
BespokeClassroom.com

The New York Times 8/27/1892  

LIZZIE BORDEN'S ORDEAL 
END OT THE FIRST WEEK OF HER TRIAL FOR MURDER  

THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S EFFORTS TO ENCIRCLE HER WITH A WEB OF  
CIRCUMSTANTIAL EVIDENCE-LACK  

OF' DEFINITE EVIDENCE-HER REMARKABLE COOLNESS.

FALL RIVER, Mass., Aug.27.  The first week of the Borden murder trial closed at noon to-day, and after half the Government witnesses have 
testified there is not the slightest change in the divided opinions of the people here as to the guilt or innocence of the young woman who is 
accused of having brutally murdered her father and stepmother.

The only witness of the day was the domestic, Bridget Sullivan, and she was subjected to a severe cross-examination by the attorney for the 
defense.  She stood the ordeal well, and had evidently been carefully instructed as to the manner of answering the numerous questions 
directed at her in rapid succession by Attorney Adams. 

The District Attorney says that he is well satisfied with the development of the web of circumstantial evidence which he is endeavoring to 
weave about Lizzie Borden, and the Government asserts that its belief in the guilt of the young woman has increased greatly since the 
testimony of Bridget Sullivan.  These officers say that the story of the servant shows how manifestly impossible it was for anyone to enter or 
leave the house while Lizzie was alone with first her mother and then her father, and they further assert in answer to the query as to why this 
servant did not hear the fall of Mrs. Borden's body that the noise of the water splashing against the windows effectually drowned any such 
sound. 

On Monday the prosecution expects to put Prof. Wood of Harvard upon the stand.  Be has had in his possession the axes found in the Borden 
cellar, and upon which there appeared to be what Medical Examiner Dolan thought was blood.  He has also had Lizzie Borden's skirt, 
containing a drop of blood, and her shoes, which were also stained by some red liquid. He has made a careful analysis of all these articles and 
will say when he gives his testimony whether or not the analysis shows these drops to be the blood of a human being. 

The  attorneys  for  the  defense  make  light  of  this,  and  assert  that  Lizzie  Borden  will  never  be  convicted  on  expert  testimony. 
Attorney Adams told a TIMES representative at the conclusion of to-day's hearing that no evidence presented yet made him feel at all uneasy. 
He has also given it as his opinion, and he is one of the shrewdest criminal lawyers in the Bay State, that something far stronger than has yet 
been presented will have to be made public before the presiding Justice will be justified in holding Lizzie Borden for the Grand Jury. 

Thus  far  the  prosecution  has  shown  no  motive,  and  in  this  respect  the  testimony  of  Bridget  Sullivan  and  John  V.  Morse  has  been 
disappointing to the public. They expected a recital of the family relations in the Borden house and a rehearsal of troubles between the 
Borden girls on one side and their father and mother on the other. But no such testimony has been advanced, and the nearest approach which 
the Government has made toward endeavoring to show a motive was when the District Attorney questioned insurance Agent Cook and John 
V. Morse regarding conversations Mr. Borden had with them in relation to certain bequests he was said to have intended to make.  But this 
was a failure, and a motive for the fearful murder is yet to be shown. 

The District Attorney says that he does not intend to put in his full case, but will only put in sufficient evidence to warrant holding the 
accused for the Grand Jury. The drug clerk Eli Bence, has not yet testified, and his story is awaited eagerly.  It is charged that it was from him 
that Lizzie endeavored to purchase hydroqranic acid, and finally bought prussic acid. The day before the murder Mr. And Mrs. Borden 
complained of being sick, and suggested that the bread might have contained poison.  Their stomachs have also been in the possession of 
Prof. Wood, and he will tell whether or not they had contained any poison for hours before the couple were hacked to death.  If he proves that 
prussic acid entered their organs, the case will look darker for the young woman than it does at present.   


