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Essential Questions 
 

● How do we define home and how it relates to war?  
● How do critical incidents reveal character? 

   

Enduring Understandings with Unit Goals 
EU 1:  Character is often developed through struggle and resilience.    

• Examine the literature for the development of theme 
• Analyze how characters change and develop over the course of the novel 
• Explain how the informational text may have influenced the author. 

 
  EU 2:  Informational text deepens our experiences with literature.  

• Examine informational text for structure. 
• Compare and contrast the literature with real world events, both past and present. 
• Explain how the informational text may have influenced the author. 
• Research and compose a piece of expository writing 
 

  EU 3: Authors use specific word choice to enhance tone and create meaning 
• Explain how word choice is used throughout the novel to create tone and reveal deeper 

meaning. 
• Create a two person poem based on the main character of Ha and self 

 

Standards 
Common Core State Standards: 

• RL.6.1 Cite text evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text. 

• RL.6.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course 
of the text; provide an objective summary of the text. 

• RL.6.3 Describe how a particular story or plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how the      
characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution. 

• RL.6.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning 
and tone 

• RL.6.6 Explain how an author develops the point of view of the narrator or speaker in a text 
• W. 6.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, relevant descriptive details and well-structured event sequences. 
• W. 6.3.D Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to 

convey experiences and events. 
• W.6.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and link to and cite 

sources as well as to interact and collaborate with others, including linking to and citing sources. 
• W.6.8 Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms 

effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data 
and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 
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• W.6.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research.  

• L.6.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English grammar and usage when 
writing or speaking. 

• L.6.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English capitalization, punctuation, 
and spelling when writing. 

• L.6.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or 
listening. 

• L.6.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple meaning words using many 
strategies. 

 

 
ISAAC Vision of the Graduate Competencies 

 

Competency 1: Write effectively for a variety of purposes. 
Competency 2: Speak to diverse audiences in an accountable manner. 
Competency 3: Develop the behaviors needed to interact and contribute with others on a team. 
Competency 4: Analyze and solve problems independently and collaboratively. 
Competency 5: Be responsible, creative, and empathetic members of the community. 

●  

 
Unit Content Overview 

 

1. The Refugee Experience – Inside Out & Back Again 
 
2. Key Terms: Theme, inference, tone, mood, conflict, stanza, symbolism, characterization, dialogue, 
nuance  
3. Vocabulary:  evacuee, emigrate, malnourished, inexorable, flaunt, predict, pout, communist, chide, 
glutinous, monsoon, gaunt, horde, refuge, haven, refugee, displaced, assimilation, asylum, prejudice, 
immigrant 
4. Grammar and Mechanics: spelling, punctuation, pronouns, commas, apostrophes, quotation 
marks, plurals, parts of speech 
 

Interdisciplinary Connection: 
● Social Studies-The Immigration Experience 
● Art-Multicultural Portraits 
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Daily Learning Objectives with Do Now Activities 
Students will be able to… 

● Develop inference skills 
o What can you infer about the story solely based on the cover? 

● Apply close reading strategies to understand text. 
o Why does annotating text help you to understand what you read? 

● Analyze context clues to determine meaning of unknown words.  
o What strategies do you use to figure out the meaning of unknown words? 

● Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal and a historical account of the same time period. 
o How might Ha’s story be similar/different from today’s refugee stories? 

● Analyze mood vs. tone  
o How would you define a mood?  How would you define tone of voice? 

● Explain how nuances in word meaning can contribute to the overall tone of the poem 
● Evaluate the way characters are developed throughout the story.  

o How would you describe Ha as a person based on the poems we’ve read so far? 
● Explain how specific incidents reveal individual characteristics of Ha’s family 
● Determine the central ideas in the information text titled, “The Vietnam Wars”. 

o How do we find out what is the most important information in a piece of non-fiction text? 
● Cite evidence from text to support analysis of literary and informational text. 
● Distinguish between the Syrian refugee struggle and the Vietnamese refugee struggle.  
● Compare and contrast the different experiences between adult and child refugees  

o In what ways were children and adults treated the same/different in the Syrian Refugee 
article? 

● Examine the text for possible themes found in Part II of Inside Out & Back Again 
o Choose any of the earlier poems and consider what the message might be? 

● Explore the topic that you will use for a two-voice poem.  
● Apply techniques of good writing to the two-voice poem.  

o What are some literary devices that you want to be able to incorporate into your poetry in 
order to be able to paint pictures for the readers? 

● Critique a peer’s writing using a checklist rubric as guidance. 
o What is one revision you will make on your poem based on peer feedback? 

● Apply rules for grammar and mechanics to their writing. 
o Which grammar rule do you still struggle with? Which one do you feel good about? 
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Instructional Strategies/Differentiated Instruction 
● Whole group instruction 
● Small group instruction 
● Guided notes 
● Modeling 
● Student-led instruction 
● Anchor charts 
● Think-Pair-Share 
● Journaling 
● Graphic Organizer 
● Accountable Talk 
● Homework 
● Word walls with visuals 
● Audiobooks 

 
 

Assessments 
FORMATIVE ASSESSMENTS:  

● Journal responses 
● Exit Slips 
● Do Now 
● Grammar practice 
● Reading check assessments 
● TED Talk reflection 
● Graphic organizers 
● Word Choice exercises 
● Mood/tone worksheets 
● Homework 
● Performance Task- Research and Explanatory Writing 

o Future Rubric Assessment in 2021-2022 
 

SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENTS: 
● Vocabulary Quizzes 
● Rules for Grammar Test 
● Two Voice Poem 
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Unit Task 
Unit Task Name: Two-Voice Poem 
 
Description:  This performance task gives students a chance to demonstrate their understanding of the 
characters and issues surrounding refugees, including survival, fighting prejudice, stereotype, assimilation, 
fitting in, cultural shock, and searching for safety in an unknown world. (EU1). Students will be crafting 
and presenting a two-voice poem around the essential question, “How do I define home?”  Students will 
speak from the voice of the main character, Thannha Lai, (Ha) incorporating both her viewpoints and her 
experiences as a refugee and immigrant in the United States.  Students will draw from the literature, as 
well as non-fiction, informational text. (EU2) Students will draw upon their own life experiences and 
challenges to connect to Ha’s character and the topics of survival, resilience and hope. Students will follow 
the writing process and incorporate the writing trait of specific word choice in order to compose a rich 
piece of narrative poetry. (EU3) 
 
Evaluation: Summative Assessment and Future Rubric in the 2021-2022 school year. 

 

Unit Resources 
● Inside Out & Back Again 
● Anchor Charts 
● Photos 
● Audio Recordings 
● Ted Talks 
● Graphic Organizers 
●  Syrian Refugee – Time Magazine 
● Laptops 
● Guest Speakers 

 


