 a.m. for approximately
three hours in the Jefferson Building of the Library of

Congress.

Many pages have returned to Congress after gradua-

{ion as representalives, senalors, secrelaries, clerks,
(]g_O_r__a_S_S_i_S_t@E,iqggeants atarms, or one of the many

m=A—ranitnle—=— zeois
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OTHER DUTIES OF CONGRESS AND THH'I_JGS CONGRESS CANNOT DO

The material discussed on this page concerns Arlicle
-1, Seclions 8 and 9 of the Constilution, and various
amendmenls (Also, see the chartonpage 22.)

The Senate and House of Representalives have a
number of dulies besides making laws, and besides

the ones listed previously. (Impeachment, appoint-
ment approval.) )

Eighteen powers are given fo Congress by the Censti-
tution. These powers can be roughly classified inlo
three groups: .

Money Congress' greatest power lies in the fact that it
holds the nalion's purse strings. Congrass has the
power to raise, borrow, and coin money, and also set
the value of money. Raising money is achieved by

been used to cover a number of areas and silualions
never dreamed of by the members of the Conslitu-
tional Convention. Powers that are actually expressed
in the Constitution are called expressed or enumerated
powers. Powers that afe not actually expressed but
believed lo'be a power of the Congress are called
implied powers. (The power to declare war is an
expressed power. The power to regulate TV slations is
an impiied power.)

Things Congress Cannot Do
Besides things Congress cando, the Constilulionlists a
faw thlngq Congress cannotdo. (See Arlicle'1, Seclicn
9, various amendments, and especially the Bill of
Highls, for the exact prohibitions in the Constilulion.)

For instance, Congress cannot pass a law thal turns
an act into a crime afler the act was commilted. This
lype of law is called an ex post facto law. Anexample
would-be a woman.who_recaives a ticket tor parking.on

collecting taxes and borrowing through ths sale of

———8risfly, this_msans

Main Street on Mcnday;'wh_s;n thére is no law against

government bonds. Coining monay Is the task ol the
Treasury.Departmenl.

Defense Powers relaling to defense include powers

for raising.and supporting armed forces. Only Con-
gress hasithe power lo daclare war.

Miscellansous Congress regulates immigration and
issues copyrights to proteclt the creations of writers
and composers. Congress also governs cammerce
belween' states, and belwean the United States and
toreign countries. If you remember some of the com-
merce dilficulties under the Ardicles of Confederation
youknow why Congress has these commerce powers.

Congress also governs the District of Columbia
(Washington, D.C.). It does so to insure thal the capilal
of the United States will be run in the bast intsrests of
all Americans.

' Elastic Clause

The most all-inclusive power granted by the Constitu-
tion to Congressis foundin Article 1, Seclion 8, Clauss
18. Alter spelling out the duties of Congress, the
authors realized thal situations may arise that are nct
covered under the provisions of the Constitulion.
Therefore, a clause, callsd the slastic clauss, states
that Congress shall "make ali laws which shall be
necessary for carrying into executlion (ke foregoing
powers.”

_Ihal_ Congress_has_the_power o

il. When she arives in court later in the weekshe finds
that such a law was passsd’on Tuesday, and shs is
being punished for parking on Monday. Obviously, this
would not be fair. This type of law was used by unjust
kings lo trap their snemiss.

No person holding a federal offica is permilied to
accept atitle of nobility, such as duke, earl, elc.,, from a
foreign country. No member of Congress may accept

a preseni from a loreigner without Congress' consent.

Congress cannct suspend the wril of habeas corpus
excepl under special circumstances. Habeas corpus
is a Lalin lerm meaning "you shall have the bedy.” It is
an order to a jailer to bririg a prisoner la courl or to sel
free lhe prisoner. Withoul habeas corpus, prisoners
could be detained almost permanently without a trial.
Congrass is also not permitted 1o pass a bill of attain-
der. A bill of attainder is an act passed by a legislalure
tc punish a person or group without & trial.

Congress cannol tax any goods experled from any

. state, whether the goods are going to another state or

to a foreign country. This provision for no exporl taxes
comes from weaknesses in the Articles of Confedera-
tion. Undar the Arlicles, slates had been taxing each
other harmfully and commerce was at a standstill.
Stales are also prohibiled rom taxing commerce.

Neither the Senate nor the House of Representatives
may adjourn or move to another location without the
consenl ol the other house. These denials of power
came about either as a result of the misuses of power
underthe Articles of Confederation orunderBritish rule.

Since lhe passags of the Twenly-seventh Amendment

make all laws nacessary lo carry out the spiril of the

"in 1992, Congrass is also prohibiied iform voling ilselfa™
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THE LAWMAKING PROCESS

LEGESLATIVIE BR.ANCEH
TWO HOUSES OF CONGRESS

Bill is introduced,

sentto committes, : - Same process
then votedon. here;ifbillis
If passedin passedhergit
committes and } issentto
then on floor of _ the President.
houss; Itis sent ; ' YT

to other houss.

o~
 —

()00 ()65
0D Do

EXECUTIVE BRANCH
THE PRESIDENT

The Presidentmay . .. g - i . |
signthe billandit - -
will be a law, or
vetoit. Ifthereis
aveto, Cangress

may try to passit B
overthevetobya
two-thirds vote. :
JUHPECH AL IR A N
THE SUPREME COURT AND

OTHER CQURTS

The courts see that
justice isadministered
underthe law.

The Supreme Court
may declare

laws unconstitutional.
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LAWMAKING PROCESS (continued)

. Member of Congress: Typical Day
A member of Congress may have a typical day some-

_thing like this:
7:00 a.m.

8:00 a.m.

10:156 a.m.

10:30 a.m.

Breakfast with the family, the only
time they will ses each other until late
that evening.

Trip to the office to go.over mall with
an assistant. The mail may be heavy
if a critical issue is pending.

Meet with party members who .are

considering action on a bill that will

come before Congress.

House Ethics Commiltee meeling.
This committee, which is his/her mast

" important commitlee assignment,

may be discussing new allegatlons of
concern to Congress. Both senators

3

4

. Whatis a pockel veto?

. Where must revenue bills begin?

True or false?

1

2.

3.

. The Congress vetoes laws.
The Supreme Courthelpsinmakinglaws.

All biils starl in the House of Representatives.

. F_{evenue bills startin the Senate.

A-three-fourth-vote-is-necessary-for-Congress-to

and represehta‘llves may have rnore

H1:002m.
12:00 p.ri.

R
-

1:40p.m.

3:30 p.m.

3:45p.m.

5:00 p.m.

7:00 p.m.

thar-orecommities-assignment:

_ Aparty caticus (meeting) takes place.

Lunch with other members from their
home state. Congressional business
is discussed.

On the way to the House floor he/she

is stopped by the majorily leader for a

brief discussion of important bilis.

He/she remains on the floor for the
entire aftearnoon House of Represen-
tatives sessian.

Short conference with other law-
makers concerning a defense bill.

Lobbyist John Jones comes to ihe
office seeking aid favorable to the
lobbyist's organization.

A reporter calls for an interview con-
cerning the House Ethics Commitiee.

Home for supper. After supper he/
she reads home lown newspapers
and works on a speech ic be de-
livered the next day. -

The day, now over (welve hours long, has been busy

and imporlant.

QUESTIONS

1. In Congress, where are bills sent for consideration?

An
1

o

8.

9.

N WA A A Deanidanle calainlauiemabinaf

10--Usasjoint-committees:——-—e—iman e ..

override a President's veto.

. The President can declare laws unconstitulional.

. Aiter ten days, a bill passed by Congress auto-,
matically becomes a law if the Presideni does not
acl. : :

. Pocket vetoes are.vetoed bills that do not reach
the President. 3

swer: executive, legislative, or judicial branch

. Makes the country’s laws

. Enforcesthe country's laws.

. Tries cases underihe laws

. Isthecourlsystem of the couniry._

. Has two houses.

. Has the President for the head of its branch.

. Has the Supreme Cour asil= chief bady.

Not elecled..

Usespocket veto
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EXECUTIVE BRANCH (continued)

through the “Stale of the Union" message al each
session of Cangress. And, as political leader of the
parly in power, the President has much informal power
over legislation.

: - 4. Appointment

The President apponnls a greal number of officials in
{he execulive -and judicial branches. Some of these
appointments include judges, Cabinet members, advi-
sors, department heads, etc. Many of thess appoint-
ments mustbe approved by the Senale.

5. Judicial Functions
The President may grant pardons and reprieves for
federal offenses. An example of this was Fresident
Gerald Ford granling Richard Nixon a pardon for all
federal crimes ithat he may have committed while
serving as President.

S Electoral College

these “"execulive departmenis” bscame known as
members of the President's Gabinet. This group ol
presidentlial advisors now has fourleen members, but
Presidenl George Washington's first Cabinet had only
threa departments - State, War, and Treasury.
Through the actions of succeeding Presidenls, Cabi-
nel officials ware added to meet changing needs.

Here is a brief description of each department's work,
the Cabinet member's title, and the year the deparl-
mentwas established.

The Departmen! of Slate
‘The Secretary of Stale This department is charged
with foreign affairs, including parlicipation in the
United Nations, issuing passparts, and running our
foreign embassies. (1789)

The .Department of the Treasury

The Secrelary of the Treasury This depariment manages
our-nation’sfinances;-is—responsiblefercoining-and

As VOU Iearned earlier, the President and ViCe-Presi-

dent are elected by the Electoral College. The College
isa group of individuals from each stale appointed by
the state legislatures. Originally these individuals were
to select the President and Vice-President. However,
overihe years.this group has lost much of its original
power Today the Elsctoral College members are un-
der obhgallon ‘in most cases, to vole for the preSIden-
fial c;ndldale who received the most popular voles in
each’state. The number of voles each state has in the
Electoral College is determined by the total number of
senators and represontatives the state has in Con-
gress. A majorily is necessary in the College lo select
a President. If no candidate receives a majorily lhe
election goes 16 the' House of Representatives, where
each state has one vote.

All of each state's elecioral voles go to the candidate
who received the majority of popular votes in that
state, regardless il the candidate won the popular vote
by one vote or a million votes. This could resull in a
candidate recelvmg a majorily of the elecloral vole
withou! receiving a majorily of the nalion's popular

vole.

Many people feel we should drop our Elecloral College
and elect our President and Vice-President by direct

popular vols:

The Cabinet
. he (the Presidenrt) may require lhe opinion, in
wrmng, of the principal officer in each of lhe execulive
departments, upon any SUb]GCl relaling to the dulies of

their respeclive offices..
-The Conslilulion

This short quole above from Article 2, Seclion 2 is he
closest mention the Conslitulion makes concernmg

primting of TioTTey, enforces onetary faws,; and Tons
the Secret Service. (1789)

The Department of the Interior °

The Sgcretary of the Interior This department is

charged viith all na;ural resources of e nation: scenic
and historical regions, the Nalional Parks Syslem,
indian affairs, dams and water power. (1849)

The Department of Agricuiture
Tha Secrelary of Agriculture This degarlment con-
ducts educalicnal and research plans aimed at aiding
agricullure. It also promotes legislation to help farmers
and aids them with their problems. (1862)

The Department of Justice
The Altornay General This deparlment enforces laws
of the United States in federal courts, conducts suits in
which the Uniled States is concernad, and is chiel
lega! officer of the fedsral government. This individual
conducls investigations and suits cencerning mo-
nopolies, anli-trust laws, and organized crime. (1870)

The Department of Labor
The Secrelary of L'abor This depariment aids wage
earners, enlorces labor standards and laws, runs em-
ploymenl bureaus, mediales slrikes and suggesls legis-

lation. (1913)

The Department ol Commerce
The Secretary of Commerce This deparlment pro-
moles all pnases of commerce, industry, and busi-
ness.(1913)

The Deparlmenl ol Celense
The Sacrelary ol Defensa All provisions for the de-
{ense of the United Slales are carniad out in trus deparl-
menl, including the operalion of the armed [orces.

Pa AP AN b 22 ATIOO s M m VA e Man A mant |




EXECUTIVE BRANCH (continued)

The Department of Housing and Urban Development
i v

This department seeks salutions to the many prob-
lems of urban.life. lts addition is an acknowledgment of
the growing needs of urban living. (1965)

. The. Department- of Trénsportaiion

The Secretary of Transpgration Transportation has

become a vital problem for acomplex sociely like ours.
All methods and use of {ransportation come under its
jurisdiction. The Coast Guard is a branch of this de-
partmentin peacetime. (1966)

] The Department of Energy
The Secretary of Energy This agency is charged with
eslablishing an energy policy for the United States. It
encourages conservation of fuel and electricity and
researches new energy sources. (1977)

The Departmenl of Education
The Secretary of Education This department manages

4. Whois commander in chief of the armad forces?

5. Howlong is the President's term?

How many terms maximum?

6. Whatis the orderof succession to lhe Presidency ?

7. Whatis the main duty of the executive branch?

Define

N

all the federal education programs .in the nation and

1. militia;

“oversees educational grants io thestales (1979)

The Department of Health and Human Services
.The Secrat f. It ices This
department iakes' care .of ‘health matters and many
-*programs-that affect-the quality: of American .citizens’
. lives~Agencies include:Public. Health Servics, -Social

:Security, Food and' Drug-Administration; the Oifice of

- Vocational Rehabilitation, and- many.other. programs

alfecting Americans of allages. (1979)

The Department of Veterans Affairs..
The Secretary of Velerans Affairs This Cabinet posl is
responsible for a broad range of problems faced by
American veterans from lhe country’s many wars and
conlflicts. (1589) '
Ingeneral, the secretaries play a major role in advising

the President in each of their areas. The secretaries
are specialists in their field. The various Cabinet mem-

bers play avital role in shaping national policy.

QUESTIONS
1. What are the qualificalions for President of the
United States? - .

2. What are lhe.names of the lwo major political
parties?

. 2. succession:,

3. What are lhe live major areas of presidential
duties? -

3.: reprieves:

4, pardons:

5. popularvote:

6. budget:

!7. domaestic: _

8. legislalion:

9. appointment:

10. judicial: '

Project

v eme emm—-Examine-lhe-newspapers-for-examples-of-difficult---



Main Officers

Qualifications

EXECUTIVE BRANCH FACT SHEET

President and Vice-President of the United Stales

President: thirty-five years old, a natural born citizen, live in the United

States fourtean years.
Vice-President: thirty-five vears old, a nalural born citizen, five in the

United-Statlesiourissn YBArSs:

Term of Office
&

Diities

Advisars

Article Number
in Constltution

Prasident: fourvears, may te re-elected only once.
Vice-President; icur vears, may ba re-elected enly ance.

President; controls fareign aifairs, domestic power, appgcints many offi-
cials. granis pardons and reprisves, commander in chiei of the armed
lorsss, prepares budget of the nalion, iegislative leader of the parly in_
oower.

Vice-President: presides over the Ssnate of the Uniled Siates, lakes any
olher dulies assigned by ihe President, succesd the office of President if
the Presidentis unable lo compiete his/her term.

The Cabinet; fourtserrofficiais appoinied by the Presidentic aidin
running our country.

Department of Slale: foreign ailairs

Departmant of the Treasury: manages nation’s finances; Secrel Service

Depariment of the Interior: conserve and develop nalural resources

Depariment of Agriculiure: aids farmers

Depariment of Justice: chief legal department

Depariment of Labor: aids wage earnars

Department of Commercs: deals with business problems

Department of Defensa: provides defense far the couniry

Deparment of Housing and Urban Development: urban problems

Deparmert of Transporiaiicn: all aspects of our domeslic
ransportation; Coast Guard

Deparniment of Energy: energy matiers

Depariment of Education: promate educational opporlunities

Department of Heaitn and Human Services: pubiic health and
accnomic sacurity

Deparmen: of Yalarans Ailairs: rehabilitation; war mernoriais

Article 2
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JUDICIAL REVIEW

“Laws are a dead letter without courts lo expound their
true meaning and.opsration.” . -Algxander Hamijlton

Judicial review is the namé given to the pracess by

which the oourls Interpret the meaning of the Constitu-
tlon and the laws passed under it. It is_clear hat the*
Constitutlon is the supreme law of oir. land and takes -

precedence ovar any law passed or any action takeri
by any state or tederal officlal, But the Canstitution is
not a detgiled legal code, and it Is not always easy to
sae how the Consiltution can be applied to particular
cases. As conditions change, new interpratations may
be placed on the Constitution; actions may be taken in
areas which are not directly covered by the Conslitu-
tlon. Someone must have the authorlty to say exacily
what the Canstitution means and lo decids if the
government is acting within constitutional limits. Most
historlans agree that the delegates at the Constitu-
lional Conventlon meant the courts lo have the power
of judiclal review, even thaugh they did not specify it in

been conveyed adequalely through the wording of
Article 3, the judicial article, and Article 6, the *su-
preme.law of the land" clausa.

-'Thé;'re had beern soms discussion of this question after

the Canstilutional Canvention, but nothing was settlad
untif 1803, when the Supreme Court handed down its
dacislon In tHe cage of Marbury v. Madison. The court
ruled thal ons seclion of & 1789 law was contrary lothe
Constltutlon and, therefore, was not a valld law. This
cass established the precadent for judicial review.

The Supremea Court's right to interprat the Constitution
has bean challenged. bul has always been upheld. In
a sense, all of our courls cantribute to tha interpreta-
lion of the Conslitution through the rulings they hand
down on various’ cases, But, tha Suprenie Courl can.
and often dosés, “averturn the rulings of lower courts,
and is the {inal authority on the meaning of the Consti-
tution.

—writing—Apparently_they thought ibai ihe idea hati

Meeting Place

Anrlicla Number

in Constitutlon Article 3

JUDICIAL. BRANCH FACT SHEET

The Supreme Gour, caurts of.appeals, and district couris.

Main Gaurts
. Numberof Courts ’ T.‘he:.Supréme Court: 1
Couris of appeals: 13
District courls: 95
rr } .
Number of Judges The Suprems Court: 9 r r Eﬂ 5 2
Courts of appeals:3ormore  __ ] ' 5 sl
District courts: 1 or more —-
Terms For life; may be removed only by impeachment.
Dutles Main duty of lhejudlmal branchis lo |nterpret laws and administerjustice.

Supreme Courl: decide If laws are constllutional
Coaurts of appeals: hear appeals from lower courts
- District courts: ordinary trial courts : '

Supreme Court: Washington, D.C.
Courts of appeals: various circuits
Distrlct courts: various districts
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CHECKS AND BALANCES

The authors of the Constitution wanlad lo be sure that
no parson or group would seize power and control the
American government. To insure that this would not
happen, our United States governmenl, under the Con-
stilution, was divided into three parls: the executive, the
legislative, and the judicial. Each of these three
branches has a check on the powers of the others. These
checks provide a system of balance in our government,
and thalis why we call the sysfem checks and balances.

These are the most important checks and balances:

1. Execulive branch has the power to check the legis-
lative branch by vetoing laws.

2. Legislative branch may check the executive branch
by passing laws over the velo by iwo-thirds vole in
each house.

3. Judicial branch may check both the legislative and
executive by declaring laws unconstitutional. '

Obviously, this is not the whols system, bul il is the

to fulfill the purposes of the Conslitution. Powers un-
der this authority are called implied powers.

Sinca the Constilution does not lisl in detail he powers
belonging to the states, there have been many conllicts
over lheir respective powers..The Conslilution does .
say that any powers not delegated by the Constilulion
to the federal government are raserved to the states or
the people. These are cailed reserved powers.

QUESTIONS
1. Why is there a system of checks and balances?

True or false? :
1. The judicial branch has no check on the other

branches.

main idea-Other checks and balances include:
Executive:over the judicia! branch The Presidznt ap—
points all féderal judges.

Legislative over the executive branch The legislative
branch must approve appointments that the President
makes; the Senate must approve trealies that the
President:makes; and the legislative branch may in-
vestigate e exectitive branch.

Ledgislaliveover the judiciat branch The legislative
branch must approve the President’s choica of judges
to the ]UdIClal branch.

Legislative over the execulive and judicial branch The
legislative branch has impeachmen! powars over all

federal officers.

Other Chscks and Balances

There are other checks and balances in the American
government besides those between branches of
government. They include:

Senate and House cf Representalives The Senate
and House are able to check each other by rejecting
bills passed by the other. The House has the added
check of sole power to start revenue bills.
Chacks on the people A President is nct elecled
directly by the people; only one-third of the Senale is
elecled al one lime; and judges are not elected by the

people.

Fedearalism
Anolher check and balance is the theory of Federalism.
This is a division of power belween lhe fedaral govern-
ment and the state governmenl. In many ways thisis a
nalural division cf functions. Local alfairs are handled
by local governmentls; national alfairs by the federal

government.

The Conslilution lists certain specific powers lhal be-
long to lhe federal govaernmenl. These are called

. The Conslilution says lhe states may have na
powers.

™

. The theory of Federalism is a division of power
between the states and fedsral government.

w

4. There are’checks cn the pecpis loo.

5. The Supreme Courl judges are appointed by Con-
gress.

6. Once a Supreme Courtjudge is appoinled, he/she
may never be removed.

7. The President's velo is part of lhe system of
checks and balances.

8. Resarved powaers refers to the powers reserved to
the states orthe people.

9. implied powers are the powers specilically listed
in the Conslitution.

10. The legislalive branch has impeachmenl powers.

Define
1. rurai:

2. trealies:

3. functlion:
Project

Alalen o seomll Al ~hawian the, macl imanrlant



THE UNITED STATES FLAG

Ondune 4, 1777, less than a year afier the Declaralion
of Independence was signed, the Continental Con-
gress adopled the stars and stripes as the flag of the
United Stales. Criginal plans to provide a new star and
anew stripe for each new slale proved impractical and
it was decided that only a new star would be added for
each new state. Our flag today retains thirteen stripes
in honor of the thirteen origina!l colonies and fifty stars,

one foreach of our {ifty states.

10.
11.
12.

13.
14.

. The flag may be used o cover a caskal, 5t

should nolbe lowersd intc the ground.

- The flag should always be at the fror:tof a proces-

sion.

.- When shown with other {lags, the American flag

should be in the centerand hlghes{

Shown with flags of ather nalions, the American
flag should riot be flown higher than any other.

The flag should never be used as a cover or
carrying device.

The flag should be displayed daily and especially
on national holidays.

The flag should never be used for advernsmg
Nathing should be attached to the flag.

The flag should not be bowed ar lowered to any
person or thing.

The ilag should nevertouch the ground.

Worn-oul flags shiculd be burned rather than
thrown in tha trash

VVE IUUK UPUH UUT lld_] as d bjﬂ'lUUl UI UIHUJI H!:EUUHI,
and justlce Hislarically, the red oi the flag stands for
courage, the white for liberty, and the blue for loyalty.
Since the:pumber of siars show the growth of our
nation, the' flag is both an emtlam and 2 history of our

nation.

It is the American cusiom lo {iy lhe {lag cn nalional
holidays dnd other patrinlic occasions. When we
pledge allegiance te our ilag. it is not a pledge ic any
person or political party, but to the United Stales
Constilution and its ideals.

When the flag passes in a parade, or during the
ceremony of raising or lowering the flag, ail persons
presentshould face the ilag and stand at attention.

The Pledge ofi Ailegiance
“I pledge allegiance to the flag of the Uniled Stales of
America, and to the Republic for which it stands, ons
nation under God, indivisible, with liberiy ana justice
forall."

Honoring the Slars and Slripas
All people should treal theircountry’s flag with respect.
In Amaerica, we have adopled a certain set of stan-
dards. The rnost importanl are lisled hers. For a more
complste list, consult your schogl library’'s encyclope-

dia.

1. The flag should be flown cnly from sunrise to
sunset.

2. The flag should be hoisted briskly and lowered
caremoniously.

3. Whendisplayed against ihe wall, the union shoulcl
be aontop and lo the {lag’s own right, your left.

18.

. On a spezkers platform. lae flag should be dis-

played at the right it is o a staif or on the wall
behind the speakeriiitis hung fl=t.

Flags flown from fixed staiis are placed at half staii
loindicate mourning. Whenraising the flagitshould
be first raised lo the peak znd then lowared ta half
siaifjilis alsoraisedlothe pesk beiore lowering.

2.

QUESTIGNS

. "Whatdec the stars on the ilag stand for?

Whaldo the stripes on the llag starnid {or?

True or false?

1.

(6o}

A flag flown frem a stalf should he on the
speaker's right.

. The flag should be used in adveriisements cnly if

the products advertised are in good laste.

. The flag should come ai the end o a processicn.

. The llag should be raised only on holidays.

. The llag can be displayed from public butldings.




CHANGING THE CONSTITUTION AND OTHER CONSTITUTIONAL INFORMATION

Our consfitutional form of government can be changed
without revolution or rebellion. The authors of the
Constlilution, revolutionaries themsslves, fell there
should be pravisions for orderly change.

The amendment process is discussed in Article 5 of
ihe Constitution. To make an amendment to the Con-
stitution, the amendment must be proposed by either
the states or Congress, and then ratified by the states.

There are two methods of proposmg amendmenis 1o
the Constitution;

1. Congress may propose amendments app}oved by
a two-thirds majorily in each hiouse, or

2. the legislatures of two-thirds of the stales may
require Congress to summon a constitutional conven-
tion to consider amendments.

Conclusion

The responsibility and importance of voters has in-
creased with tha growth of our eountry and our govern-
ment. The only way to safeguard our rights and
in-terests is to understand the Constlitution, and be-
come an interested voter. Though our government
costs a great deal in money and elfort, Americans
have always been willing to work for effeclive, demo-
craticgovernment.

QUESTIONS

1. Describe the most common process used in
amending the Constitution.

Thare are two ways of ratifying amendments:

1. anamendment s offi¢ial when three-fourth's of state
‘legislatures approve it, or

.2.-whenwspecial: convanhons din three-fourths of the
":stales approve it. ‘

Every amendment except the Twenty-first was ap-
proved by using the first method of proposing and
ratifying.

Miscellaneous Conslitutional Informalion
In Arlicle 4 of the Constitution, debts made under the
Articles of Confederalion were declared valid under
the newgovernment of the Constitution.

Arlicle 6 of {he Consiilution lists no religious tests for
government oflice. John F. Kennedy was the first
Catholicto be elscted to the Presidency, and there has
never been a Jewish president. Arlicle 6 requires that
government officials take an oath supporling the Con-
stitution.

Amendments to the United States Constitution may be
adopted whenever the need arises. The Sixteenth
Amendment was passed to allow income taxes after
-an earlier income tax law was found to ba.unconstitu-
tional by the U.S. Supreme .Court. This is not to say
that the U.S. Canstitulion is changed without much
thought and consideralion. Since the adoption of the
U.S. Constitution In the late 1700's, there have only
been twenly-seven amendments. By comparison, Ala-

2. Does the.Constitution outline religious qualifica-
tionsforthe President?

3. How many states does it take to ratify an amend-
ment?

4. Whalwas the Sixteenth Amendment?

5. How many amendments to the Consliluion have
been made?

6. Which arlicle of the Constitution descrubes the
amending process? -

Define
1. convenlion:

2. affirmation:

3. oath:

4. ravolution:

" bama has made'452zamendments toits stateconstitu-
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REVIEW QUESTIONS: FEDERAL UNIT

1. Why did the colonists revoltagainst England?

2. Briefly describe what the Declaration of Indepsndencs is.

3. Who wrote the Declaration of Independenca?

. When and where was the Declaration of Independence signed?

N

5. Whatwere the Articles of Confederation?

[0}

. Briefly describa soma of the problems our country sxperienced under the Articles of Confederation, .

7. Whendid the Conslitutional Cenvention meet?

‘8. Where did the Constitutional Convention meet?
. What major problem had to be solved during the Constitutional Convention between the large states and the small
states, and whai was the solution?

©

10. How did Thomas Jefferson [eel about the new Conslitution?




11.

12.

13.

14.

16.
16.

17
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Whatis the purpose of the Preamble to the Conslitution?

How many arlicles does the Constitution have?

Which article gives you information about the President's role?.

Which article tells how o amend the Constitution?

How many amendmenis have been made 1o the Conslitution?

Explain what Is meant by rep resentalive governmenl.

Why are there staggered terms of office in the Senate?

18.

19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.

29.

30.

Explain whathappensifa senator cannot complete aterm.

Who is the presidentof the Senate?

How many senators does each state have?

How many membersin the total Senate?

How many times may asenatorbe re-elected?

How long is a senator's term of office?

How many represenlalives does each state have?

How many representalives in the total House?

How many representlalives does your state have?.

How long is a representative's te rm?

Whatare the qualificalions tobe a United States senalor?

Whal are the qualificalions to be amember of the House of Repressntalives?

Explain the lawmaking process of Congress.




31. Explain the process by which sessions of Congress are numbered.

32. List the powers given to Congress by the Conslitution.

33. List th*e'-poww'éﬂenied lo Congress.

"34. Explain what lobbies ars.

85. Whatis the "fuli faith and credit" clausa?

36. Whatls the exaculive branch respoansible ior?

37. Who are the two most imporiant officials in the execulive branch?

38. What are the qualilications lo be President?

39. Howlong is the President's term of office?



40.
41.

42.

43.

39

How many terms may a President serve?

Explainwhat a “pocket veto”is.

What military powers does the President have?

List the Cabinst positions and briefly explain their duties.

P

44,
45.
46.

47.

48.

49.
50.

51.

Which house of Congress must approve presidential appointments?

Which house of Congress must approve treaties? -

Who may call a special sesslon of Congress?

What happens if the Presldent is unable to serve due toiliness?

Whatis the Electoral College?

On what date does the President take office?

What are the five areas of presidential duties?

Name the three highestfederal courls.

T s L ACG A AR AT AR NRAFAD
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53. Howare federal judges selecteci? *_______Nh.\\\-—\
)
54. Howlong do federaljudges serve? -_—
_ 55. Explain what judicialreviewis and howit affects the Constitution, —_— : —te

_-—\\\—.\-—\.\_\ ———

56. How did judicial review develop? ___ _ .
\_\'“\\

_\S-\“

\\\____\Q\
57. Which court would rule on the constitutionality of a lederal law? -
i

———

58. Whatis the name of the chief official of the Supreme Court?

—— 5

58. Describe the two ways an amendment may be proposed, ___%\_\__\__*

— %-*_N\____\__

—— - —_——

T e -—

-—

61. Listthe imporiant checks and balances system that has been built into curgovernment. —_—

—_—

\__\__._*-______\\

—_—

L %__.--___—-\_._-\-\_\_\

E e

- —— —-—_._\_\ B ——

———

62. Explain what Fedsralism is. S ——
—

: —_—

58. Whatdo the stars and stripes of ourflag stand for? -~___._.__....‘_‘~._.___-N~___.___.____-_\_

- e et : ¢ _ —
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Vocabulary

What do these ierms refer t'o."?

. atify

. amend

. lobby

. executive branch

. legistalive branch

. judicial branch

. treaty

. veto

© QN O 0 s~ BN =

. cammittes

. checks and balances ——

—
@]

. Federalism

-
-t

-
N

. Constitution

. unalienable rights

-
&)

-
iy

. compromise

-
[4;]

. judicial review .

. Bill of Rights

-
2}

. commanderin chief

-t
~

-
[es]

. qualifications

-
<o)

. minority

N
(=]

. majority

Founding fathers
What are they famous for?

1. Patrick Henry:

2, Thomas Jef{erson:

3. George Washington:

-

4. James Madison: R

5. Benjamin Franklin: — : i - I

e ) & BINIGHED THE FEDERAL-GOVERNMENT--SECTIO




