


The Central Message 

is the lesson that you 

can learn from the 

story! 
The central message 
can also be called…

the lesson
the moral of the story

the story’s theme



The author uses characters’ words and actions 
to show the readers what the lesson is.

The message is usually NOT 
stated by the author, but we 
can use the clues in the text 

and our background 
knowledge to help us figure 

out what the lesson is.



There once was a boy who kept 
sheep not far from the village. He 
would often   become bored and to 
amuse himself he would call out,
       "Wolf! Wolf," although there was 
no wolf about. 
   The villagers would stop what they 
were doing and run to save the 
sheep from the   wolf's jaw. Once 
they arrived at the pasture, the boy 
just laughed. The naughty   boy 
played this joke over and over until 
the villagers tired of him.
    One day while the boy was 
watching the sheep, a wolf did come 
into the   fold. The boy cried and 
cried,
  "Wolf! Wolf!”
     No one came. The wolf had a 
feast of sheep that day.

There once was a boy who kept sheep 
not far from the village. He would often   
become bored and to amuse himself he 
would call out,  "Wolf! Wolf," although 
there was no wolf about. 
   The villagers would stop what they 
were doing and run to save the sheep 
from the wolf's jaw. Once they arrived at 
the pasture, the boy just laughed. The 
naughty boy played this joke over and 
over until the villagers tired of him.
    One day while the boy was watching 
the sheep, a wolf did come into the fold. 
The boy cried and cried,
  "Wolf! Wolf!”
     No one came. The wolf had a feast of 
sheep that day.

Let’s Practice! 

What was the 
moral or lesson of 

this fable?



Sometimes the movies we watch can have central 
messages! 

Listen to your 
heart and follow 

it wherever it 
may take you. 

Face your fears.

Don’t be afraid 
to work with 

someone who is 
different from 

you.  They might 
become your 
best friend. 

Kindness 
brings the 

best rewards! 

It's what is on 
the inside that 

counts.

Your true 
friends will be 
there for you 

through 
difficult times. 



Very often, the books and stories we read have 
central messages! 

The tree 
taught us:  

Giving is much 
better than 
receiving. 

Ping taught us:  

Even when it is 
hard, it is best 
to tell the truth.

Look for what the characters 
teach you today! 

Lucy taught us:  

You must have 
courage to be your 

unique self. 

Always choose 
kindness over 

revenge. 

Today’s read 
aloud.



With today’s read aloud, try these things: 
-Use what you learn about characters and events in the story to determine 
the central message or moral.

-Retell or recount the events in the story from beginning to the end, in 
order.

-To stay focused, the reader should ask: ‘What is the story mostly about?”

-To determine the central message or moral, readers may have to infer.







When you take the time 
to notice a character’s 
feelings, actions, and 
thoughts… you can 

figure out who they are! 

You can use the clues in 
the text and your 

background knowledge 
to INFER. 

You can use character 
trait words to describe 

them! 



-Ask yourself: 
Why does the character 

act that way?

How do the characters 
impact the events in the 

story?

What does that tell me 
about who my character 

is as a person?



In today’s read aloud, Enemy Pie, notice the 
characters! See if you can figure them out! 

Dad

Jeremy 
Ross The 

narrator

What unique character traits do they possess?



You can figure out the central message of a story by 
looking at the key details around the main character…

-What is the narrator like?

-What does the narrator want?

-What happens to the narrator in the end?

-Why does this happen to the narrator?

-What does the narrator learn from what happens?



What is the central message of Enemy Pie?

-What is the narrator like?
He is excited at the beginning, eager in the middle, and happy in 
the end.

-What does the narrator want?
He wants to get rid of his enemy, Jeremy Ross.

-What happens to the narrator in the end?
He becomes friends with Jeremy and doesn’t want him to eat 
enemy pie. 

-Why does this happen to the narrator?
He spends a whole day with Jeremy and they become friends. 

-What does the narrator learn from what happens?
The narrator learns that by being nice to someone, especially an 
enemy, can help create a friendship. 



So the central message is....

Be kind to others!


