Contents

Page 1

Thoughts from Mrs. West

What’s New?
Page 2

Free Tutoring

Upcoming Events
Page 3

Counseling Corner

Wildcat Café

< Note from Music Dept.

Page 4

< Academic Bowl

¥ After-School Activities

Page 5
¥ Pre-Kindergarten
“ Kindergarten
¥ First Grade
< Second Grade
Page 6
Third Grade
¥ Fourth Grade
<" Fifth Grade
Page 7
Wildcats Rock
¥ Parent Involvement
Page 8
Spring Fling

Principal, Dr. Cynthia Hammond
Assistant Principal, Dr. Reginald Sanks
Assistant Principal of Instruction, Mrs. Cindy West

wildcat News

January 2014

Words from Mrs. West, Assistant Principal of Instruction:
Happy 2014 Wildcat Parents! The New Year has many exciting
things going on at Westside. Our Westside students are
growing up in a technology world and we are trying to expose
them to new avenues of learning for their future. Teachers and
students have been learning to use iPads in the classroom.
Teachers are showing the students that technology is not just
for playing games. We are also ordering 140 iPads to be used in
the classrooms as well. Letters will be coming home soon for
Bring Your Own Device (BYOD). This will have rules, guidelines
and a parent confract about students bringing their own devices
to school. These devices can be used in the classroom as
another resource. Students do not have to bring a device and
will not be penalized if they do not have one. The CRCT Test
for 3™, 4™ and 5™ grade students will be taken the week of
April 14-18. You can assist your student each day by going over
their homework and having them read 20 minutes each night.
More information will be coming soon about CRCT. It's a great
time to be a Westside Wildcat!

Parents,

We are excited o implement a new web-based curriculum
called MobyMax at our school. MobyMax is tailored to
your child's individual needs. Your child can access Moby
from your home computer at any time. Please go to
www.mobymax.com/signin. Our school code is

GA3367. Each child has their own username and password.
A letter was sent home with their log in information.
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Free Tutoring Availablellll
READ ALL ABOUT IT

First Baptist Church, 210 Garmon Street, Warner Robins, GA 31088,
is offering FREE tutoring for all students in every grade level. Our
tutoring service will be each Monday and Thursday from 6:00-7:00
pm with a snack provided.

The directions to First Baptist Church New Beginning Center (NBC)
are as follows:

FROM WATSON BLVD: Go east toward Robins AFB and turn right on
Second Street. Go two blocks through the neighborhood to Martin
Luther King Blvd. Cross MLK Blvd and go one block to First Baptist
Church NBC on the left.

FROM RUSSELL PARKWAY: Go east toward Robins AFB and turn left
on Wellborn Road. Follow Wellborn Road to the end and turn right
on Martin Luther King Blvd. Go two blocks on MLK Blvd and turn
right on Second Street; go one block to First Baptist Church NBC on
the left.

You may contact Minister Gerald Flowers, 923-2279 or Fred Wilson,
954-0678 if you have any questions.

Thank You,
FBC Tutoring Ministry

Military Support

Get homework and studying help from a professional TUTOR any
time you need it! FREE for students in Army, Navy, Air Force,
Marines, National Guard and Reserve families. Expert tutors are
online 24/7 and available to help in more than 16 subjects, including
test prep, proofreading, Math, Science, English, and Social Studies.
The link can be found below:

Link: http://www.tutor.com/military

Upcoming
Events

January 10 —Report Cards Go Home
January 17— Spelling Bee (9am-11am)
January 18 — STEAM Club Meeting
from 9am-1pm

January 20 — Martin Luther King, Jr.
Holiday (school closed)

January 21 — 100" Day of School
(dress like you are 100 years old)
January 21 — Jr. Beta Club Meeting at
4:00pm

January 22— G.E.M.S. & Boyz Il Men
Meeting from 4:00pm-5:00pm
January 23 — Honor Roll Celebration
at2:0 pm

January 28 — 5" Grade Writing
Workshop from 5:00pm-6:00pm
January 30 — Are You Smarter than a
Westside Wildcat? from 5:00pm-
7:00pm

January 31 —January Birthday
Celebration & Hero for a Day (dress up
like your favorite Super Hero)
February 1- STEAM Club Meeting
from 9am-1pm

February 4— 1% & 2" Grade Music
Performance from 6:00pm-7:00pm
February 7—- Progress Reports Go
Home

February 13 — Sweetheart Ball for
(3"-5" Grade) from 5pm-7pm
February 17-19 — Student Holidays

February 28— Career Fair



http://www.tutor.com/military

Counseling Corner:

This month, our guidance counselor, Ms. Morse, will finish up body safety lessons with
kindergarten students. The focus is on learning skills o keep students safe and healthy. She
will also begin lessons with 3™, 4™ and 5™ graders on “Goal Setting". Students in these grades
will examine their CRCT scores from last year and set goals for what they would like to achieve
this year. Ms. Morse will help students create a step-by-step plan to make their goals become a
reality! Parents should look for this plan to come home by the end of the month. Next month's
focus: Our annual “Career Fair" which will be on Friday, February 28™ from12:30pm-3:15pm.

News from the Wildcat Café:

You may have heard from your student about the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program (FFVP)
currently in progress here at Westside Elementary. The FFVP is a wonderful opportunity for
students to taste a wide variety of produce, including common items, as well as, more exotic
fruits and vegetables. In January, we will be tasting pink lady apples, blood oranges, cherry
tomatoes, and cactus fruit. These fresh fruits and vegetables are offered to the students on
Wednesday and Friday as an afternoon snack in the classroom. This is a great opportunity for
you as parents to talk to your student about what they tasted on these days and look for them
at the grocery store to reinforce this learning experience. Remember to eat 5 fruits and
vegetables every day!

Mrs. Register, Nutrition Manager, Westside Elementary

A NOTE FROM THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT

UPCOMING PERFORMANCES:

FIRST AND SECOND GRADES: FEB. 3—STUDENTS ARRIVE AT 5:30 P.M. & PROGRAM IS AT 6 P.M.
FEB. 4—PERFORMANCE FOR STUDENT BODY AT 9 A.M.

THIS PERFORMANCE THEME IS "A CELEBRATION OF AMERCIAN PRESIDENTS AND LEADERS IN BLACK
HISTORY."

ALL STUDENTS SHOULD WEAR RED, WHITE AND BLUE.

THIRD AND FOURTH GRADES: MARCH 17—STUDENTS ARRIVE AT 5:30 P.M & PROGRAM STARTS AT 6 P.M.
MARCH 18---PERFORMANCE FOR STUDENT BODY AT 9 A M.

THIS PERFORMANCE IS ENTITLED “FROM THE INSIDE OUT” AND FOCUSES ON DEVELOPING GOOD CHARACTER.

ALL STUDENTS SHOULD WEAR GREEN, WHITE OR BLACK SHIRTS AND JEANS.
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ACADEMIC BOWL

We meet in the West Wing Computer Lab from 4:00 P.M. — 5:00 P.M.
Academic Bowl will start meeting on Tuesdays and Wednesdays!!! Below are the meeting dates:
Tuesday Friday
January 14 January 17
January 21 January 24
January 28 January 31

February 3 is the Academic Bowl competition!

AFTER-SCHOOL ACTIVITIES

4-H CLUB
Club for 4™ & 5" Grade Students to assist youth in acquiring knowledge, developing life skills, and
forming attitudes that will enable them to become self-directing, productive and contributing
members of society.

BOYZ II MEN
Club for 4™ & 5™ Grade Boys and they meet every other Wednesday at 4:00pm in the Gym unless
otherwise stated. The next meeting is January 22 & a signed permission slip must be on file to
attend.

G.E.M.S. CLUB
Club for 4™ & 5" Grade Girls and they meet every other Wednesday at 4:00pm in the Media Center
unless otherwise stated. G.E.M.S Dues are $5.00 for the school year. The next meeting is January 22
& a signed permission slip must be on file to attend.

STEAM CLUB
Club for 1%-5™ Grade students and they meet every other Wednesday at 4:00pm and every other
Saturday from 9am- 1pm unless otherwise stated. The next meetings are January 15 & January 18.
The club focuses on Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, & Mathematics.
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Pre-Kindergarten

Pre-K is working on transitioning into Kindergarten. Students will be working with letter
sounds, sight words, and beginning reading skills. At home, you can help by reading to your
child and allow them to read to you.

Kindergarten

Kindergarten is working on Becoming a Class of Reading Teachers and using our super power
strategies to help us read. We are busy writing “How-To"” books to teach others how to do different
things such as “"How To Make a Peanut Butter and Jelly Sandwich.” In Math, we are learning different
strategies to help us solve addition and subtraction problems. In Social Studies, we are also learning
how to become good citizens. In Science, we are learning about the day and night skies and the
different moon phases. We will demonstrate the different moon phases using Oreo cookies.

=1
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First Grade j

First Grade News: each evening to increase your crafts. First grade students are
Our first grade team is proud to child’s reading level. Within super excited about our new
report that most students are our writing workshop we are math unit; we are exploring 2-D
continuing to gain higher learning how to write our and 3-D shapes! Thanks for
reading levels. Continue to opinion and we are also your continued support, keep
practice sight words and read learning different spelling practicing math facts daily!

Second Grade

We are working hard towards mastering the standards for 2™ grade. During the 2™ semester, we will continue to
grow as writers as we write opinion pieces about books we have read, write lab reports, and experiment with
how-to books. In Reading, we'll do even greater work in our book clubs as we read Across Series books,
Informational books, and reading and roll playing fictional stories, folktales, and fairy tales. In Science, we'll learn
about the different types of energy, motion, and life cycles of both plants and animals. If you were to come into
our classes during our Social Studies time, you will find the students studying and writing about Georgia’s past-
the heroes that helped establish Georgia as a colony, civil rights in Georgia, and being a Georgian today. The
heroes we will study are James Oglethorpe, Mary Musgrove, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Jackie Robinson, and
Jimmy Carter. In Math, we will continue to expand our skills for adding and subtracting- moving toward mastery
of single-digit adding and subtracting single-digit numbers within the sum of twenty, multiple two-digit numbers,
three-digit numbers within the sum of one-thousand, and place value of numbers within one-thousand. A big
part of our addition and subtraction work will be using mental math to solve these types of problems. We teach
many strategies to students, expecting them to select the strategy that works best for them to solve problems
quickly and accurately. They have begun to develop this ability through our daily number talks. We will
continue to develop these skills as we work toward the end of 2™ grade. We'll also continue to build upon our
knowledge of telling time to the five-minute, measurement of objects using two units of measure and comparing
the results of our measurement, solving story problems, and interpreting data using bar graphs and pictographs.
An important math goal is for all students to master single-digit addition within 20. As you can see, the last half
of the year is going to be just as busy in our classrooms as the first half of the year. We are energized and excited
about preparing our students for success in the third grade!
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Third 6rade

Third grade is working on our biography unit in reading and our literary essays in writing. We will begin Mystery
Book Clubs and Poetry in February. In Science, we are |earhing about minerals, rocks, and soils and will be
moving into our £ossils, maghets, and heat units soon. In SocCial Studies, we are studying famous Americans
and will be moving into productive resources, producers and consumers soon. Your child needs to continue
reading each night for 30 mihutes and working on memorizing multiplication and division facts.

Fourth Grade

For these nine weeks in Science, we will be working with sound, light, simple machines, force and motion, and
life science. The students will be participating in several activities and experiments to help them prepare for the
CRCT in April. For these nine weeks in Social Studies, we will be finishing up with the American Revolution and
move on to cover other units such as, Building a New Nation and Westward Expansion. We will discuss several
important events, inventions, and people. We will be covering a lot of information in preparation for the CRCT
testin April. In Reading, we continue to have students read DEEPLY and support their findings using evidence.
In Math, we are working with fractions and in Writing, we are writing literary essays.

Fifth 6rade

WES 5th grade teachers would like to encourage
parents to make sure students read and write every
night & don't forget to practice those multiplication
facts! The CRCT is quickly approaching and below are
some great CRCT review resources:

-Georgia OAS

-Moby Max

It's beginning to look a lot like Winter.....so please
make sure that your child has on the appropriate winter
attire because we don't want any frostbitten fingers or
toes.

Upcoming Events & Reminders

January 14- Write Score (Informational)

January 22- Field Trip (Tuskegee Airman-Museum of
Aviation)

March 5- 5th grade Georgia Writing Assessment
Writing-Persuasive Essay

January 28-5" Grade Writing Workshop (hotdog, chips,
and drink will be served)

IT'S TIME TO CELEBRATE!
*Start collecting 100 coins and
proceeds will go toward Relay for
Life Cats for a Cure. The class who
brings in the most coins will win a
prizelll Have all coins turned in by

January 21 (100™ day of school)

*Students will receive a 100 calorie snack during

their lunch period

*Students will be able to sign the 100 Days Smarter

Banner

*Prizes will be awarded to the "Best Dressed 100

Year Old" from each class

Don’t forget to
dress up like
you are 100
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READ TO SUCCEED

Read to Succeed is an exciting program that encourages
students in grades K through 5 to read for fun. Students
who complete six hours (360 minutes) of recreational
reading earn a FREE ticket to Six Flags! The tickets will
be disbursed the last week of school. Students received
a Read to Succeed Reading Log after Thanksgiving
break. Please sign and initial the log. Once your child
completes six hours or more, the log should be returned
to Mrs. Moralez, ER Lab Teacher. All logs are due by
February 14, 2014. If you have any questions, or need
an additional reading log, please e-mail Mrs. Moralez at
eliza.moralez@hcbe.net. The program is available to
teachers and schools at no cost to participate, and it's a
great way to motivate kids to read.

Parent Involvement

There are ALWAYS ways for you to be involved here
at Westside! If you are interested in helping out,
please let me know and we will find the perfect place
for you to contribute here at Westside! All you need
to do is have an approved background check on file

and attend a brief volunteer training. The forms can
be found in the Main Office or in my office which is
located to the left of the Cafeteria entrance! Our
next volunteer trainings will be in February. A list of
dates and times will be in the February Newsletter.

Please continue to submit box tops! Our school recently
earned $745.60! If you need a collection form, they are
available in the office, Parent Resource Center or you
can get one from your child’s homeroom teacher! The
next submission will be in March!

We also collect Labels for Education!!

All adults interested in volunteering here at
Westside need to attend one of the brief trainings.
The Parent Resource Center is located in my office as
well as before you enter the Cafeteria until
construction is complete. I hope to see YOU soon!

Thanks,
Tori Bryant

Parent Involvement Coordinator
478-929-7820 ext. 47114

tori.bryant@hcbe.net
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Spring Fling

As you already know, the Fall Festival was postponed on last year, but I have great news/l!
This year's Spring Fling will be held on Friday, March 14th from 4:30 PM to 6:30 PM. We
will have A LOT of fun games, great fun, and wonderful fellowship for all that attend.
This event is going to be GREAT and you don’t want to miss itl/

*Ticket pre-sales will begin on Monday, March 3 from 8:00 AM-8:30 AM at the snack
cart and during the day in the office. It will be $8.00 for an armband (unlimited games)
and tickets will be 5 for $1.00.

*We are asking all parents to send in donations of 2-liter sodas, individual bags of chips,
individually wrapped candy, or Little Debbie Snack products.

Volunteers Needed

We are planning to have 20+ games and we need parents to help:

If you are interested in helping out, please fill out your information below and
return it to the school by Monday, February 24™.

%

Parent's Name:

Child's Teacher:

Phone number:

*Thank you for volunteering to help make our 2014 Spring Fling a huge success!!!*
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