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Share Facts About COVID-19

Know the facts about coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) and help stop the spread of rumors.
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LB Diseases can make anyone sick
regardless of their race or ethnicity.

People of Asian descent, including Chinese
Americans, are not more likely to get COVID-19
than any other American. Help stop fear by

letting people know that being of Asian descent

does not increase the chance of getting or
spreading COVID-19.

FACT Some people are at increased risk of
2 getting COVID-19.

People who have been in close contact with a
person known to have COVID-19 or people who
live in or have recently been in an area with
ongoing spread are at an increased risk

of exposure.

FACT Someone who has completed
3 quarantine or has been released
from isolation does not pose a risk of

infection to other people.

For up-to-date information, visit CDC’s
coronavirus disease 2019 web page.
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FACT You can help stop COVID-19
4 by knowing the signs
and symptoms:

 Fever
« Cough

« Shortness of breath
Seek medical advice if you
« Develop symptoms
AND

- Have been in close contact
with a person known to have
COVID-19 or if you live in or have
recently been in an area with
ongoing spread of COVID-19.

FACT There are simple things you can
5 do to help keep yourself and
others healthy.

- Wash your hands often with soap
and water for at least 20 seconds,
especially after blowing your nose,
coughing, or sneezing; going to
the bathroom; and before eating or
preparing food.

- Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and
mouth with unwashed hands.

- Stay home when you are sick.

- Cover your cough or sneeze with a
tissue, then throw the tissue in
the trash.

For more information: www.cdc.gov/COVID19



C V’{B What you need to know about

What is coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19)?

Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) is a respiratory illness
that can spread from person to person. The virus that causes
COVID-19 is a novel coronavirus that was first identified during
an investigation into an outbreak in Wuhan, China.

Can people in the U.S. get COVID-19?

Yes. COVID-19 is spreading from person to person in parts of
the United States. Risk of infection with COVID-19 is higher
for people who are close contacts of someone known to have
COVID-19, for example healthcare workers, or household
members. Other people at higher risk for infection are those
who live in or have recently been in an area with ongoing spread
of COVID-19. Learn more about places with ongoing spread at
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/about/
transmission.html#geographic.

Have there been cases of COVID-19 in the U.S.?

Yes. The first case of COVID-19 in the United States was
reported on January 21, 2020. The current count of cases of
COVID-19 in the United States is available on CDC’s webpage at
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-in-us.html.

How does COVID-19 spread?

The virus that causes COVID-19 probably emerged from an
animal source, but is now spreading from person to person.
The virus is thought to spread mainly between people who
are in close contact with one another (within about 6 feet)
through respiratory droplets produced when an infected
person coughs or sneezes. It also may be possible that a person
can get COVID-19 by touching a surface or object that has
the virus on it and then touching their own mouth, nose, or
possibly their eyes, but this is not thought to be the main
way the virus spreads. Learn what is known about the spread
of newly emerged coronaviruses at https://www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-ncov/about/transmission.html.

What are the symptoms of COVID-19?

Patients with COVID-19 have had mild to severe respiratory
illness with symptoms of

. fever

+ cough

+ shortness of breath
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coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19)

What are severe complications from this virus?

Some patients have pneumonia in both lungs, multi-organ
failure and in some cases death.

How can | help protect myself?

People can help protect themselves from respiratory illness with

everyday preventive actions.

+ Avoid close contact with people who are sick.

« Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with
unwashed hands.

+ Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20
seconds. Use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer that contains at
least 60% alcohol if soap and water are not available.

If you are sick, to keep from spreading respiratory iliness
to others, you should

+ Stay home when you are sick.

+ Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the
tissue in the trash.

+ Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects
and surfaces.

What should | do if I recently traveled from an area with
ongoing spread of COVID-19?

If you have traveled from an affected area, there may be
restrictions on your movements for up to 2 weeks. If you
develop symptoms during that period (fever, cough, trouble
breathing), seek medical advice. Call the office of your health
care provider before you go, and tell them about your travel and
your symptoms. They will give you instructions on how to get
care without exposing other people to your illness. While sick,
avoid contact with people, don’t go out and delay any travel to
reduce the possibility of spreading illness to others.

Is there a vaccine?

There is currently no vaccine to protect against COVID-19. The
best way to prevent infection is to take everyday preventive
actions, like avoiding close contact with people who are sick and
washing your hands often.

Is there a treatment?

There is no specific antiviral treatment for COVID-19.
People with COVID-19 can seek medical care to help
relieve symptoms.

For more information: www.cdc.gov/COVID19
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Help prevent the spread of respiratory diseases like COVID-19.

Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue,
then throw the tissue
in the trash.

For more information: www.cdc.gov/COVID19
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SYMPTOMS OF CORONAVIRUS DISEASE 2019

CORONAVIRUS
DISEASE

Patients with COVID-19 have experienced mild to
severe respiratory iliness.

Symptoms* can include l

*Symptoms may appear 2-14
days after exposure.

SHORTNESS
OF BREATH

Seek medical advice if you develop
symptoms, and have been in close
contact with a person known to
have COVID-19 or if you live in or
have recently been in an area with
ongoing spread of COVID-19.

For more information: www.cdc.gov/COVID19-symptoms
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CDC Protects and Prepares Communities

(DCis aggressively responding to the global outbreak of COVID-19 and preparing for the potential of
community spread in the U.S.

Conducts outreach to travelers

Issues travel notices

¢---- Laboratory and
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diagnostics

Develops diagnostic
tests

Confirms all positive
test results submitted
by states

Healthcare professionals ----»

Healthcare systems

Develops guidance for healthcare

professionals

- Schools

Provides guidance
for schools including
school closures and
online education
options
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Conducts clinical outreach and education

Develops preparedness checklists for health systems

Provides guidance for PPE supply planning, healthcare
system screening, and infection control

Leverages existing telehealth tools to redirect persons
to the right level of care

- Businesses

*  Provides business guidance including
recommendations for sick leave policies
and continuity of operations

- Community members

e Shares information on symptoms
and prevention

e Provides information on home care

*  Encourages social distancing

- Health departments

e Assesses state and local
readiness to implement
community mitigation
measures

e Links public health
agencies and healthcare
systems
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For more information: www.cdc.gov/COVID19
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Stay healthy.
Wash your hands.

CS294906-F www.cdc.gov/handwashing
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This material was developed by CDC. The Life is Better with Clean Hands campaign is made possible by a partnership between
the CDC Foundation, GOJO, and Staples. HHS/CDC does not endorse commercial products, services, or companies.
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