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Asheboro City Schools have been online only through that ﬁrst few weeks of the school year, but the Sept. 10 ACS Board of Education meeting
could see that change if the COVID numbers are good. [TONY BOLICK]
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Schools facing daily challenges, COVID
By Tony Bolick
Asheboro Courier-Tribune
USA TODAY NETWORK

ASHEBORO — School
administrators, teachers
and students have a couple
of weeks behind them in the
2020-21 school year and so
far so good. To say it has
been eventful thus far is an

understatement.
Never mind the new
normal with classes split up
and the new cleaning and
in-school procedures for the
Randolph County School
System (RCSS), which joined
Uwharrie Charter Academy as
the only systems in the region
to resume on-campus education. Asheboro City Schools

(ACS) have remained remote
only, but will be addressing a
possible return to school once
the board of education meets
next week.
“The first three weeks of
school in the Randolph County
School System have been very
positive,” Superintendent Dr.
Stephen Gainey said. “Our
students and staff members

have done a great job on our
school campuses as well as
with remote instruction.
“Also, the parents of our
students, the members of the
Board of Education and the
members of the surrounding community should be
commended for their efforts
See SCHOOLS, A2

Hospital: Russia’s Navalny
out of coma, is responsive
By Frank Jordans
The Associated Press

BERLIN — Poisoned
Russian opposition leader
Alexei Navalny’s condition
has improved, allowing doctors to take him out of an
induced coma, the German
hospital treating him said
Monday.
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Russian
opposition
activist Alexei
Navalny
gestures while
speaking to a
crowd during
a political
protest July
20, 2019, in
Moscow,
Russia. [PAVEL

Navalny, a fierce, highprofile critic of Russian
President Vladimir Putin,
was flown to Germany last
month after falling ill on
Aug. 20 on a domestic flight
in Russia. German chemical
weapons experts say tests
show the 44-year-old was
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See RUSSIA, A4
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In 1964, public schools in
Prince Edward County,
Virginia, reopened after
being closed for ﬁve years
by ofﬁcials attempting to
prevent court-ordered racial
desegregation.
In 1986, “The Oprah Winfrey
Show” began the ﬁrst of
25 seasons in national
syndication.
In 2005, Congress hastened
to provide an additional
$51.8 billion for relief and
recovery from Hurricane
Katrina; President George
W. Bush pledged to make
it “easy and simple as
possible” for uncounted,
uprooted storm victims to
collect food stamps and
other government beneﬁts.
In 2014, Ray Rice was let
go by the Baltimore Ravens
and suspended indeﬁnitely
by the NFL after a video
was released showing the
running back striking his
then-ﬁancee, Janay Palmer,
in an elevator. (A neutral
arbitrator vacated the suspension two months later,
but Rice never played in the
NFL again.) S. Truett Cathy,
the billionaire founder of the
Chick-ﬁl-A restaurant chain,
died in suburban Atlanta at
age 93.
Ten years ago: BP took some
of the blame for the Gulf
oil disaster in an internal
report, acknowledging
among other things that it
had misinterpreted a key
pressure test of the well,
but also assigned responsibility to its partners on
the doomed rig. Israel Tal,
a decorated war hero and
creator of Israel’s renowned
“Merkava” tank, died at age
86. Allen Dale June, one of
the 29 original Navajo code
talkers of World War II, died
in Prescott, Arizona, at age
91.
Five years ago: After resisting apologizing for using a
personal email account run
on a private server to conduct government business
as secretary of state, Hillary
Clinton shifted course, telling ABC News, “That was
a mistake. I’m sorry about
that.”

to support our school
system during the opening of the 2020-2021
school year.”
ACS superintendent
Dr. Aaron Woody was
very upbeat related to the
school year thus far. Like
Gainey, he stated the
response has been well
received as to how the
school is progressing and
teaching with the students is being conducted.
“It’s going really well.
We’ve had a couple of
tech issues that we’re
working through,” he
said. “Our teachers are
meeting with their kids
the times they are supposed to have class.
We’ve had a lot of positive
responses from parents.
We’re really trying to
establish relationships
through teachers and
students.
“We realize that this is
going to be a long year.
We’re going to have our
ups and downs. We owe
it to our kids to give our
very best.”
Still, as the year began,
both sides have had their
headaches as things
progressed.
For the county
schools, there have not
been a lot of issues that
have come up throughout the process as the
students returned to
school. That is, aside
from the obvious, which
is COVID-19 and its
threat when gathering
students and teachers at school. Thus far,
only four incidents of
exposure have occurred
where the county has
had to step in and send
some home for exposure
and for safety.
The biggest is the
closure of Trinity High
School to students, a
decision made by staff
with input from Randolph
County Public Health
which has been in on all
the situations related to
COVID-19 in schools.
The high school will be
closed through Sept. 13
with hopes of getting students back in on Sept. 14
and 17.
Through it all, Gainey
has maintained that the
staff will continue to
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Students in the Randolph County School System, like these at Grays Chapel
Elementary, have been rolling along so far with just a few issues related to COVID-19
early in the 2020-21 school year. [TIM MOODY/PIO, RCSS]

work with public health
and the state guidances
pertaining to COVID in
providing the complete
care and safety of the students and their families as
well as the teachers, staff
and their families as well.
“I am extremely proud
of the high level of effort
exhibited by our students and staff members
to start the 2020-2021
school year on a positive
note,” he said.
Bringing students back
requires vigilance on
cleaning and protocols.
That includes masks and
checks before students
enter the schools. It also
means much more incentive daily and weekly
cleaning, exercising all
these precautions to limit
COVID-19 exposure or
contamination which
might greatly impact
their ability to learn. And
even with that, it is going
relatively smoothly.
“Our students, staff
members and parents
have been very receptive to the new safety
standards implemented
throughout our school
system as a result of the
coronavirus pandemic,”
he said.
Those issues are still to
come for Woody as the
board of education is set
to meet on Sept. 10. That
might be when they could
reach a decision to bring
students back to campus.
As for now, it has been so
far, so good. Asheboro’s
primary problems thus
far into the year all have
to do with technology and
the internet.
“We’ve had network
drops and such. We’ve
learned some things
regarding (internet)

hotspots, network firewalls,” Woody said,
adding they have had to
wrestle with some hackers attempting to disrupt
the network. They are
pursuing the problem, adding the source
is from far away, not a
local situation attempting to muddle the school
system.
Even though students
are not in school, it is all
a big undertaking and will
be just as much of a new
twist whenever students
return. But Woody says
that everyone is working
together for the most part
to get through it and learn
it all together.
“Our advantage is we
did some big planning
in the spring and put
some investment behind
it,” he said. “We’ve not
been overly complicated
or rigorous yet. We’re
learning the ins and outs,
getting attendance, turning in work, etc. People
realize it isn‘t perfect,
but they realize that we’re
working.”
“The school system is
working hard every day
to improve our effectiveness with regard to
the provision of remote
instruction for students,”
Gainey said. “This work
also is aimed at providing additional support for
our staff members in their
work to provide remote
instruction for students.”
While no students have
been on campus yet, there
have been COVID issues
as well for Woody and the
ACS administration with
a teacher and a couple
of staff members dealing with a positive test
and exposures. In all,
the protocols have been
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implemented with went
off without issue as they
continue to work toward
the day when students
will return.
“We’ve purchased
quite a bit of new equipment and cleaning
supplies. That’s a work in
progress, too. (The key) I
think is communication
with the staff and with
the public, to help folks
understand it is safe.
“Over next two weeks,
we’re going to every
school and every day,
going through every
school, all the supplies
… We want to be able to
say to all the families that
we’ve dotted every ‘i’ and
crossed every ‘t.’ “
On Sept. 10, the ACS
board will meet and
Woody will give them the
numbers and a decision
to return to on-campus
learning could come
then.
“We will look at the
(COVID) metrics: the
7- and 14-day average/
transfer rates, the percentages of it in Randolph
County and hot spot data
as well as data in school
visits,” Woody said.
Meanwhile, the school
year rolls on. A lot of
people echo the end of
Dr. Gainey's summation.
“Overall, I am very
proud of everyone’s
efforts at the school level
as well as the central service level,” he said. “I am
confident that our school
system will continue
to get better with our
movement through the
2020-2021 school year.
Nonetheless, I look forward to the day when all
of our students return to
our 31 school campuses at
the same time.”
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