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ACT English



ACT English Quick Facts:

1. 45 minutes for 75 questions

2. Questions will come from 5 passages

3. Questions will test you on punctuation, 
grammar, style, sentence structure, and 
organization/clarity 



AFTER SCHOOL:

practice working a 

full passage 

in 9 minutes



ACT English

Usage/Mechanics (40 Questions)
 Punctuation

 Grammar and Usage

 Sentence Construction

Rhetorical Skills (35 Questions)
 Writing Strategy 

 Organization

 Style



Read the Passage

-Read entire passage, not just underlined 

section.

-Assume everything not underlined is 

correct.

-Complete a passage before moving on.



“Trust Your Ear- But Verify”

Example:

The class is raising money for their trip.



Root the Underlined Portion
I can hear the gravel quietly crunching 
beneath Luigi’s rubber wheels. I hear
the songs of cardinals in the trees and 
the clamor of crickets in the grasses. I 
hear the murmur of water slipping 
over time-smoothed rocks. 8.  A. NO CHANGE

B. You can hear
C. One can even hear
D. While hearing



Use Process of Elimination



POE
It was twenty below zero that 
afternoon, and the sky shone with a 
pale gray light. 

50. Which of the following alternatives 
to the underlined portion would NOT be 
acceptable? 

A. was glowing
B. glowed
C. shined
D. shoned



Learn to CUT OUT THE FAT

Dr. Phil, an English scholar and author of many 
books, went for a run with his new puppy. 

The bird flew over the cloud.



Cut Out the Fat
[3] Through my parents, whom were 
still in touch with Joan’s father, I
learned that Joan was currently living 
in Fairbanks.

50. A. NO CHANGE
B. we
C. they
D. he



Redundancy Tip:

The shortest answer is usually right if it makes sense!



Succinct Writing
It is September, and some of the trees 
are starting to blush red and orange at 
their tips.

9.  A. NO CHANGE
B. Due to the fact that it is
C. It turns into the month of
D. Because it has turned into



Redundancy
[A] The first train took twenty-six 
minutes to complete the route, which 
ran from City Hall to West 145th Street 
in under half an hour.

19. A. NO CHANGE
B. in the completion of its route
C. in twenty-six minutes.
D. DELETE the underlined portion and                                

end the sentence with a period.



DELETE the underlined portion

is correct 50% 

of the time



Usage & Mechanics

(Grammar)



Comma Example
Stars up there play different roles 
around the world, their dazzling 
careers span thousands of years.

74. F. NO CHANGE
G. world, and their
H. world, with
J. world,



Comma Rules

Commas are used in four ways on the ACT:
• Between items in a list
• Between a complete and incomplete clause
• Around unnecessary information
• Before FANBOYS (for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so)



Other Punctuation
On the right side, after they have 
moved through history. The same 
workers stand tall, radiating strength 
and confidence. 

36. A. NO CHANGE
B. history; the
C. history, the
D. history--the



Punctuation 
 

Commas 

Commas are used in four ways on the ACT:  

 Around unnecessary information 

 Between items in a list 

 Between a complete and incomplete clause  

 After FANBOYS (for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so) 

 

Semicolons 

Used to relate independent clauses that are not joined by a 

conjunction.  

 

Dashes 

Used to indicate an abrupt break in thought, or to 

introduce an explanation.  

 

Apostrophes 

Used to indicate possession or to mark the missing letters 

in a word. 

 

Colons 

Used after a complete statement to introduce a list of 

related details.    

 



Who/ Whom Example
Brightly lit stations welcome the public, 
many of them were skeptical of 
traveling underground.

26. F. NO CHANGE
G. of whom
H. of who
J. DELETE the underlined portion.



Who vs. Whom

Who = subject 

Whom= object

Replace who with he, she, they

Replace whom with him, her, them



Its vs. It’s

It’s is a contraction for it is. 

Its indicates possession. 



They’re vs. There vs. Their

Their is possessive, meaning it owns something. 

That class is studying hard. Their ACT scores keep 

going up! 

There refers to a place or idea. 

There is a new Get2College Center in Southaven, 

Mississippi. 

They’re is a contradiction for “they are.” 

I met with a Get2College Center counselor yesterday. 

They’re available to provide free college-related 

guidance. 



Rhetorical Skills



. Writing Strategy

. Organization

. Style

Rhetorical Skills



Style/ Tone
TIP: Focus on the feel of the adjectives 
(and sometimes the verbs)

Luigi’s motor moves slowly as we 
venture along the trail.

7. Which choice would most logically and 
effectively emphasize the positive, 
friendly attitude the narrator has toward 
Luigi?

A. NO CHANGE
B. travels safely
C. proceeds carefully
D. purrs softly



Practice:

passage IV



PASSAGE IV

After All These Years

[1] I met Joan, the person who would be 

my best friend for the next twenty years, 

the first morning I played outside my 

family’s new California home. [2] I was 

five years old. [3] We became inseparable 

childhood friends, and we remained close, 

even though we attended different high 

schools and colleges.

Joan enjoyed jogging and painting 

cityscapes. I loved hiking trips and writing. 

We shared an appreciation for the outdoors 

and a passion for our creative work. More 

importantly though we enjoyed being 

together. Through our history of shared 

experiences, we formed a rare 

understanding of each other. 

45. A. NO CHANGE

B. close, yet even

C. close; even

D. close. Even

46. Which of the following    alternatives 

to the underlined portion would NOT be 

acceptable?

F. cityscapes, while I

G. cityscapes; I

H. cityscapes. I, on the other hand,

J. cityscapes I

47.   A. NO CHANGE

B. important though

C. importantly, though,

D. important, though



[1] Last February, I had to travel to 

Fairbanks, Alaska, for my work. [2] 

Though we had rarely spoken to each 

other in fifteen years, when I called 

Joan to suggest a meeting, her voice 

sounded wonderfully familiar.

[3] Through my parents, whom were 

still in touch with Joan’s father, I

learned that Joan was currently living 

in Fairbanks.

48. F. NO CHANGE

G. she said that she would rearrange her 

schedule so that we could meet.

H. she told me that she immediately 

recognized my voice.

J. her quick words and the sound of her 

laugh surprised me. 

51. Which of the following sequences of 

sentences makes Paragraph 3 most 

logical?

A. NO CHANGE

B. 1, 3, 2

C. 2, 1, 3

D. 3, 2, 1

49. A. NO CHANGE

B. who

C. whose

D. which

50. F. NO CHANGE

G. we

H. they

J. he



I parked my rental car in downtown 

Fairbanks, and to keep the battery 

from freezing, I plugged the engine 

into an electrical outlet in the parking 

lot so the battery would stay warm. It 

was twenty below zero that afternoon, 

and the sky shone with a pale gray 

light. [54] I called Joan from a pay 

phone. She soon met me on a street 

corner that was close to her art studio.

52. F. NO CHANGE

G. located in the downtown area of the 

city.

H. so the battery would continue to work 

properly despite the cold weather.

J. DELETE the underlined portion and 

end the sentence with a period.

54. If the writer were to delete the preceding 

sentence the essay would primarily lose:

F. an indication of the narrator’s response 

to weather conditions in Fairbanks

G. a detailed analysis of why the narrator 

had to plug the car engine into an electrical 

outlet.

H. descriptive details that help set the 

scene of the narrator’s meeting with Joan.

J. unnecessary details that repeat 

information given earlier in the paragraph.

53. A. was glowing

B. glowed

C. shined

D. shoned



As we walked upstairs to her studio, 

we slipped into our familiar habits, 

talking about the people in our lives and 

our work. We talked just as easily as we 

had in the past, when we would sit in 

the field behind Joan’s house atop the 

rabbit hutch and discuss our friend and 

our hopes for the future.

When I saw Joan’s new paintings, I 

immediately remembered her distinct 

way of emphasizing shadows and light. 

I remembered everything about her; 

how she would get so absorbed in her 

work that she’d forget to eat […]

56. F. NO CHANGE

G. in the field atop the rabbit hutch behind 

Joan’s house

H. atop the rabbit hutch in the field behind 

Joan’s house

J. behind Joan’s house in the field atop the 

rabbit hutch

55. A. NO CHANGE

B. fell upon

C. dropped by

D. returned with

57.Which of the following alternatives to the 

underlined portion would NOT be acceptable.

A. engrossed in

B. acquired by

C. immersed in

D. engaged in



I remembered everything about her; 

how she would get so absorbed in her 

work that she’d forget to eat, how she 

disliked talking in the morning, how 

she was firm in her decisions. 

The years of separation had not affected 

the heart of our connection, our 

friendship. 

59. Given that all the choices are true, which 

one would best conclude this essay  by 

effectively summarizing its main idea?

A. NO CHANGE

B. Sadly, I realized that although we might 

be able to meet once a year, Joan and I would 

probably never again live in the same city. 

C. Even though we had followed different 

interests, I was glad to know that both Joan 

and I had been able to devote time to our 

creative work.

D. As a result of the time we spent 

together when we were very young, I’ll 

always remember Joan. 

58.Which of the following alternatives to the 

underlined portion would NOT be acceptable.

F. with

G. regarding

H. along

J. about



I remembered everything about 

her; how she would get so 

absorbed in her work that she’d 

forget to eat, how she disliked 

talking in the morning, how she 

was firm in her decisions. The 

years of separation had not 

affected the heart of our 

connection, our friendship.

60. Upon reviewing the essay and finding that 

some information has been left out, the writer 

composes the following sentence incorporating 

that information:

Yet, despite such strong ties, we moved 

far apart as adults and lost touch.

This sentence would most logically be placed:

F. after sentence 2 in Paragraph 1.

G. at the end of Paragraph 2.

H. at the end of Paragraph 4.

J. after the first sentence in Paragraph 6.

Question 60 asks about the preceding 

passage as a whole.


