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Important Dates for August, September, and
October
August
 

Monday, August 5: First Day Back for Students
August 19: Fall Dibels Testing Begins
August 26: Fall Scantron Testing Begins

 
September
 

Monday, Sept. 2: Labor Day - LCS CLOSED
Wednesday, Sept. 11: Athens State College Day (11th & 12th grades only)

Back to School Newsletter
Welcome Back LCS Students and Families!
 
When the heat index hits triple digits and you cannot �nd Germ-X at Walmart, it must be back to
school time. We hope everyone had a great summer and enjoyed some time relaxing your brains. LCS
teachers and administrators are ready to start another exciting year. This year, LCS will publish
quarterly newsletters to provide the latest dates and announcements for Limestone County Schools.
For 2019-2020, LCS will offer new opportunities to help students grow and reach new levels of
success. Please take a few moments to review our newsletter so you will be in the know the �rst week
of school. Have a great 2019-2020 school year and get ready to Make It Happen!
 
Thanks,
Brad Lewis

pdf 2019-2020 School Year Calendar.pdf Download
185.5 KB

https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/5c158f0ab9780609a0b349ed
https://s.smore.com/u/3983b3e1680fe957a5a03dfd408177cd.jpg


Friday, Sept. 13: 1st 9 Weeks Progress Reports Go Home
Wednesday, Sept. 25: 1/2 Day for Students.

 
October

Wednesday, October 2: Pre-ACT - All 10th Graders
Friday, October 4: End of 1st 9 Weeks
October 7 - 11: Fall Break
Thursday, October 17: Report Cards Go Home
Wednesday, October 23: Workkeys Testing - All SENIORS
October 23 - 24: Athens Storytelling Festival

2019-2020
Digital Copy is attached below and on the LCS Website. A limited number
of printed copies are available at local schools.

pdf
2019-2020 Limestone County Schools Student
Handbook.pdf

Download
1.6 MB

pdf Handbook Spanish 2019-2020.pdf Download
1.9 MB

What's New for 2019-2020?
LCS has introduced several new changes to challenge students academically and improve
attendance. Please review the documents below highlighting E-Learning Days, Attendance, and new
K-2 curriculum requirements.

E-Learning Days and New Attendance Requirements

pdf E-Learning and New Attendance Policies.pdf Download
186.3 KB

https://s.smore.com/u/c190d551957125d19d41e48a63a8a1e2.png
https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/5d4b52fbece0410cd32aefbe
https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/5d4c7597e578af120565703b
https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/5d4b5b421dceb40bd102700d


Alabama's Bicentennial

New K-2 Academic Requirements

pdf K-2 Academic Requirements.pdf Download
294.0 KB

Are You Ready for Some High School Football and Marching Bands?
Check out this year's schedule of all county football games!

doc Football Schedule 2019.doc Download
13.1 MB

LCS Technology Updates - Moving to a Cart System
LCS Parents,
 
For the past six years, most LCS students in grades 3 - 9 were assigned a MacBook laptop they could
take home and use at school. This year, students in grades 3 - 12 are transitioning to a cart system.
Each grade level and/or department will share MacBook carts. The number of carts and laptops
allotted for each school is based on enrollment. Fortunately, we have more than enough laptops to �ll
the needs at each school. During the �rst few weeks of school, media specialists and instructional
technology specialists will create a schedule for all 3rd - 12th classes. Students will no longer be
allowed to bring laptops home but will have regular, weekly access for assignments, group projects,
and research. If you have any questions, please contact your child's teacher or Brad Lewis at
brad.lewis@lcsk12.org.
 
Thanks,
Brad Lewis

Alabama History - Celebrating 200 Years of Growth
Parents and Guardians,
 
This fall, many LCS students will celebrate Alabama's 200th Birthday. Our 4th graders will research
historic sites and learn how Alabama has changed politically, economically, and culturally since 1819.
Check on the Alabama Bicentennial link below.

http://alabama200.org/
https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/5d4b5b508809050c2bd88cc5
https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/5d4c93905313f0135f7d088e
mailto:brad.lewis@lcsk12.org


Important Announcement - Mental Health News
Parents and Guardians:
 
Recently, Limestone County Schools learned that Wellstone – NOVA can no longer provide mental
health services in Limestone County. In January 2019, we will begin transitioning to services provided
by the Mental Health Center of North Central Alabama (MHCNCA). North Central will provide
counseling services at school. However, parents are welcome to visit the Athens-Limestone
Counseling Center on Elm Street in Athens. During the next few weeks, school counselors will work
with mental health counselors to collect contact information for current clients and new referrals.
MHCNCA will schedule counseling appointments at the school as quickly as possible.
 
Students who are currently clients of Wellstone - NOVA are welcome to continue their services.
However, parents and/or guardians must provide transportation to the NOVA o�ces in Huntsville and
schedule appointments. If you need mental health services for your children through North Central
Alabama, please ask your school counselors to call the ACCESS number at (256)355-5904 or toll-
free at 1-800-365-6008. The ACCESS department will schedule intakes at the Athens Limestone
Counseling Center at the earliest available dates. Please review the links and attachments below for
more information. We apologize for the inconvenience and appreciate your patience. We look forward
to working with MHCNCA and are committed to meeting the mental health needs of our students.
 
Thanks,
Brad Lewis

Mental Health Center of … mhcnca.org

pdf Does Your Child Need Counseling.pdf Download
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https://mhcnca.org/
https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/5c17fc93b7cb0b204511862c


The Importance of Parent Involvement
The Harvard Research Project concluded that parental involvement is associated with higher student
achievement. While student success largely relies on factors like study habits, school attendance, test-
taking abilities and more, research is showing that parental involvement also has a large impact on
student achievement in the classroom.
1. Get involved with your child's school through PTO or volunteer.
2. Eat lunch with your child.
3. Become a reading buddy.
4. Communicate regularly.
5. Participate in school fundraisers to support the school.
6. Set high expectations for your student.



LCS Parent and Family Engagement Plan Overview
Limestone County Parent and Family Engagement Plan Overview

(The full plan can be viewed at your local school, on the local school website, and the district website
www.lcsk12.org.)

Limestone County Schools will:
· Involve parent and family members in the development of the Limestone County Consolidated Plan
as part of their participation on the Federal Programs Parent Advisory Committee.
· Evaluate the Title I program by administering an annual parent/family member survey. This survey is
conducted in the spring of each year, and the data is used to evaluate the overall effectiveness of the
Title I program, including parent/family engagement.
· Use evaluation results to design evidence-based strategies for more effective parent and family
engagement.
· Remove barriers that hinder parent/family participation.
· Develop a Parent and Family Engagement Plan annually with parent/family input. The Federal
Programs Director works with parent/family representatives from every Title I school to create the
Parent and Family Engagement Plan, and decide how the district’s Parent and Family Engagement
Funds will be spent.
· Provide assistance to parents/family members in understanding topics such as the following: state
academic standards, state and local assessments, Title I requirements, strategies for monitoring their
child’s progress (parent portal, progress reports, and report cards), and strategies for working with
their child at home.
· Use many successful ways to interact with parents either face to face or using technology. The
district and the schools have �exible meeting schedules and use their website to inform parent/family
members who are unable to attend meetings.
· Provide assistance and training to local schools on the rights of parents and on evidence-based
parent and family engagement practices.
· Conduct a variety of parent meetings throughout the year.
· Communicate with parents/families using a variety of methods (ex. phone calls, emails, automated
phone system, school website, and district website).

http://www.lcsk12.org/


· Provide materials and training to help parents/families work with their children to improve their
children’s achievement.
· Involve parents in the development of the district and the local school’s Continuous Improvement
Plan.
· Implement Parent’s Right to Know

Alabama First Class Pre-K … alprek.asapconnected.com

OSR Pre-k
We have held our OSR Pre-K drawings for all eight sites. State emails went out on April 16th to all
parents. Please respond back within seven days to the email with your child's name, school, and
whether you accept or decline the placement. We look forward to serving you in our nationally ranked
program.

https://alprek.asapconnected.com/


Reading

How to help your child with reading?
Reading aloud to your child every day increases their vocabulary and word knowledge. Young children
whose parents read to them daily have a head start on learning words and develop oral language
faster. Reading to and with your child every night can increase their achievement, even when they are
pro�cient readers. We want to create a community of readers to enable children to be better equipped
with vocabulary and literature.



Parent Reading Support

How to Help Your Child With Reading

Chronic Absenteeism: A National Epidemic
The state of Alabama considers a student to be chronically absent if they miss 15 or more days of
school. This number includes excused, unexcused, medical absences and principal approved
absences. On average, over 6 million U.S. students miss 15 or more days of school each year. The
numbers are even higher in Alabama and Limestone County. In January, Alabama will release state
report cards to re�ect student academic progress. One grading criteria is chronic absenteeism. Please
help Limestone County decrease chronic absenteeism by encouraging and expecting good
attendance. For more information, please click on the link below.
 
https://www2.ed.gov/datastory/chronicabsenteeism.html

https://www2.ed.gov/datastory/chronicabsenteeism.html


Math

https://youtu.be/-OG2Q6pPQYw

The Best Way to Teach Kids to
Read The Best Way to Teach Ki… www.parenting.com

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ra5AO2Ca5PI

https://www.parenting.com/article/the-best-way-to-teach-kids-to-read


Counting tips for parents |… www.nidirect.gov.uk

Maths can be fun for you and your child to learn together. Counting is a basic skill your child will need and
can build on later. You can use 10 tips to help your child with counting - including starting easy, using
household items, computers, shapes and sizes.

9 Awesome Apps for Mat… www.gettingsmart.com

By Juned Ghanchi - There is an ocean of math practice apps out there--how
can you pick just one? To help wade through the options, here are 9 great
choices.

Mathematics and Parent Support

Instill a Love of Math Instill a Love of Math www.pbs.org

Here are some helpful tips on why and how to instill a love of math in your
children.

Professional Learning Communities
Our district math and reading specialists work and plan with classroom teachers to improve teaching
and learning in math and reading. Teachers collaborate, plan, and design instruction using the latest
research based strategies to support our students in Limestone County Schools.

https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/articles/counting-tips-for-parents
https://www.gettingsmart.com/2017/04/apps-math-practice/
http://www.pbs.org/parents/education/math/math-tips-for-parents/instill-a-love-of-math/


General, Weather and Emergency Messaging System
Limestone County Schools uses SchoolMessenger Emergency Management Notifcation System. We
send both voice and email messages. Please make sure that your contact (both primary phone
number and email address) information is updated at the school level.
 
Tips: 
Press # during the call to place the broadcast on hold for 2 minutes until you are ready to listen.
 
 
Press 1 if you are having trouble hearing the message and it will restart.

pdf LCS Emergency Brochure.pdf Download
2.0 MB

https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/5b6219ce33617b07e918278c


Facebook @LCSforKids

Limestone County Schools

Address:
300 South Jefferson Street
Athens, AL 35611
 
Open Monday - Friday from 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. during the school
year.

Athens, AL, USA (256) 232-5353

lcsk12.org

http://facebook.com/limestonecountyschools
http://www.twitter.com/@LCSforKids
https://s.smore.com/u/16a7c989702023c68ed0f935b6a699df.png
http://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=Athens%2C%20AL%2C%20USA&hl=en
tel:(256) 232-5353
http://www.lcsk12.org/

