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Trinity Council OKs alcohol referendum
BY DANIEL KENNEDY

TRINITY — Following a
contentious public hearing,
Trinity City Council voted 3-2
to pass a resolution that will
place alcohol on the ballot for
city voters in November.
The resolution will be
for warded to the Randolph
County Board of Elections,
which will add a referendum
to the November ballot. That
referendum, if passed by the
voters, would allow the sale of
alcohol at any grocery stores,
hotels, motels and restaurants inside the city limits of
Trinity.
T rinity has pr eviously
voted on the issue of alcohol
in 2011, when it was soundly rejected by voters. Robbie
Walker, a lifetime resident of

Trinity and business owner
in the community since 1988,
presented a signed petition
with the names of 114 residents who expressed their
desire to see the alcohol issue
on the ballot.
“We realize that this has
been voted on before, but we
feel like the demographics
and needs of this city have
changed since the last vote,”
Walker said. “We see this as
an economic issue and not a
moral issue.”
A separate petition with 90
signatures, also in suppor t
of the choice for voters in
November, was presented by
Danny Phillips, president of
the Steeplegate Homeowners
Association.
Several pastors were on
hand, including Richard Cal-

lahan, pastor of Mt. Calvar y
Baptist Church in Archdale.
Each religious leader who
spoke did so in opposition to
the referendum. Encouraging
council not to allow alcohol
in the city of Trinity, they did
so on the basis of advocating
sober moral behavior.
“Why would we bring closer to our neighbors increased
domestic violence, child
abuse, broken homes?” Callahand asked. “Why would we
bring drunken driving closer?”
Others raised concer ns
about the impact alcohol
might have on underdeveloped brains of young drinkers, not only for those underage, but for the minds of
those in their early 20s which
psychologists have posited

are not fully formed. Meanwhile, one city official questioned the motives of raising
this issue at all.
“This is another farce,”
Councilman Don Payne said.
“Alcohol is definitely evil.
Anybody who does not think
that, ther e is something
wrong with their reasoning. I don’t know how much
money will come out of this
[but] … the cost to Trinity
is going to be twice as much
as you think you’re going to
bring in.
“You have not even thought
about how much this is going
to cost us in law enforcement.”
Last week’s gathering was
a continuation of a public
hearing on July 13 that was
recessed after technical diffi-

Coronavirus cases
reported so far: Centers
for Disease Control at press
time
N.C. cases: 116,087
(1,820 deaths)
Randolph County: 1,950
(35 deaths)
Guilford County: 4,862
(139 deaths)
Forsyth County: 4,654
(44 deaths)
Davidson County: 1,553
(16 deaths)

Leaders
seek to
address
safety,
childcare

Top: The
class of 2020
at Wheatmore High
School make
their way
onto the
school’s football field
during Saturday’s commencement
ceremony.
Students,
staff and
guests were
required to
follow social
distancing
guidelines
due to the
COVID-19
virus. Many
of the students wore
masks that
read “Class of
2020.” Bottom: Trinity
High School’s
Class of 2020
marches
onto the
football field
during the
procession at
Saturday’s
commencement
ceremony.
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Seniors cap unprecedented year with graduation
RANDOLPH COUNTY
— Deciding whether or not
to walk for graduation is
something members of each
senior class str uggle with
every year.
This year, the choice was
just more complicated than
most.
Under normal circumstances, graduates must take into
account their desire to see
classmates one final time in
a formal, school-sanctioned
gathering, along with their

Staff writer Daniel Kennedy
can be reached at 336-888-3578,
or at dkennedy@atnonline.com.
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culties interrupted the initial
meeting. Due to the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic, individuals were lined up outside
the door of the annex and
were expecting to be brought
inside 10 at a time for the
public hearing, but were not
able to receive that chance
until last week.
Payne took issue with both
the timing and the content
of the proposed resolution,
rebuking fellow council members for bringing the issue of
alcohol sales before council
during a pandemic. Payne
was joined by Councilman
Stephen Lawing as the two
dissenting voters.

family’s desire to see them
receive their diplomas. In
2020, many T rinity and
Wheatmore students had to
consider the safety of themselves, their classmates and
their families.
Randolph County Public
Health of ficials cautioned
that attending graduation was
risky, but the Randolph County Schools System Board of
Education underscored the
impor tance of having that
closing ceremony. Nevertheless, that ceremony looked
very different.

The dif ferences for some
schools began with their
venue. Districtwide, schools
took graduation outside on
Saturday because social distancing guidelines would
have prevented any guests
from being at indoor ceremonies. According to RCSS
Superintendent Stephen
Gainey, the challenges left
only one choice.
“Sitting six feet apar t for
graduates, no hand shaking,
no hugging,” Gainey said. “I
met with high school principals on the 8th of July. … If

we could even social distance
in the gyms, no guests would
be able to be there.”
In order to satisfy state
requirements and local recommendations, students,
families and guests turned
ever y high school football
stadium in the county into a
staging area. Bleachers were
marked for social distancing,
face coverings were distributed and hand sanitizer was
used in mass quantities.
Even then, some elected
SEE SENIORS/PAGE A3

RANDOLPH COUNTY — Questions regarding protection and safety, as well as childcare,
for Randolph County
Schools System teachers are gradually being
answered as administrators work toward solutions.
G o v. R o y C o o p e r
announced guidelines
earlier this month that
will allow the state’s
K-12 schools to reopen
at reduced in-classroom
capacity. With the first
day of classes less than
three weeks out, one
looming concern with
the state’s plan is what
working parents —
including teachers and
staff — will do with children who are in pre-K
through fifth grade.
School officials devised
the Randolph County
School System Family
Support Plan in response
to those concerns, aiming to provide parents
who work for the school
system an opportunity to
have free childcare. An
assistant teacher will be
assigned from each RCSS
elementary school to run
the program.
Daycares will have
classes of 15 kids per
day, four days a week.
A total of 30 children
SEE SAFETY/PAGE A2
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RECENT DEATHS
Mary Ruth Jones, 84 ................................................ Archdale
Bev Allred, 76 .................................................................. Sophia
Julian Blalock, 88 ............................................................ Sophia
Elizabeth Elkes, 82 .................................................... Archdale
Cari Hartley, 43 ................................................................. Trinity
Ruth Hyde Glenn, 89 .................................................. Raleigh
Gloria Staples, 68 ....................................................... Archdale
Jackie Turner, 64 ............................................................... Trinity
Marion Matthews, 92 ............................................ Asheboro

Photos by Laura Greene

Kenyon Crotts, senior class vice president at Trinity High School, delivers the invocation during Saturday’s
commencement ceremony.
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This year’s Trinity High School graduates stand during the National Anthem. Students were seated six feet
apart during the ceremony to meet the social distancing requirements.

Above: Audience
members stand
during the procession as the Wheatmore graduates
march onto the
stadium field to
take their seats.
Right: Wheatmore
graduate Neva
Hippert delivers
the senior address
during the Class of
2020 commencement exercises
Saturday. Classmate Madeline
Underwood also
gave a speech
reflecting on
her time at
Wheatmore.

SENIORS
FROM PAGE A1
not to participate in the
events. Randolph County Public Health officials
indicate this may ultimately have been for the
best.
“Staying at home
remains the safest
option to stop the spread
of COVID-19,” said a
news release from the
department in anticipation of the July 25 graduation. “Graduation
is a time to recognize
seniors for their hard
work and for families
to celebrate this milestone. Please honor our
seniors by celebrating

their accomplishments
as safely as possible.”
With that war ning,
school leaders attempted
to avoid a fate that befell
Union County weeks ago
when clusters of positive cases were reported
and linked to the county’s graduation events.
Ceremonies were held
at Easter n Randolph,
Randleman, Southwestern Randolph and Trinity
high schools at 9 a.m. Saturday. Then Providence
Grove, Randolph Early
College and Wheatmore
followed at 10 a.m.
Chairs were spaced
six feet apar t, fr ee
“Class of 2020” face coverings were worn and
guests were asked to
respect the safety of oth-

ers by doing their part.
The festivities provided
that last opportunity for
seniors to enjoy a centuries-old rite of passage.

Staff writer Daniel
Kennedy may be
reached at dkennedy@
atnonline.net, or at 336888-3578.
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