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Preparing motivated, responsible, productive, lifelong learners
August 17, 2020

Within the buildings, faculty and staff are preparing for the upcoming school year with students scheduled to arrive on August 25th.  The Re-Entry Plan was developed with recommendations and best practices from the CDC and local health department.  We are offering in seat instruction for all students.  If a student, class, bus route, team, extra-curricular group, building, or the district is required to quarantine due to positive COVID19, students will transition to at home learning until the quarantine is lifted.  

In the spring, when our school closed followed by a statewide stay at home order, our students were offered review of previously taught material through either online lessons or paper/pencil packets.  If a closure is required this school year, our lessons will move forward with the curriculum to ensure students are exposed to the necessary content and have the same rigor and accountability as was expected when attending daily.  

There are many uncertainties as the school year begins and progresses.  COVID19 positive cases along with exposure will lead to contract tracing by the Henry County Health Department.  Our communication methods will continue to give the most up to date information to families.  We are advising families to be prepared with a backup plan if quarantine is needed.  Parents can assist our school during the pandemic through the following:

· Monitor the health of your student(s) and do not send them to school if they have symptoms.  At home learning will be available for students staying at home due to illness or quarantine.

· If your child has had close contact (within 6 feet for 15 minutes or longer) with a COVID19 positive case, they should not attend school and should stay home to monitor symptoms.  Contact the COVID19 hotline for advice 1-877-435-8411.

· Encourage proper hand washing or hand sanitizing.

· We have installed water bottle filling stations in both buildings.  Each student will be given a water bottle to use.  Wash the water bottle regularly.  

· Each student will be given a reusable mask to use when social distancing can’t be accomplished.  Wash masks daily if they are reusable.  Additional mask can be purchased from local retailers or from school.
· Discuss physical distancing from other students and adults.

· Make sure emergency contacts, including telephone numbers and email addresses, are current.  Also check the list of persons approved to pick up your student(s) to be sure it is current.

· Be familiar with our school district’s plan for returning to school.  

· If quarantine is required, plan for child care if needed.

· Plan for transportation.  If possible, transport your student(s) to school.  Social distancing on a school bus is very difficult.  Masks are required on buses due to close proximity.  Students will not be allowed on bus without mask.
In an effort to limit exposure, we have cancelled most traditional events that gather large groups inside our facilities.  

· Our Open House will be held this year for only Kindergarten and any new to the district student in grades 1st-12th.  Elementary students can drop off supplies August 20th from 8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. outside the front doors and items will be taken to the classrooms.  Middle School and High School students should plan to bring their supplies to school over a series of days so they are not overloaded with items.  Assistance will be given to all students the first day in finding their locker and classrooms.  

· Masks are required in hallways and classrooms in all buildings and buses, when social distancing cannot be accomplished.

Calhoun R-VIII has added new security cameras and door access to improve the safety and efficiency in the buildings.  As part of these upgrades, the Elementary, HS and Central Office buildings all have intercoms that should be utilized when coming to the school.  Parents/Guardians will not be allowed in the buildings throughout the day to limit exposure and for better contact tracing practices.  Please use the intercom and the office will help you with dropping off a child or picking up a child.
Calhoun R-VIII continues to be thankful for the community support and their understanding as we move forward.  Each day will likely bring new challenges and we ask for patience as we tread through this uncharted path.  Education is essential and we will be ready to educate the students of Calhoun. 
Sincerely,

Shane Stocks
Superintendent
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