
GRADE 5 ENGLISH/LANGUAGE ARTS CURRICULUM 

Course 50500 

 

Fifth grade students consolidate their ability to read and comprehend both fiction and non-fiction texts.  In fifth grade, students will analyze texts and compare 

one text to another.  They will write in response to texts, analyzing them for main idea, theme, point of view, character development, and author’s purpose.  

Statements and writings about texts should be supported with details from the specific texts.  Students should have command of language conventions.  They 

will increase their knowledge of grade appropriate vocabulary and correct spelling of grade appropriate words.   

 

GRADE FIVE ENGLISH/LANGUAGE ARTS OUTLINE: 

Goals Skills Summative Assessments Time Frame Main Resources 
 Determine 2 or more main 

ideas or the theme in a text 
and quote accurately from the 
text to support your statements 
and inferences. 

 Draw information from multiple 
texts and determine how each 
author supports particular 
points. 

 Compare and contrast 
characters, settings, plots, or 
events in a story siting specific 
details to support your 
statements. 

 Compare and contrast texts in 
the same genre on their 
approaches to similar themes 
and topics as well as additional 
literary elements 

 Write with an awareness of 
style and conventions. 

 Demonstrate and 
organizational structure to your 
writing that is clear and 
rational. 

 Draw evidence from literature 
or informational texts to 
support analysis, reflection, 
and research. 

 Know and apply grade-level 
phonics and word analysis in 
decoding words. 

 Read on-level texts orally with 
appropriate rate and accuracy 
and expression. 

 Analyze multiple texts and 
accounts of the same topic or 
event, noting similarities and 
differences. 

 Read and comprehend text 
and literature using context 
and word analysis to determine 
the meaning of unknown 
words. 

 Write information/explanatory 
texts on a topic or idea, clearly 
introducing the topic and 
developing it with facts, details, 
quotations or other information. 

 Write opinion pieces that 
provide reasons supported by 
facts from credible sources. 

 Write narratives to relay real or 
imagined events including a 
narrator, characters, setting, 
and use varying techniques to 
convey experiences and 
events precisely. 

End-of-Unit Benchmark 
Assessments 
 
End of the Year Benchmark 
Assessment 

1-year Reading Street 

  



GRADE FIVE ENGLISH/LANGUAGE ARTS MAP: 

TIME 
FRAME 

BIG IDEAS CONCEPTS ESSENTIAL 
QUESTIONS 

STANDARDS OBJECTIVES DIFFERENTIATION ASSESSMENT 

Unit 1 
(Weeks 
1-6) 
 

 What kind of 
challenges to 
people face and 
how do they meet 
them? 

Literary Elements:  

Character and plot 
 
Monitor and clarify 
sequence 
 
Homographs 
 
Four kinds of 
sentences 
 
Cause and effect 
 
Summarize 
character and plot 
 
Homonyms 
 
Subjects and 
predicates 
 
Theme and setting 
 
Inferring character 
and plot 
 
Unknown words 
 
Independent and 
dependent clauses 
 
Fact and opinion 
 
Questioning cause 
and effect 
 
Antonyms 
 
Compound and 
complex sentences 
 
Text structure 
graphic sources 
 
Multiple meaning 
words 
 

 What inspires 
people to act 
courageously? 

 How can nature 
challenge us? 

 How do people 
survive in the 
wilderness? 

 How do we face 
personal 
challenges? 

 What challenges 
do immigrants 
encounter? 

CC.1.1.5.D 
Know and apply grade-
level phonics and word 
analysis skills in 
decoding words. • Use 
combined knowledge of 
all letter-sound 
correspondences, 
syllabication patterns, 
and morphology to read 
accurately unfamiliar 
multisyllabic words. 
 
CC.1.1.5.E 
Read with accuracy and 
fluency to support 
comprehension: • Read 
on-level text with 
purpose and 
understanding. • Read 
on-level text orally with 
accuracy, appropriate 
rate, and expression on 
successive readings. • 
Use context to confirm 
or self-correct word 
recognition and 
understanding, 
rereading as necessary. 
 
CC.1.2.5.B 
Cite textual evidence by 
quoting accurately from 
the text to explain what 
the text says explicitly 
and make inferences. 
 
CC.1.2.5.E 
Use text structure, in 
and among texts, to 
interpret information 
(e.g., chronology, 
comparison, 
cause/effect, problem/ 
solution). 
 
CC.1.2.5.F 

 Students will 
understand that 
acting 
courageously 
means 
overcoming fears, 
saving someone's 
life, being a hero 
or heroine, 
anticipating 
danger. 

 Students will 
understand that 
nature's 
challenges can be 
unpredictable 
weather events, 
such as 
tornadoes, natural 
disasters, 
predicted by 
meteorologists. 

 Students will 
understand that 
wilderness survival 
can mean having 
the right tools, 
starting fires and 
preparing and 
cooking food, 
staying safe from 
wild animals. 

 Students will 
understand that 
personal 
challenges can be 
caused by 
problems of 
perceived 
inequality, 
overcome with 
ambition, faced 
when people work 
together. 

 Students will 
understand that 

Small Groups  
 
Read Directions 
Aloud 
 
Extended time 
 
Independent 
Practice Stations 
 
Practice, Reteach 
reading, vocabulary, 
and/or writing 
 
Reread  
 
ELL 

Weekly 
assessments 
check 
comprehension 
and fluency 
 
Weekly tests 
assess target 
skills 
 
Fresh Reads 
assess fluency 
and 
comprehension of 
a new passage 
 
Reading Street 
Sleuth assess 
students' ability to 
find clues in text 
through close 
reading 
 
Writing to Sources 
assess students' 
ability to write an 
argumentative, 
narrative, or 
explanatory 
paragraph in 
response to one 
source and then 
across two 
sources. 
 
Unit Benchmark 
Tests assess 
mastery of unit 
skills:  
comprehension, 
vocabulary, 
phonics, 
conventions and 
writing. 
 
Performance-
based 



Common proper and 
collective nouns. 
 
Short Vowel VCCV, 
VCV; Long vowel 
VCV; Long Vowel  
 
Diagraphs; Adding -
ed, -ing;  
 
Contractions. 

Determine the meaning 
of words and phrases 
as they are used in 
grade-level text, 
including interpretation 
of figurative language. 
 
CC.1.2.5.J 
Acquire and use 
accurately grade-
appropriate 
conversational, general 
academic, and domain-
specific words and 
phrases, including 
those that signal 
contrast, addition, and 
other logical 
relationships. 
 
CC.1.2.5.K 
Determine or clarify the 
meaning of unknown 
and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases 
based on grade-level 
reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a 
range of strategies and 
tools. 
 
CC.1.2.5.L 
Read and comprehend 
literary non-fiction and 
informational text on 
grade level, reading 
independently and 
proficiently. 
 
CC.1.3.5.A 
Determine a theme of a 
text from details in the 
text, including how 
characters in a story or 
drama respond to 
challenges or how the 
speaker in a poem 
reflects upon a topic; 
summarize the text. 
 
CC.1.3.5.C 
Compare and contrast 

immigration 
challenges can 
have to do with 
national loyalty, 
finding work, 
facing adversity. 

assessments 
assess students' 
ability to 
demonstrate text-
based 
comprehension 
and application of 
higher-order 
thinking skills. 



two or more characters, 
settings or events in a 
story or drama, drawing 
on specific details in the 
text. 
 
CC.1.3.5.F 
Determine the meaning 
of words and phrases 
as they are used in 
grade-level text, 
including interpretation 
of figurative language. 
 
CC.1.3.5.I 
Determine or clarify the 
meaning of unknown 
and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases 
based on grade-level 
reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a 
range of strategies and 
tools 
 
CC.1.3.5.J 
Acquire and use 
accurately grade-
appropriate 
conversational, general 
academic, and domain-
specific words and 
phrases, including 
those that signal 
contrast, addition, and 
other logical 
relationships. 
 
CC.1.3.5.K 
Read and comprehend 
literary fiction on grade-
level, reading 
independently and 
proficiently. 
 
CC.1.4.5.B 
Identify and introduce 
the topic clearly. 
 
CC.1.4.5.D 
Group related 
information logically 



linking ideas within and 
across categories of 
information using 
words, phrases, and 
clauses; provide a 
concluding statement or 
section; include 
formatting when useful 
to aiding 
comprehension. 
 
CC.1.4.5.E 
Write with an 
awareness of style. • 
Use precise language 
and domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform 
about or explain the 
topic. • Use sentences 
of varying length. 
 
CC.1.4.5.F 
Demonstrate a grade-
appropriate command 
of the conventions of 
standard English 
grammar, usage, 
capitalization, 
punctuation, and 
spelling. 
 
CC.1.4.5.J 
Create an 
organizational structure 
that includes related 
ideas grouped to 
support the writer’s 
purpose; link opinion 
and reasons using 
words, phrases, and 
clauses; provide a 
concluding statement or 
section related to the 
opinion. 
 
CC.1.4.5.L 
Demonstrate a grade-
appropriate command 
of the conventions of 
standard English 
grammar, usage, 
capitalization, 



punctuation, and 
spelling. 

Unit 2 
(Weeks 
7-12) 
 

 What makes 
people want to do 
the right thing? 

Compare and 
contrast 
 
Visualize 
 
Author's purpose 
 
Unfamiliar words 
 
Regular and irregular 
plural nouns 
 
Sequence, Inferring 
 
Unknown words 
 
Possessive nouns 
 
Story structure 
 
Greek and Latin 
roots 
 
Action and linking 
verbs 
 
Monitor and clarify 
 
Main and helping 
verbs 
 
Background 
knowledge 
 
Theme and setting 
 
Subject-verb 
agreement. 

 Why is honesty 
important? 

 What are the risks 
in helping others? 

 What are the 
rewards in helping 
others? 

 Why do people 
make sacrifices for 
others? 

 How can people 
promote freedom? 

CC.1.1.5.D 
Know and apply grade-
level phonics and word 
analysis skills in 
decoding words. • Use 
combined knowledge of 
all letter-sound 
correspondences, 
syllabication patterns, 
and morphology to read 
accurately unfamiliar 
multisyllabic words. 
 
CC.1.1.5.E 
Read with accuracy and 
fluency to support 
comprehension: • Read 
on-level text with 
purpose and 
understanding. • Read 
on-level text orally with 
accuracy, appropriate 
rate, and expression on 
successive readings. • 
Use context to confirm 
or self-correct word 
recognition and 
understanding, 
rereading as necessary. 
 
CC.1.2.5.B 
Cite textual evidence by 
quoting accurately from 
the text to explain what 
the text says explicitly 
and make inferences. 
 
CC.1.2.5.E 
Use text structure, in 
and among texts, to 
interpret information 
(e.g., chronology, 
comparison, 
cause/effect, problem/ 
solution). 
 
CC.1.2.5.F 
Determine the meaning 
of words and phrases 
as they are used in 

 Students will 
understand that 
honesty is 
important because 
it is the moral way 
to act, shows that 
a person has 
integrity, shows 
that a person is 
principled, is 
honorable. 

 Students will 
understand that 
the risks in helping 
others require 
bravery, require 
sacrifice, and 
ensure that their 
lives will be better. 

 Students will 
understand that 
the reward for 
helping others can 
be favors that are 
returned, a good 
feeling inside, 
praise, and 
knowledge of 
doing the right 
thing. 

 Students will 
understand that 
sacrificing for 
others is a way 
that you show you 
love them, means 
doing the right 
thing, not the easy 
thing, allows the 
people involved to 
win and improve 
themselves. 

 Students will 
understand that 
promoting freedom 
can involve taking 
action, supporting 
leaders, having 
national pride, 

Small Groups  
 
Read Directions 
Aloud 
 
Extended time 
 
Independent 
Practice Stations 
 
Practice, Reteach 
reading, vocabulary, 
and/or writing 
 
Reread  
 
ELL 

Weekly 
assessments 
check 
comprehension 
and fluency 
 
Weekly tests 
assess target 
skills 
 
Fresh Reads 
assess fluency 
and 
comprehension of 
a new passage 
 
Reading Street 
Sleuth assess 
students' ability to 
find clues in text 
through close 
reading 
 
Writing to Sources 
assess students' 
ability to write an 
argumentative, 
narrative, or 
explanatory 
paragraph in 
response to one 
source and then 
across two 
sources. 
 
Unit Benchmark 
Tests assess 
mastery of unit 
skills:  
comprehension, 
vocabulary, 
phonics, 
conventions and 
writing. 
 
Performance-
based 
assessments 
assess students' 
ability to 



grade-level text, 
including interpretation 
of figurative language. 
 
CC.1.2.5.H 
Determine how an 
author supports 
particular points in a 
text through reasons 
and evidence. 
 
CC.1.2.5.J 
Acquire and use 
accurately grade-
appropriate 
conversational, general 
academic, and domain-
specific words and 
phrases, including 
those that signal 
contrast, addition, and 
other logical 
relationships. 
 
CC.1.2.5.K 
Determine or clarify the 
meaning of unknown 
and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases 
based on grade-level 
reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a 
range of strategies and 
tools. 
 
CC.1.2.5.L 
Read and comprehend 
literary non-fiction and 
informational text on 
grade level, reading 
independently and 
proficiently. 
 
CC.1.3.5.A 
Determine a theme of a 
text from details in the 
text, including how 
characters in a story or 
drama respond to 
challenges or how the 
speaker in a poem 
reflects upon a topic; 

battles and 
battlefields. 

demonstrate text-
based 
comprehension 
and application of 
higher-order 
thinking skills. 



summarize the text. 
 
CC.1.3.5.B 
Cite textual evidence by 
quoting accurately from 
the text to explain what 
the text says explicitly 
and make inferences. 
 
CC.1.3.5.C 
Compare and contrast 
two or more characters, 
settings or events in a 
story or drama, drawing 
on specific details in the 
text. 
 
CC.1.3.5.F 
Determine the meaning 
of words and phrases 
as they are used in 
grade-level text, 
including interpretation 
of figurative language. 
 
CC.1.3.5.J 
Acquire and use 
accurately grade-
appropriate 
conversational, general 
academic, and domain-
specific words and 
phrases, including 
those that signal 
contrast, addition, and 
other logical 
relationships. 
 
CC.1.3.5.K 
Read and comprehend 
literary fiction on grade-
level, reading 
independently and 
proficiently. 
 
CC.1.4.5.B 
Identify and introduce 
the topic clearly. 
 
CC.1.4.5.C 
Develop the topic with 
facts, definitions, 



concrete details, 
quotations, or other 
information and 
examples related to the 
topic; include 
illustrations and 
multimedia when useful 
to aiding 
comprehension. 
 
CC.1.4.5.D 
Group related 
information logically 
linking ideas within and 
across categories of 
information using 
words, phrases, and 
clauses; provide a 
concluding statement or 
section; include 
formatting when useful 
to aiding 
comprehension. 
 
CC.1.4.5.E 
Write with an 
awareness of style. • 
Use precise language 
and domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform 
about or explain the 
topic. • Use sentences 
of varying length. 
 
CC.1.4.5.F 
Demonstrate a grade-
appropriate command 
of the conventions of 
standard English 
grammar, usage, 
capitalization, 
punctuation, and 
spelling. 
 
CC.1.4.5.K 
Write with an 
awareness of style. • 
Use sentences of 
varying length. • 
Expand, combine, and 
reduce sentences for 
meaning, 



reader/listener interest, 
and style. 
 
CC.1.4.5.L 
Demonstrate a grade-
appropriate command 
of the conventions of 
standard English 
grammar, usage, 
capitalization, 
punctuation, and 
spelling. 

Unit 3 
(Weeks 
13-18) 

 What do people 
gain from the work 
of inventors and 
artists? 

Sequence 
 
Summarize 
 
Cause and effect 
 
Multiple-meaning 
words 
 
Past present and 
future tense 
 
Main idea and details 
 
Visualize 
 
Fact and opinion 
 
Predict and set 
purpose 
 
Main idea/details 
 
Homonyms 
 
Principal parts of 
regular verbs 
 
Principal parts of 
irregular verbs 
 
Antonyms 
 
Troublesome verbs 
 
Graphic sources 
 
Important ideas 
 
Author's purpose 

 How do inventors 
inspire our 
imaginations? 

 How do artists 
inspire future 
generations? 

 How can 
paleontologists 
help us understand 
the past? 

 How does an artist 
use music to 
inspire others? 

 How do artists 
create special 
effects to entertain 
us? 

CC.1.1.5.E 
Read with accuracy and 
fluency to support 
comprehension: • Read 
on-level text with 
purpose and 
understanding. • Read 
on-level text orally with 
accuracy, appropriate 
rate, and expression on 
successive readings. • 
Use context to confirm 
or self-correct word 
recognition and 
understanding, 
rereading as necessary. 
 
CC.1.2.5.A 
Determine two or more 
main ideas in a text and 
explain how they are 
supported by key 
details; summarize the 
text. 
 
CC.1.2.5.B 
Cite textual evidence by 
quoting accurately from 
the text to explain what 
the text says explicitly 
and make inferences. 
 
CC.1.2.5.C 
Explain the 
relationships or 
interactions between 
two or more individuals, 
events, ideas, or 
concepts in a text 
based on specific 

 Students will 
understand that 
inventors may be 
inspired by new 
ideas, 
experimentation, 
wanting 
improvements and 
change, wanting to 
try new things. 

 Students will 
understand that 
artists may inspire 
future generations 
by the ideas they 
leave behind, 
drawing and 
journals, their 
dedication to an 
idea, trying 
different ways to 
create something 
new. 

 Students will 
understand that 
understanding the 
past means 
learning from 
paleontologists, 
learning from 
artists, thinking 
about animals 
from the past, 
examining the 
remains of extinct 
animals. 

 Students will 
understand that 
music can inspire 

Small Groups  
 
Read Directions 
Aloud 
 
Extended time 
 
Independent 
Practice Stations 
 
Practice, Reteach 
reading, vocabulary, 
and/or writing 
 
Reread  
 
ELL 

Weekly 
assessments 
check 
comprehension 
and fluency 
 
Weekly tests 
assess target 
skills 
 
Fresh Reads 
assess fluency 
and 
comprehension of 
a new passage 
 
Reading Street 
Sleuth assess 
students' ability to 
find clues in text 
through close 
reading 
 
Writing to Sources 
assess students' 
ability to write an 
argumentative, 
narrative, or 
explanatory 
paragraph in 
response to one 
source and then 
across two 
sources. 
 
Unit Benchmark 
Tests assess 
mastery of unit 
skills:  
comprehension, 



 
Affixes:  prefixes pre-
, re- 
 
Prepositions and 
prepositional 
phrases. 

information in the text. 
 
CC.1.2.5.E 
Use text structure, in 
and among texts, to 
interpret information 
(e.g., chronology, 
comparison, 
cause/effect, problem/ 
solution). 
 
CC.1.2.5.F 
Determine the meaning 
of words and phrases 
as they are used in 
grade-level text, 
including interpretation 
of figurative language. 
 
CC.1.2.5.G 
Draw on information 
from multiple print or 
digital sources, 
demonstrating the 
ability to locate an 
answer to a question 
quickly or to solve a 
problem efficiently. 
 
CC.1.2.5.H 
Determine how an 
author supports 
particular points in a 
text through reasons 
and evidence. 
 
CC.1.2.5.J 
Acquire and use 
accurately grade-
appropriate 
conversational, general 
academic, and domain-
specific words and 
phrases, including 
those that signal 
contrast, addition, and 
other logical 
relationships. 
 
CC.1.2.5.K 
Determine or clarify the 
meaning of unknown 

us when we listen 
to it and enjoy it, 
when we listen to 
different 
instruments, to 
sing and dance to 
beats and 
melodies, to keep 
a beat or have a 
jam session. 

 Students will 
understand that 
special effects can 
entertain us with 
three-dimensional 
movies, with digital 
effects in movies, 
with props that 
form illusions, by 
re-creating scenes 
from other times. 

vocabulary, 
phonics, 
conventions and 
writing. 
 
Performance-
based 
assessments 
assess students' 
ability to 
demonstrate text-
based 
comprehension 
and application of 
higher-order 
thinking skills. 



and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases 
based on grade-level 
reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a 
range of strategies and 
tools. 
 
CC.1.2.5.L 
Read and comprehend 
literary non-fiction and 
informational text on 
grade level, reading 
independently and 
proficiently. 
 
CC.1.3.5.A 
Determine a theme of a 
text from details in the 
text, including how 
characters in a story or 
drama respond to 
challenges or how the 
speaker in a poem 
reflects upon a topic; 
summarize the text. 
 
CC.1.3.5.B 
Cite textual evidence by 
quoting accurately from 
the text to explain what 
the text says explicitly 
and make inferences. 
 
CC.1.3.5.D 
Analyze multiple 
accounts of the same 
event or topic, noting 
important similarities 
and differences in the 
point of view they 
represent. 
 
CC.1.3.5.E 
Explain how a series of 
chapters, scenes or 
stanzas fits together to 
provide the overall 
structure of a particular 
story, drama, or poem. 
 
CC.1.3.5.F 



Determine the meaning 
of words and phrases 
as they are used in 
grade-level text, 
including interpretation 
of figurative language. 
 
CC.1.3.5.G 
Analyze how visual and 
multimedia elements 
contribute to the 
meaning, tone, or 
beauty of a text (e.g., 
graphic novel, 
multimedia presentation 
of fiction, folktale, myth, 
poem). 
 
CC.1.3.5.I 
Determine or clarify the 
meaning of unknown 
and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases 
based on grade-level 
reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a 
range of strategies and 
tools 
 
CC.1.3.5.J 
Acquire and use 
accurately grade-
appropriate 
conversational, general 
academic, and domain-
specific words and 
phrases, including 
those that signal 
contrast, addition, and 
other logical 
relationships. 
 
CC.1.3.5.K 
Read and comprehend 
literary fiction on grade-
level, reading 
independently and 
proficiently. 
 
CC.1.4.5.A 
Write informative/ 
explanatory texts to 



examine a topic and 
convey ideas and 
information clearly. 
 
CC.1.4.5.B 
Identify and introduce 
the topic clearly. 
 
CC.1.4.5.C 
Develop the topic with 
facts, definitions, 
concrete details, 
quotations, or other 
information and 
examples related to the 
topic; include 
illustrations and 
multimedia when useful 
to aiding 
comprehension. 
 
CC.1.4.5.D 
Group related 
information logically 
linking ideas within and 
across categories of 
information using 
words, phrases, and 
clauses; provide a 
concluding statement or 
section; include 
formatting when useful 
to aiding 
comprehension. 
 
CC.1.4.5.E 
Write with an 
awareness of style. • 
Use precise language 
and domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform 
about or explain the 
topic. • Use sentences 
of varying length. 
 
CC.1.4.5.F 
Demonstrate a grade-
appropriate command 
of the conventions of 
standard English 
grammar, usage, 
capitalization, 



punctuation, and 
spelling. 

Unit 4 
(Weeks 
19-24) 
 

 How do people 
and animals adapt 
to different 
situations? 

Draw Conclusions 
 
Questioning 
 
Literary Elements: 
Theme and Setting 
 
Subject and Object 
Pronouns 
 
Generalize; Predict 
and Set Purpose 
 
Unfamiliar Words 
 
Pronouns and 
Antecedents 
 
Graphic Sources 
 
Important Ideas 
 
Synonyms 
 
Possessive 
Pronouns 
 
Story Structure 
 
Indefinite and 
Reflexive Pronouns 
 
Visualize 
 
Suffixes -ion, -ish;  
 
Using Who and 
Whom. 

 How do people 
adapt to difficult 
situations? 

 How do people 
overcome 
obstacles? 

 How do animals 
adapt to survive? 

 How do people 
adapt to new 
places? 

 Why do people try 
to change 
themselves? 

CC.1.1 
Foundational Skills: 
Students gain a working 
knowledge of concepts 
of print, alphabetic 
principle, and other 
basic conventions. 
 
CC.1.2 
Reading Informational 
Text: Students read, 
understand, and 
respond to 
informational text – with 
emphasis on 
comprehension, making 
connections among 
ideas and between 
texts with focus on 
textual evidence. 
 
CC.1.3 
Reading Literature: 
Students read and 
respond to works of 
literature - with 
emphasis on 
comprehension, making 
connections among 
ideas and between 
texts with focus on 
textual evidence. 
 
CC.1.4 
Writing: Students write 
for different purposes 
and audiences. 
Students write clear 
and focused text to 
convey a well-defined 
perspective and 
appropriate content. 
 
CC.1.5 
Speaking and Listening: 
Students present 
appropriately in formal 
speaking situations, 
listen critically, and 
respond intelligently as 

 Students will 
understand that 
adapting to difficult 
situations can 
mean creating 
things to make life 
easier, being 
flexible, having 
courage and 
determination, and 
changing to deal 
with situations. 

 Students will 
understand that 
overcoming 
obstacles can 
mean coming up 
with ingenious 
ideas to conquer 
them, being 
resilient when you 
are trying to adapt, 
and being 
persistent. 

 Students will 
understand that 
animals can adapt 
in different ways 
and for many 
reasons, to protect 
themselves from 
enemies, to hunt 
prey, and to 
survive in their 
environments. 

 Students will 
understand that 
adapting to new 
places can mean 
getting used to a 
new country, 
getting used to a 
new school, 
having courage 
and determination, 
and overcoming 
obstacles. 

 Students will 
understand that 

Small Groups  
 
Read Directions 
Aloud 
 
Extended time 
 
Independent 
Practice Stations 
 
Practice, Reteach 
reading, vocabulary, 
and/or writing 
 
Reread  
 
ELL 

 
 
Weekly 
assessments 
check 
comprehension 
and fluency 
 
Weekly tests 
assess target 
skills 
 
Fresh Reads 
assess fluency 
and 
comprehension of 
a new passage 
 
Reading Street 
Sleuth assess 
students' ability to 
find clues in text 
through close 
reading 
 
Writing to Sources 
assess students' 
ability to write an 
argumentative, 
narrative, or 
explanatory 
paragraph in 
response to one 
source and then 
across two 
sources. 
 
Unit Benchmark 
Tests assess 
mastery of unit 
skills:  
comprehension, 
vocabulary, 
phonics, 
conventions and 
writing. 
 
Performance-
based 
assessments 



individuals or in group 
discussions. 

improving yourself 
can mean 
becoming 
physically fit, 
studying and 
perfecting your 
talents, practicing 
what you know, 
increasing your 
knowledge. 

assess students' 
ability to 
demonstrate text-
based 
comprehension 
and application of 
higher-order 
thinking skills.   

Unit 5 
(Weeks 
17-20) 
 

 Who goes seeking 
adventure and 
why? 

Literary Elements: 
Character and Plot 
 
Background 
Knowledge 
 
Author's Purpose 
 
Greek and Latin 
Roots 
 
Contractions and 
Negatives 
 
Graphic Sources 
 
Inferring 
 
Main Idea and 
Details 
 
Adjectives and 
Articles 
 
Monitor and Clarify 
 
Multiple-Meaning 
Words 
 
This, That, These, 
and Those 
 
Cause and Effect 
 
Summarize 
 
Unfamiliar Words; 
Comparative and 
Superlative 
Adjectives 
 
Generalize 

 How can we find 
adventure in 
ordinary events? 

 How does 
technology help 
adventurers reach 
new places? 

 What is life like for 
an astronaut? 

 How do we explore 
places 
underground? 

 What adventures 
helped drive 
westward 
expansion? 

CC.1.1 
Foundational Skills: 
Students gain a working 
knowledge of concepts 
of print, alphabetic 
principle, and other 
basic conventions. 
 
CC.1.2 
Reading Informational 
Text: Students read, 
understand, and 
respond to 
informational text – with 
emphasis on 
comprehension, making 
connections among 
ideas and between 
texts with focus on 
textual evidence. 
 
CC.1.3 
Reading Literature: 
Students read and 
respond to works of 
literature - with 
emphasis on 
comprehension, making 
connections among 
ideas and between 
texts with focus on 
textual evidence. 
 
CC.1.4 
Writing: Students write 
for different purposes 
and audiences. 
Students write clear 
and focused text to 
convey a well-defined 
perspective and 
appropriate content. 

 Students will 
understand that 
everyday 
adventures can 
happen because 
of our 
surroundings, 
because of our 
actions, because 
of the things we 
see, and when we 
take initiative. 

 Students will 
understand that 
adventurers can 
use technology to 
explore the ocean 
floor, to find lost 
treasures, to 
explore foreign 
lands, and to 
discover new 
places. 

 Students will 
understand that 
adventures in 
space can mean 
learning about 
spacecraft, taking 
missions into 
space, and 
experiencing 
weightlessness. 

 Students will 
understand that 
adventures 
underground 
include learning 
about caves, 
coexisting with 
nature, roaming 

Small Groups  
 
Read Directions 
Aloud 
 
Extended time 
 
Independent 
Practice Stations 
 
Practice, Reteach 
reading, vocabulary, 
and/or writing 
 
Reread  
 
ELL 

Weekly 
assessments 
check 
comprehension 
and fluency 
 
Weekly tests 
assess target 
skills 
 
Fresh Reads 
assess fluency 
and 
comprehension of 
a new passage 
 
Reading Street 
Sleuth assess 
students' ability to 
find clues in text 
through close 
reading 
 
Writing to Sources 
assess students' 
ability to write an 
argumentative, 
narrative, or 
explanatory 
paragraph in 
response to one 
source and then 
across two 
sources. 
 
Unit Benchmark 
Tests assess 
mastery of unit 
skills:  
comprehension, 
vocabulary, 
phonics, 



 
Questioning 
 
Prefixes over-, in- 
 
Adverbs 

 
CC.1.5 
Speaking and Listening: 
Students present 
appropriately in formal 
speaking situations, 
listen critically, and 
respond intelligently as 
individuals or in group 
discussions. 

new places, and 
excavating Earth. 

 Students will 
understand that 
westward 
expansion 
included traveling 
to be part of the 
California Gold 
Rush, searching 
for the American 
Dream, and 
trailblazing into a 
new territory. 

conventions and 
writing. 
 
Performance-
based 
assessments 
assess students' 
ability to 
demonstrate text-
based 
comprehension 
and application of 
higher-order 
thinking skills. 

Unit 6 
(Weeks 
25-30) 

 What can we learn 
from encounters 
with the 
unexpected? 

Draw Conclusions 
 
Important Ideas 
 
Generalize 
 
Unknown Words 
 
Modifiers 
 
Main Idea and 
Details 
 
Text Structure 
 
Sequence 
 
Endings -s, -es 
 
Conjunctions 
 
Compare and 
Contrast 
 
Story Structure 
 
Suffixes -less, -ful 
 
Commas 
 
Fact and Opinion 
 
Predict and Set 
Purpose 
 
Unfamiliar Words 
 

 How can 
unplanned 
situations have 
positive outcomes? 

 What unexpected 
effects can 
humans have on 
nature? 

 How can we learn 
from the results of 
our actions? 

 How can 
unexpected 
encounters reveal 
hidden dangers? 

 What unexpected 
influence do we 
have on those 
around us? 

CC.1.1 
Foundational Skills: 
Students gain a working 
knowledge of concepts 
of print, alphabetic 
principle, and other 
basic conventions. 
 
CC.1.2 
Reading Informational 
Text: Students read, 
understand, and 
respond to 
informational text – with 
emphasis on 
comprehension, making 
connections among 
ideas and between 
texts with focus on 
textual evidence. 
 
CC.1.3 
Reading Literature: 
Students read and 
respond to works of 
literature - with 
emphasis on 
comprehension, making 
connections among 
ideas and between 
texts with focus on 
textual evidence. 
 
CC.1.4 
Writing: Students write 
for different purposes 
and audiences. 

 Students will 
understand that 
unexpected 
encounters 
sometimes lead to 
the most amazing 
things, lead to 
great inventions 
and discoveries, 
and help us 
conquer our fears. 

 Students will 
understand that 
humans affect 
nature by helping 
wildlife survive, by 
harming plant and 
animal life, by 
depleting natural 
resources, and in 
both positive and 
negative ways. 

 Students will 
understand that 
the results of our 
actions can be 
making mistakes, 
winning and losing 
competitions, 
unforseen, and 
positive or 
negative. 

 Students will 
understand that 
travel safety 
means using safe 
vehicles, being 

Small Groups  
 
Read Directions 
Aloud 
 
Extended time 
 
Independent 
Practice Stations 
 
Practice, Reteach 
reading, vocabulary, 
and/or writing 
 
Reread  
 
ELL 

Weekly 
assessments 
check 
comprehension 
and fluency 
 
Weekly tests 
assess target 
skills 
 
Fresh Reads 
assess fluency 
and 
comprehension of 
a new passage 
 
Reading Street 
Sleuth assess 
students' ability to 
find clues in text 
through close 
reading 
 
Writing to Sources 
assess students' 
ability to write an 
argumentative, 
narrative, or 
explanatory 
paragraph in 
response to one 
source and then 
across two 
sources. 
 
Unit Benchmark 
Tests assess 



Quotations and 
Quotation Marks 
 
Background 
Knowledge 
 
Homographs 
 
Punctuation 

Students write clear 
and focused text to 
convey a well-defined 
perspective and 
appropriate content. 
 
CC.1.5 
Speaking and Listening: 
Students present 
appropriately in formal 
speaking situations, 
listen critically, and 
respond intelligently as 
individuals or in group 
discussions. 

aware of where 
you are, avoiding 
calamity, and 
being prudent. 

 Students will 
understand that 
people are 
influenced by the 
careers of others, 
wealth and 
celebrity, people 
with great talent 
and fervor, and 
family and friends. 

mastery of unit 
skills:  
comprehension, 
vocabulary, 
phonics, 
conventions and 
writing. 
 
Performance-
based 
assessments 
assess students' 
ability to 
demonstrate text-
based 
comprehension 
and application of 
higher-order 
thinking skills. 

 


