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RANDOLPH COUNTY 
— Like many of the constitu-
ents they serve, city officials 
in Archdale and Trinity are 
both eager to turn the page 
on 2019 to enjoy what they 
believe will be a fruitful 2020.

The year that was brought 
celebration to Archdale, as 
it commemorated the city’s 
50th anniversar y. In 2019, 
government officials enjoyed 

a trip to Raleigh, where mem-
bers of council and residents 
attended sessions of the N.C. 
Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives. Sen. Jerr y Till-
man, R-Randolph, and Rep. 
Pat Hurley,  R-Randolph, 
helped to celebrate the anni-
versary from the floors of the 
General Assembly.

Archdale received gifts 
from local and national celeb-
rities to mark the milestone 
occasion. Several dignitaries 

who once held roles in its 
government returned to join 
those currently in the same 
positions, all of fering their 
recollections of various mem-
ories made while in Archdale.

Even as the ci ty  has 
e n j o y e d  r e m e m b e r i n g 
its incorporation,  which 
occurred July 8, 1969, it has 
also began preparations for 
the next 50 years.

“The 50th anniversar y 
committee really worked 

hard to come up with an 
image for the city,” City 
Manager Zeb Holden said of 
rebranding efforts designed 
to help others identify it. 
“While we’re sitting here 
looking backwards at the 
past 50 years, at the change, 
the progress, we’re simulta-
neously doing a comprehen-
sive plan and looking at the 
future.”

Preliminary aspects of that 
preparation include updat-

ing Archdale’s strategic plan, 
which has been referred to 
as “Archdale 2020.” The com-
prehensive plan will continue 
to invite public involvement, 
according to Holden, just as 
input has been encouraged 
throughout the last year.

It was a dif ferent kind 
o f  commemorat ion  and 
reflection in Trinity, as city 
o f f ic ia ls  ce lebrated the  
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Past memories give hope for the future
BY DANIEL KENNEDY

RANDOLPH COUNTY — 
An initiative that would bring 
together several megasites 
located throughout Nor th 
Carolina is generating inter-
est from local municipalities.

Communities are sign-
ing of f on a transportation 
improvement program that 
leaders say would help the 
state become a destination 
for manufacturing operations. 
Most recently, the movement 
drew the attention of Wall-
burg Mayor Allen Todd, who 
said he heard about the initia-
tive at a Winston-Salem MPO 
meeting.

“There was a discussion 
about a technology develop-
ment proposal proposing an 
economic corridor running 
from Winston-Salem, through 
Greensboro, down toward 
Sanford,” Todd said. “They 
indicated that all the sur-
rounding municipalities were 
on board.”

Jay Wagner, mayor of High 
Point and town attorney for 
Wallburg, said the collabo-
ration is called the Carolina 
Core, a branding initiative 
designed to improve North 
Carolina’s position in compe-
tition for economic recruit-
ment. Geographically, the 
Carolina Core refers to a 
megasite corridor that runs 
from Winston-Salem to Fay-
etteville.

“This is something created 
by the Piedmont Triad Part-
nership, basically an effort to 
link all of the different mega-
sites,” Wagner said. “Starting 
with the Randolph megasite, 
there’s one down in Moore 
County, they’re basically all 
running along U.S. 421.”

Those who suppor t the 
efforts say regional collabora-
tion is the best way to achieve 
job growth. Several Randolph 
County of ficials have long 
advocated for the Greens-
boro-Randolph Megasite near 
Liberty to become the pre-
eminent economic driver in 
the Piedmont.
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Megasite 
momentum 
generating 

buzz
BY DANIEL KENNEDY

ARCHDALE — Princi-
pals, teachers, students, 
parents  and grandpar -
ents, were all on hand for 
C.A.R.E. graduation held at 
John Lawrence Elementa-
ry last month month. The 
12-week Child Abuse Reduc-
tion Effort has been proven 
to reduce both physical and 
sexual abuse and abduction 

among Randolph County’s 
most vulnerable residents.

Also on hand for the 
graduat ion were T raci 
Baker and Deputy Fletcher 
Swaim of Randolph County 
Sheriff ’s Office, who even-
tually work with all sec-
ond graders in the county. 
The program founded in 
Randolph County in 1992 
is designed to teach kids 
about physical and sexual 

abuse on a second-grade 
level.

A 1990s study found that 
27% of women and 16% of 
men report being sexually 
abused. The median age of 
abuse was 9.9 years for boys 
and 9.6 years for girls. The 
C.A.R.E. program is found-
ed on the principle that it is 
easier to prevent abuse than 
to try and fix broken adults.

According to Randolph 

County Sheriff Gregory Sea-
bolt, each year more than 
one million children are vic-
tims of serious neglect or 
abuse.

“C.A.R.E. helps empower 
children and build their self-
esteem,” he said. “We need 
to create an atmosphere 
in which children feel safe 
to learn about abuse and 
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JLE holds C.A.R.E. graduation
BY DEBBIE HIGHTOWER
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C.A.R.E., founded in Randolph County in 1992, stands for Child Abuse Reduction Effort. Through C.A.R.E. second grade stu-
dents, their teachers and parents all learn to identify what abuse is through teaching materials, such as drawing, coloring, 
playing games and singing songs. Here, Addison McCoy holds up a sign while she is joined by other JLE students during the 
C.A.R.E. graduation ceremony.

TRINITY — Within a bustling 
home in Trinity, an emergency room 
nurse looks forward to getting back 
to work, caring for her children and 
feeling like a 35-year-old instead of a 
95-year-old woman. For Mandy Rose, 
a double lung transplant means not 
only recovery but survival.

Mandy’s wishes for the new year 
are a normal life with her husband 
Brandon and children Levi, 9 and 
Lucy, 6. In the living room of her 

home Lucy snuggled with a poodle-
mix named Charlotte, while nearby 
her mother paused to catch her 
breath as she related her story. Mar-
ried for 13 years, she and Brandon 
are high school sweethearts who 
first met while working summer jobs 
at Mr. Gatti’s restaurant in Thomas-
ville.

The f i rs t  c lue  o f  Mandy ’s 
decreased lung capacity showed up 
when she tried to run track during 
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Trinity woman awaits transplant
BY DEBBIE HIGHTOWER

Mandy Rose is awaiting a double lung transplant.
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practice skills that will help them 
avoid abusive situations.”

“We teach them how to say safe, 
how to recognize child abuse and 
what to do if someone makes them 
feel uncomfortable,” said Baker. “We 
talk to them about safety rules at 
home or if you are out shopping with 
family.

We teach them don’t open the door 
for a stranger and how to call 911 if 
they have an emergency.”

JLE second-grade teacher Paige 
Hopkinson, who has been involved in 
the C.A.R.E. program for the past 20 
years, feels that C.A.R.E. lessons are 
effective because children love work-
ing with the RCSO officers in their 
classroom, especially Carey the giant 
puppet whose antics reinforce each 
week’s lessons.

Second graders recite the C.A.R.E. 

principles so they will know how to 
prevent abuse. Scarlette Baker has 
five carefully-chosen trusted adults 
who are part of her safety plan.

“I learned that I can get away from 
people if they make me have the 
uh-oh feeling,” she said. “I can get 
away from them and tell a trusted 
adult.”

Hopkinson has evidence that the 
program is effective in keeping stu-
dents safe.

“I have had kids who have come 
back and told me that the C.A.R.E. 
program helped them and prevent 
them from having the abuse because 
they walked away from that person,” 
she said. “Nothing is so terrible and 
so scar y that they can’t talk with 
someone in their help network of 
trusted adults. Those are the ones 
they can talk to if someone makes 
them feel uncomfortable.”

Staff writer Debbie Hightower may be 
reached at dhightower@atnonline.net or 
336-888-3576.

JLE

Photos by Debbie Hightower
John Lawrence Elementary teacher Ann Callicutt was proud of CARE graduates 
Graycie Garvin and Jenny Zou.

Proud parents, grandparents and members of the community attended the CARE 
graduation in the John Lawrence Elementary Auditorium. Pictured with Tony San-
taolaya-Mora is his father Loreto Mora.

Second graders memorized plans to be used when they feel that their safety is 
threatened. In the above photo, Ann Callicutt holds the microphone as William 
Allen recites the safety plan.

At the C.A.R.E. graduation, Jake Hollingsworth thanked Deputy Fletcher Swaim, 
who worked with John Lawrence Elementary second graders during the 12-week 
program.
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