NEW MILFORD BOARD OF EDUCATION

New Milford Public Schools
50 Kast Street
New Milford, Connecticut 06776

COMMITTEE ON LEARNING
MEETING NOTICE

September 17, 2013
7:30 PM
Lillis Administration Building — Room 2

AGENDA

New Milford Public Schools Mission Statement -+

The mission of the New Milford Public Schools, a collaborative partnership of sttiiieuts, educators,
family, and community is to prepare each and every student to compete and excel in an ever-
changing world, embrace challenges with vigor, respect and appreciate the worth of every human
being, and contribute to society by providing effective instruction and dynamic curriculum, offering a
wide range of valuable experiences, and inspiring students to pursue their dreams and aspirations,

1. CALL TO ORDER

2. PUBLIC COMMENT

The Boatd welcomes public participation and asks that speakers please limit their comments to three
minutes, Speakers may offer objective comments of school operations and programs that concern
them. The Board will not permit any expression of personal complaints or defamatory comments
about Board of Educations personnel and students, nor against any person connected with the New

Milford Public School System.

3. DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION
A. Review and approval of curriculum;
1. Grade 7 Art
2. History through Film

4. ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND DISCUSSION
. Testing Overview
. Parent Survey Data
. Overview of Fall Professional Development
. CCSS8 Overview
. NEASC Update

5. ADJOURN

Sub-Committee Members:  Mr. David Lawson, Chairperson
My. David Shaffer
Mours, Daniele Shook
Vacancy

Alternate: Mus. Lynette Celli Rigdon
Mr. William Wellman

Ms. Eileen Cooper
Mr, Michael Abraham

Mr, Joshua Smith
Mr, Joshua Smith
M. Joshua Smith
Mr. Joshua Smith
Mr. Joshua Smith




The Committee on Learning curriculum
can be previewed in the
Office of the Assistant Superintendent
Lillis Administration Building — Room #6.

Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. —4:00 p.m.




Direcior

JANET D, ALLISON
direct Ene (781) 4257718
jalison@neasc.org

Execufive Assistant fo the Direclor
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SIC
Founded in 1885
NEW ENGLAND ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOLS & COLLEGES, INC.

COMMISSION ON PUBLIC SCHOOLS
COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SECONDARY SCHOOLS

Depuly Direclor
GEORGE H. EDWARDS
direct line (781) 425-7735
gedwards@neasc.org

Assoclale Direclor

DONNA M, SPENCER-WILSON EDWARD J. GAUAGHER, HI
direct ine (781) 425-7719 direct ine (781) 425-7722

dspencerwilon@neasc.org egatiagher@neasc.org

Assoclate Direclor

August 22, 2013 ALYSON M. GEARY

direct ine (781) 425-7736
ageory@neasc.crg

Greg P. Shugrue
Principal

New Milford High School
388 Danbury Road

New Milford, CT 06776

Dear Mr. Shugrue:

The school's application for its decennial accreditation visit has been processed, and we have
scheduled New Milford High School for a visiting committee on May 3, 2015 through

May 6, 2015.

The Committee requires schools preparing for an on-site accreditation visit to invite a
Committee staff member to the school at the commencement of the self-study. George H.
Edwards, Deputy Director, is the Committee staff member assigned to New Milford High
School, Please contact George to arrange a mutually convenient date for a staff visit at no
expense to your school. The professional staff person will schedule school visits in late
September 2013 through Spring 2014, depending on each school's self-study timeline,
Generally, visits for schools hosting committess in Spring 2015 will be scheduled prior to visits
for schools with committees in Fall 2015,

The Standards for Accreditation have been refined including an emphasis on the relationship
between the school's 21* century leaming expectations articulated in the school’s core value and
beliefs and the school’s curriculum, instructional practices and assessment processes. When he
visits your school, he will want to meet with the steering committee for an hour to discuss in
detail the Standards and self-study requirements, meet with the chairs/co-chairs of the seven
Standards Committees for an hour, and meet with the entire professional staff for approximately
forty-five minutes, In preparation for the visit, members of the steering committee should
familiarize themselves with the Accreditation Handbook, the professional staff should review the
Standards for Accreditation, and the chairs/co-chairs of the Standards Committees should review
the Self-Study Guides. In addition, George will discuss strategies for the school to use in
aligning the work related to the federal/state mandates into the school’s self-study.

3 BURLINGTON WOODS DRIVE, SUITE 100, BURLINGTON, MA 01803-4514 | TOLL FREE 1-855-886-3272 | TEL: 781-425-7700 | FAX: 781-425-1001

hitp://cpss.neasc.org




Greg P. Shugrue
August 22, 2013
Page Two

During the self-study, schools commit some faculty meeting time and in-service time to the
process, but additional time may be required. Although it is required that the school
administration, faculty and support staff be directly involved in the self-study, there are a number
of appropriate ways in which the local governing body, students, parents and community
members should contribute as outlined in the Accreditation Handbook.

The newly revised Acereditation Handbook for 2015 schools and an Accreditation Packet will be
mailed the week of September 9, 2013. If we can be of any further assistance, please let us

know, :

gt 1D. Allison

Enclosure

ce: Jean Ann Paddyfote, Superintendent, New Milford Public Schools
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New Milford Board of Education

Committee on Learning Minutes L N
September 17, 2013 AR
Lillis Administration Building, Room 2 jl’ }1
: s .
Present: Mr. David A. Lawson, Chairperson _ €. 2
Mrs. Angela C. Chastain bl o
Mr, David R. Shaffer - i
Mrs. Daniele Shook ]

Also Present:  Dr. JeanAnn C, Paddyfote, Superintendent of Schools
Mr. Joshua Smith, Assistant Superintendent of Schools
Ms. Ellamae Baldelli, Director of Human Resources
Ms. Roberta Pratt, Director of Technology
Dr. Eileen Cooper, Teacher, District-wide
Mr. Michael Abraham, Teacher, New Milford High School

Call to Order

The meeting of the New Milford Board of Education
Committee on Learning was called to order at

7:30 p.m. by Mr. Lawson, Mr, Lawson welcomed Mrs.
Chastain as a new member of the Committee.

Call to Ordér

Public Comment Public Comment

e None

Discussion and Possible Action Discussion and Possible Action

Review and Approval of curriculum: Review and Approval of

curriculums:

e Mr. Lawson said the Committee would hear
overviews of two curricula this evening as well

as continue ongoing discussions of many
initiatives.

1. | Grade 7 Art | Grade 7 Art

o Dr. Cooper gave highlights of this curriculum,
She said her research was on two and three
dimensional thinking and that she was an artist.
She consulted with the seventh grade teachers
for input as well and incorporated some highly
effective lessons that the teachers presently do.
Dr. Cooper highlighted two of the lessons: coat
of arms and Japanese stilt houses as examples
of lessons that utilize many skills. The




New Milford Board of Education
Committee on Learning Minutes
September 17, 2013

Lillis Administration Building, Room 2

Page 2

culmination of the course is to have the student
participate as an art critic in an art auction
simulation. This incorporates higher level
analytical and visual thinking skills.

M. Shaffer said he found the curriculum very
creative and asked if there was a state or
national outline guiding it. Dr. Cooper said the
state does have some guidelines but that there
is also a degree of flexibility.

Mrs. Shook said she enjoyed reading the
cutriculum and would love to take the class.
She appreciated the tie in of different
disciplines.

Dr. Cooper said she gave the teachers
additional resources to supplement the
curriculum,

Mr. Shaffer asked about how much the
assessment stressed effort over quality since
not every student is a talented artist, Dr.
Cooper said assessment did view effort as an
important factor, _

Mr. Smith referred to page 9 which lists
essential questions. These questions are not
performance based but a demonstration of
concepts.

2. | History through Film

Mz, Abraham gave highlights of this
curriculum. He has been teaching the course
for three years though it has been offered
longer. Mr. Holmes, the co-author, has taught it
longer. Mr. Abraham says he enjoys teaching
this elective course of mostly seniors. He says
it tends to be a heterogeneous group and the
class has a college course feel, They show
approximately eight films over the 20 week
course. Students use the general topic of the
film to broaden the study to other source work.
M. Shaffer asked how the films are chosen and
how many sections there are, Mr. Abraham
said the course is designed around themes or
genres and the teacher has flexibility within
that to choose films. He said there are five or
six sections per year.

History through Film
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e Mrs, Chastain said she was curious about the
gender makeup of the class. Mr. Abraham said
it tends towards more males but is a cross
section of levels.

Mrs. Shook moved to bring the following curricula
to the full Board for approval: Grade 7 Art and
History through Film, seconded by Mr. Shaffer and
passed unanimously.

Motion made and passed
unanimously to bring the following
curricula to the full Board for
approval: Grade 7 Art and History
through Film,

Items for Information and Discussion

¢ Mr. Smith said before he addressed the items
for information he wanted to answer a question
asked at the Policy Committee meeting
regarding the definition of an adult education
credit. He said it required 48 hours of
instruction. He then distributed a handout
regarding the items of information.

Testing Overview

e Mr. Smith said the decrease in CMT scores had
been discussed state-wide and were not a
surprise as the state is transitioning to common
core state standards. New Milford is in the
process of retooling its Math program and we
added a Math coach over the summer to help
with teacher instruction. The Reading scores
increased which Mr. Smith said shows the
curriculum investments we have made in this
area are paying off and that we are moving in
the right direction. In the arca of Writing, most
districts went down as they had stopped
teaching to writing prompts during the
{ransition to the new standards. The district will
not be taking the CMT this year coming. The
SBAC will be the test instead.

¢ Mr. Shaffer asked when the district was giving
the SBAC and to what grades. Mr. Smith said it
is a computer based adaptive test that would be
given to grades 3-8 and grade 11 during a
testing window in the March — May timeframe.

¢ Mr Lawson asked about the students who take
the test early in the window who would not

Items for Information and
Discussion

Testing Overview
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have had a full year to complete the material.
Mr. Smith said there were many questions not
answered yet with this transition. '

e Mrs. Shook asked if the SBAC would provide
individual student assessments and Mr. Smith
said not at this time which is why the district is
doing MAP testing as well. MAP provides
individual student results,

e Mz Smith also gave an update on CAPT
scores, SAT results and AP results, He said the
initiative at the high school is to encourage
more students to take AP classes and to offer a
greater range of classes, Last year had the
highest participation rate ever for New Milford
High School students. Mr. Smith said typically
a score of 3 or above would give the student
college credit. He stated that students receiving
a score of 1 should be a red flag to examine
how instruction is taking place.

e Mors. Chastain said she would like to see data
on the number of students in the class vs. the
number who took the test. She would also be
curious as to the reason of non-test takers,

e M. Lawson said he would like to see that data
too since the students GPA is weighted for the
class whether they take the test or not. He said
lower scores are one of the perils of open
enrollment,

e Mr, Lawson noted that the SAT data did not
include the writing results. Mr, Smith said he
would provide that,

B. Parent Survey Data Parent Survey Data

¢ Mr. Smith said all schools now have the parent
sutvey data from last May and are using the
data as part of their school climate goals. He
reviewed some of the district-wide results with
the Committee using the survey company’s
interactive website. New Milford had a 40%
response rate, the highest in Connecticut and
across the country for this company. In general,
the results were 85 % or more favorable. As an
administrative team, they have started talking
about what can be done to make them even
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higher. This year the plan is to survey before
spring break. Mr. Smith said for some
questions there was a significant response of “I
don’t know” and that perhaps the district needs
to communicate better in those areas. M.
Smith said he is talking to the survey company
about getting comparison data to other disiricts.
He also is focusing on how to present the
results to parents.

Mr., Lawson asked about staff survey results,
saying he thought it would be helpful for the
Board to know the climate of the schaols from
a staff perspective, Mr, Smith said the results
had been presented to the staff and he would
look into the best way to share the information
with the Board.

Mis. Shook asked what factor the survey
information had in SEED. Mr. Smith said it has
a direct effect on principal evaluation and an
indirect effect on teacher evaluation.

Overview of Fall Professional Development

Mr. Smith said the August professional
development days focused on assessment,
instruction and evaluation in regards to SEED
and the CCSS.

CCSS Overview

Mr. Smith said the State Department of
Education had distributed information on the
common core state standards which will be
shared at the K-6 Curriculum Nights, They
have also expanded the resources on their
website in this area. The National PTA website
is also a great source of information for parents
on the CCSS.

Mr. Shaffer asked if the standards would still
teach memorization of math facts or did
calculator use take the place of that, Mr, Smith
said the new standards stress mental math vs.
memorization. It is all about the concept to get
to the fact. He said these standards are more
rigorous than previous state standards and

Overview of Fall Professional
Development

CCSS Overview
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would be a big shift from how parents were
taught, .

Mr. Lawson asked if there was an emphasis on
vocabulary with the new math standards, Mr.
Smith said literacy was extremely important
which is a good thing for New Milford as we
are ahead in that area.

Mr, Shaffer said that as a Math educator of 45
years he is unhappy with the AP Calculus and
SAT Math score results, He believes there is a
correlation between the scores and the
discontinuation of the SAT Prep class at the
high school as well as the block schedule, M.
Smith said there were many other high schools
with block schedules who are doing fine.

NEASC Update

-]

Mr. Smith said the high school had received a
letter from NEASC scheduling their ten year
accreditation visit for May 3-6, 2015.

Mr. Lawson asked if NEASC was a state
requirement and Mr. Smith said not that he
could find but that he also did not find one
school that was not NEASC accredited.

Mrs. Chastain asked what NEASC stood for
and if other areas of the country did something
similar. Mr. Smith said it is the New England
Association of Schools and Colleges and that
most regions had a similar certifying body.
Mr. Lawson said it was voluntary in New
York.

NEASC Update

Adjourn

Murs. Shook moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:16
p-nt. seconded by Mr. Shaffer and passed
unanimously,

Adjourn

Motion made and passed
unanimously to adjourn the
meeting at 9:16 p.m.

David Lawson, Chairperson
Commiftee on Learning




