Activities To Make Numbers Fun and Real

There are many ways to introduce your child to numbers and what they mean.

Grades pre-K to Grade 2

1. Colorful numbers- Write out numbers 1 to 9, leaving a blank space between each number. Below each number, draw that many objects. Example: For the number 3 draw 3 circles, etc. Then have your child count the objects. Trace the number using their finger, pencil or crayon.  Write the number in the blank space next to it ( to practice writing it). Let your child color in the drawings for fun. 

2. Number Match- You can do this activity using paper plates. Get 4 sheets of paper and draw a different number of dots on each one. On 4 separate sheets of paper, write the numbers 1 to 4. Put these below the papers with the dots, in a different order. Help your child figure out which number represents the number of dots on each paper and to put the correct numbered paper under each set of dots. 

3. Have your child place numbered sheets of paper near things in your home with that number. (4 table legs, for example)

4. While out shopping or out walking, ask your child to try to find all the numbers from  1 to 10, and to say them as they see them.

5. Play a matching game using a deck of cards. Spread out all the number cards face down. Take turns picking 2 cards and saying the numbers. The player keeps the cards if they match, and puts them back if not. The player with the most pairs wins. 

Mistakes are OK- they’re how we learn. Encourage your child to keep trying ( but keep it fun)!

