
Procedures for Students in Foster Care: Best Interest Determination

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) contains key protections for students in foster care that are designed to promote

school stability, student success, and collaboration between local education agencies (LEAs) and child welfare agencies.

Definitions

“Foster Care” is defined as 24 hour substitute care for children placed away from their parents or guardians for whom the ‘

child welfare agency has placement and care responsibility.
.

i
"School of origin" is the school in which a child is enrolled at the time of placement in foster care. if a child’s foster care i

placement changes, the school of origin would then be considered the school in which the child was enrolled at the time i

of the placement change.
i

Point of Contact
’

Upon a student coming into custody or upon a student changing placement while in custody, the DCS Child and Family ;

Team (CFT) will discuss it it is in the best interest of the student to remain in the school of origin. if the team believes that

the student should remain in the school of origin, the DCS Point of Contact (the Education Specialist) will notify the Point

3 of Contact for school system to arrange a Best Interest Determination Meeting. This is part of the collaborative process l

of ESSA and must take place. A description of the process is provided below. NOTE: Only the Education Specialist should

contact the school system regarding keeping students in the school of origin. The county school system is not expected

to communicate with foster parents, parents, family service workers, etc. at the onset of this process. '5

Best interest Determination Process
5

, The DCS Education Specialist will notify the point of contact of the LEA if there is a student who DCS would like to keep in y

the school of origin, but who will no longer be living in that school’s zone. At that point the school system and DCS can

schedule a best interest determination team meeting within 5 school days that includes:

' A. The DCS point of contact (DCS POC);

B. The LEA point of contact (LEA POE);
,:

C. The educational decision maker for the child or youth; DCS will contact the birth parent)

D. The school principal of designee; and

E. Any other key partners for decision making.
f
D

At this meeting, the Best Interest Determination Form will be completed.

lithe team decides it is in the best interest of the student to remain in the school of origin, then the student will be allowed 4'

to remain. Transportation to the school of origin should then be discussed by the team (Reference Transportation to l

School of Origin Form).

i

if the team decides it is no; in the best interest of the student to remain in the school of origin, DCS will enrol! the student 1
l

in the new school. if this school is in the same LEA as the school of origin, the child will be enrolled immediately. a



Best Interest Determination Form 1

. l
Student Information

i

School System: School of Origin: Date: l

Student’s Name: DOB: Age: Gender: Grade: 1

IDEA/504/EL? Primary Contact {Title/Name/Numberl: ‘

Emergency Phone Contact (Title/Name/Number}: l

Foster Parent Name: __ Cell # Address: ' i

. . . . l
l. Determination: Mark eitherschool of origin or school of zone for each. 3‘

' Consideration Item School Of Origin School of Zone EuidenceIComments

: frefeeerreefererffe ___ r
' referee ___
crffeerefeeereef ___

- reeeenemererefree ___
' eeeeeffeeefeeeefereeeffeeerneeee ___

feeeereefreeeeeeeereee ___
erremereeeerer___ :
seeefereeeeemrereeeereeefer _ —

—

Final Determination in

Student will attend: El School of Zone El School of Origin III Undecided: Refer to dispute resolution team: l

Explanation for decision:___ ___ __ Transportation Needed: __

School; _mmm_m_________w_w#5chool Address __wm%m__________5chool Hours:m________

Pick up address m___________wwu*m_____ Drop off address “Wm_________m__wfiw '

. , i
ii. Signatures Contact info

DCS POC

* LEA POC :

_ _ .. . Educational Decision Maker i

_ Schooi Principal or Designee

___ W _ DCS Case Worker Z,
I

_ __ _ Other {DCS or LEA) ’2

“WW ___ Other (DCS or LEA) 3

Life student exits foster care during the school year, TDOE indicates that districts should allow them to remain in the school of origin I

at least through the end of the academic year.

2. A district must ensure that students remain in their school of origin while any dispute is being resolved.

3 Methods of transportation and related costs are NOT to be considered when determining the best interest.



Procedures for Students in Foster Care: Transportation E

l

DCS will collaborate with the county school System to ensure that children in foster care needing transportation to the E

school of origin will promptly receive transportation in a cost—effective manner and in accordance with §47S(4)(A) of the E

Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 675(4)(A). If there are additional costs incurred in providing transportation to the school of r,

origin for children in foster care, the ESSA specifies that the County School System will provide transportation E: E

o The child welfare agency agrees to reimburse the district for the cost of such transportation*; E

o The district (LEA) agrees to pay the cost of such transportation; or

o The district and the child welfare agency agree to share the cost of such transportation*. E

i
ll

. Transportation needs and possible costs for a student in foster care will be documented on the Transportation to the E

' School of Origin form. E

DCS will provide transportation during the 5 school days from the time the Education Specialist notifies the LEA’s Point of E

Contact until the Best interest Determination meeting is held, and for up to 5 additional school days after the Best Interest i

Determination meeting if the school system needs to make transportation arrangements in order to keep the student in ‘[

. the school origin. ‘1

' ESSA mandates school stability and transportation necessary to ensure school stability until students exit foster care. The

. guidance from the Federal DOE strongly urges states to extend these rights until the end of the school year in which the -;

student exits foster care.
V

*(NOTE: Additional costs are defined as the difference between what an LEA otherwise would spend to transport a

student to his or her assigned school, and the cost of transporting a child in foster care student to his or her school of :

, origin. DCS representatives (including the education specialists) do not have the authority to approve expenditures for :

transportation. In keeping with DCS policy, any transportation plan proposed that may include costs to DCS must be

approved by the Regional Administrator or designee.)

E

i

l

y

l

i



Transportation to School of Origin Form l

Student Information

School System: School of Origin: Date:

Student's Name: DOB: Age: Gender: Grade:

IDEA/504/EL? Primary Contact (Title/Name/Number): _

Emergency Phone Contact (Title/Name/Number): .

I. General Information

if the student will attend the school of origin, does he or she need transportation other than the regular bus route? Yes No i

’ i

i

For students remaining in the school origin, the county school system must provide transportation within 5 school days of the best E

interest determination when minimal or no "additional costs" are involved. E

During the best interest determination (5 school days) and the development of the LEAs permanent transportation plan (5 school i

days), DCS will provide transportation to the school of origin for the student if there are additional costs to the LEA and/or permanent E

arrangements need to be made. DCS is responsible for transportation for a maximum of 10 school days.

. if there are additional costs*: ESSA specifies that the county school system will provide transportation if: g;

I o The child welfare agency agrees to reimburse the district for the cost of such transportation,-

o The district (LEA) agrees to pay the cost of such transportation; or 5

o The district and the child welfare agency agree to share the cost of such transportation. _

ll. Transportation Services to be Provided :

interim transportation to the school of origin during the best interest determination and the development of the permanent j

V transportation plan will be provided in the following manner: .

Permanent transportation for the student to the school of origin will be provided in the following manner:

E CI The LEA will provide transportation. Cl DCS will provide transportation. 3

CI The LEA and DCS will both provide transportation. Cl Other: _ ___ ___ ____ _“

Duration of time student will require transportation services: _finm__ ____ __ __

If the LEA incurs additional costs* they will be paid by: E

El The LEA El DCS E] The LEA and DCS will share costs.

El Undecided: Refer to dispute resolution team: Comments: __ _ g _ __ E

. DCS Authorized Signature (RA or Designee) _ __WM Mag“ Date:mm_m ___ _ l:
i

l
H

LEA Authorized Signature: mm_______________*___w_mww Date:wmmmmm_______ El

, r:

E

*For School Systems: Additional costs are defined as the difference betWeen what an LEA otherwise would spend to transport a E

student to his or her assigned school, and the cost of transporting a child in foster care student to his or her school oforigin. Federal E

guidance permits the use of Title i funds, lDEAfunds if the student has an IEP, or McKinnetuento Funds if the child qualifies under E

that act. For DCS, Title IV-E maintenance dollars may be used to fund transportation E

l

l

l



Procedures for Foster Care: Dispute Resolution for Best Interest and/or Transportation i

Dispute Resolution

if there is a dispute following the best interest determination meeting or over who will pay the additional costs for

transportation, the dispute resolution team will meet. Members of the county school system and DCS will be included in

the discussion.

Dispute Resolution Team Members: .

DCS Director of Education ;

DCS Point of Contact

DCS Central Office Consultant j

LEA Point of Contact

Other LEA Team Member 1

Other LEA Team Member i

l

:j

. A Dispute Resolution Process —- Best interest Determination form and/or a DiSpute Resolution Process ~—

5 Transportation form should be completed at the meeting. i

i

i

:i

l

l

l



Qispute Resolution Process—«Best Interest Determination

Student Information

School System: School of Origin: Date:

Student’s Name: DOB: Age:__ Gender:_ Grade:___ ‘

IDEA/504/EL? Primary Contact (Title/Name/Number):

Emergency Phone Contact (Title/Name/Number):

The LEA Point of Contact and the DCS Point of Contact will notify the dispute resolution team members of their respective agencies ‘

within two school days of a referral. The dispute resolution team will meet within two school days of the notification. Meetings may ,

take place in person or via phone, computer, etc. fl

DCS has agreed to provide transportation for a maximum of 1Q school clays during the best interest determination and during pending j

arrangements by the LEA for transportation. If the 10 school day limit has not been met, DCS will provide transportation to the school i

of origin until the time limit expires. The LEA will then provide. transportation to the school of origin until the dispute is settled. ‘1

Team Members from DCS will include the DCS Director of Education, the DCS Point of Contact, DCS Central Office Consultant, the LEA i

Point of Contact, and other members selected by the LEA. l

I. LEA Concerns l

DCS Concerns ..

_mM—______._mm~._.____________m

ill. Team’s Final Decision: Student will attend: El School of Zone El School of Origin

IV. Comments/Special Conditions =i

l

_mwm
V. Team Members Signatures gate i

DCS Director of Education ___W___W_‘___ _“ __ ._ i

DCS Point of Contact ___“MMHMHE ___ ___~____. ;

DCS Central Office Consultant Wkflfl__________________ __ WW l

LEA Point of Contact ___________________ nnfl-m_____ !

Other LEA Team Member “___“Mwwnnns _____*_____ l

Other LEA Team Member a ___—W ______ _ I

WWfl

W

School System: ___ School of Origin: Date:



Student‘s Name: __ DOB: Age: Gender: Gracie:

lDEA/504/EL? Primary Contact (Title/Name/Number):

Emergency Phone Contact (Title/Name/Number):

The LEA Point of Contact and the DCS Point of Contact will notify the dispute resolution team members of their respective agencies

within two schooi days of a referral. The dispute resolution team will meet within two school days ofthe notification. Meetings may

take place in person or via phone, computer, etc.

DCS has agreed to provide transportation for a maximum of 10 school days during the best interest determination and during pending

arrangements by the LEA for transportation. if the 10 school day limit has not been met, DCS will provide transportation to the school

of origin during the dispute resolution until the 10 school day time limit expires. The LEA will then provide transportation to the school

of origin until the dispute is settled.
l

|

Team Members from DCS will include the_DCS Director of Education, the DCS Point of Contact, DCS Central Office Consultant, the LEA !

Point of Contact, and other members selected by the LEA.
‘

l. LEA Concerns .

_—————-————————————~——-.—____
§

___—”MW

ll. DCS Concerns

.I

=W

E

III. Team’s Final Decision

. Permanent transportation for the student to the school of origin will be provided in the following manner: .1

El The LEA will provide transportation. Cl DCS will provide transportation. El DCS and the LEA will both provide transportation.

Cl Other:__h ' _ __ g

- Duration of time student will require transportation services: ___ . _ __ .

if the LEA incurs additional costs they will be paid by:
is

CI The LEA |'_‘l ocs CI The LEA and ocs will share. costs.

IV. Comments/Special Conditions
.,

WW_ 5:

____s_—.,_.._._m___________.._______—_________

l
V. Team Members Signatures Date :‘3

DCS Director of Education _____...,.._. ______m__ ___mmwm______ if

DCS Point of Contact ________mmm____________ mm.___.__ 5

DCS Central Office Consultant ___ WWW“ ., _ E

LEA Point of Contact m _______W _ ._. __ _ é

Other LEA Team Member __ k ______ ___ _ ii

Other LEA Team Member _______MW__________M ___MWLHWW_____ '5

g


