Guide to Annotating a Passage
Before you read:

· Read titles, subtitles, and headings.
· Pay attention to how the text is set up, and note any boldfaced or italicized words or phrases.
As you read: 
· Use the markings below to annotate the text.
· Write questions and thinking notes in the margins as you read.
· Make connections between the text you are reading and information you already know.
· Revisit your comments when you have finished reading.
	In the Margin
	What It Means


	(
	I agree with this. /I like this sentence, passage.


	

	I disagree with this.


	?


	I don’t understand this. This is new to me.

	*


	This is a key idea, concept, term…


	Underline


	This (word, sentence, argument, idea, etc.) is really important. 



	
	I don’t know this word. I need to look up the meaning.



	     +
	Positive about the time period



	   _

	Negative about the time period


Close reading: Close reading involves analyzing and studying the text. 

As you read the first time: Read the text first. Do not try to annotate as you read. This way, you’ve read the entire text and can think about the whole document as you analyze. 

As you read the second time: 
1) Number the paragraphs

2) Highlight elements of the text that you think are important. 

a) WRITE why you highlighted the text. Why do you think it is important? 

3) Highlight exciting or surprising information, and WRITE why it is exciting/surprising. 

4) Highlight confusing words and phrases. Anything you don’t understand should be highlighted. 

a) Define words you don’t understand. Use your resources (dictionary/supplemental text). WRITE the definition next to the highlighted word. 

5) Highlight information that relates to other historical events/people, and WRITE how it relates. 

6) Highlight information that relates to anything you have experienced, and WRITE how it relates. 

7) Highlight anything you have an opinion about. 

a) What are you thinking about this text? Why is the author saying this? What could this relate to? Why is this happening? WRITE your responses next to the highlighted word. 

8) Also, summarize each paragraph in a few words (main idea). 

9) At the end of the text, summarize the passage. 

10) Do you agree with the argument that is being presented? What’s the counterargument? Be sure to make your personal response to the text. 

Annotating is NOT highlighting. There MUST BE WORDS next to every highlight. I will mark off 75% if you have not told me WHY you highlighted. 

