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TODAY
Mostly cloudy

47°/29°

FRIDAY
Sunny

45°/26°

SATURDAY
Mostly cloudy

49°/33°

By Michael Balsamo 
and Jonathan Lemire
The Associated Press

W A S H I N G T O N  — 
President Donald Trump
is considering pushing
to have a special counsel
appointed to advance a
federal tax investigation
into the son of President-
elect Joe Biden, setting up 
a potential showdown with 
incoming acting attorney
general Jeffrey Rosen.

Trump — angry that out-
going Attorney General 
William Barr didn’t pub-
licly announce the ongoing,
two-year investigation
into Hunter Biden — has
consulted on the matter
with White House chief
of staff Mark Meadows, 
White House counsel Pat
Cipollone and outside
allies.

That’s  according to
several Trump admin-
istration officials and 
Republicans close to the
White House who spoke to 
The Associated Press on the
condition of anonymity to 
discuss private matters.

Beyond appointing a
special prosecutor to inves-
tigate the younger Biden,
the sources said Trump
is interested in having
another special counsel 
appointed to look into his
own baseless claims of
election fraud. But if he’s
expecting his newly named 

acting attorney general 
to go further than Barr on 
either matter, he could end 
up quickly disappointed.

Barr on Monday evening 
announced he will resign 
effective next week, reveal-
ing his plans about a week 
after Hunter Biden publicly 
disclosed that he was under 
investigation related to his
finances. It is generally 
Justice Department policy 
not to disclose investiga-
tions that are in progress, 
though the subjects of
those investigations can.

Rosen, the deputy attor-
ney general, will step into 
the Justice Department’s 
top job in an acting role. A 
longtime litigator, he has 
served as Barr’s top deputy 
since May 2019 but largely
shies away from the spot-
light. He said in a statement 
Tuesday he was “honored” 
to serve and “will continue
to focus on the implemen-
tation of the Department’s
key priorities.”

Trump is still weighing 
his options, considering 
whether to pressure Rosen
to make the special counsel 
appointment or, if needed,
to replace the acting attor-
ney general with someone 
more likely to carry out 
his wishes. He has even 
asked his team of lawyers, 
including personal attor-
ney Rudy Giuliani, to look 

Trump asking about 
special prosecutor for 
Hunter Biden case

In this Sept. 1 photo, President Donald Trump and Attorney 
General William Barr arrive at Andrews Air Force Base, Md., 
after a trip to Kenosha, Wis. [EVAN VUCCI/ASSOCIATED PRESS FILE 

PHOTO]

By Gary D. Robertson
The Associated Press

R A L E I G H  —  A  N o r t h 
Carolina Court of Appeals 
panel's ruling threatens the 
ability of elected executive 
branch leaders in the state to 
control non-tax dollars with-
out legislative permission.

The panel's majority  ruled 
this week that Democratic 

Attorney General Josh Stein 
had to deposit money paid 
annually by Smithfield Foods 
as part agreement reached 
in 2000 over hog waste and 
any residual into the state's 
coffers.

The money — up to $2 mil-
lion annually provided by 
Smithfield — had been held 
in a private bank account 
f o r  u s e  i n  d i s t r i b u t i n g 

grants designed to enhance 
the state's environment. 
Democratic attorneys general 
— now-Gov. Roy Cooper and 
Stein — have selected grant 
recipients based on a panel's 
recommendations.

In April, the state Supreme 
Court ruled 6-1 that the 
Smithfield payments are 
not civil penalties, leaving 
the Smithfield arrangement 

intact. As such, the justices 
wrote, the money is not 
required to be spent on public 
schools, as the state constitu-
tion would otherwise require. 
The New Hanover County 
school board, a plaintiff in a 
lawsuit that began in 2016, 
had argued the money had to 
be earmarked for schools.

But a  November 2019 
l a w  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e 

Republican-controlled leg-
islature directed that all cash 
gifts and donations to the 
state or for the state's benefit
"shall be deposited into the 
state treasury." While the 
General Assembly decides 
how money in the treasury 
is spent, last year's law says 
such gifts still must be used 

Court order threatens executive branch power over funds

By Rachel Berry
Asheboro Courier-Tribune
USA TODAY NETWORK

Sarah Remery, a fourth 
grade teacher at Trindale 
E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l  i n 
Archdale, was inspired to 

become a teacher by great 
teachers she had as a child. 

She had teachers who put 
everything they had into their 
jobs and made school fun, 
which made Remery want to 
become a teacher herself. 

Now, eight years after 

she began teaching fourth 
grade, Remery is a finalist 
for the Presidential Awards 
for Excellence in Math and 
Science Teaching. This is 
the nation's highest award 

Randolph County teacher 
fi nalist for national award

Sarah Remery is a fi nalist for the Presidential Awards for Excellence in Math and Science Teaching. 
Remery, who teaches fourth grade at Trindale Elementary School, is one of three North Carolina math 
teachers chosen as a fi nalist. [CONTRIBUTED PHOTO]

By Adam Geller and 
Terry Spencer
The Associated Press

POMPANO BEACH, Fla. 
— The first COVID-19 vac-
cinations are underway at 
U.S. nursing homes, where 
the virus has killed more than 

110,000 people, even as the 
nation struggles to contain 
a surge so alarming it has 
spurred California to dispense 
thousands of body bags and 
line up refrigerated morgue 
trucks.

With the rollout of shots 
picking up speed Wednesday, 

lawmakers in Washington 
closed in on a long-stalled 
coronavirus relief package 
that would send direct pay-
ments of perhaps $600 to 
most Americans. Meanwhile, 
the U.S. appeared to be days 

Vaccinations reach nursing 
homes as California faces crisis
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for science, technology, 
engineering and math 
teachers. 

To qualify, teachers 
must be nominated and 
must fill out an applica-
tion, including a video of 
themselves teaching. The 
award is open to teachers 
who teach STEM as their 
primary subject. At the 
time of her application, 

Remery taught fourth 
grade math, while now 
she teaches all subjects. 

Remery is one of three 
math teachers in the state 
of North Carolina who 
was chosen as a finalist 
for the award. Nationally, 
one math teacher and one 
science teacher from each 
state will be chosen as the 
overall winners. 

T h e  o v e r a l l  w i n -
ners are expected to be 
announced at some point 
next summer. 

R e m e r y  s a i d  s h e ' s 

humbled to be chosen 
as a finalist out of all the 
amazing teachers who 
were nominated. It means 
even more to be recog-
nized for her work in a 
year when teachers have 
had to adapt to online 
learning and the differ-
ent schedules that came 
with school during the 
pandemic. 

"I think that makes it 
even more special to have 
the recognition in a year 
when nothing feels right, 
and you are working all 

the time and doing every-
thing you can, and it just 
doesn't feel like enough 
for your students and for 
your families," Remery 
said.  

Through it all, Remery 
also wants to give her 
students some of the rec-
ognition for the award, 
saying that she is thankful 
they have been work-
ing hard and persevering 
through all the challenges 
of the past year. 

Helping her students is 
what Remery really loves 

about teaching. 
"I really like being able 

to help help my students 
achieve more than they've 
ever achieved before and 
be successful at some-
thing that they've never 
been successful at and 
giving them that 'aha' 
moment of 'I finally get 
it, and I can do it.'"

Breaking news reporter 
Rachel Berry can be 
reached at rberry@gan-
nett.com. Follow her on 
Twitter @racheldberry. 

TEACHER
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in line with the donor's 
agreed-to purpose.

The Court of Appeals 
panel reviewed the law-
suit again in light of the 
state Supreme Court 
decision and the 2019 law. 
Department of Justice 
lawyers representing 
Stein told the court in 
September that it had 

completed moving all of 
the payments since July 
2019 to the treasury.

Judge John Tyson, writ-
ing the majority opinion 
released Tuesday, agreed 
that "the statute clearly 
mandates these are public 
funds, they belong to the 
taxpayers of this State, 
and are required" to be put 
into the state treasury.

Judge Phil Berger Jr. 
agreed with Tyson. Judge 
Wanda Bryant wrote a 
dissenting opinion, saying 
how the 2019 law affects 

the Smithfield funds is 
a matter for a trial court 
to determine. The state 
Supreme Court would be 
obligated to hear the case 
again if requested because 
it was a split decision.

Paul Stam, an attorney 
representing the school 
board, praised Tuesday's 
decision, which he said 
could affect up to $12 
million in payments from 
Smithfield. The 25-year 
agreement originally 
penned by then-Attor-
ney General Mike Easley, 

Smithfield and several of 
its subsidiaries, will end in 
the mid-2020s.

Stein spokesperson 
Laura Brewer said the 
Justice Department was 
reviewing Tuesday's 
opinion. The Court of 
Appeals did not say spe-
cifically whether Stein 
still has authority to dis-
tribute the Smithfield 
funds even when they're 
now in state coffers.

Stam contends that 
should the ruling stand, 
the legislature would have 

control over how the pay-
ments are spent as long 
as they address environ-
mental enhancement.

"The AG will no longer 
be able to operate what 
is in effect a slush fund," 
Stam, a former Republican 
state House leader, said in 
an interview. Stam said 
the money could address 
environmental improve-
ments at schools.

The 2000 deal came a 
year after Hurricane Floyd 
caused dozens of hog 
waste pits to overflow. 

Smithfield also had paid 
one of the largest water-
quality fines in state 
history after waste spills 
at two hog operations.

ORDER
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Nurse Christine Philips, left, administers the Pfi zer 
vaccine to Vera Leip, 88, a resident of John Knox Village, 
on Wednesday in Pompano Beach, Fla. Nursing home 
residents and health care workers in Florida began 
receiving the Pfi zer vaccine this week. [MARTA LAVANDIER/

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS]

away from adding a 
second vaccine to its 
arsenal.

At the same time, a 
major snowstorm pushing 
its way into the Northeast 
raised concern it could 
disrupt distribution of the 
first vaccine.

Nursing home residents 
in Florida began receiv-
ing shots Wednesday, 
after nearly 2,000 such 
vaccinations were admin-
istered in West Virginia 
on Tuesday. Thousands 
more are scheduled there 
in the coming days. Other 
states are expected to 
follow soon.

The elderly and infirm 
in long-term care have 
been among the most 
vulnerable to the virus 
and, together with health 
workers, are first in line 
to get the limited, initial 
supplies of the vaccine 
developed by Pfizer and 
Germany’s BioNTech. 
Nursing home residents 
and workers account for 
more than one-third of 
the nation’s 300,000 or 
so confirmed deaths from 
COVID-19.

In Florida, the longtime 
retirement haven whose 
141,000 nursing home 
residents are the second 

most of any state behind 
California, eagerness to 
get the vaccine was mixed 
with some anxiety.

“I hope it will help me 
from getting COVID,” 
said 88-year-old retired 
s c h o o l t e a c h e r  V e r a 
Leip, a resident of John 
Knox Village near Fort 
Lauderdale. “I don’t 
know anything about it, 
but I would prefer not to 
have it.”

The home is not requir-
ing its employees to get 
the vaccine, and only 80 
of the 200 staffers in the 
skilled nursing facility 
volunteered for the first 
wave, said Mark Rayner, 
its director of health ser-
vices. He said many of 
those declining the shot 
are African-American 
and don’t trust it, given 
the nation’s history of 
medical experimentation 
on Black people.

“They are frightened,” 
he said. “There is that 
culture line even as much 
as we educate them.”

West Virginia, with 
one of the oldest and 
unhealthiest populations 
in America, is working 
with small and local phar-
macies to reach nursing 
homes across the heavily 
rural state, leapfrogging 
states that are relying on a 
partnership with the CVS 
and Walgreens drugstore 
chains to kick in any day 
now.

VACCINE
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By Aamer Madhani 
and Will Weissert
The Associated Press

WILMINGTON, Del. 
— President-elect Joe 
Biden introduced his 
one-time Democratic 
p r i m a r y  r i v a l  P e t e 
Buttigieg as his nominee 
for transportation secre-
tary Wednesday, saying 
the 38-year-old can be 
“a new voice” in the 
fight against economic 
inequality, institutional 
r a c i s m  a n d  c l i m a t e 
change.

Buttigieg, the former 
mayor of South Bend, 
Indiana, would be the 
first openly gay person 
confirmed by the Senate 
to a Cabinet position. 
Biden hailed that mile-
stone while saying, by 
the time he’s done filling 
out his new administra-
tion’s top jobs, it will 
have more women and 
people of color than ever, 
including “a Cabinet that 
is opening doors and 
breaking down barriers, 
and accessing the full 
brains and talent we have 
so much of.”

Biden said Buttigieg 
offers “a new voice with 
new ideas determined to 
move past old politics.”

“We need someone 
who knows how to work 
with state, local and 
federal agencies,” Biden 
said, noting that high-
ways are in disrepair and 
that some bridges “are on 
the verge of collapse.”

B e y o n d  s t a n d a r d 
transportation fixes, 
which are  easier  to 
promise than for admin-
istrations to get through 
Congress, Biden wants 
to rejuvenate the post-
coronavirus pandemic 
economy and create 
t h o u s a n d s  o f  g r e e n 
jobs by making envi-
ronmentally friendly 
retrofits  and public 

works improvements.
The president-elect 

noted that much of the 
nation, including his 
home state of Delaware, 
face the risk of rising 
s e a  l e v e l s .  A  m o r e 
immediate challenge, 
though, will be enforc-
ing Biden’s promised 
mask-wearing mandate 
for airplanes and public 
transportation systems 
to slow the spread of the 
coronavirus.

“At its best, trans-
portation makes the 
American dream pos-
sible, getting people 
and goods to where they 
need to be, directly and 
indirectly creating good-
paying jobs,” Buttigieg 
said.  “At its  worst, 
misguided policies and 
missed opportunities 
can reinforce racial, 
economic and environ-
mental injustice, dividing 
or isolating neighbor-
hoods, undermining 
government’s basic role 
to empower everyone to 
thrive.”

Buttigieg mentioned 
his affinity for trains 
while acknowledging 
that he would be only 
the “second-biggest” 
Amtrak enthusiast in 
t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , 
given that Biden rode 

t h e  r a i l s  f o r  y e a r s 
between Washington and 
Wilmington, Delaware, 
while serving in the 
Senate.

Buttigieg also men-
tioned that he proposed 
to his husband, Chasten, 
a t  C h i c a g o  O ’ H a r e 
International Airport.

B u t t i g i e g  w a s  t h e 
only Cabinet choice, 
after Biden’s defense 
s e c r e t a r y  n o m i n e e , 
retired Army Gen. Lloyd 
Austin, to appear at a 
solo announcement cer-
emony rather than be 
introduced with other 
picks. Vice President-
elect Kamala Harris 
joined via videoconfer-
ence from Washington 
because of a snowstorm.

Sen. Sherrod Brown, 
D-Ohio, said Buttigieg 
was “more than ready 
to finally address our 
nation’s infrastructure 
crisis.” Sen. Michael 
B e n n e t ,  D - C o l o . , 
applauded Biden for 
tapping someone with 
“plenty of intellect, 
vision and drive” to 
take a shot at mod-
e r n i z i n g  A m e r i c a ’ s 
crumbling transporta-
tion infrastructure.

Others weren’t  as 
thrilled.

“I don’t know him 

a t  a l l , ”  M a i n e  S e n .
Susan Collins, a pivotal
Republican in the closely
divided Senate, told
reporters in Washington.
She instead brought
up Rahm Emanuel, a
former Chicago mayor
and chief of staff to
President Barack Obama.
Emanuel was mentioned
as a potential candi-
date for several Biden
Cabinet posts but drew
strong backlash from
progressives.

“I think Rahm Emanuel
would have been a strong
choice,” Collins said.

As Biden, Harris and
Buttigieg talked about
how they got to know
one another during the
contested Democratic
primary, it was easy to
imagine the 2024 cam-
paign beginning to take
shape as the Cabinet
introduction unfolded.
Biden, 78, has said he
sees himself as a bridge
to a new generation of
leaders such as Buttigieg.

If Biden opts not to
run again in 2024, Harris
would be his political heir
apparent. But that may
not stop Buttigieg and
other rising Democrats
from launching primary
challenges.

B u t t i g i e g  p r a i s e d
Harris for her “trail-
blazing leadership and
friendship,” and Harris
u s e d  v i r t u a l l y  t h e
same language, calling
Buttigieg a “trailblazing
leader.”

During the primary,
Buttigieg was initially
written off as the leader
of a small town com-
peting against far more
established figures. But
he zeroed in on a mes-
sage of generational
change to finish the
first-in-the-nation 
Iowa caucuses in a vir-
tual tie with Vermont
Sen. Bernie Sanders.

Biden hails transportation 
nominee Buttigieg as ‘new voice’

President-elect Joe Biden announces former South 
Bend, Ind., Mayor Pete Buttigieg as his nominee for 
transportation secretary Wednesday during a news 
conference at The Queen theater in Wilmington, Del. 
[KEVIN LAMARQUE/POOL VIA THE ASSOCIATED PRESS]

By Geoff Mulvihill
The Associated Press

A bipartisan congres-
s i o n a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n 
r e l e a s e d  W e d n e s d a y 
found that key players 
in the nation’s opioid 
i n d u s t r y  h a v e  s p e n t 
$65 million since 1997 
funding nonprofits that 
advocate treating pain 
with medications, a strat-
egy intended to boost 
the sale of prescription 
painkillers.

The report  from Sens. 
Chuck Grassley of Iowa 
and Ron Wyden of Oregon 
found the contributions 
continued in recent years, 
even as the industry’s 

practices and the toll of 
opioid addiction came 
under greater scrutiny.

The senators, the top 
Republican and Democrat 
on the Senate Finance 
Committee, are con-
sidering legislation to 
expand an existing federal 
system that tracks pay-
ments from companies to 
doctors so it will include 
payments to nonprofit 
organizations.

They also want guide-
lines to require more 
transparency on the 
federal task forces and 
panels that help the U.S. 
Department of Health and 
Human Services develop 
policies.

“We’ve found that 
the possibility of donor 
influence could and has 
undermined the efforts 
to develop and advocate 
good policy,” Grassley 
said in a  statement. 
“When it comes to opi-
oids, we need to make 
sure there is transparency 
and accountability to pre-
vent what, in this case, led 
to serious public misun-
derstanding of the risks 
of these highly addictive 
drugs.”

Opioids include pre-
scription drugs such as 
OxyContin and Vicodin 
as well as illegal ones like 
heroin and illicitly-made 
f e n t a n y l .  T h e y  h a v e 

been linked to 470,000 
deaths in the U.S. since 
2000. In a 2016 investi-
gation, The Associated 
Press and Center for 
Public Integrity found  
that opioid makers were 
backing advocacy groups 
that supported access to 
the drugs.

For the report released 
Wednesday, the sena-
tors’ staffs examined 
financial  records for 
1 0  a d v o c a c y  g r o u p s 
that endorsed access 
to powerful prescrip-
tion painkillers from 
2 0 1 2  t h r o u g h  2 0 1 9 . 
T h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n 
added the new find-
ings to previous Senate 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  t h a t 
tracked similar informa-
tion back to 1997.

Wednesday’s report 
identified a series of 
connections between the 
contributions and the 
work done by the groups.

In 2017, one of the 
groups, the Alliance for 
Patient Access, took over 
the Alliance for Balanced 
Pain Management,  a 
project previously run 
by Mallinckrodt. The 
company, one of the 
nation’s biggest makers 
of generic prescription 
opioids, paid the group 
$200,000 that year to 
help support its efforts.

The nonprofit has said 

that it alone determines 
the group’s advocacy 
efforts, which include 
using physical therapy, 
chiropractic care and 
yoga as alternatives to 
opioids for pain treat-
ment after surgery. It 
said it  would have a 
response to the Senate 
report later Wednesday. 
Mallinckrodt did not 
immediately respond to 
questions.

Mallinckrodt this year 
announced a $1.6 billion 
settlement of thousands 
of lawsuits over its opi-
oids and later declared 
bankruptcy, in part to 
allow it to pay the settle-
ment over time.

Senate report: Opioid industry has paid advocacy groups $65M

OPEN 11 AM - 9 PM

818 E. Dixie Dr. 336-633-1234

THURSDAY  
ALL DAY SPECIALS!

Chopped Steak w/Salad .........7.99

Lg. Flounder/Shrimp ............9.49

Lg. Chicken Breast w/Salad ...9.35

LUNCHTIME $8.39
DINNERTIME $9.49

SUPER COMBOS

Blue Plate Special 11AM - 4 PM

BABY FLOUNDER

www.americasroadhouse.com

OPEN 11 AM - 8 PM
2361 N. Fayetteville St.

Dine In - 80 Seats or To Go

336-610-1234

$6.39
DECEMBER SPECIAL

LUNCH 11AM - 4PM

LARGE Fried Flounder 
served w/slaw, hushpuppies
& potato choice.

1/2 pound Bacon Cheeseburger 
served w/French Fries & Tea.

$6.49

$9.99
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