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December 17, 2020

Tomorrow is yet another dress-up day.  It is pajama day!  It is also our last day of school before Christmas Break!  May God grant each of you peace in your lives as well as a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!  

Our annual Scholastic Book Fair is on now!!!  It will run through December 20th.  Book fair profits stay at the school and are used to purchase new books for our library and classrooms. Go to https://www.scholastic.com/bf/stedwardschool2 to take a look.  
School will resume on Tuesday, January 5th, 2021.  Report cards will be sent home on this day.  

Our next school Mass will be on Wednesday, January 6th.  The 3rd and 4th grades will be leading us.  During this Mass, Father Todd will be announcing our 2021 First Communicants and will ask for each of us to pray for them as they look forward to this very special sacrament.
Earlier this week I received a document from the Diocese of New Ulm explaining the COVID-19 Vaccine.  Below are the points from this document that pertain to families.

· Can I receive a COVID vaccination in good faith?   

Yes, for some vaccine products.  The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, in consultation with bioethicists from organizations such as the Catholic Medical Association and the National Catholic Bioethics Center, have concluded that Catholics can, in good faith, receive the vaccines developed by Pfizer and Moderna because they were not developed using cell lines that originated in the body of an aborted baby at any level of design, development, or production.1 It is the case, however, that other vaccines in development and believed to be on the fast track for approval do, in fact, use abortion-derived cell lines and, therefore, should be avoided if possible.2 It is a requirement for Catholics to receive ethically produced vaccines if possible.3

More information on ethically sound vaccines can be found at https://www.usccb.org/news/2020/us-bishop-chairmen-pro-life-and-doctrine-address-ethical-concerns-new-covid-19-vaccines.

· Do Catholics have a duty to receive a COVID-19 vaccination?   
Not necessarily. This is a prudential decision that each must make for oneself and at times for those who depend on one’s decision (for example children or those lacking decisional capacity due to mental status or disability). For a Catholic, this decision is informed by facts about vaccine origin, safety, and efficacy; one’s own risk for infection and the consequences for self and others if sickened; the severity of the illness and the public health crisis; the relative risk of side effects to the vaccine; availability; cost; and related factors. 

Although these are serious considerations, the refusal of vaccines may itself involve a degree of moral culpability, depending on the harms that are risked. One must be cautious of adopting the same logic rightly criticized in the pro-choice position: that it is my body, and my decision is a private one that is up to my own conscience. And while Catholic teaching upholds the values of autonomy and self-determination, it also understands that autonomy is not an absolute right but conditioned by the common good. 

In the current situation, with a pandemic approaching its one-year anniversary and the widespread social, economic, educational, and relational harms we have seen endured across the human family, and a significant portion of the population still at risk, accepting a safe and effective vaccine is justified as a moral good, an act of solidarity and charity, and arguably a work of mercy. 

Still, the vaccine is new and was developed in an unprecedented manner and timeframe.  It has not been tested on or approved for children, and its effects on fertility and other long term effects are unknown.  COVID-19 has not shown itself to be lethal, or even dangerous, to the overwhelming majority of the population.  Further, the most vulnerable are likely to have received a vaccine before it becomes widely available to the wider public, thus mitigating the potential harm one does to the common good by declining it. And it is likely that the necessary quotient of the population needed to reach herd immunity will choose to receive the vaccination.  Therefore, at this time, there is no general duty on the part of all persons to receive a COVID-19 vaccination.  As with flu shots, the decision to receive this particular vaccine is a prudential one in light of the considerations outlined above.  

· Can Catholic schools in the Diocese of New Ulm require its students to receive a COVID-19 vaccine in order to attend in-person learning or participate in school sponsored activities? 
No, COVID-19 vaccines are not approved for children under 16, and clinical trials of the vaccine have only just begun on children 12-15 years of age. COVID-19 vaccines may not be available for young children until more studies are completed. 

It should also be noted that Catholic schools in the Diocese of New Ulm are bound by Minnesota statues and regulations that provide parents and guardians with the option of conscientious objection from vaccines.

· Does the availability of the COVID-19 vaccine mean that the Pandemic Preparedness and Response Plans are no longer in force? 

No.   Even with a vaccine available, it will take additional time for the COVID-19 public health crisis to end. Though the FDA has authorized use of a vaccine in the United States, there is a limited supply. Not everyone will be able to be vaccinated right away. It is important for Catholic school leaders to continue following their preparedness plans to mitigate the spread of COVID-19 and keep students and staff safe.
· Where can I get more information related to the COVID-19 vaccines? 

If you have further questions, please contact your pastor or school principal. 

Both the CDC and MDH have up-to-date information about the health, safety, planned distribution, and availability of COVID-19 vaccines on their websites: 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/index.html 

https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/vaccine.html The United States Catholic Conference of Bishops has up-to-date information and considerations regarding the moral questions related to the COVID-19 vaccines.
I am also attaching a letter from Michelle Kremer, our New Ulm Diocese Director of Schools.
May God Bless,

Mrs. Garvey
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