
 

 

     
 
 

 

 

 

Parents, 

      Next year brings many exciting 

experiences and learning 

opportunities as our students 

move into fifth grade. In an effort 

to prepare your child for the 

upcoming school year, this 

newsletter includes readiness 

information, resources, and 

activities he/ she can use during 

the summer to help retain 

previously learned skills, prepare 

for new material, and begin the 

new academic year ready to learn.  

Have a fun, safe summer!  
 

 
 

 

Language Arts 
The student can… 

 summarize the key details of stories, dramas, 
poems, and nonfiction materials, including 
themes or main idea. 

 identify and judge evidence that supports 
particular ideas in an author’s argument to 
change a reader’s point of view. 

 integrate information from several print & digital 
sources to answer questions & solve problems. 

 write opinions that offer reasoned arguments 
and provide facts and examples that are logically 
grouped to support the writer’s point of view. 

 write stories, real or imaginary, that unfold 
naturally and develop the plot with dialogue, 
description, and effective pacing of the action. 

 engage fully and thoughtfully with others in 
classroom discussions (contributing accurate, 
relevant information; elaborating on the remarks 
of others; synthesizing ideas). 

 report on a topic or present an opinion with his or 
her own words, a logical sequence of ideas, 
sufficient facts and details, and formal English 
when appropriate. 

 expand, combine, and reduce sentences to 
improve meaning, interest, and style of writing. 

 build knowledge of academic words with an 
emphasis on those that signal a contrast in ideas 
or logical relationships, such as on the other 
hand, similarly, and therefore. 

 produce writing on the computer.  

 read fiction and non-fiction daily. 

 write complete and compound sentences with 
correct capitalization, spelling, and punctuation. 

 write legibly in cursive. 

 read for 45 minutes in one sitting without pause 
to build endurance.   
 



 

Math 
The student can… 

 add and subtract fractions with unlike 
denominators (e.g., 21⁄4 – 11⁄3), and solve 
word problems of this kind. 

 multiply fractions; divide fractions in simple 
cases; and solve related word problems (e.g., 
finding the area of a rectangle with fractional 
side lengths; determining how many 1⁄3-cup 
servings are in 2 cups of raisins; determining 
the size of a share if 9 people share a 50-
pound sack of rice equally or if 3 people share 
1⁄2 pound of chocolate equally). 

 generalize the place-value system to include 
decimals, and calculate with decimals to the 
hundredths place (two places after the 
decimal). 

 multiply whole numbers quickly and accurately, 
for example 1,638 × 753, and divide whole 
numbers in simple cases, such as dividing 
6,971 by 63. 

 understand the concept of volume, and solve 
word problems that involve volume. 

 graph points in the coordinate plane (two 
dimensions) to solve problems. 

 analyze mathematical patterns and 
relationships.  
 

Parent Expectations 

The parent… 
 speaks positively about school and staff. If you 

are excited about learning, your child will, too. 

 communicates with teachers and signs weekly 
folder. 

 takes time to talk about the school day. 

 helps with homework. 

 makes sure student is prepared for school with 
needed items and supplies. 

 makes sure the student gets plenty of rest 
each night. 

 makes attendance at school a priority. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

To provide your child with the 

best start to the upcoming school 

year you can… 

 take time each day to talk to your child about 
anything and everything. 

 have your child read independently every day. 
Ask them to tell you about the reading.    

 watch the news together and discuss it.  

 urge your child to use logical arguments to 
defend his or her opinion. 

 visit the websites below for fun and engaging 
activities to do when your child is “bored.”  

 involve your child in activities and games that 
require listening and following directions. 

 support your child’s independence and 
encourage responsibility by having them pack for 
a trip or weekend outing, care for belongings, 
help prepare meals, complete chores around the 
house, and assist with other everyday activities.     

 provide opportunities to interact with other 
children. 

 encourage work values such as effort, 
persistence, and initiative. 

 

 
 

 

Kids who read during the summer 
can BEAT the Summer Slide! 

Click on the links below for FREE and 
engaging resources. 

 

ALSDE-Summer Reading Challenge 
Understood 
Reading Rockets 
Scholastic Reading Game-"Homebase"  

Learning Today… 

   Leading Tomorrow 
 

Summer Learning    

Challenge 

https://www.alsde.edu/sec/comm/pages/summer-learning.aspx
http://www.understood.org/
http://www.readingrockets.org/
http://www.scholastic.com/homebase


 

Fifth Grade Recommended Summer Reading List 

1. Anne Frank, The Diary of a Young Girl  
by Anne Frank 

2. Chasing Redbird 

by Sharon Creech 

3. Dear Mr. Henshaw 

by Beverly Cleary, Paul O. Zelinsky (illus.)  

4. Frindle 

by Andrew Clements, Brian Selznick (illus.)  

5. From the Mixed-up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler    

by E. L. Konigsburg 

6. Holes 

by Louis Sachar 

7. In the Year of the Boar and Jackie Robinson 

by Bette Bao Lord, Marc Simont (illus.) 

8. Island of the Blue Dolphins 

by Scott O'Dell 

9. Matilda 
by Roald Dahl, Quentin Blake (illus.) 

10. Mick Harte Was Here 

by Barbara Park 

11. My Daniel 

by Pam Conrad 

12. Number the Stars 

by Lois Lowry 

13. Shiloh 
by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor 

14. The View from Saturday 

by E. L. Konigsburg 

15. Wait Till Helen Comes, A Ghost Story 
by Mary Downing Hahn 

16. Walk Two Moons 

by Sharon Creech 

17. The Warm Place 

by Nancy Farmer 

18. The Adventures of Captain Underpants  

by Dav Pilkey 

19. Super Fudge  

by Judy Blume 

20. Tiger Eyes  

by Judy Blume 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

100 Fifth Grade Challenge Words   

accommodate 
afterthought 
allegiance 
aloft 
ancestor 
anticipation 
antics 
apparel 
ascend 
beckon 
brink 
catastrophe 
coax 
compassion 
complexion 
content 
courteous 
cringe 
derelict 
dignity 
distaste 
dormant 
elaborate 
endure 
enforce 
exertion 
expanse 
extraordinary 
foliage 
foremost 
frank 
function 
futile 
gaze 

glimmer 
glimpse 
grimace 
headstrong 
hesitate 
hoist 
immense 
imperceptibly 
indication 
inscription 
instinctive 
intent 
interior 
jar 
keepsake 
knack 
literacy 
lurch 
makeshift 
malicious 
massive 
meager 
melancholy 
merge 
mingle 
minuscule 
momentary 
nape 
nimble 
obstinate 
opt 
overwhelming 
pact 
pandemonium 

persuade 
phenomenal 
ponder 
quantity 
quaver 
quench 
radiant 
ravine 
recipient 
resentful 
satisfactory 
sensitive 
sentiment 
shudder 
sickly 
sleek 
solemn 
soothe 
stagger 
stern 
tantalize 
temptation 
transform 
unscrupulo
us 
vain 
vengeance 
violate 
vital 
vivid 
wistful 
yield 
zest 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


