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Today’s Prayer

Dear Lord, please not 
only help me to live as 
you want me to live but 
also lead me to some-
one else who needs to 
know of your grace and 
redemption. Amen.
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TODAY
Sunny

69°/56°

FRIDAY
Cloudy
75°/36°

SATURDAY
Cloudy

80°/66°

H E A LT H | A 7

NO 
VISITORS
Randolph Health 
announces 
restrictions

S P O R T S | A 3

OLYMPICS 
ON HOLD
Phelps worries about 
mental health

Sheriff  urges local 
businesses to comply
with Executive Order

By Jamie Biggs
The Courier-Tribune

ASHEBORO — While there 
were no new cases of COVID-19 
in Randolph County announced 
by Wednesday afternoon, 
confirmed cases across North 
Carolina continued to increase.

As of 10:35 a.m. Wednesday, 
the NC Department of Health 
and Human Services (NCDHHS) 

reported that there were 504 
confirmed positive cases of 
COVID-19 in North Carolina. 

At least 10,489 individuals 
have been tested. That number 
includes testing completed 
by the NC State Laboratory 
of Public Health and report-
ing hospital and commercial 
laboratories.

Randolph Public Health is also 
now advising that anyone with 
an underlying medical con-
dition that begins to develop 
symptoms should contact their 
primary care provider right 

away.
Also, Randolph County Public 

Health advises anyone who 
has traveled outside of North 
Carolina in the past 14 days to 
stay home, self-quarantine and 
self-monitor for symptoms for 
14 days after you return.

First NC COVID-19 
deaths reported

On Thursday, the NCDHHS 
a l s o  r e p o r t e d  i t s  f i r s t 

NC reports fi rst deaths from virus

The Randolph County Sheriff’s Offi ce will step up patrols to keep 
communities safe through this time of isolation and the enforce the 

By Andrew Taylor 
and Lisa Mascaro
The Associated Press

W A S H I N G T O N  — 
Senate leaders raced 
to unravel last-min-
ute snags Wednesday 
and win passage of an 
unparalleled $2 trillion 
economic rescue package 
steering aid to businesses, 
workers and health care 
systems engulfed by the 
coronavirus pandemic.

The measure is the 
largest economic relief 
bill in history, and both 
parties’ leaders were des-
perate for quick passage 
of a bill aimed at a virus 
that is costing lives and 
jobs by the hour.

T h e  p a c k a g e  i s 
intended as a weekslong 
or monthslong patch for 
an economy spiraling into 
recession or worse and a 
nation facing a grim toll 
from an infection that’s 

C O R O N AV I R U S
PA N D E M I C

Virus 
rescue bill 
snags in 
Senate

A look back at how 
RCSS transformed its 
school model in the face 
of a quickly evolving 
landscape, and what 
the future hope is

By Jamie Biggs
The Courier-Tribune

ASHEBORO — One day 

before Governor Roy Cooper 
declared that all schools 
across the state would be clos-
ing for two weeks, Randolph 
County School System (RCSS) 
staff were hard at work, 
devising a plan that would 
keep their students in school 
amid the worldwide COVID-
19 outbreak.

Staff met at 8 a.m. on 

Friday, March 13, determined 
to minimize risks to students, 
staff and parents, but also to 
find a way to keep children 
learning in classrooms.

Days before, on Tuesday, 
March 10, RCSS called off 
all out-of-state field trips. 
Before then, they’d sent a 
message to parents with 
safety tips.

Plans to go into effect at 
11:59 p.m. on Friday included
calling off any remaining 
trips, discontinuing atten-
dance incentives, cancelling 
athletics at all schools and 
putting signs outside of 
schools to limit traffic. The 
signs would direct anyone 

Restructuring how schools 
work in the age of coronavirus

Randolph County Schools Superintendent Stephen Gainey walks the empty halls of Providence Grove High School after checking in on a 
technology pickup March 24, when Chromebooks were distributed to students via drive thru service. [PAUL CHURCH / THE COURIER-TRIBUNE]
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1. When given the “gee” 
command, what’s a well-
trained horse expected to 
do?
A) Stop, B) Turn to left, C) 
Gallop, D) Turn to right

2. Washington, Eisenhower 
and Nixon all averaged 
what weight as presidents?
A) 162, B) 175, C) 184, D) 
190

3. Bob Willis, Paul Cohen 
and Jack Stapp are among 

whose Hall of Famers?
A) Baseball, B) Basketball, 
C) Country music, D) 
Sportswriters

4. Jacqueline Kennedy 
Onassis was born in 1929 
and passed away?
A) 1990, B) 1994, C) 1998, 
D) 2002

5. Which country uses the 
internet suffi x “.au”?
A) Argentina, B) Austria, C) 
Aruba, D) Australia

6. The human heart has 
how many chambers?
A) 2, B) 4, C) 6, D) 8

ANSWERS: 1. D) Turn 
to right, 2. B) 175, 3. C) 
Country music, 4. B) 1994, 
5. D) Australia, 6. B) 4
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Today is Thursday, March 
26, the 86th day of 2020. 
There are 280 days left in 
the year.

Today's Highlight in 
History:
On March 26, 1945, during 
World War II, Iwo Jima was 
fully secured by U.S. forces 
following a fi nal, desper-
ate attack by Japanese 
soldiers.

On this date:
In 1812, an earthquake dev-
astated Caracas, Venezuela, 
causing an estimated 26,000 
deaths, according to the U.S. 
Geological Survey.
In 1827, composer Ludwig 
van Beethoven died in 
Vienna.
In 1911, American play-
wright Tennessee Williams 
("The Glass Menagerie," "A 
Streetcar Named Desire," 
"Cat on a Hot Tin Roof") was 
born in Columbus, Miss.
In 1962, the U.S. Supreme 
Court, in Baker v. Carr, gave 
federal courts the power to 
order reapportionment of 
states' legislative districts.
In 1964, the musical play 
"Funny Girl," starring Barbra 
Streisand as Fanny Brice, 
opened on Broadway.
In 1979, a peace treaty was 
signed by Israeli Prime 
Minister Menachem Begin 
(men-AH'-kem BAY'-gihn) 
and Egyptian President 
Anwar Sadat and witnessed 
by President Jimmy Carter 
at the White House.
In 1982, groundbreaking 
ceremonies took place in 
Washington, D.C., for the 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial.
In 1988, Jesse Jackson 
stunned fellow Democrats 
by soundly defeating 
Michael S. Dukakis in 
Michigan's Democratic 
presidential caucuses.
In 1992, a judge in 
Indianapolis sentenced 
former heavyweight boxing 
champion Mike Tyson to six 
years in prison for raping 
a Miss Black America 
contestant. (Tyson ended up 
serving three years.)
In 1997, the bodies of 39 
members of the Heaven's 
Gate techno-religious cult 
who committed suicide 
were found inside a rented 
mansion in Rancho Santa 
Fe, California.
In 2013, Italy's top criminal 
court overturned the acquit-
tal of American Amanda 
Knox in the grisly murder of 
British roommate Meredith 
Kercher and ordered 
Knox to stand trial again. 

(Although convicted in 
absentia, Knox was exoner-
ated by the Italian Supreme 
Court in 2015.)
In 2018, a toxicology report 
obtained by The Associated 
Press revealed that the late 
pop music superstar Prince 
had levels of fentanyl in his 
body that multiple experts 
described as "exceedingly 
high."
Ten years ago: The U.S. and 
Russia sealed the fi rst major 
nuclear weapons treaty 
in nearly two decades, 
agreeing to slash the former 
Cold War rivals' warhead 
arsenals by nearly one-third. 
A South Korean warship 
exploded and sank near a 
disputed maritime border 
with North Korea, killing 46 
sailors. 
(South Korea blamed North 
Korea, which denied involve-
ment.) A truck collided with 
a van on I-65 in Kentucky, 
killing 10 Mennonites in the 
van and the truck driver. 
NBA player Gilbert Arenas 
was sentenced to 30 days in 
a halfway house for bringing 
guns into the Washington 
Wizards locker room.
Five years ago: Indiana Gov. 
Mike Pence signed a mea-
sure prohibiting state and 
local laws that "substan-
tially burden" the ability 
of people to follow their 
religious beliefs; opponents 
charged the new law could 
legalize discrimination 
against gay people.
One year ago: The House 
failed to override President 
Donald Trump's fi rst veto, 
allowing him to steer bil-
lions of extra dollars to 
construct border barri-
ers. The Senate defeated 
a motion to take up the 
Green New Deal, rejecting 
an opportunity to debate 
a comprehensive climate 
change plan offered by 
Democrats. Prosecutors in 
Chicago abruptly dropped 
all charges against Jussie 
Smollett, the "Empire" actor 
who was accused of faking 
a racist, anti-gay attack 
on himself; they said they 
still believed that Smollett 
had concocted the assault. 
(A grand jury revived the 
criminal case with new 
charges against Smollett in 
February 2020.) Rockland 
County in New York City's 
northern suburbs declared 
a state of emergency over 
a measles outbreak that 
had infected more than 150 
people; the action included 
a ban against unvaccinated 
children in public places.

T O DAY  I N  H I S T O R Y

Randolph Sheriff
Recent reports
March 12: Lucas T. 
Hancock, House Canyon 
Road, Asheboro, reported 
a fraud.
March 12: Steven P. 
Roberts, Taylor Woods 
Lane, Pleasant Garden, 
reported $200 in damage 
to a window in an out-
building at his residence.
March 12: Patricia J. 
Clark, NC 134, Asheboro, 
reported a stolen check.
March 12: Gary M. Brown, 
Old Uwharrie Road, 
Asheboro, reported the 
theft of his registration 
sticker from his 2013 
Toyota parked at his 
residence.
March 12: Kathy M. 
Ellerbe, Smoke Wood 
Road, Randleman, 
reported the theft of three 
prescription medications, 
a safe valued at $40 and 
$150 in cash.
March 12: Jereme R. 
Garner of Randolph 
Electric Membership 
Corporation reported the 
theft of $400 in power at 
a residence on Mountain 
Creek Road, Asheboro.

March 12: Cameron L. Kidd 
of NC Railroad Corporation 
reported $1,000 in damage 
to a door and the theft 
of a chain valued at $200 
from a residence on Hoots 
Hollow Road, Liberty.
Recent charges
Emilio Franco Alston: 
29 307 Roseboro Road, 
Asheboro, possession of 
stolen property, aid and 
abet a larceny, felony 
larceny.
Donnie Natawne Bowden: 
22, 168 Shady Grove 
Church Road, Staley, 
possession of drug para-
phernalia, possession of 
marijuana, two counts 
traffi cking in opium/
heroin.
James Brandon Doss: 24, 
3446 Fairview Farm Road, 
Asheboro, court/receive 
active sentence.
Melisa Dawn Harris 
Goldston: 46, 4157 
Caraway Mountain 
Road, Sophia, probation 
violation.
Tyler Scott Grindstaff: 25, 
1750 Hoover Hill Road, 
Asheboro, court/receive 
active sentence.
Christopher Roger Link: 

31, 601 Booker T. Womble 
Road, Randleman, pos-
session of marijuana, 
possession of a controlled 
substance on a jail/prison 
premises.
Donald Robert Lynch: 34, 
5821 US 64 E., Ramseur, 
possession of a fi rearm 
by a felon, possession of 
stolen property, maintain 
a vehicle/dwelling place 
for a controlled sub-
stance, possession with 
intent to manufacture/
sell/deliver marijuana, 
possession with intent to 
manufacture/sell/deliver 
a Schedule II controlled 
substance, simple pos-
session of a controlled 
substance, felony pos-
session of a controlled 
substance, traffi cking in 
methamphetamine.
Barry Scott McCann, no 
age provided, 852 Grey 
Fox Trail, Graham, court/
receive active sentence.
Dustin Howell McClure: 33, 
1588 Mountain View Drive, 
Asheboro, assault on a 
female.
Teresa Shearin Miller: 59, 
3508 Kay Drive, Trinity, 
misdemeanor larceny.

Michelle Lynn Moghazy: 
52, 1227 Browns Crossroad 
Road, Staley, second-
degree trespass, two 
counts communicating 
threats.
David Brian Moore: 60, 
2511 Old NC 49, Asheboro, 
possession of stolen 
property, three counts 
misdemeanor larceny.
Jacob Thomas Norris: 19, 
4844 Miller’s Mill Road, 
Trinity, court/receive 
active sentence.
Benjamin Michael 
Pinarich: 29, 503 York 
St., Ramseur, two counts 
court/receive active 
sentence.
Sean Ramel Tinsley: 32, 
214 W. 100 14th St., New 
York, NY, fugitive from 
justice.
Brandon Lee Wilson: 
38, 6979 Flint Hill Road, 
Sophia, court/receive 
active sentence.
James Cassidy York: 41, 
812 Iron Mountain View 
Road, Asheboro, court/
receive active sentence.
Ronald Eugene Young 
III: 36, 463 Burge Place, 
High Point, civil order for 
arrest.

L AW  L O G

visiting with symptoms 
of sickness to call instead 
of entering the school.

RCSS staff also decided 
they would cancel all 
assemblies and guest 
speakers, and limit, if not 
eliminate, lunch visits 
by parents. The plans 
they laid out that Friday 
morning were set to be 
in place until the end of 
April.

“What we were trying 
to do was to slow this 
t h i n g  d o w n , ”  R C S S 
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  D r . 
Stephen Gainey said. 
“We have a crisis build-
ing in our community, in 
our state, in our nation.”

Even having to put the 
restrictions into place 
that they planned that 
morning was disappoint-
ing for Gainey.

“One of the best fea-
t u r e s  o f  o u r  s c h o o l 
system is the support 

we get from our parents 
and our communities,” 
Gainey said, so telling 
everyone they would 
have to stay away was 
“uncomfortable.”

“But I thought maybe 
that was our best chance 
of surviving this and 
keeping school going.”

Those plans they put 
into place at midnight 
on Friday were shat-
tered when, at 4 p.m. 
the next day, Cooper 
announced that schools 
would be shutting down 
for two weeks, effective 
Monday.

“We’ve gone from 
phasing it in to all of a 
sudden, boom, we’ve 
stopped school.”

Taking care of 
the students

RCSS, suddenly faced 
with an unprecedented 
situation, was tasked 
with quickly restructur-
ing all of the plans they 
had just organized.

There were two major 
concerns that needed 

to be addressed imme-
diately: How was RCSS 
going to provide meals 
to the students who 
relied on having break-
fast and lunch at school 
each day? And how could 
RCSS continue educating 
while all of the students 
were at home?

“We had to get after 
it big time because our 
job is taking care of 
children,” Gainey said. 
“We’re charged with 
taking care of their safety 
when they’re with us. 
We’re charged with 
taking care of their learn-
ing and helping them 
have bright futures.”

On Monday, March 16, 
Gainey said staff worked 
tirelessly to develop a 
new plan of action. The 
group that had been 
working towards keep-
ing students in school 
was suddenly trying to 
figure out what school 
would look like with-
out any students in the 
classrooms.

“I really believe that 
the real leadership in 

people comes out when 
situations like this occur. 
We see it every day in 
classrooms, we see it 
every day with principals 
and our central services 
people, but, wow, you 
surely can’t miss it now,” 
he said.

B y  T u e s d a y ,  t w o 
important steps were 
taken by RCSS: 

—  A  t e c h n o l o g y 
survey, which allowed 
RCSS to know exactly 
which students had 
access to digital devices 
at home, was sent to and
completed by parents.

— Meals were served 
to children, ages 0-18, 
at four feeding sites set 
up at schools across the 
county. 

Randleman, Ramseur, 
Trinity and Southmont 
E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l s 
— the schools used as 
feeding sites — are used 
as feeding sites for stu-
d e n t s  o v e r  s u m m e r 
breaks as well. Breakfast, 
served from 8:15-9 a.m.,

GAINEY
From Page A1
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killed nearly 20,000 
people worldwide.

U n d e r s c o r i n g  t h e 
effort’s sheer magnitude, 
the bill finances a response 
with a price tag that equals 
half the size of the entire 
$4 trillion annual federal 
budget.

“A fight has arrived on 
our shores,” said Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell. “We did not 
seek it, we did not want 
it, but now we’re going to 
win it.”

“Big help, quick help, is 
on the way,” said Senate 
Minority Leader Chuck 
Schumer.

But the drive by lead-
ers to speed the bill 
through the Senate was 
slowed as four conserva-
tive Republican senators 
demanded changes, saying 
the legislation as written 
“incentivizes layoffs” and 
should be altered to ensure 

employees don’t earn 
more money if they’re 
laid off than if they’re 
working.

C o m p l i c a t i n g  t h e 
standoff, Sen. Bernie 
Sanders of Vermont, 
whose campaign for the 
Democratic presidential 
nomination has flagged, 
said he would block the bill 
unless the conservatives 
dropped their objections.

Other objections floated 
in from New York Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo, who 
has become a prominent 
Democrat on the national 
scene as the country bat-
tles the pandemic. Cuomo, 
whose state has seen more 
deaths from the pandemic 
than any other, said: “I’m 
telling you, these numbers 
don’t work.”

Democratic presiden-
tial candidate Joe Biden 
said the package “goes a 
long way.” He said it will 
require strong oversight to 
ensure the wealthy don’t 
benefit at the expense of 
workers and proposed for-
giving at least $10,000 of 
student loan debt as part 

of the federal response.
M c C o n n e l l  a n d 

Schumer hoped passage 
of the legislation in the 
Republican-led Senate 
would come by the end of 
the day. After a banner day 
on Tuesday as the pack-
age took shape, the stock 
market rallied even more 
on Wednesday.

Senate passage would 
leave final congressio-
nal approval up to the 
Democratic-controlled 
House. Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi, D-Calif., said the 
bipartisan agreement 
“takes us a long way 
down the road in meeting 
the needs of the American 
people” but she stopped 
short of fully endorsing it.

“House Democrats will 
now review the final pro-
visions and legislative text 
of the agreement to deter-
mine a course of action,” 
she said.

House members are 
scattered around the 
country and the timetable 
for votes in that chamber 
is unclear.

House Democratic and 

Republican leaders have 
hoped to clear the mea-
sure for President Donald 
Trump’s signature by a 
voice vote without having 
to call lawmakers back to 
Washington. But that may 
prove challenging, as the 
bill is sure to be opposed 
by some conservatives 
upset at its cost and scope. 
Ardent liberals were rest-
less as well.

White House aide Eric 
Ueland announced the 
agreement in a Capitol 
hallway Wednesday, 
shortly after midnight, 
capping days of often 
intense haggling and 
mounting pressure. The 
wording of some final 
pieces of the agreement 
need to be completed.

T h e  s p r a w l i n g , 
500-page-plus measure 
is the third coronavirus 
response bill produced 
by Congress and by far 
the largest. It builds on 
efforts focused on vac-
cines and emergency 
response, sick and family 
medical leave for work-
ers, and food aid.

BILL
From Page A1
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OBITUARIES

Obit notice

In addition to our regular 
death notice, The Courier-
Tribune offers a paid 
obituary for customers 
who want to include more 
information. Contact your 
funeral home for more 
details.

Virginia Lambeth Craft

ASHEBORO — 
Virginia Craft, 90, for-

merly of 
Asheboro, 
N.C., 
passed 
away 
Monday, 
March 23, 
2020, at 
home in 

Orange County, N.C.
Mrs. Craft was born 

Oct. 30, 1929, in the 
Cedar Grove com-
munity of Randolph 
County, N.C.

She graduated from 
Farmer School in 1947.

She was a devoted wife 
and homemaker. Her life 
revolved around meeting 
the needs of her family. 

She worked at Bossong 
Hosiery Mill and B.C. 
Moore Department 
Store in Asheboro.

She is survived by 
daughters, Phyllis 
Segersin (Mike) and 
Jane Mills (Walter); 
and grandsons, 
Robin Stackpole 
(Cari) and Stephen 
Mills (Elizabeth). 
She was looking 
forward to a great-
grandson, Matthew 
Mills, due in May.

She was preceded 
in death by husband, 
Stephen Harold Craft 
Sr.; son, Stephen Craft 
Jr.; father, Thomas 
Jefferson Lambeth; 
mother, Celia Jane 
Walker Lambeth;  and 
brothers and sisters, 
Robert Scott Lambeth, 
Guy T. Lambeth, John 
Albert Lambeth, Mary 
Eva Lambeth (Lanier), 
Mozelle N. Lambeth 
(Clark), Harvey 
Lambeth, Benjamin F 
Lambeth and Ruth Marie 
Lambeth (Cooper).

A private fam-
ily graveside service 

will be held in Siler 
City, N.C., with 
Bishop Johnny Godair 
of First Pentecostal 
Church in Durham, 
N.C., officiating.

The family is under 
the care of Walker’s 
Funeral Home in 
Hillsborough, N.C.

Rachel Garbee

ALEXANDRIA, 
Va. — Rachel Loflin 
Garbee, 91, formerly 
of Denton, N.C., died 
Sunday, March 22, 
2020, at Hermitage 
Assisted Living Facility, 
Alexandria, Va.

Briggs Funeral Home, 
Denton, is in charge 
of arrangements.

Ann Bennett Powers

BENNETT — Ann 
Bennett Powers, 74, of 
Bennett died Tuesday, 
March 24, 2020, at 
SECU Jim & Betsy Bryan 
Hospice Home of UNC 
Health Care, Pittsboro.

Loflin Funeral Home 
& Cremation Service, 

Ramseur, is in charge 
of arrangements.

Donald ‘Gary’ Lampley

ROCKINGHAM — 
Donald “Gary” Lampley, 
77, died Tuesday, March 
24, 2020, at Moore 
Regional Hospital.

Midstate Cremation 
& Funeral Service is in 
charge of arrangements.

Carl J. Laughlin

RANDLEMAN — 
Carl Junior Laughlin, 
83, of Randleman died 
Monday, March 23, 
2020, at his residence.

Loflin Funeral Home 
& Cremation Service, 
Ramseur, is in charge 
of arrangements.

Leamon Wayne Davis

THOMASVILLE — 
Leamon Wayne Davis, 
56, died Saturday, March 
14, 2020, at High Point 
Regional Medical Center.

Midstate Cremation 
& Funeral Service is in 
charge of arrangements.

Geneva Jarrell Brown

ASHEBORO — Geneva 
Elizabeth Stout Jarrell 

Brown, 
92, of 
Asheboro 
passed 
away 
Wed-
nesday, 
March 25, 
2020.

Geneva was born 
on July 18, 1927, in 
Randolph County to the 
late Clifford Stout and 
Della Cox Stout. She 
retired from Kaiser-
Roth. She was found-
ing member of Foster 
Street Wesleyan Church 
and a current member
of Rushwood Church. 
She taught Sunday 
School for 24 years. 
Geneva also enjoyed 
drawing and painting.

In addition to her 
parents, Geneva was 
preceded in death by 
first husband, Alvin 
Jarrell; second husband, 
Cleo Brown; two broth-
ers; and two sisters.

She is survived 

by daughters, Hilda 
Hartshorn and husband 
Robert of Asheboro and 
Glenda Little and hus-
band Roger of Seagrove; 
son, Maxton Jarrell and 
wife Kyong of Newport 
News, Va.; sister, Golda 
Burris of Ramseur; 
brother, Ondra Stout of 
Ramseur; grandchildren, 
Melodi Miller, Bryan 
Garner and wife Stacey, 
Jonathan Garner and 
wife Candice, Scot Little 
and wife Tracy, Chrissy 
Neelon and husband 
Chris, Suzanne Bryant 
and husband Jonathan 
and Margeaux Neff and 
husband Manny; and 18 
great-grandchildren.

Due to restrictions on 
group gatherings, the 
service will be private.

Memorials may be 
made to the American 
Cancer Society, 4-A 
Oak Branch Drive, 
Greensboro, NC 27407; or 
since Geneva loved flow-
ers, send flowers to some-
one special in your life.

Condolences may be 
made at www.ridge-
funeralhome.com.

Craft

Brown

COVID-19 associated 
deaths.

According to a press 
release from the gover-
nor’s office, a person from 
Cabarrus County died on 
March 24 from complica-
tions associated with the 
virus. The patient was in 
the late 70s and had sev-
eral underlying medical 
conditions. 

A second person aged 
in the 60s, who was 
from Virginia traveling 
through North Carolina, 
also died from COVID-19 
complications.

To protect the fami-
lies’ privacy, no further 
information about those 
patients will be released.

Governor Roy Cooper 
extended sympathies to 
the families and loved 
ones of the two patients 
and called the deaths a 
“stark warning” that for 
some, COVID-19 is a seri-
ous illness.

“All of us must do our 
part to stop the spread by 
staying at home as much 
as possible and practic-
ing social distancing,” 
Cooper said.

NC State Treasurer 
diagnosed with 
COVID-19

NC State Treasurer 
Dale Folwell released a 
statement Wednesday 
afternoon, revealing he 
has tested positive for the 

new coronavirus.
According to the state-

m e n t ,  w h a t  F o l w e l l 
suspected was a seasonal 
reaction to spring pollen 
led to a consultation with 
a physician. Folwell was 
tested on Monday, March 
23, and was informed late 
Tuesday night that he 
tested positive.

“I have quarantined 
myself and will follow 
the advice of my phy-
sician as to when I will 
be medically cleared to 
return to the office,” 
Folwell said. “The staff at 
the Department of State 
Treasurer has been noti-
fied and, starting today, 
only those absolutely 
necessary for continuing 
business services will be 
in our building.”

Sheriff  urges 
businesses, citizens 
to comply

Following Cooper’s 
Executive Order to close 
all entertainment and 
personal care/groom-
ing businesses, Randolph 
County Sheriff  Greg 
Seabolt released a state-
m e n t ,  e n c o u r a g i n g 
businesses to comply. 

Seabolt said the order 
will be enforced by the 
sheriff’s office and that 
those who fail to comply 
with the order may be 
subject to prosecution.

His statement, which 
can be read below, was 
r e l e a s e d  W e d n e s d a y 
morning:

"I have reallocated 
manpower to increase 

patrol efforts for the 
protection of our neigh-
borhoods and businesses 
against potential civil 
unrest, as well as to 
enforce the Governor’s 
Executive Order. 

“ R a n d o l p h  C o u n t y 
citizens must take this 
situation seriously and 
comply with the recom-
mendations to stay home 
and isolate in order to 
mitigate the transmis-
sion of COVID-19 and 
ensure that our medi-
cal resources do not 
become overwhelmed. 
It is our responsibility 
as a community to pro-
tect our most vulnerable 
citizens from this virus. 
By cooperating with the 
Governor’s Executive 
Order, we as a community 
can combat the pandemic. 

“There have already 
been three confirmed 
cases of COVID-19 in 
Randolph County, which 
is three too many.  I am 
committed to making 
every effort to comply 
with all recommenda-
tions made by the North 
Carolina Department 
of Health and Human 
Services,  Center for 
Disease Control  and 
our local Public Health 
Department to ensure my 
office does not contribute 
to the spread of this virus 
while continuing to pro-
vide all essential services 
to the county. 

“I humbly ask that 
every business owner in 
Randolph County also do 
their part by complying 
with the order. Violations 

of these orders issued by 
the Governor are pur-
suant to NC Gen. Stat. 
166A-19.30 and may be 
subject to prosecution 
pursuant to NC Gen. 
Stat. 166A-19.30(d) and 
are punishable as a Class 
2 misdemeanor in accor-
dance with NC Gen. Stat. 
14-288.20A.

“I believe that God 
allows us to travel through 
valleys to strengthen 
us and those valleys are 
always temporary.  With 
everyone’s cooperation, 
we will make it through 
this valley together as a 
community and stronger 
than before.”

Some Asheboro busi-
nesses included in the 
Executive Order had 
decided on their own to 
temporarily shut down 
prior to the governor’s 
announcement. 

T h e  R a n d o l p h -
A s h e b o r o  Y M C A 
and Planet Fitness of 
Asheboro closed last week 
in an attempt to slow the 
COVID-19 spread, despite 
their not being an order to 
close until the governor’s 
most recent order.

Planet Fitness posted 
the following message to 
its Facebook page after 
making the decision on 
March 17 to temporarily 
shut down: 

“Out of an abundance 
of caution, this Planet 
Fitness will be temporarily 
closed effective Tuesday, 
March 17th. We recognize 
that you were recently 
billed for your monthly 
dues and we will credit 

your payment for our 
closed days on your next 
monthly bill upon reopen-
ing. We will continue to 
monitor the situation 
closely and will reopen as 
soon as permitted.

“And don’t forget, 
tune-in to our daily 
Facebook Live for FREE 
at-home workouts for 
anyone and everyone. Get 
moving with our trainers 
and even some surprise 
celebrity guests for a 20 
minute or less workout 
because we know to stay 
healthy, we need to stay 
active. No equipment 
needed!“

T h e  R a n d o l p h -
Asheboro YMCA, like 
Planet Fitness, is also 
offering online workouts 
and classes during the 
closure. 

Number of Chatham 
cases rise

As three additional 
Chatham County resi-
dents tested positive 
for COVID-19, bring-
ing the county’s total to 
six, Chatham County 
Public Health Director 
Layton Long is strongly 
advising residents to act 
with urgency to slow 
the spread of the new 
coronavirus.

In a statement, she 
said the health depart-
ment expects the number 
of confirmed cases to 
increase. 

The Chatham County
Public Health Department 
was notified of the posi-
tive tests on March 24 by 

the NCDHHS.

Medicare help 
available via RSAA

While the Randolph 
Senior Adults Association 
is closed to walk-in traffic 
during the COVID-19 out-
break, the Seniors’ Health 
Insurance Information 
Program (SHIIP) is avail-
able by phone to aide 
seniors with Medicare 
needs. 

SHIIP Coordinators are 
able to assist those eligi-
ble to apply for Medicare 
Savings Programs to help 
lower their medication 
and premium costs, or 
help when issues arise. 
This is important because 
Medicare beneficiaries 
have various enrollment 
periods to enroll in a 
plan for the first time, or 
change their current plans.

For Medicare assis-
tance, call  Randolph 
C o u n t y  S H I I P 
Coordinators Margie 
DiDona or Lisa Alley at 
336-625-3389, extensions 
235 or 237.

Visitor Centers 
closure extended

Based on the projec-
tions of the continued 
impact the virus is having, 
R a n d o l p h  C o u n t y 
Tourism Development 
Commission Chair David 
Caughron has extended 
the time period that the 
Interstate-73⁄74 Visitor 
Centers in Seagrove 
will be closed through 
Wednesday, April 15.

VIRUS
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and lunch, served from 11 
a.m.-12:30 p.m., were
passed out on Tuesday.
Just three days after RCSS 
learned students would no 
longer be in there schools, 
they had found a way to 
keep them fed.

But what about the 
families that couldn’t 
make it to one of the feed-
ing sites? On Wednesday, 
March 18, RCSS entered 
into its next phase of 
making sure children con-
tinued to be fed each day. 

In addition to the four 
f e e d i n g  s i t e s ,  R C S S 
began delivering meals 
to students.

“We put a phone mes-
sage out on the 17th, 
saying starting tomorrow, 
we were delivering meals 
to 15 key bus stops,” 
Gainey said. 

At those 15 stops, yellow 
buses drop off lunches 
each day for any children 
in Randolph County, ages 
0-18. They don’t have
to be RCSS students to 
receive a meal.

In an effort to reach 
more children, RCSS 
opened five more feed-
ing sites on Monday, 
March 23, at Archdale, 
Franklinville, Liberty, 
Seagrove and Tabernacle 
Elementary Schools. 

“We’ve also gone from 
15 to 17 bus stop where 
we’re delivering meals,” 
Gainey said

As of Tuesday, March 
24, more than 12,000 
meals had been sup-
plied to children across 
Randolph County. 

Transitioning to 
at-home learning

Major steps have also 
been taken to keep stu-
dents learning during the 
school closure. 

Following the technol-
ogy survery last Tuesday, 
on Thursday, March 19, 
there was a countywide 
academic material distri-
bution event that lasted 
from 6:30 a.m.-7:30 p.m. 
at all RCSS schools. 

“We had teachers pre-
pare packets with three 
weeks’ worth of work,” 
Gainey said. “Every child 
had a packet.”

Since then, RCSS has 
also taken steps to get 
Chromebooks to all of the 
students who indicated 
they did not have digital 
devices to use at home.

On Tuesday, March 
24, technology distribu-
tion events took place 
at several high schools 
across the county. More 
w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e  a s 
R C S S  w o r k s  t o  g e t 
Chromebooks into the 
hands of all of the stu-
dents who need them 
across Randolph County.

“Moving forward, once 
we get the Chromebooks 
out, we’ll have some 
combination of online 
and hard copy printed 
materials,” Gainey said. 
“We’ve continued to be a 
school system that didn’t 
go completely online. 
That’s going to help us 
through this.”

T h e  n e e d  f o r 
Chromebooks became 
e v e n  m o r e  a p p a r e n t 
when, on Monday, March 
23, Cooper announced 
t h a t  s c h o o l s  w o u l d 
remain closed until at 
least May 15, much longer 
than the initial two week 
closure.

Looking ahead

While Gainey admits 
there have been bumps 
in the road as they try to 
reinvent what school looks 
like for their students and 
staff, he’s proud of how 
everyone has adapted. 

“When you start looking 
at 31 schools without chil-
dren in them, it’s a pretty 
unusual feeling,” he said. 
“It doesn’t feel real good.”

When students came 
to pick up instructional 
materials  last  week, 
Gainey said watching 
the children and teach-
ers interact with smiling 
faces reinforced what he’s 
always believed: That the 
relationship between kids 
and staff is unbelievably 
strong. 

It’s a relationship he 
doubts can be replicated 
anywhere other than the 
public school system 
arena.

He noted that it’s been 
a stressful transition for 
students, but also for their 
parents.

“There’s a lot of stress 
on parents, too, and we 
can’t overlook that. They 
don’t know what’s next 

anymore than we do,” 
Gainey said. “We have 
relationships with our 
parents, too. We’re going 
to miss the parents. 

“This is a people busi-
ness and we’ve taken 
two of those groups off of 
campuses overnight — the 
students and parents.”

Until students are per-
mitted back in schools, 
Gainey said that RCSS 
will continue to push for-
ward, providing materials 
for students, whether it be 
digitally or in print form.

He’s holding out hope 
that students will return 
to classrooms during the 
2019-20 school year. 

“My plan is that we’re 
going to come back to 
school some time,” he 
said. “Until someone tells 
me differently, I’m going 
to keep hoping that at 
some point, we can get 
back in school.”

He said, at this point, 

he’ll continue to plan on 
attending graduation cer-
emonies on June 9. 

Granted, Gainey knows 
there might be some deci-
sions that he and RCSS 
can’t control.
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OPEN 11 AM - 9 PM

818 E. Dixie Dr. 336-633-1234

THURSDAY  
ALL DAY SPECIALS!

Chopped Steak w/Salad .........7.89

Lg. Flounder/Shrimp ............8.99

Lg. Chicken Breast w/Salad ...9.25

SUPER COMBOS
LUNCHTIME $7.89
DINNERTIME $8.99

Blue Plate Special 11AM - 4 PM

BABY FLOUNDER

www.americasroadhouse.com

OPEN 11 AM - 8 PM
2361 N. Fayetteville St.

Dine In - 80 Seats or To Go

336-610-1234

$6.19
MARCH SPECIAL

LUNCH 11am - 4pm

10 oz. Ribeye & Fried Jumbo Shrimp 
served with salad, toast,
& potato choice.

Chicken Alfredo & Tea. $6.49

$18.99
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