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SUTW Scoring Guide Focus
• Organization
• Content
• Style
• GMP (Grammar, 

Mechanics, Presentation)



What does the Scoring Guide look like?
Level of 
proficiency

Focus 
area



Why should we all use this?
• Consistency
▫ Students get consistency in assessments
▫ Student achievement will improve across the board

• Correlation
▫ Correlates directly with the writing rubric on the ACT 

assessment
▫ Improved student writing scores
• Reduces Student Questions about Grades
▫ Students rarely challenge their grade 
▫ Students understand what to improve 



ACT Writing Rubric
To achieve the highest mark, one must meet the following requirements:

• Understand the prompt/Clear 
focus is maintained

• Introduction is effective, clear, 
and well-developed 

• Ideas are logically sequenced

• Transitions reflect logic

• Development of ideas is ample, 
specific, and logical

• Ideas are fully elaborated

• Conclusion is effective, clear, 
and well-developed

• Good command of language

• Varied sentences

• Precise word choices

• Few (if any) errors in GMP

• Organization is clear



Let’s Practice
• Look at the student sample provided.
• Look at the rubric that you have been given.
• Score the work using the scoring guide.



Break Down the Prompt
Search for and read two short articles on 

smokeless tobacco.  Use what you learn 
to write a clear opinion paragraph

about smokeless tobacco.



Student Sample #1
When a substance is popular and easy to get, it is hard to turn it 

down. This is the problem with smokeless tobacco. Most students have several 
friends  who use smokeless or chewing tobacco. No matter how popular or easy 
it is to get, no one should use it. First of all, it is habit forming. Those who 
chew put the tobacco between their cheek and gum. The idea is to let it sit 
there. As the mouth produces juices -spit- the nicotine from the tobacco  is 
absorbed into the bloodstream through the tissues in the mouth. The problem is 
that nicotine is addictive. Once people are addicted, it is hard for them to quit. 
Smokeless tobacco us also dangerous. Serious illnesses like mouth and throat 
cancers come from chewing – using snuff or chewing tobacco. Chew can also 
increase a person’s hear rate and blood pressure, which often leads to strokes. 
On a very basic level, smokeless tobacco makes a person’s mouth and teeth look 
dirty and unappealing. For all sorts of good reasons, teens should stay away 
from this substance.



Assessing Sample #1
Opinion paragraph of smokeless tobacco

A

A

A

A

A
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Student Sample #2

I have not tried it yet. I know lots of 
kids who chew. I wouldn’t because they are 
always spitting. I saw a film about it in 
health class. doesn’t seem like a good idea.
My advice to all would do not start.



Assessing Sample #2
Opinion paragraph of smokeless tobacco
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Student Sample #3
Even though some teens think that smokeless 

tobacco is cool it can be harmful. Some think 

smokeless tobacco is safer that cigarettes. This is 

not true because the nicoteen in one can of snuff 

equals 60 cigarettes. People who use smokeless 

tobacco have a 50% greater chance of getting cancer 

than someone who doesn’t use it. Smokeless tobacco 

can also cause other problems. like gum line 

recedes, causes teeth decay. It can also cause 

yellow teeth and bad breath.



Assessing Sample #3
Opinion paragraph of smokeless tobacco
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Student Sample #4
If friends asked me to try smokeless tobacco, I’d tell them no 

thanks. There are three good reasons to avoid this substance. First of 
all, it makes a person’s mouth look and smell awful. It’s usually easy to 
tell if people chew because their teeth are yellow and they spit a lot. 
The gums around their teeth can even bleed. A second reason to say 
no to smokeless tobacco is that it can cause cancer. It is just as 
dangerous as the tobacco that people smoke. The cancer can attack the 
mouth and throat but it can also get in the stomach or the bladder. 
Finally, chewing tobacco is very addictive. The tobacco is filled with 
nicotine one of the hardest habits to break. It just does not make 
sense. I want to look good and stay healthy so I’ll say no to smokeless 
tobacco and encourage others to do the same.



Assessing Sample #4
Opinion paragraph of smokeless tobacco
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Again, why is this important?

• Pushes all students to reach higher achievement.
• Lets students know exactly why they received the 

grade they did.
• Increases teachers’ expectations of  students.
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