College Entrance Tests
Almost all colleges require tests for admission. Others may use the results for placement purposes in certain courses or programs. Registration packets for all tests are available in the counseling office


Types of Tests and Which Test to Take 
 ACT(American College Test) is used by the vast majority of colleges in Kentucky. 
 SAT (Scholastic Aptitude Test) is used more extensively by East Coast, West Coast, some southern colleges, and the military academies. Some selective admission colleges may request the SAT II’s which specific tests in a certain curriculum area are. If you are not sure about the appropriate test, ask your counselor or refer to the specific college catalog or a general college handbook which will provide test information.

Important Notes: 
 1. Research has shown the SCORES INCREASE IN A HIGH PERCENTAGE OF CASES WHEN A STUDENT RETAKES THE TEST A SECOND OR EVEN A THIRD TIME. Colleges and scholarship sources will use your highest set of scores; therefore, there is nothing to lose by retaking the test.

General Test Schedule Recommendations for ACT and SAT 

Seniors - If you have not taken the ACT (or the SAT if you plan to attend an SAT college), register for the October date. Those who already have at least one test score should consider October through December as retake dates. Senior testing after December is too late for most purposes.

Juniors - You are strongly encouraged to take the PSAT in October, and the ACT or SAT in the spring.
Always plan ahead to avoid test date conflicts with sports, band, debate, etc.! The tests are only offered on specific dates.

Tests Used to Obtain College Credit 

 The Advanced Placement (AP) tests are offered each May for students who wish to participate in a college credit option. These tests are scored 1-5, with 5 high. Colleges vary greatly on scores needed to gain credit and on the amount of credit allowed. Before you take these tests, you should obtain the AP credit information from the college you plan to attend.

Helpful Testing Hints:
· Enroll in a test preparation course. These will give you some exposure to the type of test questions, how the questions are structured, whether guessing is penalized or not, and other useful information. 

· Use the test preparation books provided in the application packet. 

· Use computerized test preparation programs available in the counseling office to sharpen your skills. 

· Get a good night’s sleep. 

· Eat breakfast. 

