Mossy Creek Middle School

200 Danny Carpenter Dr.

Kathleen, GA 31047

478-988-6171

6th, 7th, & 8th Grade ELA/Social Studies 
Ms. Rachada Page
rachada.page@hcbe.net
Hello parents and students and welcome to the 2020-2021 school year! I am Ms. Page and I am excited to be teaching ELA and social studies to your child. We are looking forward to a great year. My goal for this year is to provide all students with the best academic learning experience possible. If you have any questions about anything please do not hesitate to contact me either through an email or phone call. My contact information is listed above.
ELA Course Description: The curriculum in this course is the Georgia Standards of Excellence for English Language Arts. The lessons taught in this course will help students broaden their literacy knowledge, deepen their thinking about important topics, develop their communication skills, connect their learning to other classes, and work with a variety of people on different tasks. There will be a greater emphasis on non-fiction text and informational, explanatory and argumentative essay writing. This course will help students to develop into literate individuals who can work independently, comprehend and critique, value evidence, use multi-media and understand diverse perspectives and cultures. The ultimate goal is for students to be college and career ready when they graduate. 

Social Studies Course Description: 6th/7th grade

Sixth grade students study Latin America, Canada, Europe, and Australia. Seventh grade is the second year of a two-year World Area Studies course. Seventh grade students study Africa and Asia. The goal of this two-year course is to acquaint middle school students with the world in which they live. The geography domain includes both physical and human geography. The intent of the geography domain is for students to begin to grasp the importance geography plays in their everyday lives. The government/civics domain focuses on selected types of government found in the various areas in order to help students begin to understand the variety of governments in the world. The economics domain builds on the K-5 economics standards; however, the focus shifts from the United States to how other countries answer the basic questions of economics. The history domain focuses primarily on significant events in each region from the twentieth and twenty-first centuries. 
8th grade: In eighth grade, students study Georgia geography, history, government, and economics. While the four strands are interwoven, ample opportunity is also provided for in-depth study of the geography of Georgia and the government of Georgia. U.S. historical events are included, as appropriate, to ensure students understand Georgia’s role in the history of the United States. 

Classroom Procedures and Work: 
At the start of the class period, students are expected to be seated quietly at their desks with all required daily materials, ready to begin bell work. Students should have all necessary materials including homework and agendas daily. The goal of this class to meet the Georgia Standards of Excellence in ELA and Social Studies. This will be done stations, worksheets, computer quizzes, discussions, learning games, and computer-based activities.

Classroom Expectations
The “I Can….” Statements.
· I can raise my hand for help
· I can tell my teacher “I am upset!”
· I can use kind words
· I can follow directions the first time
· I can listen attentively
· I can learn
· I can try
Phase Privilege System
Students who follow the “I can…” Statements and school rules will be rewarded by earning privileges with the Phase System. There are 4 phases, or levels. Level 1 is the lowest and Level 4 is the highest. All students begin on Level 2. Students must successfully remain on a level for 5 consecutive days to move up a level.  
Required Materials, or Equipment-------Your child’s required materials will be theirs alone to keep in their book bags and used for instructional time—try not to overload. These materials will stay with them throughout the day and it can get heavy. 

· Lots of writing utensils (pencils and pens)
· Book bag- They will travel from class to class with them. 
· Colored pencils

· Highlighters

· 2 Composition notebooks for ELA
· Expo markers with erasers

· Pencil bag
· Earbuds/Headphones for computer use
Wish List------These materials will be used for the whole class needs

· Hand Sanitizer            
· Clorox Wipes
· Baby Wipes
· Kleenex
Grading Plan:
Grades will be weighted as follows:

	Grade
	6th
	7th
	8th

	Major
	40%
	40%
	40%

	Minor
	30%
	30%
	30%

	Daily
	25%
	20%
	15%

	Final
	5%
	10%
	15%


Homework: 

Homework is important to students learning experience. It is a way to reinforce skills/concepts taught during class as well as enhance students learning. Students may have homework in the areas of ELA/Social Studies. All homework will be written in students’ agendas before leaving the classroom.
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