ACCEL INFORMATION SHEET

Vidalia High School
ACCEL is a program in which high school seniors can enroll in college and earn both high school and college credit.  Students can attend any Georgia college, but VHS students typically attend Southeastern Technical College or Brewton-Parker College, as they are most convenient. 

You must take the SAT or ACT and meet the college testing requirements to qualify. Classes must be from the state-approved list (found on www.gacollege411.org).  The list basically states students are allowed to take academic classes: English, math, science, social studies, and modern language.  
REQUIREMENTS:
· Admission tests:   
· East Georgia requires a 970 combined Critical Reading and Math SAT score with a minimum 530 CR or 23 on ACT English to enroll in English, and a 530 Math or 23 on ACT Math to enroll in a math.  
· Brewton-Parker College requires a 970 combined Critical Reading and Math SAT score, or a minimum of 21 composite ACT score, with minimum scores of 480 CR and 440 Math.

· Southeastern Technical College requires minimum SAT scores of 480 CR and 440 Math, and ACT scores of 21 in English and 20 in Math. 
· Have a total academic grade point average of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale. (Includes English, math, social studies, science and modern language.) 

· Be in compliance with selective service requirements, i.e., males age 18 and over must register with Selective Service (www.sss.gov). 
· Qualify by the end of your junior year. 
ESTIMATED EXPENSES:
Application fee- $0.00 - $25.00  
Tuition-
Students will use the HOPE scholarship to cover tuition. 
Books-
There is a minor HOPE book voucher for Accel classes, but schools roll this into fees which usually means you have to pay for most of the books. STC loans the books required for the classes.  
Miscellaneous Fees- You are responsible for any additional fees that the college requires. In 


addition, you are responsible for getting yourself to class. 
Credit-
You will receive high school and college credit for approved Accel courses.  

CONSIDERATIONS

1. These classes generally require more work than similar classes at VHS. 

2. You will not receive five points (given for 04 classes) for Accel classes, and the grade(s) earned in Accel COUNT IN YOUR HOPE GPA.

3. You cannot take both high school and college classes in the same subject.

4. You are only required to take 5 courses per semester as an ACCEL student. Your schedule can be changed once Mr. Carroll has confirmation you are enrolled in the same course at the college. 
5. You must abide by college registration deadlines and schedules for their classes.
6. Understand that although students can take Accel classes at one college for high school graduation credit, they may not get transfer credit for every course they take. Students need to be careful to check requirements at the college of their choice if it is important to them that the classes will transfer. 
7. You still must meet Georgia and VHS graduation requirements (this includes the Economics End-of-Course Test even if you take the class as a college class). 
8. Accel students must continue to meet all VHS club obligations on the VHS campus. If you are in SGA, NHS, Beta, etc., this means morning club meetings. 
9. You are responsible for TWO sets of academic rules and calendars. A holiday at one school does not necessarily mean a holiday at the other. While on the VHS campus you will abide by the discipline code, dress code, and attendance/tardy policy. Being late to a class at VHS because you are coming from college is not an excused tardy.  (You need to schedule your classes so that does not happen.) If you want information about graduation, NHS, Beta, etc., you must attend the morning meetings. 
10. Any questions regarding registration, homework, grading policies, transfer policies, etc. for the college classes, you must address to the college. We are not your go-between for your college classes; they consider you a college student. 
11. These classes will count toward your high school GPA for initial Hope eligibility. 
THE NEXT STEP

1. Review the attached form with your parents, sign and return it to Mr. Carroll if you plan to participate in Accel during your senior year. A signed parent permission form is a requirement to participate.  

2. If you choose to participate, you will initially register for a full high school schedule for next year.  Once the college has indicated to the Guidance Office that you have registered for class, you may change your schedule at VHS.    
3. You must apply on your own to the college of your choice.
4. You must complete the online Accel application, found on GAcollege411.org before each semester. (Click on the Accel link.)
 ACCEL PARTICIPATION FORM

Name_____________________________________________________

Indicate the college you are planning to attend in the Accel program next school year:

__________________________________________________________________________
Indicate the courses you plan to take:
__________________________________
  _____________________________________
__________________________________
  _____________________________________

Our signatures below signify we understand and will abide by the VHS Accel policies and procedures. A parent’s signature below gives consent for my student to enroll in college classes for high school credit and my understanding my student is getting him/herself to and from college classes and VHS. 
_________________________________      
_______________________________

Student Signature




Parent Signature

_________________________________

___________________

Student’s Email Address



Date

To be completed by Counselor

Grade Point Average:
________________________

SAT score:
Critical Reading _______
Math_______

Total__________

Student meets the GPA and SAT requirements for Accel?
BPC/STC:
 Yes_____
No_____
University System:  Yes_____
No_____
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