
hierarchy of language skills
Level Skill examples

9 analogies Comparing two items.  
Ex. A shoe and a sock go together as a hand and a ____.

8 idioms Understanding non-literal phrases. 
Ex. raining cats and dogs

7 multiple meanings Identifying and describing words that have more than one 
meaning.  Ex. park, bowl, bat

6 differences Telling how two or more objects are different
Ex. How are a cat and a dog different?

5 similarities Telling how two or more objects are alike
Ex. How are a cat and a dog alike?

4 categorization Naming and identifying categories, synonyms and antonyms
Ex. Name three fruits, give a synonym for cold.

3 associations Naming and identifying what ”goes together”.  
Ex. peanut butter and jelly

2 functions Naming and identifying objects by their function
Ex. What do you do with scissors?  

1 Labeling Naming objects and pictures of objects
Ex. What is this?  Where is ___?

This chart outlines the typical progression of language processing skills. 
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