
Classical Education
Considerations for expanding the magnet program to K - 6



Lake Havasu Classical Academy at Oro Grande

What is Classical Education?
• Hierarchy of Learning:  Grammar, Logic and Rhetoric.

• Grammar:  K – 6;  students perform memorization and develop a knowledge base of 
facts, ideas, basic skills and principles. They will move from knowledge to organizing 
and analyzing these memorized facts, Ideas, skills and principles. 

• Virtue Education: Cultivate the virtues temperance, prudence, justice and fortitude. 
(self control, use of reason, regulation of relationships, and courage, emotional 
strength.)

• Historical Lens:  Develop informed and wise citizens. The curriculum annually focused 
on world and American based on historical timeline beginning in Ancient times. A 
literature curriculum placed in appropriate grade levels based on historical pattern. 



Our Classical Curriculum is based on the Core 
Knowledge Foundation and the Hillsdale College 
Classical initiative.  

Core Knowledge is coherent. 
• Explicit identification of what children should learn at each grade level 

ensures a coherent approach to building knowledge across all grade 
levels. Every child should learn the fundamentals of science, basic 
principles of government, important events in world history, essential 
elements of mathematics, literacy and language, widely 
acknowledged masterpieces of art and music from around the world, 
and stories and poems passed down from generation to generation.



Our Classical Curriculum is based on the Core 
Knowledge Foundation and the Hillsdale College 
Classical initiative.  

Core Knowledge is cumulative. 
• It provides a clear outline of content to be learned grade by grade so that 

knowledge, language, and skills build cumulatively from year to year. This 
sequential building of knowledge not only helps ensure that children enter 
each new grade ready to learn, but it also helps prevent the repetitions and 
gaps that so often characterize current education.

• The curriculum is based on the historical timeline from Ancient times 
through Modernity. The timelines are taught in each developmental stage 
building knowledge and understanding for each student in a meaningful 
way that is focused, again, on the cultivation of the human experience.



Our Classical Curriculum is based on the Core 
Knowledge Foundation and the Hillsdale College 
Classical initiative.  

Core Knowledge is content-specific. 
• The Core Knowledge Sequence is distinguished by its specificity. By 

clearly specifying important knowledge in language arts, history, 
geography, math, science, and the fine arts, the Sequence presents a 
practical answer to the question, “What do our children need to 
know?” Teachers are free to devote their energies and efforts to 
creatively planning how to teach the content to the children in their 
classrooms.











The Hillsdale Philosophy





“Text-centered, teacher-led classroom marked by 
Socratic, responsive discussion”

John Hattie, in his work Visible Learning, 2012, identifies how 
important it is for teachers to be clear on the goals (learning intentions) 
of any lesson, the surface and depth of conceptual learning, and what 
the outcome of the learning (success criteria) looks like.  
“A key issue is that students need to be explicitly taught the learning 
intentions and the success criteria.  The mind develops in response to 
challenge…and cognitive development is promoted by high-quality 
dialogue among peers supported by teachers.  The (research) program 
attained effect sizes of 0.60+.”



The Socratic seminar is a formal discussion, based on a text, in which 
the leader asks open-ended questions. Within the context of the 
discussion, students listen closely to the comments of others, thinking 
critically for themselves, and articulate their own thoughts and their 
responses to the thoughts of others.



The Hillsdale Materials



The Hillsdale Materials
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