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Could you provide more information on face coverings, exceptions, requirements, and mask breaks? 

 

According to the Center for Disease Control (CDC), COVID-19 spreads mainly from person to person 

through respiratory droplets. To reduce the spread of COVID-19, the CDC recommends that people wear 

masks in public settings when around people outside of their household.  Wearing a mask will help protect 

you and people around you.  

 

Students and employees are expected to follow the Center for Disease Control and Connecticut State 

Departments of Education’s guidance on the use of face coverings in school.  Students must wear face 

coverings or masks that completely cover their nose and mouth while inside the school and on the bus, with 

exceptions for those students and employees for whom it is not safe to do so due to medical conditions.  

Scheduled “mask breaks” will be provided throughout the day.  Parents will be responsible for providing face 

coverings or masks for their student(s). Schools will have backup disposable masks available for students who 

forget them. Face shields may be worn in addition to masks but in lieu of wearing a mask.  

Students will be given multiple opportunities to practice and utilize these protocols. Students who do not 
comply will be redirected to do so. Students who do not consistently comply will be asked to engage in 
distance learning.   
 
 

How do you plan to maintain social distancing? 
 

ISAAC has taken actions to create spaces within the school that are safe. ISAAC recognizes that 

social distancing is recommended by the CDC and the Connecticut Department of Education (CDE) in 

order to maintain a safe learning environment.  Social distancing will occur to the greatest extent possible in 

school (ie: staggered scheduling of breakfast, lunch and dismissal). Some actions taken to promote social 

distancing include signage, floor markings for specific entrances and exits within the building, changes to 

traffic-patterns, placement of desks in the classrooms, and utilizing community spaces for extra classroom 

space. Reminders of safety expectations will be posted throughout the building. 

 

 
How will cohorts be determined?  
 

Hybrid cohorts have been determined based on a combination of factors, including grade level, class size, 

educational needs, and elective interests.  Based on these factors, class sizes may range from 10-12 students.  
 
 

Are the students switching classes?  
 

Students will not be switching classes during the day for the most part with core teachers rotating into and 

out of classes.  During the hybrid model, electives will be taught remotely.   

 
 
 

 
 



What is your isolation protocol? Are all staff trained in this protocol? 
 

Students who are feeling ill or have a temperature of 100.0°F or higher will be held in our isolation 

observation area. A health official will contact the student’s parents/guardians to immediately pick them up 

from school. Staff will be trained on the isolation protocol, as well as the entire plan, prior to the start of 

school.  Our protocol has been reviewed by Ledge Light Health District and our school medical professional.   

 

 
Who will stay in the isolation room with the student? 
 

The isolation areas will be staffed by nursing personnel from the VNA of Southeastern Connecticut. 

 

 
What is the communication protocol and containment plan if there is a positive COVID case in the 
school? 
 

If a student, staff member, volunteer, or visitor has been present in school and has a confirmed 

diagnosis of COVID-19, the school nurse and the building administrators will immediately notify 

Stephen Mansfield at Ledge Light Health District (860.448.4882). The procedural steps are: 

Step 1: Immediately notify Stephen Mansfield at Ledge Light Health District 

Step 2: Ledge Light will assess risk of further transmission. 

Step 3: Decisions will be made concerning: 

• Contact Tracing 

• Closure 

• Cleaning 

• Continuity of Education 

• Reopening of School 

Step 4: The decision to suspend or close school will be made by the ISAAC building 

     administrators with recommendation from local health officials. The Board of Directors will be 

notified as well as the Connecticut State Department of Education. Schools may implement a 

short-term closure (2-5 days) or longer regardless of community spread if an infected person has 

been in the school building. The CDC recommends dismissal of students and most staff for 2-5 

days. This initial short-term dismissal allows time for the local health officials to gain a better 

understanding of the COVID-19 situation impacting the school. This allows the Executive Director, 

in consultation with the local health officials, to determine appropriate next steps, including 

whether an extended dismissal duration is needed to stop or slow further spread of COVID-19. All 
communications to the school community including staff and families are made via text, email, phone, and 
the school website. 

 
 
Are you going to have a COVID screening process? 
 

Daily health screenings can help reduce the risk of exposure to COVID-19. Students and employees who are 

sick or not feeling well must stay home. Students are required to have a health screening at home, before 

riding school transportation (if required by local district), and when arriving to school. If a student begins to 

feel ill while in school, shows signs of illness, or becomes sick during the day, the student must immediately 

notify staff where they will be escorted to an isolated area to undergo school health screening. If deemed 

necessary, students may be required to be promptly picked up from school. 



To begin each school day, ISAAC students will be asked to complete a health and wellness screening survey 

on their laptops. There will be a separate health screening entrance designated for students with special needs 

who may not be able to use one of the established entrances. ISAAC may make modifications for students 

with special needs who are unable to self-screen using the wellness survey and will assign a known employee 

to conduct the screening. Students arriving late will complete a survey prior to entering their cohort 

classroom.  

The survey that includes the following screening questions:  

1. What was your temperature this morning?  

(a) Above 100.0° F; (b) Below 100.0° F; or (c) Did not take my temperature this morning  

2. Have you been in contact with anyone that has tested positive for COVID-19? 

 (a) Yes; (b) No; (c) I’m not sure  

3. Do you have any of the following symptoms: cough, chills, shortness of breath, difficulty breathing, 

sore throat, aches, headache, constant pain or pressure in chest, inability to stay awake, bluish lips or 

face, new confusion; or change in taste and/or smell?  

(a) Yes; (b) No; (c) I’m not sure  

4. How do you feel today? (using the chart provided)  

(a) upset, frustrated, worried, mad; (b) hyper, exited, joyful, proud; (c) alone, unhappy, tired, sad; (d) 

happy, relaxed, content, calm  
 

The daily school health screening requirement will allow ISAAC to track student wellness throughout the 

time present at school. It is suggested that families track and log their student’s wellness results throughout 

the school year. 

 

 

Will you be contact tracing? 
 

We will coordinate with Ledge Light to assist with contact tracing. Attendance and bathroom use data will be 

collected daily to assist with this process.    

 

 

What communication resources are being provided to students to aid transition back to school? 
 

The district and schools will be employing a variety of communication and engagement strategies including 

text, email, phone, and the school website. The first day of school for each cohort will be a half-day that will 

focus on activities designed to reduce stress and anxiety as well as familiarizing students with the new 

procedures. 

 
 

Will the absentee policy change due to having to quarantine or becoming ill with COVID-19? 
 

All school districts are required to follow state statutes regarding attendance which are outlined in ISAAC 

Policy #5112/5113, which can be found on our website. We are awaiting further guidance 

from the CSDE to see if attendance regulations are changed for this school year. 

 

 

Will students be given flexibility regarding missed work if they have a protracted absence? 
 

As is the case every year, students with prolonged absences from school will be given ample time to 



complete the work. 

 

 

What is the cleaning policy? 
 

The building will be thoroughly cleaned and disinfected throughout the day and every evening. Custodial staff 

will follow hygiene protocols as recommended by the State of Connecticut and the CDC. ISAAC has hired 

additional custodial staff to ensure the cleanliness of the building. Throughout the day, custodians will follow 

a cleanliness checklist that will be signed off upon cleaning using an EPA-approved disinfectant. Current 

cleaning and disinfecting protocols will continue to be reviewed and enhanced in terms of frequency and 

intensity.  Additional deep cleaning measures will occur every Wednesday during the hybrid model’s remote 

learning time. 

 

 

What will be happening with food in order to follow safety precautions? 
 

ISAAC will continue to follow federal and local health official guidelines to ensure compliance regarding child 

nutrition. All meals will be individually packaged for direct service to students in the cafeteria. Students will 

eat by their grade level cohorts in the cafeteria and/or in their classroom. The cafeteria will be cleaned and 

sanitized between each lunch wave. Plexiglass partitions will be installed at each table to minimize contact.  

 

 

How will the buses be made safer for students?  
 

To promote social distancing, students and families who utilize their district transportation should 

comply with their district health requirements. All questions regarding transportation should be sent to 

the local sending school district and/or transportation office. 

 

 

How is the ventilation and air quality at school? 
 

ISAAC currently has a controlled air filtration system that filters the outside air entering the building. The 

Maxi Pleat Merv 8 uses 100% recycled filtering membrane and 100% mechanical filtration. The filtering 

media is supported by an expanded metal grid, allowing for a 95% open filtering surface area. The filtering 

media is a hydrophobic 100% synthetic material. Rigorously controlled pleat alignment and spacing assures 

uniform air travel across the entire surface of the filter. The pleat configuration allows for a good dust 

holding capacity. Larger particulate tends to be captured in the top and bottom of pleats whereas smaller 

particulate will be captured in the sides of the pleat surface. The Maxi Pleat Merv 8 filter is constructed from 

a rigid fire retardant beverage board and will be changed at least four times a school year. 

For further information on ventilation, please visit https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Coronavirus/20200622-

DPH-Guidance-for-SchoolSystems-for-the-Operation-of-Central-and-nonCentral-Ventilation-Sys.pdf 

 

 

Why do we have to start in school when not much has changed from when they began distance 

learning? 
 

Every school district in CT is required to start school in on-campus or hybrid model. Distance learning is 

only allowed with express permission of the CSDE and DPH and will be based on health metrics in our area 

as set by DPH.  Districts are still required to educate students the requisite 180 days and 900 hours per year. 

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Coronavirus/20200622-DPH-Guidance-for-SchoolSystems-for-the-Operation-of-Central-and-nonCentral-Ventilation-Sys.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Coronavirus/20200622-DPH-Guidance-for-SchoolSystems-for-the-Operation-of-Central-and-nonCentral-Ventilation-Sys.pdf


The State Department of Education did reduce the 180 days to 177 days, but kept the 900 hours of required 

instruction for the school year. 

 

 
What will happen to students of essential workers in a hybrid or distant learning model? 
 

CT has set up a 211 hotline for families of essential workers to acquire childcare. You can also 

visit https://www.211childcare.org/. 

 

 

Can students reenter school after choosing distance learning? 
 

Students learning from home may choose to return to campus after school personnel have determined a 

mutually agreed upon re-entry date. Parents are asked to provide reasonable notification to the school office 

so that preparations may be made to accommodate all learners safely. 

 

 

For distance learning, how early and frequently will the supplies needed be posted to 

the parents to prepare or obtain materials? 
 

We will have all lessons posted on Google Classroom for students on Mondays and Wednesdays. If there 

are any materials the classroom teacher feels their students need, they will communicate that information 

regularly. 

 

 

Who will be teaching distance learning?  
 

All classroom teachers are expected to provide a similar lesson to remote learning and in-person students 

assigned to their classes. 

 

 

What is the plan for grading of distance learning? 
 

We have learned much from this past spring teaching remotely, and we will be using more formative and 

performance assessments to evaluate the learning going on this year, rather than the typical summative 

assessments. 
 

Formative assessments are the on-going, planned processes for eliciting evidence while students are learning. 

This evidence is used to provide feedback during the teaching and learning cycle. A formative assessment is 

sometimes referred to as an “assessment for learning.” 

Summative assessments are the gathering of evidence, typically at the end of a unit of study, to broadly signal 

what students learned as a result of instruction.  A summative assessment is sometimes referred to as 

“assessment of learning.” 

 

I am concerned about the amount of screen time required for distance learning. 

Distance learning work primary be asynchronous (students learn the same material at different times and 

locations).  This will allow for students to work and take breaks at times that are convenient for them.   

 

 



What is being done to address the social and emotional needs of students? 
 

The volume of information in the media and elsewhere about COVID-19 can cause concern for students, 

staff, and their families. The following list includes some ways ISAAC staff will help address the social and 

emotional needs of students:  

• Age-appropriate information with students through an Advisory Curriculum  

• Staff training on the reopening plan prior to the start of school 

• Daily checklists for all students that include an social and emotional learning question. 

 

 

What protocols will be put in place for students with special needs? 
 

Students with disabilities may require modifications to the general health guidelines in order to provide 

required services and maintain healthy practices. Due to the nature of a Charter School’s partnership with the 

sending school district, ISAAC will coordinate all services and meetings with the student’s sending district’s 

special education office throughout the school year. Regardless of the plan that a family chooses or is in effect 

due to the status of the pandemic, ISAAC is committed to ensuring that all students with an IEP are provided 

an equitable educational experience to the greatest extent possible. Families are encouraged to contact their 

student’s case manager or the ISAAC Compliance Officer with any questions. We are committed to working 

closely with students with disabilities and their families to address individual concerns and needs.  

 

 

Will meals still be available every day during hybrid and distance learning? 
 

ISAAC participates in the National School Lunch Program and will continue to provide free breakfast and 

lunch for all students. If students choose to participate in the Remote Learning Academy, they will be 

provided free meals for each school day. Additional details regarding times and dates for meal pick-ups will 

be forthcoming. Each morning students will be asked for their lunch order so that a meal will be prepared 

prior to their assigned lunch wave. Upon arriving to the cafeteria, all lunches will be placed in the student’s 

assigned seat within their cohort.  


