QUESTIONS ON U.S. GEOGRAPHY
1) Name the 5 Great Lakes.

Answer: Huron, Ontario, Michigan, Erie, and Superior (the traditional mnemonic device for remembering these lakes is HOMES).

2) Identify each of the following concerning the Great Lakes.

    1) Largest

    2) Smallest

    3) Most northern and western

    4) Most eastern

    5) Shallowest

    6) Deepest

    7) Most southern

    8) 2 between which Niagara Falls is located on the U.S. Canadian border

    9) Only one located entirely in the U.S.

   10) 2 on which New York borders

Answer: 1) Lake Superior, 2) Lake Ontario, 3) Lake Superior, 4) Lake Ontario, 5) Lake Erie, 6) Lake Superior, 
7) Lake Erie, 8) Lake Ontario and Lake Erie, 9) Lake Michigan, 10) Lake Ontario and Lake Erie.

3) Lake Michigan is the largest body of fresh water solely in the U.S. and the only Great Lake 

     that is wholly in the U.S. Name the 4 states that surround this lake.

Answer: Michigan, Wisconsin, Illinois, and Indiana.

4) Name the 5 states that border the Gulf of Mexico.

Answer: Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and Florida.

5) Name the 4 state capitals whose names begin with the same letter as their state.

Answer: Dover, Delaware; Honolulu, Hawaii; Indianapolis, Indiana; and Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.
6) Identify the 4 state capitals named after U.S. Presidents.

Answer: Jefferson City (Missouri), Madison (Wisconsin), Jackson (Mississippi), and Lincoln (Nebraska).

7) Name the 5 boroughs of New York City.

Answer: Manhattan, the Bronx, Brooklyn, Queens, and Staten Island (formerly called the borough of Richmond).

8) Name the 6 New England states.

Answer: Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, and Vermont.

9) Name the 5 Middle Atlantic states.

Answer: Delaware, Maryland, New Jersey, New York, and Pennsylvania (Delaware and Maryland are sometimes placed in the South).

10) Name the 4 states that touch the same point at a location known as “Four Corners.”

Answer: Arizona, Colorado, New Mexico, and Utah.

11) Name the 8 states bordering Missouri.

Answer: Iowa, Illinois, Kentucky, Tennessee, Arkansas, Oklahoma, Kansas, and Nebraska.
12) Name the 8 states bordering Tennessee.

Answer: Kentucky, Virginia, North Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, Arkansas, and Missouri.

13) Identify the 3 states whose names have just 4 letters.

Answer: Iowa, Ohio, and Utah.

14) Identify the 5 states that have compass points in their names.

Answer: North Carolina, South Carolina, North Dakota, South Dakota, and West Virginia.

15) Identify the 4 states whose names begin and end with the same letter.

Answer: Alabama, Alaska, Arizona, and Ohio.

16) Name the 5 largest states in total area, both land and water area.

Answer: Alaska, Texas, California, Montana, and New Mexico (given in descending order from the largest to the smallest).

17) Name the 5 smallest states in total area, both land and water area.

Answer: Rhode Island, Delaware, Connecticut, New Jersey, and New Hampshire (given in ascending order from the smallest to the largest).

18) Name the 3 states that have the longest shoreline.

Answer: Alaska, Florida, and Louisiana.

19) In which states does the 2,000-mile-long Appalachian National Scenic Trail begin and end, stretching from 
      Mt. Katahdin to Mt. Springer; and through which 2 national parks does it pass, one in Virginia and the other 
      in North Carolina-Tennessee?

Answer: From Maine to Georgia / Shenandoah (Virginia) and Great Smoky Mountains (North Carolina and Tennessee; the trail, which is the longest marked footpath in the U.S., passes through 14 states: Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, West Virginia, Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee, and Georgia).

20) Identify the 7 states named in honor of royal personages.

Answer: Georgia (for King George II of England); Maryland (for Queen Henrietta Maria, wife of King Charles I of England); Louisiana (for King Louis XIV of France); North and South Carolina (for King Charles I of England—from Carolinus, Latin for “Charles”); and Virginia and West Virginia (for Queen Elizabeth I of England, the

“Virgin Queen”).

21) Which 4 states were named for people other than kings and queens?

Answer: Delaware (for the Delaware River and Bay which were named after Thomas West, Lord De La Warr, the first governor of the Virginia colony); New York (for James, Duke of York—he later became King James II); Pennsylvania (for William Penn’s father); and Washington (for George Washington—the only state named after a U.S. President).

22) Which 5 states were named from the Spanish language?

Answer: California (meaning “an imaginary land of gold and jewel”); Colorado (meaning “reddish” or “reddish-brown” from the color of the Colorado River); Florida (meaning “flowery,” and named by Ponce de León on Easter Sunday when the area was covered with flowers); Nevada (meaning “snowy” or “snow-covered”); and Montana (meaning “mountainous”).

23) Identify the 4 state capitals whose names include the word “city.”

Answer: Jefferson City (Missouri); Carson City (Nevada); Oklahoma City (Oklahoma); and Salt Lake City (Utah).

24) Name the 3 rivers that flow together in Pittsburgh at a site called the “Golden Triangle.”

Answer: Ohio, Monongahela, and Allegheny (the Monongahela and the Allegheny meet to form the Ohio).

25) Name the 3 state capitals located on the Missouri River.

Answer: Bismarck (North Dakota), Pierre (South Dakota), and Jefferson City (Missouri).

26) Name the 4 most northern state capitals.

Answer: Juneau (Alaska), Olympia (Washington), Bismarck (North Dakota), and Helena (Montana).

27) Name the 3 tallest buildings in the U.S.

Answer: Sears Tower (Chicago), Empire State Building (New York City), and Amoco (Chicago; the World Trade Center Buildings in New York City were the 2nd highest until September 11, 2001, when they were destroyed in a terrorist attack).

28) Name the 3 main inhabited islands in the U.S. Virgin Islands, located in the Caribbean Sea.

Answer: St. Croix, St. Thomas, and St. John.

29) Name the 3 largest islands in the U.S.

Answer: Hawaii, Kodiak (Alaska), and Puerto Rico (a U.S. commonwealth in the Caribbean Sea whose people are U.S. citizens, although they cannot vote in national elections).

30) In which 3 states is Yellowstone National Park located?

Answer: Wyoming, Idaho, and Montana.

31) Name the 5 longest U.S. rivers.

Answer: Mississippi, Missouri, Rio Grande, Arkansas, and the Colorado (listed in descending order from the longest to the shortest; sources differ on whether the Mississippi is first at 2,348 miles or the Missouri is at 2,540).

32) Name the highest and lowest points in the contiguous U.S. and the state in which they are located.

Answer: Mount Whitney (highest) / Death Valley (lowest) / California.

33) Which canal in which state connected the Great Lakes to the Atlantic Ocean when it was completed in 
      1825 as the nation’s first national waterway, and at which city on Lake Erie does it begin?

Answer: Erie Canal / New York / Buffalo.

34) What is the name of the deepest canyon in the United States, in which 2 states is it located, and what river 
      has carved this gorge?

Answer: Hells Canyon / Idaho and Oregon / Snake River.

35) Identify the following state capitals: 2 whose names begin with the letters M-O-N-T-; 2 named after the 
      European discoverer of the U.S. in 1492; and 2 whose names begins with a month of the year.

Answer: Montgomery (Alabama) and Montpelier (Vermont) / Columbus (Ohio) and Columbia (South Carolina) / Juneau (Alaska) and Augusta (Maine).

36) Identify each of the following twos in U.S. geography.

     1)  2 states that have the largest number of counties

     2)  2 people for whom Washington and the District of Columbia were named

     3)  2 states on whose boundary Clingmans Dome, the highest peak in the Great Smoky Mountains, is 
          located

     4)  2 states in which Lake Mead is located

     5)  2 states in which Lake Tahoe is located

     6)  2 state capitals whose names end in the Greek word for “city”

     7)  2 states that share the Ohio River as a border with Ohio

     8)  2 Western states that are almost perfect rectangles

     9)  2 states in which the Okefenokee Swamp is located

   10)  2 states between which the Chesapeake Bay is located

   11)  2 states between which Lake Champlain is located

   12)  2 state capitals located on the Mississippi River

   13)  2 states bordered by Lake Texoma

   14)  2 states that have the Continental Divide as part of their border

   15)  2 largest freshwater lakes wholly within the United States

   16)  2 states that do not share boundaries with other states

   17)  2 states whose separating boundary is formed by the Great Smokies of the Blue Ridge Mountains

   18)  2 states connected by the George Washington Bridge

   19)  Minnesota’s “Twin Cities” between which the Mississippi River flows

   20)  2 state capitals beginning with the letter S located in states bordering the Pacific Ocean

   21)  2 highest waterfalls in North America, both of which are located in Yosemite National Park

   22)  2 states whose largest cities are named Portland

   23)  2 states in which Death Valley National Park is located

   24)  2 states in which Dinosaur National Monument is located

Answers: 1) Texas (254) and Georgia (159), 2) George Washington and Christopher Columbus,
 3) Tennessee and North Carolina, 4) Arizona and Nevada, 5) California and Nevada, 6) Annapolis and Indianapolis, 7) Kentucky and West Virginia, 8) Wyoming and Colorado, 9) Georgia and Florida, 
10) Maryland and Virginia, 11) New York and Vermont, 12) St. Paul and Baton Rouge, 13) Texas and Oklahoma, 14) Idaho and Montana, 15) Lake Michigan and Lake Okeechobee, 16) Hawaii and Alaska, 17) Tennessee and North Carolina, 18) New York and New Jersey, 19) Minneapolis and St. Paul, 
20) Sacramento and Salem, 21) Yosemite Falls and Ribbon Falls, 22) Maine and Oregon, 
23) California and Nevada, 24) Colorado and Utah.
