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Football: Winning Attitudes
The Cushing Bearkats have shut
out their first three opponents.
Defensive Coordinator, Scott
Holzhauer, stated, "We haven't given
up a single point."
Senior LB/RB, Cade Willis, said, "I
accredit our success to attitudes.
Everybody has the 'want to' this year,
and that shows especially on
defense. Everyone flies around and
runs to the ball which makes it
tough on opponents to get their
offense rolling. On the offensive
side, we have really good depth and
rotation to keep our players fresh
and able to perform to their
maximum potential."
Willis went on to say, "Another key
factor is the chemistry between the
players. The whole team is a family
this year; something we haven't had
in the past."
The team started building this
relationship in off-season last year
in the weight room and on the field.
They can even be seen together in
their spare time off the field.
"Coach Moore has played a major
role instilling a winning mentality by
setting up different workouts that
create a competitive spirit
throughout the team." Willis said.
The Bearkats take on West
Sabine for their district opener here
at home at 7 p.m. this Friday. Come
out and support your hometown
team.

Cross Country: PR Proud

Coach Moore
Coach Josh Moore is hopeful
for a strong season.
"Our football team should make
it to playoffs and compete for a
district championship," Moore
said.
Moore has coached the
Bearkats for the past three years,
and this is his thirteenth year
coaching.
In high school he played
baseball, football, and ran track.
Moore went on to play football at
Sam Houston State University. He
graduated with a degree in
Agricultural Business. His hobbies
include growing peas, growing
tomatoes and hunting white tailed
deer.

Cross Country is smashing
personal records this season. A
personal record, also known as a
"PR," is a personal best time.
The entire girls' team ran a PR
at the Broaddus meet, and all
placed in the top ten of their heat:
Leighah Deckard- 1st with a time
of 14:03, Lexi Nichols- 9th with a
time of 15:12, and Kaylei
Downs- 10th with a time of 15:20.
The boys' team all ran PRs at
The Helping House 5k on
Saturday, September 19th.
"This was not just a high
school meet, it had 214 people of
all ages," said Cross Country
Coach, Shelby Gresham.
Jose Garcia placed first in his
age group at The Helping House
5k with a time of 17:40. Other PRs
included Caden Barrios, 23:29,
and Josh Hancock, 25:14.
The Bearkats compete again
this Saturday at La Tourneau
University.
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The City of Nacogdoches and
County of Nacogdoches Offices of
Emergency Management donated
25,000 masks to CISD to help keep
students safe.

www.cushingisd.org
campus last year for a S.E.E.D.S day
and shared her love of the harp and
music with the students.
Instead of going to a traditional
college, McGarrett apprenticed with
two internationally known harpists.
"I studied privately instead of
going to class with a lot of people,
and I focused only on music and
harp! I got to study performance and
pedagogy, which is just a fancy word
for learning how to teach others
what you know," McGarrett stated.
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Here is what students had to say
about friendship:
WHAT'S THE BEST THING ABOUT
FRIENDS?
"I like playing puzzles with Eli."- Jesse
LaStrocco, Pre-K
"I love having someone to play
with."- Raynii Loftin, Kindergarten
"The best things about a friend are playing
together, running, not being mean, and
smiling at them." - Ben Gary, First Grade

Meet Mrs. Karen McGarrett
Mrs. McGarrett is the new
music teacher at the elementary
school. After hearing her husband
and elementary science teacher,
"Mr. Mac", continuously tell her
how great of a school district this
was, she decided to jump at the
chance of joining the Bearkat
family herself.
McGarrett has been teaching
music lessons for twenty-four
years. She visited the elementary

McGarrett also teaches music
to adults.
"Kids and grownups learn so
differently that it is a really fun
challenge to work with both ends
of the age spectrum. My oldest
private lesson student right now
is almost 80!"
This proves you are never too
old to learn something new.
Philosophies on Friendship
Friendship is the word of the
month at the elementary
campus. Each morning during
the virtual announcements, Mrs.
Jackson, Elementary Principal,
offers insight and wisdom on this
abstract noun.

"Friends are cool. I like playing games like
hide and seek." - Braeden Rushing, Life
Skills

HOW CAN YOU BE A GOOD FRIEND?
"Be nice. Don't fight. Be friendly."- Tegan
Arreguin, Second Grade
"Share. Don't be a bully. Treat others how
you want to be treated."- Isaac Galindo,
Second Grade
"Treat others the way you want to be
treated" - Allie Benge, Third Grade

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO HAVE
FRIENDS?
"It's important so you're not lonely. You
can keep secrets, and they are nice to
you." - Clay Kerss, Fourth Grade
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Knights of Pythia Art Contest
Cushing students participated in
the 60th Annual High School Poster
and Visual Arts Contest sponsored
by Knights of Pythia. This year's
theme was "Go Green; Save the
World."
Winners were announced this
week. Congratulations to the
following students: Abbigail Evett,
1st place: $750 (upper left), Daniela
Carrillo, 2nd place: $600 (bottom
left), Deaccon Pollock, 3rd place:
$450 (upper right), Oreoluwa
Oladele-Ajose, 4th place: $300
(bottom right).
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Meet Ms. Sara Funderburk
Ms. Funderburk teaches English II, English III, and Theater at the High School. She attended Panola College
and then graduated from Southwestern University. She loves UIL and the world of theater. Bearkat Buzz
Newspaper writer, Kelsey Moore, interviewed Funderburk, and this is what she had to say:
KM: What is your favorite play?
SF: This is a very hard question. I suppose if I had to choose, it would be "Steel Magnolias" by Robert Harling.
My freshman year of high school I played Truvy, and my sophomore year of college I played Shelby. I have truly
delved into the research of this show beyond the normal computer research. This is the story of Robert
Harling's sister's life. He wrote it so her son would know how wonderful she was. I have visited with his mother
(the real M'Lynn), placed flowers on the real Shelby's grave, and visited the town of Nachitoches which is the
real town that the play is set within. This story at its heart is about powerful women that do not let life get them
down. They look fear in the eye while never missing a beat or a Saturday morning hair appointment. Every time I
see a performance, read the script or watch the movie, I learn something new."
KM: Who was your biggest mentor in high school?
SF: My Spanish teacher, Angela Webster. She is the reason why I give extra credit to my students when they
wear purple on the day of any school function.

