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Senior Send Off
Senior, James Carlisle, is a proud member of the class of 2021 and has 
been a part of the Coyote family since his seventh grade year. While he has 
participated in many different activities during his time here, James' favorite 
coyote moment was being on the sidelines with his brother, Colt, in the 
AT&T stadium when the Coyotes secured their eighth State Championship. 
He has already committed to joining the Marine Corps after he graduates, 
but he has not chosen a specific concentration, stating that he just wants to 
help his country in whatever capacity needed. James continued, stating that 
he is dedicated to fighting for his country, and is honored to continue his 
family legacy, as he believes in patriotism and doing what is right for the 
country that raised you. James exemplifies the red, white, and Coyote blue 
mindset and we are grateful to have him as a part of our school, even if it is 
just for a short time longer.
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Students L to R: Jaspur Farris, Landry Brown, Flora Appleton, 
Calyn Kubin, Billy Perry, Troy Kubin
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Behind every strong soldier, there is an even stronger woman who 
raised him, and we proudly claim this hardened teaching veteran and 
proud Air Force mother, Mrs. Susan Ransom as our own. Mrs. Ransom 
has been in education for thirty years, and is currently in her twelfth year 
as a part of the Coyote family. When asked about her Canadian 
dual-citizenship status, she admitted that however torn she might feel at 
times, she is proud of her Canadian heritage and this rich backstory only 
adds to her love and loyalty to the place she proudly calls home. When 
asked about her experience as the mother of a soldier, she states that 
throughout her son’s twenty-eight year career in the Air Force, she was 
constantly tormented by the concern for his safety and well-being, and is 
an adamant supporter of our nation’s Armed Forces. She expressed her 
belief in our right to vote for what is best for your country, and is sure to 
make sure her students understand the roles they play in someday 
deciding on important topics that ultimately have a global effect. We as a 
student body are grateful for all the far-reaching, life lessons learned 
throughout our time in Mrs. Ransom’s science class, and we salute her 
son for his service. 

 George Patton once said, “Better to fight 
 for something than to live for nothing,” and 
 all that know him can agree that this 
 particular statement embodies the 2018 
 graduate and US Army SPC, Linden 

Brown. He states that his life in the military has been full of 
invaluable opportunities to meet new people and see 
different cultures. Linden has completed 6 different training 
regimens: Basic Training, AIT, Airborne, RASP, Basic 
Leadership Program, and SOCM, and he is in the process 
of completing Army Ranger qualifications, but states that 
his proudest accomplishment thus far was his completion 
of the Ranger Paramedic training. He is currently 
committed to training as a Combat Medic as a way of 
using his skills in order to help our country in a time of 
need. There are many serious aspects of military life, but 
there are also great memories of fun-filled comradery to 
reflect upon as well. Linden recalls moments with pranks 
involving lost, frozen berets and laughter between friends, 
but when the scheming ends, Linden enjoys working out, 
camping, fishing, and going to the beach. Our Coyote 
Alumni are the pillars of this great community, and we 
would like to thank you, Linden, for your service! 

Coyote Nation is incredibly proud and honored to have 
educators that have served in the Armed Forces, 
sacrificing so much to protect our freedoms. One of these 
brave veterans includes Rick Lasley, 14 year educator and 
current math teacher at RSISD. Mr. Lasley served as a 
Sergeant in the Army for four and a half years before 
pursuing his calling to teach. He states that he was drawn 
to the field of education because of the enjoyment he 
found in helping his friends’ children with their math, and 
he felt he could make an impact in teaching the subject he 
so enjoyed. Along the way, he has also taught Physics, 
PE, and coached various sports, but after three years as a 
part of the Coyote Family, he is pleased to be strictly 
teaching math for both junior high and high school. Rick 
Lasley’s commitment to his country and the education of 
its students is greatly appreciated, and we commend his 
dedication to both. 

It takes true courage to run towards a catastrophe while others are running 
away, and we cannot say ‘thank you’ enough to the men and women that 
sacrifice their own safety for strangers and loved ones alike.  The individual that 
comes to mind when considering this valor is our very own Chief Police and 
former Marine Sergeant, Chad Ashworth. As a Marine, Chief Ashworth fought in 
the Gulf War, and has great memories from his time serving his country. After his 
service in the Marine Corps, he pursued a career in law enforcement,     
 graduating from the Police Academy in 1995, and has since dedicated 25 years 
  to the Force. Between his coaching assignments and daily interactions with the 
   student body, Chief Ashworth states that his favorite parts about being a police 
    officer at school is the positive interactions with the leaders of tomorrow, and 
    the students can attest to the fact that the impact he has made is long-lasting 
    and greatly appreciated.  

Coyote Times Page 2

The idea of heroes wearing capes is just the cinematic fantasy 
that we believe when we are young, but along the way, we 
realize that the men and women keeping us safe include the 
brave souls that throw on fifty pounds of gear in a matter of 
minutes in order to preserve life at whatever cost: firefighters. 
We often acknowledge the acts of courage without fully 
understanding what goes into the line of work, and it was a 
pleasure to remedy this with the help of our local hero, 
Lieutenant Chad Kubin, 30 year fire service veteran and 
current member of the Travis County Station #802 team. While 
touring the station, we learned a great deal about the work that 
goes into keeping others safe, and it is not limited to fighting 
fires. They attend to the diverse needs of the community--from 
medical care to volunteer work, and the team is expected to 
balance all of their duties in and out of the station within their 
48 hour shift, working alongside the rescue medic team also 
housed in the station. While there are many responsibilities 
that come with being a firefighter, the entire team agreed that 
the best part of their job was the companionship and 
comradery that they have working together. Mr. Kubin 
elaborated by stating that his proudest moments include the 
gratitude they often receive from those
that they have helped in their line of
work, making all the sacrifices 
worthwhile. If an opportunity presents,
be sure to thank our local heroes for
all that they do.            
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