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Careful Planning Remedy

for Growing Pains

Baldwin County’s population increase is expecied, especiallv considering the cowmny's aitractions. However.

what local school officials have found is that mosr of the newcomers bring teenagers. not kindergartners.

BY JIM DUNN

PHOTOS BY CAROLINE BAIRD SUMMERS

rowing areas like Baldwin County
Ghu\'c lots of requirements to keep
growing, [fom infrastructure
improvements o pew housing to more
recreational facilities. But it could casily be
argued that one facior that trumps a)l those
needs 1s education. The hotlest propertics on
the planet won't stay that way tong if new
residents cun't find a good schood for their
children and local business cun’¢ find an
educated labor pood.
With a student population ot 25.000 that
grows by some 600 to 800 students per year,
an annual bodgel of $250 million and SRS
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million in new construction scheduled in the
next three years, the Baldwin County Public
School System is making sure lecal schools
set all the funding and room w grow they
necd.

Dr. Faron Hoflinger is the school sysiem
superintcndent. He knows {irsthand how
much the coumty is changing due to poputa-
lion growth. “What | have seen is a rapid
movemen! from a rural to a highly suburban
school disirict, and in facl. there are certain
trends now, particularly in some of our
larger municipalities., that even suggest we
may be moving from a suburban to a more
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urbanized-1vpe of schnol district, af least in
some areas.”

That kind of change requires robust steps
to handle, and those steps are indeed taking
place. The syslem is currentiy building its
45th campus. and there are plans for new
schools throughoul the county. Hollinger
says, “We're lgoking ot 2 new high schoot
under comntruction in Spanish Forl. a new
middle xchool in Bay Minette. a new school
in [aley. a new school in Fairhope. exten-
sive renovations 10 some of our ather
facitities.”

In addition to boilding <undard schools.
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the county also is looking ut creating o
school that will help educate tomorrow s
high-1ech leaders. “One of the really
exciting componenis we have is that we're
looking wt a technology magnet high
school.” Hollinger says, "We don’t know
where that's going to be located at presem,
but we're looking a1 more of a magnet
achaol-type program it will be accessible
by all student<an Buddwin County. _..It will
have a high-tech emphasis that will prepare
voungsters for nol anly the workl of work
(ollowing high schuol. but will also be a
vollege-prep experience Tor those kids who
wanl 1o go on into, say engincering it
Georgiu Tech or MIT.”

Hollinger says staying on top of cducation
facility needs is harder than providing other
1ypes of governmenl services, “If you look
a1 other growth issues — hospitals, shop-
ping centers. utilities — ull you need 10
know is where development is. Schools are
cansiderably different. because you need
Know something about the age youngster

“THERE ARE VEAY FEW STARTER HOMES IN
BaLowin CounTY. PEOPLE LIVE OTHER
PLACES. AND MAYBE AS THEIR INCOME

GROWS, PARTICULARLY IN MosBILE,

PEQPLE SAY, ‘I'D LIXE TO RELOCATE IN SAY

THE EASTERN SHORE OR SOMEPLACE IN
BaLowin County.™”
— Da. FaroN HoLUNGER, BALOWIN

CouNTY SCHOOLS SUPERINTEMDENT

thal's going to be there. I you're not carefidl.
you Il build an elementury school where you
nceded a middle or high school. or vice
versa,”

According to Hollinger, analysis of demo-
graphic data shows that Baldwin County
isn’t expertencing the usual lype of student
growth. "What we're seeing is an aging of
the population. The median age is climbing.
so the people who are moving into Baldwin
Counly, the vast majority of rhem dv not
hoave young, clementary-age children. Qur
growth is in the middle and high schools.”

Hollinger belicves the reason for that
unusnal expansion can be found in the
county's real estatc. "There ure very few
starter homes in Baldwin Coumy.” hie says.,
“*People live other places. and maybe as their
income grows. particularly in Mobile,
people say. *I"d like 1o relocate in say the
Castern Shore or somepluce in Batdwin
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The influs of new residents into 1he
county means problems dealing with. and
planning for. an increased populiation. bul
those new rexidents aiso gencrale new
revenue for the county, Hollinger says.,
“We're indeed blessed in termy of our
revenue, But, by the same 1oken. thal
doesn’t mean that vou don’t need to be very
judicious and plan what vou need to do.”

One of the ways the county is able 10
maintain 4 2.5-month operation balance of

COUNTY

$22 million i~ the help of the more ilian 500
business partners. “That has heen a very,
very positive relationship for us. and |
verlainly hope it has been for 1he businesx
partner.” Holhnger says. “They are assigned
to a certain school, certain compunenis
within an area. and they just partner and
worhk with that school 10 provide enrichment
resoucces, o partner with them on special
prajects. They work with community fonn-
dations many tintey, s

The pluce of college is chaunging.
Becowe a ponl; of .
University of

South Alabama
Baldwin County

Arts and Sciences

Business Management

— Education

University of South Alabama
Baldwin Couaty
10 North Summir Street
Fairhope, AL 36532-2520
Call (251) 928-8133 for more information.
usabc.southalabama.edu

Adult Degree Program
Nursing
On-line Library Services
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