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Language Handbook Lesson 17 Comparing Formal and Informal Uses of English

Comparing Formal and 
Informal Uses of English

Lesson 17

The words we use when we speak or write depend on whom we 
are speaking or writing to.

• We use “everyday” English with our friends and family. For example, we use 
short words and phrases called slang and contractions.

Hi! What’s up? 

I’m going to a movie. Can’t wait!

• We use formal English with people we do not know well, or when we are in 
school. We use complete sentences and avoid slang and contractions.

Hello, Mr. Chang. How are you?

I am looking forward to the movie about pandas.

Everyday English Formal English
yeah
can’t
Thanks a lot!
Sorry about that.
All done!

yes
cannot
Thank you very much!
I apologize for my mistake.
I am finished.

Introduction

1  I don’t get it.     a Yes, that is correct.

2  Best book ever!     b How are you today?

3  How’s it going?     c I do not understand.

4  Yup, that’s right.     d  I liked this book very much.

   Read each example of everyday English. Next to it, write the 
letter of the formal way to say it.

Guided Practice

HINT Don’t is  
a contraction of  
“Do not.” That’s is  
a contraction of 
“That is.” 

L.2.3a: Compare formal and informal uses  
of English.
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Independent Practice

Know
ledge of Language

Vocabulary A
cquisition and U

se
Conventions of Standard English

Know
ledge of Language
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Choose the answer to each question. 

1  What is the best way to greet an 
important person at your school?

A Hey.

B What’s up, dude?

C Hi there!

D Hello.

2  Read this sentence from a book report. 
What is the best way to rewrite it?

  I can’t believe the ending was  
so weird.

A I didn’t like the ending. Not a bit.

B I found the ending difficult to 
believe.

C Boo, what a boring ending!

D I totally didn’t get the ending.

3  Which word or words make the 
underlined word in this sentence  
more formal?

  This book is about why penguins 
don’t fly.

A wanna

B are not gonna

C do not

D can’t even

Rewrite the underlined words to be  
more formal.

4  Dear Captain Rodriguez,

I enjoyed your talk. Thanks a bunch 
for coming to our class.

 

 


