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Expository nonfiction tells facts about a topic. Look for facts about how a pumpkin grows.

A pumpkin is a fruit. It grows on a vine.
Pumpkins can be many colors. They can be big or little, smooth or bumpy. They have hard shells with lines from top to bottom.
Pumpkins start out as white oval seeds. Inside each seed is a tiny new plant. Farmers plant each seed in damp soil. After about ten days, a root comes out of the seed. The new plant gets food and water through the root.
Soon the first two leaves come out of the ground. They are seed leaves. They make food for the plant from air and sunlight.
Next, the plant grows its real leaves. Now they will make food for the plant. The seed leaves die.
The plant grows fast. It becomes a vine that twists and crawls across the ground. The vine grows tendrils. They curl around things to help support the vine.
Then the vine grows yellow flowers. Some are female flowers, and some are male flowers. Female flowers are on top of tiny, fuzzy green balls. Male flowers are on long stems. They have yellow powder called pollen inside. A pumpkin is made from both a male flower and a female flower.
A pumpkin is also made with the help of bees. Bees land on male flowers. Their pollen sticks to the bees. When the bees land on female flowers, some of the pollen comes off. The fuzzy green ball at the end of the flower begins to grow into a pumpkin.
The vines, tendrils, and leaves of the plant grow bigger all summer. Huge leaves shade the little pumpkins and the vines and keep the soil damp.
The little pumpkins will rot if they get too wet. The vine will dry up if it gets too much sun.
Beetles and squash bugs can hurt the pumpkins too. Farmers protect the growing pumpkins with insecticides or cover the vines with nets.
As the pumpkins grow bigger, seeds and pulp form inside. Their outsides turn from green to orange.
When the vines turn brown, it is harvest time. It has taken four months to go from seed to pumpkins. Farmers cut the bright orange fruit from the vine.
People will buy the pumpkins at farm stands and stores. They will make pies and other foods or jack-o-lanterns at Halloween.
Farm animals will eat some of the pumpkins. Some people bake the pumpkin seeds to eat. Some seeds are saved to grow more pumpkins next year.
After the pumpkins are gone, the farmer plows the field. Old vines and unpicked pumpkins are mixed into the soil. They make the soil good for planting the seeds next spring.
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