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TODAY
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65°/41°
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53°/37°
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The Associated Press

RALEIGH — North Carolina 
reported more than 6,000 
new cases of COVID-19, 
and 109 new related deaths 
— making Sunday the fourth 
day straight of more than 100 
deaths from the virus in the 
state.

W i t h  S u n d a y ' s  a d d e d 

deaths, the N.C. Department 
of Health and Human Services 
reports that 8,695 people have 
died from the coronavirus — 
including 1,875 deaths in 2021.

DHHS reported 6,096 new 
cases of the virus Sunday, as 
all but one of the state's coun-
ties displayed what the agency 
describes as substantial or 
critical COVID-19 spread in 

recent weeks. The state broke 
a three-day streak of at least 
7,000 new cases a day.

There are 3,303 people 
hospitalized due to the virus, 
according to state data — 
trending down from the 
previous day's 3,416 hospi-
talizations, but with a smaller 
share of hospitals report-
ing, 93%. The state reached 

a pandemic high of 3,990 
hospitalizations earlier this 
month.

North Carolina hospitals 
currently have 386 available 
beds in intensive care units, 
DHHS reports. That's 11 more 
than reported Saturday. The 
state also reported 398 addi-
tional open inpatient beds 
on Sunday, bringing North 

Carolina's total available 
inpatient beds to 5,111.

As of Friday, the most 
recent day of data available, 
10.5% of all COVID-19 tests 
were coming back positive. 
The state has said that number 
needs to be roughly 5% in 
order to contain the spread of

NC reports fourth straight day of over 100 COVID-19 deaths

The Associated Press

State officials are report-
ing the first case in North 
Carolina of a more conta-
gious strain of the coronavirus 
that was first detected in the 
United Kingdom in December.

Officials said in a news 
release Saturday that the 
B.1.1.7 variant was identified 

in a sample from an adult in 
Mecklenburg County. No 
other details about the person 
were released.

As of Friday almost 200 
cases of B.1.1.7 had been 
reported in 21 states.

Health officials have said 
that early data suggest that 
the variant may be more con-
tagious than other variants 

of the virus, but that the 
current COVID-19 vaccines 
are expected to be effective 
against it.

“While expected, identi-
fication of this COVID-19 
variant in North Carolina is 
concerning, especially at the 
same time as we are already 

Offi  cials: New COVID strain reported in NC
Cheryl Thacker, RN, 
prepares items for a 
patient being released 
from the COVID-19 
unit at CarolinaEast 
Medical Center in New 
Bern, NC, Sept. 10, 
2020. [GRAY WHITLEY / 

SUN JOURNAL STAFF] 

By Jonathan Drew and 
Kathleen Ronayne
The Associated Press

Coronavirus deaths and 
cases per day in the U.S. 
dropped markedly over 
the past couple of weeks 
but are still running at 
alarmingly high levels, 
and the effort to snuff out 
COVID-19 is becoming 
an ever more urgent race 
between the vaccine and 
the mutating virus.

The government’s top 
infectious-disease expert, 
Dr. Anthony Fauci, said 
the improvement in num-
bers around the country 
appears to reflect a “nat-
ural peaking and then 
plateauing” after a holi-
day surge, rather than 
the arrival of vaccines in 
mid-December.

Deaths are running at an 
average of just under 3,100 
a day, down from more 
than 3,350 less than two 

weeks ago. New cases are 
averaging about 170,000 
a day after peaking at 
almost 250,000 on Jan. 11. 
The number of COVID-19 
patients in the hospital in 
the U.S. has fallen to about 
110,000 from a high of 
132,000 on Jan. 7.

States that have been 
hot spots in recent weeks 
such as California and 
Arizona have shown simi-
lar improvements during 
the same period.

On Monday, California 
lifted regional stay-at-
home orders in favor 
of  county-by-county 
restrictions and ended a 
10 p.m. curfew. The shift 
will allow restaurants and 
churches to resume out-
door operations and hair 
and nail salons to reopen in 
many places, though local 
officials could choose to 
impose stricter rules.

Elsewhere, Minnesota 
school districts have begun 

bringing elementary stu-
dents back for in-person 
learning. Chicago’s school 
system, the nation’s third-
largest district, had hoped 
to bring teachers back 
Monday to prepare for 
students to return next 
month, but the teachers 
union has refused.

“ I  d o n ’ t  t h i n k  t h e 
dynamics of what we’re 
seeing now with the pla-
teauing is significantly 
influenced yet — it will 
be soon — but yet by the 
vaccine. I just think it’s 
the natural course of pla-
teauing,” Fauci told NBC’s 
“Today.”

Nationwide, about 18 
million people, or less than 
6% of the U.S. population, 
have received at least one 
dose of vaccine, including 
about 3 million who have 
gotten the second shot, 
according to the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention. Only slightly 

more than half of the 41 
million doses distributed 
to the states by the federal 
government have been 
injected into arms, by the 
CDC’s count.

Fauci also warned that 
the U.S. shouldn’t let its 
guard down as variants 
that are more contagious 
take hold.

“We don’t want to get 
complacent and think, ‘Oh, 
things are going in the right 
direction, we can pull back 
a bit,’” he said.

The virus has killed 
over 419,000 Americans 
and infected more than 25 
million. And health experts 
have warned that the more 
contagious and possi-
bly more deadly variant 
sweeping through Britain 
will probably become the 
dominant source of infec-
tion in the U.S. by March. 
It has been reported in over 

US virus numbers drop, but race 
against new strains heats up

Cars line up for COVID-19 testing Jan. 5 outside Hard Rock Stadium in Miami Gardens, Fla. Coronavirus deaths and cases per day in 
the U.S. dropped markedly over the past couple of weeks but are still running at alarmingly high levels, and the effort to snuff out 
COVID-19 is becoming an ever more urgent race between the vaccine and the mutating virus. [WILFREDO LEE/ASSOCIATED PRESS FILE 

PHOTO]

By Petruce Jean-Charles
Asheboro Courier-Tribune
USA TODAY NETWORK

After a meeting discussion about
getting more masks, the Randolph
County School System has been 
selected to receive 97,500 masks 
from America’s Mask Challenge.

The challenge is in partnership
with United Way Worldwide, 
the Business Roundtable and the 
CDC Foundation. United Way, a 
privately funded nonprofit, plans 
to deliver 200 million face masks 
for students, teachers and staff 
in under-resourced educational 
institutions.

I n  a  p r e s s  r e l e a s e ,  B r i a n
Gallagher, president and CEO, 
said, "The challenge is an oppor-
tunity to help protect the 37 million 
students, 4 million teachers and 
school staff at 56,000 schools 
receiving federal Title 1 funding."

Since his start in the office,
President Joe Biden has vowed to 
safely reopen many schools within 
his first 100 days, prompting this 
challenge’s goal of at least 40 mil-
lion for the school year.

According to the CDC, cloth
masks in schools can help slow the 
spread of the coronavirus, along 
with hand-washing and regularly 
disinfecting surfaces. The masks 
are provided by Hanes Brands, a 
clothing apparel brand that has 
agreed to coordinate masks by CDC 
guidelines and produce masks for 
delivery.

The Winston-Salem based com-
pany has not only served as the 
pilot for distribution but has also 
donated 25 million masks to the 
Mask Challenge.

Southerlyn Reisig, director of
public relations for United Way 
Worldwide, said so far 10.5 million 
masks are scheduled for delivery. 
"About half of those were sched-
uled by the end of 2020, the balance 
has been scheduled this year. This
is based on the school systems’ 
preference."

When deciding the amount of 
masks per system, the organization 

A pandemic 
miracle: 
Local 
school 
system on 
donation

See DEATHS,  A2

See STRAIN,  A2

See DONATION,  A3See VIRUS,  A3
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20 states so far. Another 
mutant version is circu-
lating in South Africa.

The more the virus 
spreads, the more oppor-
tunities it has to mutate. 
The fear is that it will 
ultimately defeat the 
vaccines.

To guard against the 
new variants, President 
Joe Biden is adding South 
Africa to a list of more 
than two dozen coun-
tries whose residents are 
subject to coronavirus-
related limits on entering 
the U.S.

Most non-U.S. citizens 
who have been to Brazil, 
Ireland, Britain and other 
European countries will 
be barred from entering 

the U.S. under the rules 
being reimposed by Biden 
after President Donald 
Trump had moved to relax 
them.

Fauci said scientists 
are already preparing to 
adjust COVID-19 vac-
cines to address the 
mutated versions that 
erupted in Britain and 
South Africa.

He said there is “a very 
slight, modest diminu-
tion” of the effectiveness 
of COVID-19 vaccines 
against those variants, 
but  “there’s  enough 
cushion with the vaccines 
that we have that we still 
consider them to be effec-
tive” against both.

British authorities have 
said there is evidence that 
the variant circulating 
there may be more deadly 
than the original. Fauci 
called the South African 

variant even “more omi-
nous,” noting that test 
tube studies suggest 
monoclonal antibodies 
do not work as well as a 
treatment against it.

Moderna, the maker of 
one of the two vaccines 
being used in the U.S., 
announced on Monday 
that it is beginning to test 
a possible booster dose 
against the South African 
variant. Moderna CEO 
Stephane Bancel said the 
move was out of “an abun-
dance of caution” after 
preliminary lab tests sug-
gested its shot produced a 
weaker immune response 
to that variant.

T h e  v a c c i n e  r o l l -
out in the U.S. has been 
marked by disarray and 
confusion, with states 
complaining in recent 
days about shortages and 
inadequate deliveries that 

have forced them to cancel 
mass vaccination events 
and tens of thousands of 
appointments.

New York City Mayor 
Bill de Blasio said city 
officials had set a goal of 
administering 300,000 
shots last week but were 
able to give only 200,000 
because of a lack of supply. 
If supplies were adequate, 
he said, the city could open 
large-scale vaccination 
centers at sports arenas that 
would allow it to increase to 
500,000 shots per week.

“Here you have New 
York City ready to vac-
cinate at the rate of a 
half-million New Yorkers 
a week, but we don’t have 
the vaccine to go with it,” 
de Blasio said. “A lot of other 
places in the country are 
ready to do so much more. 
We need our federal gov-
ernment to lead the way.”

VIRUS
From Page A1

looks at Title 1 schools, 
rising COVID rates, 
unemployment rates and 
other need factors.

After they coordinated 
with the school systems, 
Hanes Brands shipped 
directly to the school 
systems. "Each ship-
ment included five masks 
per student, teacher and 
school employee of the 
targeted schools."

The organization also 
worked first-hand with 
superintendents of each 
school system to arrange 
when and how the masks 
would be delivered. 
Other than Randolph 
County the company 
reached out to all 100 
counties in the state.

"I know that Forsyth 
County schools had a 
distribution of 150,000 
masks last week, and is 
expecting 100,000 more 
soon," Reisig said. 

The Randolph County 
School System has been 
vocal on social media 
about being thankful for 
the huge donation.

Petruce Jean-Charles is 

DONATION
From Page A1

a Government Watchdog 
Reporter. They are inter-
ested in what's going 
on in the community 
and are open to tips on 
people, businesses and 
issues. Contact Petruce 
at pjeancharles@gan-
nett.com and follow @
PetruceKetsia on Twitter.

By Lolita C. Baldor 
and Zeke Miller
The Associated Press

W A S H I N G T O N  — 
P r e s i d e n t  J o e  B i d e n 
signed an order Monday 
reversing a Trump-era 
Pentagon policy that 
largely barred trans-
gender individuals from 
serving in the military.

The new order, which 
Biden signed in the Oval 
Office during a meeting 
with Defense Secretary 
Lloyd Austin, overturns a 
ban ordered by President 
Donald Trump in a tweet 
during his first year in 
office. It immediately 
prohibits any service 
m e m b e r  f r o m  b e i n g 
forced out of the military 
on the basis of gender 
identity.

The decision comes as 
Biden plans to turn his 
attention to equity issues 
that he believes continue 
to shadow nearly all 
aspects of American life. 
Ahead of his inaugura-
tion, Biden’s transition 
team circulated a memo 
saying Biden planned to 
use his first full week as 
president “to advance 

e q u i t y  a n d  s u p p o r t 
communities of color 
and other underserved 
communities.”

As he signed the order 
on Monday, Biden said, 
“What I’m doing is enabling 
all qualified Americans 
to serve their country in 
uniform.”

“America is stronger, 
at home and around the 
world, when it is inclu-
sive. The military is no 
exception,” the order says. 
“Allowing all qualified 
Americans to serve their 
country in uniform is better 

for the military and better 
for the country because an 
inclusive force is a more 
effective force. Simply put, 
it’s the right thing to do and 
is in our national interest.”

The order directs the 
departments of Defense 
and Homeland Security 
to take steps to implement 
the order for the mili-
tary and the Coast Guard. 
And it says they must 
reexamine the records 
of service members who 
were discharged or denied 
reenlistment due to gender 
identity issues under the 

previous policy.
It requires the depart-

ments to submit a report to 
the president on their prog-
ress within 60 days.

Austin, in a state-
ment, voiced support for 
the change and said the 
Pentagon will work over the 
next two months to imple-
ment the new policy.

“I fully support the 
President’s direction that 
all transgender individu-
als who wish to serve in the 
United States military and 
can meet the appropriate 
standards shall be able to 
do so openly and free from 
discrimination,” Austin 
said. “This is the right 
thing to do. It is also the 
smart thing to do.”

Congress members 
and advocates hailed the 
signing.

“This is the triumph of 
evidence-based policy 
over discrimination,” said 
Aaron Belkin, the execu-
tive director of the Palm 
Center, which researches 
and advocates against 
LGBTQ discrimination. 
“The inclusive policy will 
make it easier for trans 
troops to do their jobs and 
to fulfill their missions.”

Biden reverses Trump ban on 
transgender people in military

Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin listens as President Joe 
Biden speaks before signing an Executive Order reversing 
the Trump era ban on transgender individuals serving in 
military, Monday in the Oval Offi ce of the White House in 
Washington. [EVAN VUCCI/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS]

By Colleen Long
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON 
— Dominion Voting 
Systems filed a defama-
tion lawsuit on Monday 
against Donald Trump’s 
personal lawyer Rudy 
Giuliani, who led the 
f o r m e r  p r e s i d e n t ’ s 
efforts to spread base-
less claims about the 
2020 election.

The lawsuit seeks 
more than $1.3 billion in 
damages for the voting 
machine company, a 
target for conserva-
tives who made up wild 
claims about the com-
pany, blaming it for 
Trump’s loss and alleg-
ing without evidence 
that its systems were 
easily manipulated. 
Dominion is one of the 
nation’s top voting 
machine companies 
and provided machines 
for the state of Georgia, 
the critical battleground 
that Biden won and 
which flipped control 
of the U.S. Senate.

The company faced 
such a mountain of 
threats and criticism 
that one of its top execu-
tives went into hiding. The 
suit is based on statements 
Giuliani made on Twitter, 
in conservative media and 
during legislative hearings 
where the former mayor 
of New York claimed the 
voting machine company 
conspired to flip votes to 
President Joe Biden.

Dominion’s lawsuit, 
filed in federal court in the 
District of Columbia, is 
among the first major signs 
of fallout for the former 
president’s allies and the 
failed effort to subvert the 
2020 election that ended 

with a Jan. 6 riot at the U.S. 
Capitol by a pro-Trump 
mob that claimed the elec-
tion had been stolen.

“For Dominion — whose 
business is producing and 
providing voting sys-
tems for elections — there 
are no accusations that 
could do more to damage 
Dominion’s business or to 
impugn Dominion’s integ-
rity, ethics, honesty, and 
financial integrity,” the 
lawsuit says. “Giuliani’s 
statements were calcu-
lated to — and did in fact 
— provoke outrage and 
cause Dominion enormous 
harm.”

There was no wide-
spread fraud in the 
election, which a range of 
election officials across 
the country including 
Trump’s former attor-
ney general, William 
Barr, have confirmed. 
Republican governors 
in Arizona and Georgia, 
key battleground states 
crucial to Biden’s vic-
tory, also vouched for the 
integrity of the elections 
in their states. Nearly all 
the legal challenges from 
Trump and his allies 
have been dismissed by 
judges, including two 
tossed by the Supreme 
Court, which includes 
three Trump-nominated 
justices.

“Dominion brings this 
action to set the record 
straight, to vindicate the 
company’s rights under 
civil law, to recover com-
pensatory and punitive 
damages, and to stand up 
for itself, its employees, 
and the electoral pro-
cess,” the lawsuit read.

G i u l i a n i  d i d  n o t 
respond to a report-
er’s message seeking 
comment.

Dominion Voting 
Systems sues Giuliani 
over election claims

By Dan Sewell
The Associated Press

C I N C I N N A T I  — 
Republican U.S. Sen. Rob 
Portman, of Ohio, said 
Monday that he won’t seek 
reelection due in part to 
how it’s gotten “harder to 
break through the partisan 
gridlock and make prog-
ress,” and plans to end a 
career in federal govern-
ment spanning more than 
three decades.

Portman’s announce-
ment comes the same day 
the U.S. Senate is receiving 
the House impeachment 
article against former 
Republican President 
Donald Trump. While 
some Republican sena-
tors have criticized going 
ahead with the trial next 
month with Trump out of 
office, Portman said last 
week he would listen to 
both sides before making 

a decision on how to vote.
“Our country is very 

polarized,” Portman said, 
adding that Trump did 
not help with the polar-
ization. “It’s shirts and 
skins right now. We need 
to tone it down.”

While Portman twice 

won election to the Senate 
by landslide margins, his 
departure could open 
up a Democratic oppor-
tunity.  But Portman 
n o t e d  t h a t  O h i o ’ s 
statewide government 
offices are dominated by 
Republicans and there are 

no shortage of potential 
candidates. Trump car-
ried the state twice.

P o r t m a n ,  w h o 
turned 65 last month, 
i s  a m o n g  e s t a b l i s h -
ment Republicans who 
struggled with support-
ing Trump. Once dubbed 
“The Loyal  Soldier” 
in a front-page profile 
story in his hometown 
Cincinnati  Enquirer, 
Portman usually sup-
ported Trump in carefully 
worded statements. After 
Trump called the presi-
dential election rigged, 
Portman said Trump had 
a right to a probe of any 
irregularities.

But in the immediate 
aftermath of the Jan. 6 
insurrection at the U.S. 
Capitol, Portman said 
Trump needed to go on 
national TV to address his 
supporters and tell them 
to refrain from violence.

Republican Sen. Rob Portman 
of Ohio won’t seek reelection

U.S. Sen. Rob Portman listens as his wife Jane answers 
a question Monday after he announced that he will not 
be seeking re-election when his term is up in 2022, at the 
Hilton Hotel in Cincinnati, Ohio. [KAREEM ELGAZZAR/THE 

CINCINNATI ENQUIRER VIA THE ASSOCIATED PRESS]

By Mark Sherman
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The 
Supreme Court on Monday 
brought an end to lawsuits 
over whether Donald Trump 
illegally profited off his presi-
dency, saying the cases are 
moot now that Trump is no 
longer in office.

The high court’s action 
was the first in an expected 
steady stream of orders 
and rulings on pending 
lawsuits involving Trump 

now that his presidency has 
ended. Some orders may 
result in dismissals of cases 
since Trump is no longer 
president. In other cases, 
proceedings that had been 
delayed because Trump was 
in the White House could 
resume and their pace even 
quicken.

The justices threw out 
Trump’s challenge to 
lower court rulings that 
had allowed lawsuits to go 
forward alleging that he 
violated the Constitution’s 

emoluments clause by 
accepting payments from 
foreign and domestic offi-
cials who stay at the Trump 
International Hotel and 
patronize other businesses 
owned by the former presi-
dent and his family.

The high court also 
ordered the lower court rul-
ings thrown out as well and 
directed appeals courts in 
New York and Richmond, 
Virginia, to dismiss the suits 
as moot now that Trump is 
no longer in office.

The outcome leaves no 
appellate court opinions on 
the books in an area of the law 
that has been rarely explored 
in U.S. history.

The cases involved suits 
filed by Maryland and the 
District of Columbia, and 
high-end restaurants and 
hotels in New York and 
Washington, D.C., that 
“found themselves in the 
unenviable position of having 
to compete with businesses 
owned by the President of 
the United States.”

Supreme Court ends Trump emoluments lawsuits OPEN 11 AM - 8 PM

818 E. Dixie Dr. 336-633-1234

TUESDAY SPECIALS!
Lg. Flounder/Shrimp ............9.49

Chicken Fingers ...................6.39

6 oz. Beef Tips w./Salad............8.39

Popcorn Shrimp
ALL DAY .............................6.59

SUPER COMBOS
LUNCHTIME $8.39
DINNERTIME $9.49

Blue Plate Special:
Flounder 11am-4pm ..... 6.39

OPEN 11 AM - 8 PM
2361 N. Fayetteville St.

Dine In - 80 Seats or To Go

336-610-1234

www.americasroadhouse.com

JANUARY SPECIAL

LUNCH 11AM - 4PM

LARGE Fried Flounder 
served w/slaw, hushpuppies
& potato choice.

1/2 pound Bacon Cheeseburger 
served w/French Fries & Tea.

$6.49

$9.99

 Open: Mon-Wed,Fri from 8-5, Thurs 8-12 

 350 N. Cox St., . Suite 6 . Asheboro . Randolphpc.com

Jason Van Eyk, M.D.Saad Amin, M.D. Jacqueline 
Mawoneke, AGNP

In order to practice social distancing at this time we 
ask that you call when you arrive and a nurse will  
come escort you in. Telehealth Visits available.

Call us today!  We’re here to serve you!

Call Randolph Primary Care 336-629-2201

Welcome, 
Brooke 

Shaw, AGNP 
to Randolph 

Primary 
Care
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