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May, June, July 2007 Bonus Issue - Highlights 

1) Name the country whose former leader Boris Yeltsin died in late April at 76, having
ushered in a new era of freedom in the 1990s.
Answer: Russia.

2) Name the sites of the 2 controversial walls the U.S. is building or has just built, one in the
U.S. Southwest and the other opposed by the Sunni Arab neighborhood it was intended to
protect.
Answer: On border with Mexico and in Baghdad, Iraq.

3) On July 1, England banned smoking in public buildings, taxis, and other places, including
even the queen's palace. Name it.
Answer: Buckingham Palace.

4) On July 1, which city celebrated 10 years of remaining capitalistic under Chinese rule
despite fears that it could not do so when Britain ended its 156-year rule and returned it to
China in 1997?
Answer: Hong Kong.

The Middle School Weekly is published in 34 4-page issues from August 29 to May 1 - except
for two winter issues plus the summer bonus issue for a total of 35 issues.
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5) In July, which river saw its highest levels since the floods of 1947 when it peaked before
passing through London, where a flood protection system seals it off from the sea?
Answer: Thames.

6) Name the other river that during England's heavy rains of July flooded the basement of the
Royal Shakespeare Theater in the town where Shakespeare was born.
Answer: Avon (he was born in Stratford-on-Avon; area was drenched by 5.7 inches of rain in one day).

7) In April, Queen Elizabeth made an official state visit to the U.S. for the 400th anniversary
of the founding of which English settlement on May 14, 1607?
Answer: Jamestown, Virginia (her 4th state visit to U.S. in her 55 years on throne).

8) Who was President when Queen Elizabeth visited Jamestown on its 350th anniversary?
Answer: Dwight D. Eisenhower.

9) In July, to whom did President Bush temporarily transfer his powers of office while under
anesthesia for removal of 5 polyps from his colon?
Answer: Vice President Dick Cheney (as prescribed by the 25th Amendment).

10) On the 1507 map Germany gave the U.S. Library of Congress in late April, for whom
did German mapmaker Martin Waldseemueller name Columbus's newly found world?
Answer: Amerigo Vespucci (in his book Waldseemueller said he labeled land Amerige, meaning "the
land of Americus, or America, after the sagacious discoverer"). 

11) Identify the wetland area in Georgia, one of the best known swamps in the U.S., where
fast-burning wildfires threatened wildlife and nearby homes and roads in late April.
Answer: Okefenokee (Swamp; Dismal, in NC and VA, and Everglades in FL are also well-known).

12) Name the city where about 200 people were trapped inside the 630-foot Gateway Arch
on the shore of the Mississippi for about 2 hours during a power outage in July.
Answer: St. Louis (Missouri).

13) What term made of the Latin prefix for "over" or "above" and the Latin root for "new"
designates a giant exploding star like the one discovered last fall and in May announced as
the brightest ever seen, 5 times brighter than any of the hundreds seen before?
Answer: Supernova.

14) Walter Schirra Jr., who died in May, was the only astronaut to fly in all 3 of NASA's
original manned programs. Identify 2 of these 3, named respectively for the planet nearest
the sun, the Twins of the Zodiac, and the Greek god identified with the sun.
Answer: Mercury, Gemini, and Apollo.

15) Complete the term red _____ designating the kind of low-energy tiny star around which a
recently found Earth-like planet is orbiting.
Answer: (Red) dwarf (new planet c. 120 trillion miles away is thought to have Earthlike temperatures).

16) Name the planet where severe summer dust storms blocked 99% of direct sunlight to
NASA's 2 solar-powered rovers that have been exploring there since landing in 2004.
Answer: Mars (Opportunity and Spirit rovers were planned to operate just 3 months).

HISTORICAL EVENTS - June 1-July 31 (Questions 17-24)

17) Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, who led the Islamic Revolution, died on June 3, 1989.
Which country, located on the Persian Gulf's eastern shore, did he head?
Answer: Iran.

18) Give the date the Allied Expeditionary Force landed in Normandy, France, during 
Operation Overlord on what is referred to as D-Day.

Answer: June 6, 1944.

19) Name the document King John agreed to at Runnymede on June 15, 1215, granting many 
rights to English nobles.
Answer: Magna Carta.
20) Name the Washington building complex that was burglarized on June 17, 1972. The
arrests of those involved eventually led to the resignation of President Nixon in 1974.
Answer: Watergate (it housed the Democratic Party headquarters at the time).
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21) In which country was Napoleon defeated at Waterloo on June 18, 1815?
Answer: Belgium.
22) Which war began when an invasion took place on June 25, 1950? 
Answer: Korean War (an armistice was signed on July 27, 1953, at Panmunjom).
23) July 1, 1997, was the 134th anniversary of which Pennsylvania battle that began on that
date in 1863?
Answer: Gettysburg.
24) In which state did the first atomic bomb explosion occur on July 16, 1945, at Trinity Site
at the Alamogordo Air Base?
Answer: New Mexico.
25) How many edges does a pyramid with a square base have?    
Answer: 8. 
26) What is the percent increase when the cost of a grocery item is raised from 40¢ to 48¢?
Answer: 20%. 
27) What is the name given to the four sections of a plane created by the intersection of the
graphs of x = 0 and y = 0? 
Answer: Quadrants.
28) The square of which binomial other than (2x  3) is equal to (4x2  12x + 9)? 
Answer: (3  2x).
29) U.S. officials recently approved a vaccine against avian flu. How is avian flu carried? 
Answer: By birds (spread from birds to people, then from person to person).
30) Name the scientific evidence that as of April 2007 had exonerated, or cleared, its 200th
wrongfully convicted person in the U.S. since first used to reverse a conviction in 1987.
Answer: DNA (which carries a person's genetic markers).
31) To determine the calories one will get from a packaged food, what other number besides
calories must one examine to determine the calories that will be consumed?
Answer: Serving size (calorie count is for one serving so must know number of servings in package).
32) Researchers say the increasingly blurry images of the later paintings of Claude Monet
may have come from clouding of the lens of the eye, a defect known by which name?
Answer: Cataract (Monet is known for his blurred images, or what is called impressionistic style).
33) What compound word beginning with F designates an exuberant tune played by trumpets
like that used to welcome Queen Elizabeth II to the White House in May?
Answer: Fanfare.
34) Songwriter Paul Simon was recently awarded a new Library of Congress prize for
popular song. Identify the surname of brothers George and Ira for whom it is named.
Answer: Gershwin (officially, Library of Congress Gershwin Prize for Popular Music).
35) Which automaker in late April topped GM as the world's largest auto seller?
Answer: Toyota (sold 2.35 million vehicles worldwide in 1st quarter, surpassing GM's 2.26 million).

36) Identify the 2007 movie starring Aaron Standford as a small time criminal, or complete
New Hampshire's motto "Live _____ or _____," which is used as its title.

Answer:  Live Free or Die (from 1809 toast "Live free or die; death is not the worst of evils").
37) Name the author whose 1st book in a 9-book series about her life in a cabin in the "Big
Woods" in 1860s Wisconsin marked the 75th anniversary of its publication in April.
Answer: Laura Ingalls Wilder (Little House in the Big Woods was 1st of 9-book series).
38) Israel has named a replanted forest of nearly 10,000 trees for the late Coretta Scott King
in honor of her work for human rights. Identify the Israeli region in which it is located and in
the Bible named as the area where Nazareth, Jesus's home, was located.
Answer: Galilee.
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39) Name Pamplona, Spain's annual 9-day summer event that drew over 200,000 tourists
even though injuries are common and an American was gored to death in 1995.
Answer: Running of the Bulls (through the narrow streets in the town).
40) Name the astrophysicist who in late April did weightless flips 32,000 ft. above Earth on
a special jet after being in a wheelchair for decades because of Lou Gehrig's disease.

Answer: Stephen Hawking (author of best-selling 1988 book A Brief History of Time).
__________________________________________________________________________

IN OTHER NEWS
Blue Angels . . . . Colorful name of the U.S. Navy's elite performing air group that lost a
pilot in a deadly crash during a South Carolina air show in late April

Myanmar (Burma) Country run by a military regime that in late spring unveiled a new 
capital, Naypyidaw, in the jungle far from longtime capital Rangoon

Buffett . . . . . . . . Surname of singer Jimmy who sang "Margaritaville" at the annual meet-
ing of the company headed by billionaire Warren of the same surname 

Sally Ride* . . . . . Woman inducted into the National Aviation Hall of Fame in honor of 
her role as the first U.S. woman in space (1993)

France . . . . . . . . Country where conservative Nicolas Sarkozy succeeded President Chirac

India . . . . . . . . . . Country that in July elected its first female president, Pratibha Patil, who
was handpicked by Congress leader Sonia Gandhi

Turkey** . . . . . . Republic set up by Mustafa Ataturk where the Islamic-backed party won 
big in parliamentary elections some saw as a vote on headscarves

Deathly Hallows . Last 2 words of the title of the book released at 12:01 A.M. July 21 as 
the 7th and final in the Harry Potter series

Vermont . . . . . . . Green Mountain state whose town of Springfield hosted the premiere of 
the film The Simpsons, based on TV show set in a fictitious Springfield

Posh . . . . . . . . . . 4-letter stage name of British soccer star David Beckham's wife whom 
NBC featured in a special about moving to L.A. to play for the Galaxy

Iwo Jima . . . . . . Island Japan just returned to its former name Iwo To in response to Clint  
Eastwood's use of its WWII misnomer in the movie Letters from _____
China*** . . . . . . Country that made the Thomas toy trains recalled in June because of lead
paint and from which 5 seafoods were banned by the FDA in July

Tony Blair . . . . . Former British prime minister named envoy for the U.S., Russia, E.U., 
and U.N. mediators on the Palestinian-Israeli conflict

Venus Williams . U.S. woman who won her 4th Wimbledon singles championship in July

Maine . . . . . . . . . Pine tree state where President Bush met with Russian President Putin at
Bush's parents' summer home in Kennebunkport
Lady Bird Johnson . . Former first lady known for her highway beautification program who 
died at age 94 in Austin, Texas, in July 
Botulism . . . . . . . Food poisoning whose name begins with B for which 90 U.S. canned 
meat products were recalled in late July
$5.85 . . . . . . . . . . New minimum hourly wage as of July 24, yielding $28 more per week 
than the former $5.15 per hour
*Steve Fossett, 1st to circle globe solo in balloon (2002), also inducted.**Election held after opposition forced it to
withdraw presidential nominee whose wife wears headscarf. ***Also closed 180 food plants for safety violations.


