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Welcome to the Spring/Summer 2018 edition of the TechNow Newsletter, a publication
of your DCS Instructional Technology Team! This will be our final newsletter of the
school year. We hope you have found them useful and informative.
Each 9 weeks, we provide readers with tips, answer some FAQs, and spotlight some of
the many ways our teachers can utilize their technology to meet the needs of their
students. We provide individual and group training for any DCS staff member who would
like to know more about the exciting and ever-changing world of technology.
And don't forget, if you need assistance from anyone in the Technology Department,
we're just a click away. When you fill out a Help Ticket, please be as specific as you can
as to the nature of your issue. One of our technology support team members will be glad
to help you as quickly as possible. With Online Assessments in full swing in the spring,
we appreciate your patience as we address your needs.
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App of the Month

by Cassie Sanders
Classroom Technology Coach

We have all had students who struggle with handwriting. With my
background in Special Education, I witnessed the frustration of my
students too often. They were each capable of completing the
assignment asked of them, but were physically incapable of writing
the answers down. They want to take the ownership of their work,
and with Snaptype this is now an option. This app will allow the
students to use the camera on their device to take a snapshot of their
worksheet and then they can complete the assignment by typing or
drawing with their finger. They can finally have that ownership that
many of them long for. There is a free version and also a version that
is $4.99. Check out the table to compare the two.

Gboard
If you haven't tried the new
keyboard by Google, you are
truly missing out. It's
everything Google on your
iPhone, iPad, or Android
device. Gboard is a new
keyboard from Google. It has
all the things you would

Still not real sue what this app is all about? Have a look at this video
from the creator of the app and the student who helped inspire it.
Click on the camera to be taken to the video.

expect from a great keyboard
— GIFs, emojis, and Glide
Typing — plus Google Search
built in. No more app
switching; just search and
send, right from your
keyboard.
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Tech Tips
iPads use email addresses in
the Microsoft sign in box to
log in to our new filter.
Please have students enter
"iPad@dcsms.org" with the
password "Apple 123" -Other devices use

By Michelle Cummings
Classroom Technology
Coach

the johndoe box. Please sign
in using your computer
username and password:

TECHNOW | PAGE 3

TECH SPOTLIGHT
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CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT
WITH CLASS DOJO
Kudos to Mrs. Pettigrew's Class at
OGCE for the stellar behavior I saw
on their Class Dojo Board. This
awesome tool was showcased by
Michelle Cummings in a previous
newsletter and has always been
one of my favorite Classroom
Management Tools that allows
students to visualize their
behavior.

FAQ'S

WHAT IS PRINT AUDIT SECURE?
“Print Audit Secure ensures that print jobs are not printed until you are
at the copier and ready to pick them up. This eliminates wasted pages
from being left at the output tray. With the Follow Me printing
capabilities, Print Audit Secure allows users to bypass line-ups at the
printer by enabling them to release their job at any copier on the
network.” ~PASecure Website

BY
JENNIFER KLINGER
Classroom Technology
Coach

WHAT IS MY PIN?
Your PIN is your KRONOS number.

WHAT IF MY PIN DOESN’T WORK?
You can tap the “Release Print Job” button, tap “Forgot PIN”, and enter
your computer Username/Password. The system will generate a random
PIN for you to use until your KRONOS number can be added to the
system. If you have to generate a temporary PIN, then send an e-mail to
jen.marshall@dcsms.org to get your KRONOS number added to the
system.

I SENT MY PRINT JOB BUT WHEN I
GOT TO THE COPIER IT WAS
UNAVAILABLE, WHAT DO I DO?
Since all copiers in the district are linked together through the software,
you can go to another available copier, and enter your PIN to see your list
of jobs to be released.

WHAT CAN I DO FROM THE PRINT
JOB SCREEN?
Release – Tap the box in front of the document, and tap to release the
single document.
Release All – Tap this button to release all the files listed in the window.
Cancel – Tap the box in front of the document, and tap cancel to delete a
document you do not want to print.
Refresh – This will refresh the list of documents in the window.
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TECH 101
BY PETE HICKS

Online Testing & Instructional Tech Coordinator

END OF THE YEAR BACKUPS
We are quickly approaching the end of another school
year, so it’s time to start thinking about keeping your files
safe over the summer. Most teachers have spent many
hours this year creating handouts, presentations, quizzes,
and other files that will come in handy again next year.
These could be PowerPoints, Word documents, Adobe
PDFs, or other types of files. You’ll want to make sure you
have backups for all of your important files.
Maybe your computer will be replaced or upgraded before August, or
maybe you are moving to a different classroom or campus. You’ll still want
access to all of your files when you return. Here are a few options:

USB / EXTERNAL HARD DRIVES
You can copy your important files to a USB Flash Drive or External Hard Drive.
Then you can take your backup data home with you. The size of the drive
needed will depend on how much data you plan to store. Most teachers can
get by with a basic drive that will fit on your keychain.

ONEDRIVE
You can copy your files to OneDrive. OneDrive is cloud storage that comes
with your DCS Email account. OneDrive can be accessed on any device that
has internet access. This means you can open your files on your home
computer, your tablet, and your smartphone. This makes OneDrive the
most versatile option for backing up your data. Only use this option if you
plan to return to DCS in the Fall. Once a user is no longer employed by DCS,
their OneDrive account will be purged.

HELPFUL TIP
If you need help backing up your data, please fill out a Help Ticket Request so one of our Technology Support
staff members can come help you before school is out. They are very busy this time of year helping to support
our online state assessments so get your requests in early. When copying and pasting your files, don’t forget that
you can use keyboard shortcuts to save yourself some time.

TECHNOW | PAGE 6

Website Help
BY TINA STREETER, DCS WEBMASTER

4 APPS THAT SHOULD TERRIFY PARENTS…
AND, TEACHERS
Let’s face it. Teachers are parents, too. And, we all want to be “in the know” when it comes to
technology. I hate to be the bearer of bad news, but as educators, any type of technology that we
don’t know about is scary. We see it all. So, while we want teachers to be open-minded, we still want
you to know the facts. This is my list of the top four apps to look out for, if your student/child has
installed one to his/her phone, in 2018.

HOT OR NOT

REDDIT

When I taught computer applications and web design at Horn

Anytime a parent or educator sees a child with a Reddit App on

Lake High School, the internet browsers were just coming out.

his/her device, they should be wary. Once the app is installed,

One day, I looked up and my students were having a grand old

there really is no age verification process. Anyone with the

time looking at something. After further investigation, one of

official Reddit app can go to the popular Subreddit, “Reddit

my students said, “Look, Miss Streeter! I uploaded your picture

Gone Wild” and find a ton of images and even straight-up porn.

to HotorNot.com and you have 10 stars!” Not cool. HotorNot

And, Reddit rules don’t prohibit nude selfies from appearing,

now has an app for teens. This app focuses on some serious

as long as they are voluntarily posted by the selfie-taker.

objectification and can certainly be used for cyber-bullying.

There is nothing to stop a minor from clicking the button

The app says that users between the ages of 13-17 can’t share

saying they are 18 – except, maybe a parent.

photos with one another, but there is no age verification
process.

YUBO (FORMERLY YELLOW
Yubo is labeled as a “Tinder for Kids” and is known for its
reputation as a playground for pedophiles and sexual
predators. This app boasts a new feature that encourages

SNAPCHAT
Oh, these kids convincing their parents to let them use Snapchat
because of the “filters” and the “news” it offers just make me
chuckle. Until, that is, something happens and we have to
investigate. Parents and educators should know that kids these
days need to have a little maturity in place before launching out
into Snapchat world. The #1 reason? Just because a photo or
video disappears after 30 seconds from view does not mean it
hasn’t already been screen-shot a thousand times over by their
friends or the images can’t be brought back up off the server or
“cloud” by law enforcement. And, unless you are that diligent
parent that uses Snapchat yourself, it’s a really hard app to use.
Teens know this about you. ;)

kids to create live video rooms with up to four friends and
unlimited watchers. Even that WORD makes me cringe.
According to “The Family Zone” website, the original app
was launched just after Tinder announced it was prohibiting
under-age users. How ironic. For users aged 13 to 17,
Yellow’s “friends” feature worked, and still works, in much
the same way as Tinder does for adults. Users create a visual
profile - no words, just images - and then share their
location to browse images of other users in their area,
swiping right for “yes” and left for “no.”
Matches can then privately chat and access one another’s
Snapchat and Instagram profiles.
Users under age 17 require permission from a parent or
guardian to set up an account. What they don’t explain is
that “parental confirmation” consists of a new user clicking a
box. Age verification itself is a matter of self-report. If you
say you’re 13, or 16, or 17 - then you are.
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