SS8H8abcd SUMMARY:    1920s – 1930s Georgia History –The Great Depression and New Deal

SS8H8c    Discuss the impact of the political career of Eugene Talmadge.  
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SS8H8a      Describe the impact of the boll weevil and drought on Georgia. 
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RURAL ELECTRIFICATION ADMINISTRATION (REA)
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IN THE 1930s, ONLY 10% OF THE POPULATION IN RURAL AREAS HAD ELECTRICITY,
COMPARED TO 90% OF THE POPULATION IN URBAN AREAS. WHY? ELECTRIC
COMPANIES CLAIMED IT WAS TOO EXPENSIVE TO BUILD THE INFRASTRUCTURE
(TELEPHONE POLES, POWER LINES, AND POWER STATIONS) TO PROVIDE ELECTRICITY
QUTSIDE CITY LIMITS. PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT KNEW WHAT IT WAS LIKE FOR RURAL
GEORGIANS TO BE WITHOUT ELECTRICITY BECAUSE HE HAD A HOME KNOWN AS

“THE LITTLE WHITE HOUSE" IN WARM SPRINGS, GEORGIA THAT HE USED TO HELP TREAT
HIS POLIO MEDICAL CONDITION. SO, ONE OF THE NEW DEAL PROGRAMS HE CREATED
WAS THE RURAL ELECTRIFICATION ADMINISTRATION (REA), WHICH IMPROVED THE

L V/I G CONDITIONS IN RURAL AREAS OF AMERICA.
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SS8H8b   Explain economic factors that resulted in the Great Depression.






SS8H8d  Discuss the effect of the New Deal in terms of the impact of the Civilian 
 Conservation Corps, Agricultural Adjustment Act, rural electrification, and 
 Social Security. 




EUGENE TALMADGE


Eugene Talmadge was elected as governor of Georgia four times (1933-1937) and (1941-1943).   He had a very controversial political career in that he supported white supremacy in Georgia and his supporters were mostly people living in rural counties.  Because of the County Unit System that gave rural counties a huge advantage in primary elections, Eugene Talmadge was able to win his elections despite not having the popular vote.          In other words, a majority of Georgians did not vote for Talmadge, but he won the election because he received most of the Rural County Unit votes.  Rural people liked Talmadge.	�





While Eugene Talmadge was governor he opposed many of President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New Deal programs b/c he didn’t want the Federal government interfering with Georgia politics.  Sadly, many of FDR’s New Deal programs were designed to help people living in rural areas.  Talmadge also was criticized for abusing his power as governor, like when he fired university faculty members for trying to end segregation in colleges.





    


Served 3 terms as GA’s commissioner of agriculture. 


Appealed to GA’s farmers. 


The county unit system helped get him re-elected because rural votes carried more weight in the election process.

















    Talmadge opposed the FDR’s New Deal because it increased the size and control of the federal government. Talmadge believed in low taxes and limited government.

















    How can you remember Talmadge for the CRCT?

















BOLL WEEVIL


The boll weevil is a beetle insect that lays its eggs  in the boll (seed pod) of a cotton plant.  The maturing boll weevil survives by feeding off the cotton fibers inside the boll.  The impact of the boll weevil on Georgia is that it destroyed part of the cotton farmer’s crop.  This led to farmers (especially sharecroppers) not being able to make a profit, which also meant that they could not pay off their loans from banks, or their debt to landlords.  In addition, the decrease in cotton production also affected textile mills and other cotton industries.  The boll weevil killed King Cotton and in a strange way helped Georgia to diversify its agricultural economy by focusing on other crops like peanuts.





1924-1927 DROUGHT IN GEORGIA


A drought is a period of time when a region receives less than normal rainfall over an extended period of time.  In the 1920s, Georgia experience a severe drought and it was devastating to the Georgia economy.  Unlike the boll weevil which destroyed cotton, the drought affected all agricultural crops.  Many farmers lost money because their production decreased, which resulted in either less profits or losing money.  Sharecroppers were unable to pay off their debts to landowners and those who were not in debt decided to quit farming and move to the urban areas of the state and work in factories.  Georgians were suffering and the Great Depression was just beginning.





His strong personality and controversial actions angered some Georgian’s and pleased others. 


Opposed racial integration and fired 2 UGA professors for promoting racial integration in school (known as the Cocking Affair). 

















                        BOLL WEEVIL		      DROUGHT





Impacted South but mid-west most





1924-1927





Impacted  economy through agriculture and industries





Insect from Mexico





1915-1920s





Impacted economy through cotton





1920s: THE ROARING-TWENTIES


After World War I ended in 1918 the United States experience a decade of economic growth.  The assembly line process allowed for the mass production of consumer goods such as refrigerators, radios, and telephones. Businesses grew when consumers started using CREDIT to pay for the new goods and services.  In 1920, women finally had the right to vote and Americans were enjoying a period of freedoms, however, in the South, Jim Crow laws still denied African-Americans equal opportunities economically, politically, and socially.





DESCRIBE THE GREAT DEPRESSION


 1…Banks and businesses closed.


2..Farm income dropped 50%. Many farmers in GA lost their land and moved away.


3..Homeless and hungry people roamed the streets panhandling (begging for food or money).


4. Many people left the South to search for jobs in factories in the North.


5. The depression hit all classes of people.


6…1 in 4 people were unemployed.





WHAT WAS THE EFFECT OF PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT’S NEW DEAL PROGRAMS?


Civilian Conservation Corps- to put young men back to work. While living at camps, men trained and worked on projects such as building National Forests, State Parks, and Appalachian Trail.





Agricultural Adjustment Act- the gov’t paid farmers a subsidy to not plant as much of a crop so the price of the crop would rise and the farmer could make more of a profit on the higher prices.


Rural electrification- 97% of GA farms didn’t have electricity. This program offered low interest loans to companies to expand power lines to rural areas. 


Social security- an insurance for the elderly, unemployed, and disabled paid through a worker’s income tax called FICA (Federal Insurance Contribution Act).





There were many other programs in the New Deal. 
























































1..US govt takes money out of worker’s payroll check., called FICA. (Federal Income Contribution Act)


2..Money is put into a Social  Security Trust Fund.


3..When worker is 62 yrs old, worker applies for SS benefits to help pay for retirement in old age.


4..This was to help Americans with unemployment, especially for older Americans during the Great Depression.�A





In 1930’ only 10% rural populations had electricity. Electric companies said it was too expensive to build infrastructure outside of cities. President FDR wanted rural areas to have electricity so the NEW DEAL included Rural Electrification Administration which improved living conditions for the rural population.





PRESIDENT FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT AND THE NEW DEAL PROGRAMS


President Roosevelt helped the U.S. economy during the Great Depression by creating many federal government programs.  Each program was designed to fix or help different parts of the economy and certain groups of America’s population, especially the unemployed.  When people have jobs, they spend money on goods and services, which allow businesses to grow and hire more workers, which starts the cycle over with spending more money on goods and services.  The government then benefits from collecting money from income and sales taxes.





Farmers subsidizedby govt. (Govt paid farmers NOT to grow crops to create a shortage and force prices up.





cotton surplus









