Sorting Activities

PreK to Grade 2

1. Find shapes and patterns. Draw a pattern with several shapes or cut shapes out and place them in a pattern. Leave one spot blank. Ask your child to name each shape ( such as square, circle, and triangle). See if your child can figure out what is missing.

2. Sort socks- Have your child help you sort clean socks into pairs by matching colors and sizes. Encourage counting along. For example: “one red sock, another red sock, or “one blue sock, 2 blue socks”. If there are any unmatched socks at the end, talk about what might have happened.

3. Build on each success. Have your child use blocks to: match a shape or pattern that you make. Make a shape such as a square. Make 2 towers the same height. Make 2 towers with the 2nd one being one block taller.

4. Ask your child to point out shapes around home and when you are out ( such as round pans, square windows, round tires, square signs and triangle signs.

5. Have your child help you sort other laundry, such as wash cloths and towels, by matching their sizes and shapes.

6. Have your child help you sort groceries for putting away (boxes of cereal, apples, bananas, cans, etc)

7. Help your child understand time better. For example, talk about playing a game “ after lunch” or for 5 more minutes.” Talk about activities taking longer or shorter time than others (washing your face or taking a bath, for example).

