
 
WWII- Notes   

• Nationalism Leads to Dictators in Europe 
o Treaty of Versailles led to anger and resentment. 
o Germany was blamed for starting the war 
o Countries in Europe had no democratic tradition.   
o Dictators seized power in many countries. 
o Totalitarianism- a system in which government has complete control over its citizens 

• Joseph Stalin 
o Leader of Soviet Union (formerly Russia); Totalitarian 
o Abolished privately owned farms; focused on making Soviet Union an industrial power 
o Eliminated all opponents 
o Responsible for 8-13 million deaths 

• Benito Mussolini 
o Totalitarian leader of Italy 
o Fascism- a political philosophy that advocates a strong, centralized, nationalistic government headed by a powerful dictator.  

• Adolf Hitler 
o Der Fuhrer (The Leader) of Germany 
o Nazism- a political philosophy based on extreme nationalism, racism, and militaristic expansionism  
o Wanted racial purification; Wanted more territory for Germany 
o During Great Depression, Germans were desperate for a strong leader to “Make Germany Great Again” 

• Militarism in Japan 
o Wanted more territory; Invaded Manchuria (China) in 1931 
o Needed resources like coal, iron, and oil 
o Quit the League of Nations 
o Led by Hideki Tojo 

• Aggression in Europe 
o Germany left the League of Nations and began building up its army 
o Italy invaded African country of Ethiopia 
o Francisco Franco- led Fascist revolt in Spain- 1939 

! Supported by weapons and tanks from Hitler and Mussolini 
• American Isolationism 

o Isolationism- policy of staying out of world affairs 
o Good Neighbor Policy- policy of non-intervention in Latin America 
o Withdrew troops (4,5,9 power treaties)  
o Focused on economic cooperation 
o Neutrality Acts- outlawed arms sales or loans to nations at war or civil war 

• German Expansion/ Start of WWII 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Away from Neutrality 
o “Cash and Carry” ; FDR revised Neutrality Acts 

! Nations could purchase arms as long as they paid cash and transported on their own ships 
o Axis Powers- Sept. 1940- Germany, Italy, Japan signed a mutual aid treaty 
o FDR moved away from isolationism.   

• Boosting Defense 
o Selective Service Act of 1940- first peacetime military draft 

! 1 million men were drafted for one year 
o FDR said the US must become the “arsenal of democracy.” 



• Lend-Lease Act 
o Britain had run out of cash to purchase weapons from US  
o FDR said US would lend or lease weapons 
o Compared to lending a garden hose to a neighbor whose house was on fire 

• Russia as an Ally 
o Hitler broke his agreement (no surprise) and invaded Soviet Union in June 1941 
o US began sending lend-lease supplies to Russia 
o Germany used submarine “wolf packs” to prevent aid from reaching Britain and Russia 

• Atlantic Charter 
o FDR and British Prime Minister Winston Churchill met aboard a ship in the Atlantic 
o Agreed to collective security, freedom of the seas, and economic cooperation 
o Allies- Group of nations opposing Axis Powers 

! US, Great Britain, Soviet Union, France, China, and others 
• Japanese Expansion 

o July 1941- Took over colonies in French Indochina (Vietnam) 
o US imposed oil embargo against Japan 
o US knew Japan was preparing to attack but did not know where.  

• Pearl Harbor 
o December 7, 1941- Over 180 Japanese planes attacked US naval base in Hawaii 
o 2,403 killed, sank or damaged 21 ships 
o Almost destroyed the whole Pacific fleet 
o FDR asked Congress for declaration of war on Japan 
o Italy and Germany declared war on US  

• US Mobilizes for War 
o Over 5 million volunteered for service, selective service provided 10 million more 
o WAAC/WAC- Women’s Auxiliary Army Corps- Women in the army who served in non-combat positions (radio operators, pilots, etc) 

• Mobilizing Industry 
o Civilian Industry focused on building products for war (Tanks, Planes, Boats) 
o More than 6 million women worked in manufacturing; minorities faced discrimination in jobs 
o A Phillip Randolph- Largest A-A labor leader; Threatened to March on Washington if workplaces were not integrated. Led to FDR passing 

Executive Order 8802, prohibiting racial discrimination in the workplace 
• Office of Scientific Research and Development 

o New technologies, like sonar and radar, Improved medicines, pesticides 
o Manhattan Project- name given to the project to create an atomic bomb, Led by J. Robert Oppenheimer 

• Controlling the Economy 
o Office of Price Administration (OPA)- froze prices on most goods, increase income tax to decrease demand 

Rationed foods such as meat, butter, sugar, cheese, etc. 
o War Production Board- coordinated the production of military equipment by civilian companies 

Rationed fuel, oil, rubber, metals, and other materials needed by military 
o War Bonds- Used to finance the war 

• Battle of the Atlantic 
o US and Great Britain agreed to focus on defeating Germany first.  
o Battle of the Atlantic- German U boats sank American ships supplying GB; Americans used sonar to locate U boats; convoys 

• Battle for North Africa 
o Operation Torch- invasion of North Africa, Led by US general Dwight D. Eisenhower 

May 1943- defeated German Field Marshal Erwin Rommel 
• Battle for Italy 

o FDR and Churchill agreed that they would only accept unconditional surrender 
o Summer 1943- Sicily was captured by Allies; Mussolini was forced to resign 

• Invasion of Europe 
o Operation Overlord- The plan to invade France and Europe and free it from Nazi control; Led by Eisenhower 
o 3 million British, American, and Canadian troops invaded at Normandy; D-Day- June 6, 1944- date of invasion 
o George Patton- general of Third Army- led Americans to liberate Paris in August 1944.  
o November 1944- FDR elected to 4th term 

• Yalta Conference 
o February 1945- FDR, Churchill and Stalin met to discuss postwar plans 
o FDR wanted Soviet support against Japan, Agreed to split Germany into four occupied zones, Stalin agreed to participate in the United 

Nations and Liberated European countries would hold free elections 
• V-E Day 

o April 1945- Soviets pushed toward Berlin from the East; Hitler shot himself in his underground bunker 
o VE Day- May 8 1945- “Victory in Europe”; Eisenhower accepted unconditional surrender of Germans 

 



• Death of FDR 
o April 12, 1945, Stroke, Harry S. Truman sworn in as President 

• War in Pacific 
o Japan had acquired territory greater than Nazi Germany (Hong Kong, Indochina, Burma, Malaya, Philippines) 
o Douglas MacArthur- US commander in Philippines, Evacuated March 1942; “I Shall Return” 

 
• Battles of Pacific 

o Doolittle Raids- April 1942; James Doolittle led bombers in a raid over Tokyo 
o Coral Sea- Allies stopped Japanese from advancing to Australia 
o Battle of Midway- Admiral Chester Nimitz led attacks on Japanese aircraft carriers, Turning point in the Pacific 

• Island Hopping 
o Americans won back territory from the Japanese one island at a time (Wake Island, Iwo Jima, Guadalcanal, Saipan, Guam, Okinawa) 

 
• Battle of Leyte Gulf 

o Kamikazes- Japanese pilots who crashed their explosive-filled planes into American ships (Sank 16 ships and damaged 80) 
o Japan lost 3 battleships, 4 carriers and almost 500 planes 

• Atomic Bomb  
o Truman wanted to avoid an invasion of Japan to spare American lives 
o J. Robert Oppenheimer- “Father of the Atomic Bomb”, More than 600,000 worked on the project 
o July 1945- Truman warned Japan of “prompt and utter destruction” unless it surrendered 

• Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
o August 6, 1945- Bomber Enola Gay dropped atomic bomb on Hiroshima (Destroyed every building in the city) 
o August 9- Bomb dropped on Nagasaki 
o Over 200,000 died as as a result of blasts and radiation 
o September 2, 1945- Japan surrenders on board USS Missouri 

• Nuremburg Trials 
o Surviving Nazi leaders were tried for crimes against humanity and war crimes 
o Nazi party leaders, government officials, military leaders, 12 of 24 leaders were sentenced to death 

• Postwar America 
o US emerged as world’s dominant military and economic power; Unemployment fell, crop prices rose, 35 percent of women worked during war 
o GI Bill of Rights- Serviceman’s Readjustment Act- provided money for veterans to attend college or technical schools 

Also provided loan interest loans for homes and businesses 
• Civil Rights during War 

o Many African-Americans moved to Midwest and North for jobs, faced discrimination 
o Congress for Racial Equality (CORE)- founded to confront segregation in the North; Held sit-ins  

 
• Japanese Internment 

o 120,000 Japanese lived in US- most were citizens 
o February 1942- FDR ordered Japanese Americans rounded up from California, Oregon, and Washington into Internment camps 
o Nisei- Born in US to Japanese parents 
o Korematsu vs. US- Supreme Court ruled that internment of Japanese Americans was justified 

!  
 

• Major Effects of WWII 
o 50	  MILLION	  PEOPLE	  DIED	  
o RACE	  TO	  BUILD	  NUCLEAR	  WEAPONS	  WAS	  STARTED	  
o US	  GOVT.	  HAD	  RECORD	  AMOUNTS	  OF	  DEBT	  
o UNITED	  NATIONS	  CREATED	  TO	  BE	  INTERNATIONAL	  PEACEKEEPING	  ORGANIZATION	  
o NUREMBERG	  TRIALS-‐	  NAZI	  LEADERS	  PUT	  ON	  TRIAL	  FOR	  WAR	  CRIMES	  
o ISRAEL	  CREATED	  AS	  NEW	  COUNTRY	  /HOME	  FOR	  THE	  JEWS	  
o US	  BECAME	  ENEMIES	  WITH	  USSR	  
o US	  HELPED	  JAPAN	  AND	  GERMANY	  REBUILD;	  BECAME	  FRIENDS	  WITH	  GERMANY	  AND	  JAPAN	  
o US	  GAVE	  BILLIONS	  OF	  DOLLARS	  TO	  REBUILD	  GERMANY	  AND	  JAPAN	  
o SINCE	  WWII	  THE	  US	  HAS	  BEEN	  INVOLVED	  IN	  EVERY	  MAJOR	  WORLD	  ISSUE	  


