Put Out the Welcome Mat For Math!

Have these on hand in your home:

1. Games such as board games, dice, cards, bingo, dominoes, etc. These help children learn math while having fun. 

2. Construction Sets, blocks, puzzles, and other toys that can help younger children explore shapes, area, volume, etc.

3. Small Objects for children in primary grades to sort, count, stack, arrange in shapes, etc. For example: buttons, coins, poker chips, dried beans, toothpicks. These objects can also help older children solve math problems.

4. A Ruler and tape measure. Have a metric ruler, too.

5. A Calculator is a must these days. Choose an inexpensive  model that has: automatic shutoff ( saves on batteries) an equal key, a  percent key, a memory. Read the instructions together. If sample problems are given, practice them to get comfortable with the calculator. Children will not become dependent on a calculator. Instead, it may make them more excited about math. Once they know the “basics”, a calculator can take over time-consuming tasks such as long division. This frees kids to develop reasoning skills and find ways to use the calculator’s answers to solve problems.

