
Chapter 5 
SECTION 2: THE AGE OF THE Railroads 
-The growth and consolidation of the railroad industry influenced many facets of American life 
-Railroads caused the?  ________________________________________ to be set and 
influence the?  _______________________________________________.   
-However, the unchecked power of the 
___________________________________________________________________________ led 
to widespread _________________ and then reforms 
 
A NATIONAL NETWORK 
-By 1869, tracks had been laid across the continent (Golden Spike- Utah) 
-Immigrants from ________________________ and _____________________________ and 
out-of-work Civil War vets provided most of the difficult labor  
-Thousands lost their lives and tens of thousands were ________________ laying track 
 
Romance and Reality 
-What kind of dreams did railroads bring to many Americans?  
______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________.   
-Who did the Central Pacific Railroad employ?  
__________________________________________________________________________. 
-Who did the Union Pacific hire?  
______________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________. 
-What killed thousands of workers who worked for these railroads?  
______________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
RAILROAD TIME 
-Before 1883, each community still operated on its own _________________________ 
-Give an example of each community operating by its own time?: 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________. 
 
-In 1869, to remedy this problem, Professor C.F. Dowd proposed dividing the earth 
________________________________, one for each hour of the day. 
-The U.S. would be divided into 4 zones: the ______________________, _ 
_______________________, and ___________________________ 
-In 1883 – Railroads _________________________________________ their watches across 
U.S. 
-In 1884 – _____________________________________________ set worldwide time zones 
that incorporated railroad time. 



-What do you think the effects were of railroad expansion?  
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Opportunities and Opportunists 
-The rapid growth of the railroad industry influenced the 
_______________________________________________________________ businesses as 
they tried to keep up with the railroads demand for materials  
-The spread of the railroads also led to the growth of 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
New Towns and Markets 
-Many of today’s major cities owe their legacy to the ________________ 
-Railroads linked cities/towns together and promoted? ______________________________. 
-Chicago, Minneapolis, Denver, and Seattle all grew up thanks to the railroad 
-What was Chicago known for due to railroads?  _________________________/And 
Minneapolis was known for its?  ___________________________________. 
 
Pullman 

 In 1880, George Pullman built a factory for manufacturing? 
_________________________________________________________________________ in 
Illinois 
-The nearby town Pullman built for his employees was modeled after 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
-Pullman workers felt his puritanical town was too ______________________________Give an 
example of this strict living?  
______________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________. 
-When he ___________________________________________________________ – it led to a 
violent strike in 1894 
 
Credit Mobilier 
-Stockholders of Union Pacific Railroad formed a construction company in 1864 called the?  
______________________________________________.   
-Stockholders then gave contracts to the company to lay track at ________________ the actual 
costs and pocketed the difference 
-They donated shares of the stock to __________ Republican members of Congress in 1867  
-Due to this scandal, the reputation of the __________________Party was tarnished.   
 
THE GRANGE AND THE RAILROADS 
-_________________________ were especially affected by corruption in the railroad industry 



-_____________________________________________ (a farmers organization) protested land 
deals, price fixing, and charging different rates to different customers 
-Granger Laws were then passed protecting farmers 
-States were given the right to?  ___________________________ the railroads for the benefit 
of farmers and consumers. 
-The case of Munn v. Illinois, the Supreme Court upheld the?  _____________________ by a 
vote of seven to two. 
 
INTERSTATE COMMERCE  ACT 
-In 1887, the Federal government re-established their control over railroad activities, Congress 
passed the ________________________________________________ Act and established a 5-
member Interstate Commerce Commission (ICC)  
-The ICC struggled to gain power until 1906, under which President?  
___________________________.  
 

 
 
PANIC AND CONSOLIDATION 
-The ICC presented few problems for railroads, what pushed many railroads to brink of 
bankruptcy?  
______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________.   
-Large companies such as?  ____________________________________________ reorganized 
and consolidated the railroads. 
-What does consolidation mean?  ________________________________________________.   
 


