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E d i t o r ’ s  n o t e :  T h e 
Courier-Tribune is proud 
to honor the Class of 2020 
and our area schools 
throughout the month of 
June. Join us in celebrat-
ing the graduates of the 
Randolph Early College 
High School.

Valedictorians (three-way 
tie):
Jordan Corbett
Margaret Dunn
Taylor Wallace
Senior Advisory Council:
Israel Ferrer Diaz, president
Iris Merida Espinoza, 
vice-president
Tanner Maerz, secretary
Sawyer Pierce, treasurer
Aeman Alazzam, 
representative
Eddy Bernal Velazquez, 
representative

Olivia Vance, 
representative
Gladis Vera-Raya, 
representative
Jacqueline Vera-Raya, 
representative
Class of 2020 accolades:
Received acceptance 
letters from 32 different 
colleges.
Largest graduating class in 
RECHS history.
Awarded over $2 million in 
scholarships and grants.
70 percent of gradu-
ates earned an associate 
degree.
Seniors completed over 
2,400 hours of volunteer 
service.
Junior Marshals:
Ujala Abdul
Alexis Allspach
Maricruz 
Campuzano-Rodriguez

Giovanny Figueroa-Vazquez
Summer Gray
Sarah Hurley
Priscilla Lara Polanco
Laynie Jo McCall
Madison Pitchford
George Recendez

Class of 2020:
Aeman Alazzam
Erika Alejo Pacheco
Joel Alling
Leonardo Alvarez Jasso
Jubilee Anderson
Nathan Andrews
Cody Badeaux
Emily Barringer
Ashley Belcher
Eddy Bernal Velazquez
Kiersten Brower

Madison Brown
Isaac Byrd
Jewell Caputa
Yasmin Cervantes Servin
Harrison Clement
Jordan Corbett
Nicholas Cunningham
Jarod Dill
Margaret Dunn
Cameron Ebanks
Eduardo Espinoza
Eliljah Etheridge
Israel Ferrer Diaz
Roman Ferrer Diaz
Clayton Flinchum
Reynaldo Flores Vences
Blythe Flowers
Miles Ford
Leidy Gallegos
Kayla Garcia Diaz
Cameron Garnett
Adriana Gomez Camacho
Tuong Ha
Nathan Harward
Andrew Higgins

Emily Hughes
Isabella Hughes
Madison Hunt
Jacelyn Jimenez-Velazquez
Emma Johnson
Kendra Jones
David Kirkman
Shaela Lopez Bustos
Tanner Maerz
Ashley Mangum
Amanda Martin
Diana Mendez-Ortiz
Jennifer Mercado 
Castaneda
Iris Merida Espinoza
Saray Morales-Gomez
Kacey Morris
Annastasia Myers-Kiker
Emily Nielsen
Mercedes Parker
Andres Perez
Makayla Perry
Nathan Phillips
Sawyer Pierce
Lora Proctor

Fatima Ramirez Arias
Sebastian Ramirez
Brian Reta Lorenzo
Emily Reyes Castro
Yessenia Reyes-Vidales
Michael Rich
Amara Schrimsher
Tammy Sims
Jesse Strange
Ana Tadeo Morales
Jesse Tawasha
Carson Thompson
Leah Uplinger
Abigail Valdez-Perez
Olivia Vance
Jessica Vega Escutia
Citlaly Vera
Gladis Vera-Raya
Jacqueline Vera Raya
Taylor Wallace
Taya White
Steven Wilson
Jaedyn Wood

R A N D O L P H  E A R LY  C O L L E G E  H I G H  S C H O O L  C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 0

By Meredith Kolodner
The Hechinger Report
USA TODAY NETWORK

Lourdes Torrey was only 
a few weeks into her first 
year at the University of 
Missouri in 2018 when she 
heard a white student in the 
dorm room next to hers use 
the N-word. She reported 
it through official channels, 
she said, but never got so 
much as an apology — and 
the white student contin-
ued to say the word.

Torrey enrolled at the 
university fully aware that 
the student body presi-
dent had been called the 
same epithet in 2015; she 
hoped things had changed. 
But, she said, the demands 
made by students back 
then have mostly gone 
unmet. 

So when the univer-
sity chancellor eventually 
released a public statement 
condemning the murder of 
George Floyd, after being 
repeatedly called out on 
social media for remain-
ing silent, Torrey saw it as 
performative.

“I felt like it was very 
disingenuous,” said the 
20-year-old rising junior. 
“We had a list of things we 
wanted the school to do. I 
don’t think they’ve done 
anything from that list.”

In the aftermath of 
Floyd’s brutal Memorial 
D a y  d e a t h  w h e n  a 
white police officer in 
Minneapolis  kneeled 
on his neck for almost 
nine minutes, university 
administrators across the 
country have released 
statements condemning 
racism. But many Black 
students say the state-
ments are empty rhetoric; 
what they want is action. 

They say white students 
still go unpunished for 
racial taunts and insults. 
They say that, despite 
endless commissions and 
study groups, the monu-
ments of Confederate and 
pro-segregation leaders 
remain lodged on their 
campuses. After count-
l e s s  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s 
and despite numerous 
pledges, the numbers of 
Black faculty members stay 
stagnant and Black stu-
dent enrollments haven’t 
increased.

A University of Missouri 
spokesperson said that 
since 2015 it had increased 
faculty diversity and 
raised graduation rates 
“among underrepresented 
minorities.”

The chancellor of the 
University of Wisconsin-
Madison, Rebecca Blank, 
released a statement that 

read, in part, “To our 
Black and Brown students, 
staff and faculty, I want 
to say unambiguously: 
You belong here, you are 
important to this campus, 
your lives matter and I am 
committed to your safety.”

It didn’t sit well with 
many members of the 
university’s Black Student 
Union.

“I feel like it’s com-
pletely lip service, with 
no actions and no specific 
next steps,” said Nalah 
McWhorter, president of 
the Black Student Union 
at Wisconsin’s flagship 
campus, where in 2018 just 
2% of students were Black. 
“These statements are just 
like the exact statements 
they’ve put out after past 
incidents; it’s to relieve the 
weight off of them and just 
shut everybody up.”

A  U n i v e r s i t y  o f 
Wisconsin-Madison 
spokesperson said that 
Black student enrollment 
had increased to 3% last 
year, and that the univer-
sity is working to recruit 
and retain a more diverse 
student body and faculty 
and implement reforms 
within the campus police 
force. 

Many Black students 
at North Carolina State 
University were angered 
by a statement put out 
by Chancellor Randy 
Woodson, which made no 
mention of police brutal-
ity. That campus has been 
hit many times in the past 
several years by racist graf-
fiti and flyers as well as the 
use of the N-word, all of 
which went unpunished 
by the administration, 
students said. In the first 
week of June alone, three 
social media posts with 
racial slurs by two current 
students and one incoming 
student were made public.

“We’ve had town halls 
and meetings, but no actual 
consequences for the stu-
dents who committed 
racist acts,” said Brandon 

Lewis, a master’s degree 
student in atmospheric 
science at N.C. State.

The university has a 
hashtag it uses on social 
media, #ThinkAndDo, he 
noted with a chuckle.

“There were a lot of sighs 
and eye rolls,” said Lewis, 
who never had a Black 
professor when he was an 
undergraduate at the uni-
versity. “They do a lot of 
thinking and reflecting, but 
not a lot of doing.”

After public criticism of 
Woodson’s statement, the 
chancellor put out a second 
statement, announcing 
that the university would 
require all students and 
staff to “complete diver-
sity and inclusion learning 
modules.”

A coalition of Black 
student organizations is 
demanding reforms to the 
campus police, including 
student input on police 
budgets, a public database 
of racial bias incidents and 
officers’ use of excessive 
force and the cutting of 
ties with the Raleigh Police 
Department. In response, 
the N.C. State police issued 
a statement calling for 
“an end of police violence 
against Black people” and 
pledged to set up a town 
hall to discuss student 
concerns. 

“They think they’re 
going to pacify the move-
ment, but I don’t think 
current students will allow 
it,” said Elikem Dodor, who 
will be a junior at N.C. 
State in the fall and is the 
editor-in-chief of Nubian 
Message, a campus news-
paper that highlights the 
voices of Black and other 
marginalized students.

On May 31, during a 
peaceful demonstration 
against police brutal-
ity in downtown Athens, 
Georgia, protesters were 
tear-gassed when they 
walked to the University 
of Georgia Arch. President 
Jere Morehead released a 
statement that mentioned 

neither racism nor police 
brutality. After swift crit-
icism, he released a more 
pointed statement, via 
email, but some students 
felt it was too little too late. 

“You do these small 
things to make people sat-
isfied and shut up for a little 
bit, but it’s never really true 
action,” said Kaela Yamini, 
who graduated from the 
University of Georgia in 
May.

Many students want 
the university to act on 
long-standing demands 
to change the names of 
buildings honoring unre-
pentant segregationists, 
such as Richard Russell. 
They have repeatedly 
asked the administration 
to hire more Black faculty 
members and increase the 
number of Black students 
on campus. In a state 
where almost one-third of 
residents are Black, in 2018, 
only 8% of students at the 
flagship university were 
Black and only 3% were 
Black men.

Some students say that 
the content of the presi-
dent’s statement is, in 
certain ways, beside the 
point.

“I don’t condemn them 
for their statements, but I 
do condemn them for not 
taking action,” said Alex 
English, the president of 
the University of Georgia 
NAACP chapter. “It’s 
bigger than police brutal-
ity, it’s about systemic 
racism. It’s about the fact 
that we are thought of and 
treated as less than.” 

A spokesperson said 
the University of Georgia 
had devoted resources to 
increasing the diversity of 
the student population and 
supporting Black students 
on campus.

Students at a flagship 
university on the other 
side of the country — the 
University of California at 
Berkeley — also want their 
president to go beyond 
words and gestures.

Students sick of ‘lip service,’ 
demand action over racism

In this May 30 
photo, protest 
messages are 
painted on 
the downtown 
Athens 
Confederate 
War Memorial 
after the main 
protest ended 
in downtown 
Athens, Ga.   
[JOSHUA L. 

JONES/ATHENS 

BANNER-

HERALD]

By Lisa Baumann
The Associated Press

SEATTLE — A pre-
dawn shooting in a park 
in Seattle’s protest zone 
killed a 19-year-old man 
and critically injured 
another person, author-
ities said Saturday.

The shooting hap-
pened at about 2:30 
a.m. in the area near the 
city’s downtown that is 
known as CHOP, which 
stands for “Capitol Hill 
Occupied Protest,” 
police said.

Officers responding 
to the shooting initially 
had trouble getting 
to the scene because 
they were “were met 
by a violent crowd that 
prevented officers safe 
access to the victims,” 
police said on their blog.

Two males with gun-
shot wounds arrived 
in a private vehicle at 
Harborview Medical 
Center at about 3 a.m., 
said hospital spokesper-
son Susan Gregg. The 
19-year-old man died 
and the other person 

was in critical condi-
tion in the intensive care 
unit.

T h e  s u s p e c t  o r 
s u s p e c t s  f l e d  a n d 
investigators had no 
d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e 
shooter or shooters as 
of Saturday morning, 
police said.

“Homicide detec-
tives responded and are 
conducting a thorough 
investigation, despite 
the challenges presented 
by the circumstances,” 
police said.

Investigators were 
reviewing public-source 
video and body-camera
video for clues, Seattle 
P o l i c e  S g t .  L a u r e n 
T r u s c o t t  t o l d  T h e 
Seattle Times.

The CHOP zone is an 
area where protesters 
cordoned off several 
blocks near a police sta-
tion in Seattle’s Capitol 
Hill neighborhood fol-
lowing demonstrations 
against police violence 
since the police kill-
ing of George Floyd in 
Minneapolis several 
weeks ago.

Shooting in Seattle 
protest zone leaves 1 
dead, 1 injured

A man walks between barricades blocking a street 
adjacent to a closed police precinct Thursday 
in Seattle, in what has been named the Capitol 
Hill Occupied Protest zone. [ELAINE THOMPSON/THE 

ASSOCIATED PRESS]

Class 2020
Congratulations


